
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – Patti 
Monahan; SERO – Robyn Briggs; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and 
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Tribune-Review: Environmental groups call $135,000 fine for U.S. Steel oil spills ‘laughable’ 
https://triblive.com/business/fine-amount-against-u-s-steel-over-water-pollution-raises-eyebrows-for-
environmental-groups/ 
 
MyChesCo: DEP Steps Into Spotlight With Data Center Hearing, Energy Savings, Fuel Leak 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/dep-steps-into-spotlight-with-data-center-hearing-
energy-savings-fuel-leak/ 
 
Trib Live: Water main break repaired at Winfield mobile home park after persistent issues 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/water-main-break-repaired-at-winfield-mobile-home-
park-after-persistent-issues/ 
 
PA Environment Digest: Interns Wanted: Departments Of Environmental Protection, Conservation & 
Natural Resources Have Summer, Other Intern Positions Open 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=64543&SubjectID=  
 
PA Environment Digest: DEP Soliciting Information For Use In The Development Of The Next Triennial 
Review Of Water Quality Standards; Including Specifically For Copper 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=64536&SubjectID=  
 
 
Climate Change 
 
Pennlive: Understanding climate change in America: Skepticism, dogmatism and personal experience  
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2025/12/understanding-climate-change-in-america-skepticism-
dogmatism-and-personal-experience-the-conversation.html 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Pa. hosting 60+ free, guided hikes this New Year's Day 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2025/12/29/first-day-hikes-western-
pa/stories/202512290009 
 
WJAC: Staple Bend Tunnel closed due to rockfall 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/staple-bend-tunnel-closed-due-to-rockfall 
 
WFMZ: Reptile and plant event draws crowds in Lehigh Valley 
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https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/lehighvalley/lehigh-county/reptile-and-plant-event-draws-crowds-
in-lehigh-valley/article_cfc09760-497d-4061-874b-eccf09c5ff59.html#tncms-source=More-from-
newsroom-(right-column) 
 
Republican Herald: Outdoors: Schuylkill Conservation District Celebrates 70th year to highlight major 
events of 2025 
https://www.republicanherald.com/2025/12/27/outdoors-schuylkill-conservation-district-celebrates-
70th-year-to-highlight-major-events-of-2025/ 
 
Lock Haven Express: The battle for the heart and health of the Allegheny National Forest 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2025/12/the-battle-for-the-heart-and-health-of-the-
allegheny-national-forest/  
 
Lock Haven Express: How recycling your live Christmas tree helps local ecosystems 
https://www.lockhaven.com/opinion/columns/2025/12/how-recycling-your-live-christmas-tree-helps-
local-ecosystems/  
 
Shamokin News-Item: DCNR to host “First Day Hikes” across the Commonwealth’s public lands 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/dcnr-to-host-first-day-hikes-across-the-commonwealth-s-
public-lands/article_5d0be5fe-163b-4857-b991-51740d2a5d29.html  
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Vote for Chillisquaque for River of the Year   
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/122625/page/3/story/vote-for-chillisquaque  
 
Gant News: DCNR hosts First Day Hikes across the Commonwealth’s public lands 
https://gantnews.com/2025/12/26/start-2026-outdoors-pennsylvania-department-of-conservation-
and-natural-resources-hosts-first-day-hikes-across-the-commonwealths-public-lands/  
 
 
Data Centers 
 
Scranton Times: Data centers as 2025 newsmaker of the year 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2025/12/28/data-centers-as-2025-newsmaker-of-the-year/ 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Federal regulators say more clarity is needed on how data centers connect to power 
sources 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/federal-regulators-say-more-clarity-is-needed-on-how-data-centers-
connect-to-power-sources/article_0b6ae87d-b1f7-41d2-ad7f-16cd1eab055c.html  
 
Shamokin News-Item: Municipality: Developer exploring data center for Gregg Township 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/municipality-developer-exploring-data-center-for-gregg-
township/article_d2c5f568-36b6-585d-b7a2-d8a1566b3af7.html  
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Talen is not philanthropic (LTE) 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/122625/page/11/story/talen-is-not-philanthropic  
 
Milton Standard Journal: Northumberland County commissioner: Data centers may be the 'second 
Industrial Revolution' 
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https://www.standard-journal.com/townnews/hydrography/article_3eb3e19a-4892-4330-ba21-
042527f76edb.html  
 
 
Energy 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Eos Energy names former Constellation CEO as new board chair 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2025/12/26/eos-energy-names-new-board-chair.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Duquesne Light restores power to nearly all impacted by outages 
https://triblive.com/local/duquesne-light-power-outages-affecting-mt-oliver-south-side-and-coraopolis/ 
 
Tribune-Review: North Huntingdon is closer to adopting solar power ordinance 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/north-huntingdon-is-closer-to-adopting-solar-power-
ordinance/ 
 
Altoona Mirror: Electricity prices not likely to see decrease in new year for Pennsylvania residents 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2025/12/electricity-pa-price-decrease-not-likely/ 
 
Renovo Record: Don’t count on lower electricity prices in 2026 
https://therecord-online.com/site/archives/132643  
 
 
Mining 
 
Scranton Times: Blakely sinkhole that swallowed car is filled and patched 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2025/12/27/sinkhole-opens-up-in-blakely-swallows-car/ 
 
WBRE: Firefighters pull car out of sinkhole 
https://www.2822news.com/news/local-news/firefighters-pull-car-out-of-sinkhole/ 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Pa Environment Digest Blog:  US Forest Service Conducting Federal Superfund Pollution Assessment Of 
Abandoned American Refining Group Oil & Gas Facilities In Allegheny National Forest   
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2025/12/warren-times-us-forest-service.html 
 
 
Waste 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: From mulch to fish habitats, there are many options for natural Xmas tree 
recycling 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/holidays/2025/12/28/xmas-tree-recycling-pittsburgh-
mulch/stories/202512270048 
 
WPXI: City of Pittsburgh shares 2026 recycling information 
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https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/city-pittsburgh-shares-2026-recycling-
information/J46LQUTN5RBENCFREFMY7CMPFQ/ 
 
WESA: Where to recycle your Christmas tree in Pittsburgh and Allegheny County 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2025-12-29/allegheny-county-christmas-tree-disposal-2026 
 
WTAJ: Christmas season is over: How to properly dispose of your tree 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/christmas-season-is-over-how-to-properly-dispose-of-your-
tree/ 
 
 
Water 
 
Pennlive: Water main break in central Pa. railyard could cause issues for customers 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2025/12/water-main-break-in-central-pa-railyard-could-cause-issues-
for-customers.html 
 
CBS21: Veolia customers experience water discoloration after main break in Marysville railyard 
https://local21news.com/news/local/veolia-water-working-to-fix-main-break-in-marysville-railyard 
 
FOX43: Crews respond to water main break in Perry County 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/perry-county/crews-respond-to-water-main-break-in-perry-
co/521-f683df43-4374-4024-88b2-38a79de509c9 
 
WGAL: Water main break reported in Perry County 
https://www.wgal.com/article/water-main-break-reported-in-perry-county/69874471 
 
ABC27: Dauphin Borough experiencing ‘water line issues’ 
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/dauphin-borough-experiencing-water-line-issues/ 
 
ABC27: Veolia Water responding to water main break in Perry … 
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/veolia-water-responding-to-water-main-break-in-perry-county/ 
 
Lancaster Online: Keeping our rivers clean without sacrifice by farmers 
https://lancasteronline.com/opinion/columnists/keeping-our-rivers-clean-without-sacrifice-by-farmers-
column/article_e57ae76b-9951-4752-bbec-0f656c4ed417.html 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Commonwealth awards $2.3 million to Lycoming, Sullivan County projects 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/commonwealth-awards-2-3-million-to-lycoming-sullivan-
county-projects/article_f90b9da9-b655-4aaa-972d-d45072c73e42.html  
 
Clearfield Progress-News: Executive session turned heated at CMA meeting 
https://www.theprogressnews.com/news/local/executive-session-turned-heated-at-cma-
meeting/article_55258681-2af3-4659-9f01-7d0a90e27d22.html  
 
Clearfield Progress-News: New rule requires CMA to identify all system lines 
https://www.theprogressnews.com/news/local/new-rule-requires-cma-to-identify-all-system-
lines/article_a6678006-bb00-4d9c-85cc-cb9d2b005fb1.html  
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Miscellaneous 
 
WNEP: Power restored to the Wyoming Valley Mall 
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/luzerne-county/wyoming-valley-mall-closed-power-outage-
christmas-eve-shoppers-luzerne-county-wilkes-barre-township/523-e0fc4b13-4a28-4475-9104-
75287ed32bb4 
 
Lehighvalleylive: Lehigh University unveils new dorms, part of a long-term campus plan 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/bethlehem/2025/12/lehigh-university-unveils-new-dorms-part-of-a-
long-term-campus-plan.html 
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