Some clips may be behind a paywall. If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO — Tom Decker; NCRO — Megan Lehman; NERO — Patti
Monahan; SERO — Robyn Briggs; SCRO — John Repetz; SWRO — Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov

Mentions

Lancaster Farming: Forever chemicals being monitored at PA state fish hatchery
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/country-life/outdoors/forever-chemicals-being-monitored-at-
pennsylvania-state-fish-hatchery/article de73d074-1f40-43f8-9dec-ad094f24bd62.html

Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Less is not more at public comment session (Editorial)
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/021926/page/15/story/less-is-not-more-at-public-
comment-session

Sunbury Daily Item: Loss of 1.3M gallons of water reported in Limestone Township since November
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/loss-of-1-3m-gallons-of-water-reported-in-limestone-township-since-
november/article 28fa35c1-f89f-426b-8caa-f36ab2d31164.html

Air

Lancaster Online: Code orange air quality alert extended again in south-central Pa.
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/code-orange-air-quality-alert-extended-again-in-south-central-
pa/article 38d1e36f-260a-433d-aalc-43271f5aed0d.html

WGAL: Code orange air quality alert in effect for most of south-central Pennsylvania
https://www.wgal.com/article/pennsylvania-air-quality-alert-code-orange-pollution/70414315

Climate Change

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Public health, green groups sue EPA over repeal of rule supporting climate
protections
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-nation/2026/02/18/public-health-green-groups-epa-
climate-protections-trump/stories/202602180084

WHYY: Trump’s environmental protection rollback
https://whyy.org/episodes/trumps-environmental-protection-rollback/

Philly Tribune: Public health, green groups sue EPA over repeal of rule supporting climate protections
https://www.phillytrib.com/news/health/public-health-green-groups-sue-epa-over-repeal-of-rule-
supporting-climate-protections/article Oec4e74f-447f-4ca2-88a4-eb240647a952.html

Bucks County Today: Washington’s Delaware Crossing Foreshadowed Both New Nation, Climate Change
https://bucksco.today/2026/02/george-washington-river-crossing/
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Conservation and Recreation

Allegheny Front: A new initiative will maintain Pittsburgh’s riverfront trails and parks
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/upkeep-pittsburgh-riverlife-riverfront-trails-parks/

Bradford Era: More volunteers needed for alder renewal at Tionesta Lake
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/02/19/volunteers-needed-alder-renewal-tionesta-lake/

WFMZ: 'It's a lot of fun': Ewes and Yarns Fiber Faire in Schuylkill to showcase creativity, craftsmanship
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/poconos-coal/schuylkill-county/its-a-lot-of-fun-ewes-and-yarns-
fiber-faire-in-schuylkill-to-showcase-creativity/article 2e6017cd-4ael-42e3-a55a-
c2e383a28f2b.html#tncms-source=Homepage-Top-Stories

Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Conservation meeting set
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/021926/page/3/story/conservation-meeting-set

Data Centers

Standard Speaker: Speakers ask state officials to see big picture around Hazelnut data center
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/02/18/speakers-ask-state-officials-to-see-big-picture-around-
hazelnut-data-center/

The Philadelphia Inquirer: Township should deny data center project proposed for Pennhurst, planning
commissioners say
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/pennhurst-data-center-east-vincent-planning-
commissioner-20260218.html

Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Locals fight back on data center; Proposed amendment could cut three
lots in Hollenback Township
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/021926/page/1/story/locals-fight-back-on-data-center

Sunbury Daily Item: Penn Township approves zoning amendment for data centers
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/penn-township-approves-zoning-amendment-for-data-
centers/article d0817c¢19-559d-4f3b-a895-7c0efc84828d.html

Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields

Lewistown Sentinel: Geisinger purchases the Bobby Rahal Automotive Group property
https://www.lewistownsentinel.com/news/local-news/2026/02/geisinger-purchases-the-bobby-rahal-
automotive-group-property/

Oil and Gas
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Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Winter storm brings cash for natural gas drillers — and a warning for
consumers
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2026/02/18/eqt-cnx-winter-storm-natural-
gas/stories/202602180089

Pittsburgh Business Times: EQT buys larger stake in Mountain Valley Pipeline
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/02/18/eqt-consolidated-edison-mountain-valley-
pipeline.html

PFAS

KDKA: Environmental group finds elevated levels of PFAS in waterways near Pittsburgh International
Airport
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/pfas-forever-chemicals-pittsburgh-international-airport/

Lancaster Farming: Forever Chemicals Being Monitored at Pennsylvania State Fish Hatchery
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/country-life/outdoors/forever-chemicals-being-monitored-at-
pennsylvania-state-fish-hatchery/article de73d074-1f40-43f8-9dec-ad094f24bd62.html

Vector Management

Sunbury Daily Item: 5.5M birds affected by latest bird flu surge in Pa.
https://www.dailyitem.com/cnhi_network/5-5m-birds-affected-by-latest-bird-flu-surge-in-
pa/article 7b2e882b-9724-5b8b-8e5a-99d1fbdd4d31.html

Waste

WBRE: Much needed sewer rehabilitation starting in Luzerne County
https://www.2822news.com/news/much-needed-sewer-rehabilitation-starting-in-luzerne-county/

Republican Herald: County requests meeting with officials on ICE center in Tremont Twp.
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/02/18/county-requests-meeting-with-officials-on-ice-center-
in-tremont-twp/

Sunbury Daily Item: Merck no longer needs to store hazardous waste, has not confirmed how it will be
disposed of
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/merck-no-longer-needs-to-store-hazardous-waste-has-not-
confirmed-how-it-will-be/article 846ba368-8306-4975-ac8f-7236alebed7e.html

Water

Mon Valley Independent: Rivers remain below flood levels despite snowmelt
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2026/02/19/rivers-remain-below-flood-levels-despite-

snowmelt/
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WIJAC: Jefferson County emergency officials on 'high alert' for potential ice jams & flooding
https://wjactv.com/news/local/jefferson-county-emergency-officials-on-high-alert-for-potential-ice-
jams-flooding

TribLive: Westmoreland water authority says harsh winter weather stressed system
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/westmoreland-water-authority-says-harsh-winter-weather-
stressed-system/

TribLive: Water main break closes part of Old William Penn Highway in Murrysville
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/water-main-break-closes-part-of-old-william-penn-highway-in-

murrysville/

Butler Eagle: Butler Township approves grant-funded stormwater project
https://www.butlereagle.com/20260218/butler-township-approves-grant-funded-stormwater-project/

Lancaster Farming: Water Testing Tips for Greenhouse Growers and Vegetable Producers
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/produce/water-testing-tips-for-greenhouse-growers-
and-vegetable-producers/article ccd7c2ef-9e5a-56aa-9f09-712dbafbf7d3.html

FOX43: Capital Region Water begins manhole replacement project in Harrisburg
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/dauphin-county/capital-region-water-manhole-
replacement-project-harrisburg/521-bc96160e-6e18-4e4b-90fe-b80b95f7fbb1

FOX43: Officials work to protect waterways from salt, pollutants in runoff amind melting snow
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/dauphin-county/officials-work-protect-waterways-salt-
pollutants-runoff-melting-snow/521-168301e0-2a50-4e88-9ae6-2cf2abdb5bf2

Standard Speaker: LIVE UPDATES: Water pressure restored in Shenandoah
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/02/19/live-updates-water-pressure-restored-in-shenandoah/

Miscellaneous

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Trump officials limit FEMA travel to disaster areas amid funding lapse, emails
show
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-nation/2026/02/18/trump-fema-disaster-areas-funding-
homeland-security-congress/stories/202602180071

Tribune-Democrat: 5.5M birds affected by latest avian flu surge in Pa.
https://www.tribdem.com/news/5-5m-birds-affected-by-latest-avian-flu-surge-in-pa/article a9cf0261-
0b25-5577-82d4-bf8ee24e0c68.html

Lancaster Online: Pa. to provide additional resources as bird flu cases rise in Lancaster County
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/pa-to-provide-additional-resources-as-bird-flu-cases-rise-in-
lancaster-county/article 46a4e6b7-7ed3-4ab7-b7ae-c9edaf3131ce.html

Lancaster Farming: 3 Pennsylvania Egg Farms Get Avian Influenza
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https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/poultry/3-pennsylvania-egg-farms-get-avian-
influenza/article e9bc97ac-2ele-4c41-91e4-55e030ab5055.html

Lewistown Sentinel: Towpath Society unveils spring lineup of programs
https://www.lewistownsentinel.com/news/local-news/2026/02/towpath-society-unveils-spring-lineup-

of-programs/

CBS21: PA wildlife center has message for hunters after bald eagle dies from lead poisoning
https://local21news.com/news/local/bald-eagle-dies-from-lead-poisoning-raven-ridge-wildlife-center-
dangers-lead-bullets-copper-pennsylvania-game-commission

FOX43: 'Unprecedented': Lancaster County Avian Flu cases triple in 10 days, infecting 7 million birds
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/health/lancaster-pennsylvania-bird-flu-avian-flu-russell-
redding/521-8d553bd4-bbb9-4719-a223-8161d08d2645

WGAL: Pennsylvania faces worst avian flu since the 1980s as Shapiro deploys more resources
https://www.wgal.com/article/pennsylvania-worst-avian-flu-since-1980s-shapiro-resources/70410832

WGAL: Dauphin County road closed for emergency sinkhole repairs
https://www.wgal.com/article/pa-sinkhole-harrisburg-emergency-repairs-road-closed/70416391

WFMZ: Upper Macungie board OKs updated plans for 22-building complex with 132 apartments
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/lehighvalley/lehigh-county/western-lehigh-county/upper-
macungie-board-oks-updated-plans-for-22-building-complex-with-132-apartments/article 26504c0c-
a291-4630-9832-eae64da8b372.html

WHYY: Bird flu concerns grow in New Jersey as Pennsylvania boosts farm protections
https://whyy.org/articles/bird-flu-new-jersey-pennsylvania-farm-protections/

Levittown Now.com: Commissioners Unanimously Oppose ICE Detention Centers In Bucks County
https://levittownnow.com/2026/02/18/commissioners-unanimously-oppose-ice-detention-centers-in-

bucks-county/

Philly Burbs: No ICE detention center planned for Bucks County, Rep. Fitzpatrick says
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/local/2026/02/17/no-ice-detention-center-coming-to-bucks-
county-eastern-montco-pa-01-brian-fitzpatrick-pa-ice-centers/88723301007/?tbref=hp

Times Herald: Life sciences firm to invest $1 billion to build Montgomery County plant
https://www.timesherald.com/2026/02/18/life-sciences-firm-to-invest-1-billion-to-build-montgomery-

county-plant/

Patch.com: Johnson & Johnson To Build $1 Billion Campus In Montco
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/ambler/johnson-johnson-build-1-billion-campus-lower-gwynedd

Sunbury Daily Item: Communities in Pennsylvania and other states fight ICE detention centers, but have
few tools to stop them
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/communities-in-pennsylvania-and-other-states-fight-ice-detention-
centers-but-have-few-tools-to/article a5b18808-69d4-429e-8598-63dedalbc51f.html
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