Some clips may be behind a paywall. If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO — Tom Decker; NCRO — Megan Lehman; NERO —
Colleen Connolly; SERO — Stephanie Berardi; SCRO — John Repetz; SWRO — Lauren Camarda). If Central
Office staff (and others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at kedeibert@pa.gov

Top DEP Stories

Central Penn Business Journal: State launches initiative to create energy jobs, grow economy
https://www.cpbj.com/state-launches-initiative-to-create-energy-jobs-grow-economy/

PA Environment Digest: DEP Now Accepting Industrial Decarbonization Grant Applications For $396
Million In Federal Funds Under RISE PA To Create Jobs, Cut Energy Costs For Medium, Large Industries
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2025/02/dep-now-accepting-industrial.html

Lancaster Farming: Winfield Creek to be restored with Growing Greener Grant
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/winfield-creek-to-be-restored-with-growing-greener-
grant/article c758a27f-59f4-50db-92b7-f04c9bf8cf76.html

Mentions

Bradford Era: Concerns about well plugging in Pa. aired at budget hearing
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/concerns-about-well-plugging-in-pa-aired-at-budget-
hearing/article 294d499c-f454-11ef-b400-23ee30190b14.html

Warren Times: Drilling operation to be allowed on west end parcel
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2025/02/drilling-operation-to-be-allowed-on-west-

end-parcel/

Philadelphia Inquirer: SPS Technologies was once an anchor in Abington, but the massive fire has
prompted questions about its future
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/sps-technologies-fire-factory-future-20250227.html

Newtown Now: Residents, Officials Fear Wider Contamination From Upper Makefield Pipeline Leak
http://newtownpanow.com/2025/02/26/residents-officials-fear-wider-contamination-from-upper-
makefield-pipeline-leak/

6ABC: Jenkintown residents raise concerns after massive fire at SPS Technologies
https://6abc.com/post/jenkintown-residents-raise-concerns-massive-fire-sps-technologies/

Glenside Local: DEP found declining levels of cyanide in Tookany Creek last week, officials say no risk to
drinking water
https://glensidelocal.com/dep-found-declining-levels-of-cyanide-in-tookany-creek-last-week-officials-
say-no-risk-to-drinking-water/#google vignette

Glenside Local: Abington Township expresses gratitude for the efforts of First Responders during the SPS
Technologies fire, full list of agencies and body cam footage released
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https://glensidelocal.com/abington-township-expresses-gratitude-for-the-efforts-of-first-responders-
during-the-sps-technologies-fire-body-cam-footage-released/

Sunbury Daily Item: GOP leader demands more effort to speed up DEP permitting
https://www.dailyitem.com/cnhi network/gop-leader-demands-more-effort-to-speed-up-dep-
permitting/article bbd43ae5-c0f9-5875-aea4-9fddeab3alea.html

WKOK: Yaw Questions Rising Well-Plugging Costs During DEP Budget Hearing
https://www.wkok.com/yaw-questions-rising-well-plugging-costs-during-dep-budget-hearing/

Towanda Daily Review: Yaw questions rising well plugging costs during DEP budget hearing
https://www.thedailyreview.com/farmersfriend/yaw-questions-rising-well-plugging-costs-during-dep-
budget-hearing/article 2707fcee-f3d8-11ef-a26b-8f8f565c10db.html

Marcellus Drilling News: PA Senate Budget Hearing Discusses Firing Some DEP Employees
https://marcellusdrilling.com/2025/02/pa-senate-budget-hearing-discusses-firing-some-dep-

employees/

East Palestine Train Derailment

WICU-TV: Legislation Proposes to Conduct Health Study on Impact of East Palestine Train Derailment
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/52461448/legislation-proposes-to-conduct-health-study-on-
impact-of-east-palestine-train-derailment

Avian Influenza

Butler Eagle: Cranberry Township’s Seggond Chance Farm battles Butler County’s 1st reported bird flu
case
https://www.butlereagle.com/20250227/cranberry-townships-seggond-chance-farm-battles-butler-
countys-1st-reported-bird-flu-case/

Meadville Tribune: Bird flu affecting more than 600 birds at Butler County farm
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/bird-flu-affecting-more-than-600-birds-at-butler-county-
farm/article Oca3b424-f46e-11ef-9434-730d8c2e1184.html

WIJAC: Local farms thrive as consumers turn to diverse options amidst bird flu and egg prices
https://wjactv.com/news/local/local-farms-thrive-as-consumers-turn-to-diverse-egg-options-amidst-
bird-flu#

Pennlive: Avian influenza cases confirmed at live bird market in Pa.
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2025/02/avian-influenza-cases-confirmed-at-live-bird-market-in-

pa.html

WVIA: Officials take precautions in PA as bird flu spreads to humans in other states
https://www.wvia.org/news/local/2025-02-24/officials-take-precautions-in-pennsylvania-as-bird-flu-
spreads-to-humans-in-other-states
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Air

Public Source: Update: Funds start to flow to communities from $4.5 million Clairton Coke Works fire
settlement
https://www.publicsource.org/pittsburgh-monvalley-settlement-funds-pollution-ussteel-clairton/

Lancaster Online: Manheim Borough Council approves asbestos study for pool complex
https://lancasteronline.com/news/lititz/manheim-borough-council-approves-asbestos-study-for-pool-
complex/article 1e28d562-f482-11ef-a252-17bf655fdfld.html

Climate Change

Pocono Record: Climate change could cost Pa. billions. This lawmaker says it's time to get ready.
https://www.poconorecord.com/story/news/politics/state/2025/02/27/climate-change-study-pa-joe-
webster-resolution/80507861007/

Beaver County Times: Climate change could cost Pa. billions. This lawmaker says it's time to get ready.
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/politics/state/2025/02/27/climate-change-study-pa-joe-
webster-resolution/80507861007/

York Daily Record: Climate change could cost Pa. billions. This lawmaker says it's time to get ready.
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/politics/state/2025/02/27/climate-change-study-pa-joe-webster-
resolution/80507861007/

Philly Burbs: Climate change could cost Pa. billions. This lawmaker says it's time to get ready.
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/politics/state/2025/02/27/climate-change-study-pa-joe-
webster-resolution

Philadelphia Inquirer: EPA head urges Trump to reconsider scientific finding that underpins climate
action, AP sources say
https://www.inquirer.com/politics/nation/epa-endangerment-finding-zeldin-trump-climate-change-
20250226.html

Conservation and Recreation

Observer-Reporter: Recreation center with basketball, pickleball courts planned for South Strabane
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2025/feb/27/recreation-center-with-basketball-
pickleball-courts-planned-for-south-strabane/

Tribune-Democrat: Westmont Hilltop Recreation Commission seeking company to develop master plan
for Upper Yoder recreation area
https://www.tribdem.com/news/lifestyles/westmont-hilltop-recreation-commission-seeking-company-
to-develop-master-plan-for-upper-yoder-recreation-area/article 1a7749e0-ea81-11ef-98cc-
2ffa8087e957.html
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Tribune-Democrat: Where the buffalo roam: Somerset County conservation center adds bison
https://www.tribdem.com/news/where-the-buffalo-roam-somerset-county-conservation-center-adds-
bison/article 9c92b0d8-f448-11ef-80d8-077a9f27ad1f.html

KDKA: A Fayette County woman claimed a deer as her pet. The Game Commission took it, saying that's
illegal.
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/deer-unlawful-possession-bullskin-township-fayette-

county/

WPXI: Fayette County woman accused of keeping deer as illegal pet
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/fayette-county-woman-accused-keeping-deer-illegal-
pet/7BXTIEXR7VAGDNZDP50IUSFQPM/

WIAC: Officials: Pennsylvania wildlife thrived, despite harsh winter, due to ample food sources
https://wjactv.com/news/local/officials-pennsylvania-wildlife-thrived-despite-harsh-winter-due-to-
ample-food-sourcestt

Tribune-Review: Nature journaling set for Twin Lakes Park meadow
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/nature-journaling-set-for-twin-lakes-park-meadow/

York Dispatch: Amid staff cuts and budget chaos, more than 700 national park employees take buyout
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/2025/02/26/amid-staff-cuts-and-budget-chaos-more-than-
700-national-park-employees-take-buyout/80560109007/

Philadelphia Inquirer: Franklin Square is getting a $7.8M upgrade with new playground, zip line,
restrooms, and bike lanes
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/ranklin-square-overhaul-bathrooms-bike-lanes-
20250226.html

Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Grant to pay for upgrades to Montgomery boat launch
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2025/02/grant-to-pay-for-upgrades-to-boat-launch/

Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Being present with nature in new ways
https://www.sungazette.com/news/outdoors/2025/02/being-present-with-nature-in-new-ways/

Bay Journal: Put down the ax: Bradford pears aren’t all bad, some say
https://www.bayjournal.com/news/wildlife habitat/put-down-the-ax-bradford-pears-aren-t-all-bad-
some-say/article 72ca796c-f267-11ef-a0bc-2342fb5a4750.html

Towanda Daily Review: Public invited to review Susquehanna River songs
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/public-invited-to-review-susquehanna-river-
songs/article dc8a79de-f3c9-11ef-8el17-cfeaa918509a.html
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Drought

WFMZ: Much of region still in severe drought since the fall, causes concern for farmers waiting on crops
to spring up
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/pennsylvania/much-of-region-still-in-severe-drought-since-the-fall-
causes-concern-for-farmers-waiting/article 08cba8f6-f48d-11ef-96bd-932214de8911.html

Energy

Gettysburg Times: Plans for 3 solar projects Franklin planners
https://www.gettysburgtimes.com/news/local/article 2bf6127a-f498-11ef-a3cb-abd283840a6c.html

Philly Burbs: To bounce back, Democrats need an ‘All of the Above’ energy policy | Opinion
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/opinion/2025/01/16/democrats-need-an-all-of-the-above-energy-

policy-opinion

Philadelphia Inquirer: Electric vehicle infrastructure funding loss is still Tesla’s gain
https://www.inquirer.com/opinion/commentary/tesla-electric-vehicle-funding-cuts-elon-musk-
20250227.html

DV Journal: ROSA: Hydrogen Should Be a Part of American Energy
https://delawarevalleyjournal.com/rosa-hydrogen-should-be-a-part-of-american-energy/

Mining

Indiana Gazette: Indiana County backs call for more 'black lung' benefits for miners
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/local/indiana-county-backs-call-for-more-black-lung-benefits-
for-miners/article 3eead7f2-f471-11ef-9aae-0383c29cddel.html

Oil and Gas

KDKA Radio: Nominate someone in need of a gas furnace from McVay Heating Plumbing & Cooling
https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/local/nominate-someone-in-need-of-a-gas-furnace-from-

mcvay

Philadelphia Inquirer: Gas main accident near Central High forces evacuation of multiple buildings
https://www.inquirer.com/news/gas-explosion-evacuation-central-high-philadelphia-20250227.html

WHYY: Ruptured gas line prompts evacuations near Philly’s Central High School
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-ogontz-gas-line-fire-explosion/

Philly Tribute: Ruptured main sends gas cloud over Philly's Logan section
https://www.phillytrib.com/news/local news/ruptured-main-sends-gas-cloud-over-phillys-logan-
section/article 6e2212b3-d495-5a77-a3f5-1d04d1facbd4.html
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https://www.indianagazette.com/news/local/indiana-county-backs-call-for-more-black-lung-benefits-for-miners/article_3eead7f2-f471-11ef-9aae-0383c29cdde1.html
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https://www.inquirer.com/news/gas-explosion-evacuation-central-high-philadelphia-20250227.html
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-ogontz-gas-line-fire-explosion/
https://www.phillytrib.com/news/local_news/ruptured-main-sends-gas-cloud-over-phillys-logan-section/article_6e2212b3-d495-5a77-a3f5-1d04d1facbd4.html
https://www.phillytrib.com/news/local_news/ruptured-main-sends-gas-cloud-over-phillys-logan-section/article_6e2212b3-d495-5a77-a3f5-1d04d1facbd4.html

CBS News: Gas leak in Philadelphia forces school evacuations in Logan neighborhood
https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/fire-explosion-evacuation-philadelphia-today/

PFAS

LehighValleyNews.com: Emmaus council awards $7.1M in contracts to clean PFAS-contaminated wells
https://www.lehighvalleynews.com/east-penn/emmaus-council-awards-7-1m-in-contracts-to-clean-
pfas-contaminated-wells

Lancaster Online: Resident seeks corrective action on 'forever chemicals' in Lancaster city water supply
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/resident-seeks-corrective-action-on-forever-chemicals-in-
lancaster-city-water-supply/article 946ec4fe-f48f-11ef-bd16-d71aaaff15a0.html

Bucks County Herald: Northampton municipal authority set to launch PFAS remediation project
https://www.buckscountyherald.com/news/northampton-municipal-authority-set-to-launch-pfas-
remediation-project/article dbbb39fa-f33b-11ef-a567-6b63ac0239bf.html

Waste

FOX43: lllegal dumping along Old Salem Road continues to frustrate West Manchester Township
residents
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/york-county/illegal-dumping-old-salem-road-frustrate-west-
manchester-township-residents-york-county/521-b47a72fe-558d-4f90-9043-7c0e173b5288

Water

Gettysburg Times: Stevens Run issue plague borough
https://www.gettysburgtimes.com/news/local/article c1ef8968-f3b8-11ef-9092-174ad89307c2.html

WHYY: City of Philadelphia requests water, sewer rate hike
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-water-sewer-rate-hike/

Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Stormwater topic for East Lycoming School Board
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2025/02/stormwater-topic-for-school-board/

Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Housing plans for Hughesville area still in early stages
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2025/02/housing-plans-for-hughesville-area-still-in-early-

stages/

Miscellaneous

Corry Journal: Barricades, brine bids discussed at Wayne Township meeting
https://www.thecorryjournal.com/news/article 32b6d310-f3b7-11ef-9aad-3f9a0da657ca.html
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Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Gecko Robotics marks $100 million NAES deal to 'transform the American
power grid'
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/tech-news/2025/02/27/gecko-robotics-ai-data-centers-
shapiro/stories/202502270026

ABC27: Street cleaning enforcement to resume in York City
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/york/street-cleaning-enforcement-to-resume-in-york-city/

FOX43: Street cleaning enforcement in the City of York is ready to resume
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/york-county/city-of-york-street-cleaning-enforcement-
resumes/521-322299cc-3890-427a-alfa-fdedeeea5552

Reuters: EPA chief eyes 65% workforce reduction, Trump says
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/epa-chief-eyes-65-workforce-reduction-trump-says-2025-02-26/

Politico: White House says Trump meant EPA will cut 65 percent of spending, not staff
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/02/26/trump-epa-spending-cut-00206228
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