
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – Patti 
Monahan; SERO – Robyn Briggs; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and 
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov 
 
 
Top DEP Stories 
 
York Daily Record: Scenes from a two-alarm fire at J&K Salvage 
https://www.ydr.com/videos/news/local/2026/02/25/scenes-from-a-two-alarm-fire-at-jk-
salvage/88869761007/ 
 
York Daily Record: J&K Salvage blaze draws first responders from across the region 
https://www.ydr.com/picture-gallery/news/local/2026/02/25/jk-salvage-blaze-draws-first-responders-
from-across-the-region/88865343007/ 
 
ABC27: Massive fire breaks out at York County salvage yard 
https://www.abc27.com/news/massive-fire-breaks-out-at-york-county-salvage-yard/ 
 
FOX43: Crews respond to fire at J&K Salvage in York 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/york-county/crews-respond-fire-jk-salvage-york/521-
1c165ec0-5705-4426-ac54-f973e3f5bb49 
 
CBS21: Large fire involving 300-gallon oil containers breaks out at York County salvage yard 
https://local21news.com/news/local/video-salvage-yard-fire-in-york-county-sends-black-smoke-into-
the-air-jk-salvage-kings-mill-road-york-area-united-fire-and-rescue-wednesday-spring-garden-township-
pennsylvania-pa# 
 
WGAL: Black smoke fills York County sky as fire erupts at J&K Salvage yard 
https://www.wgal.com/article/pa-fire-salvage-yard-spring-garden-township/70501926 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Chicken farm gets Lycoming County Planning Commission’s OK 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/02/chicken-farm-gets-lycoming-county-planning-
commissions-ok/  
 
StateCollege.com: Judge Recommends Sale of Troubled Rock Spring Water Company to One of Pa.’s 
Largest Private Utilities 
https://www.statecollege.com/articles/local-news/judge-recommends-sale-of-troubled-rock-spring-
water-company-to-one-of-pa-s-largest-private-utilities/ 
 
StateCollege.com: Letters: No Accountability for PFAS Contamination; SAVE Act Will Impact All Voters; 
Exacerbating Gambling Losses 
https://www.statecollege.com/articles/letters-to-the-editor/letters-no-accountability-for-pfas-
contamination-save-act-will-impact-all-voters-exacerbating-gambling-losses/  
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Conservation and Recreation 
 
Bradford Era: Something giant in the forest – Worldwide public-art phenomenon coming to McKean 
County 
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/02/25/something-giant-forest-worldwide-public-art-phenomenon-
coming-mckean-county/ 
 
WICU-TV: Master Planning for Presque Isle State Park 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/news/master-planning-for-presque-isle-state-park/article_73fe6929-
79fd-472c-b9ef-b571c34368db.html 
 
Centre Daily Times: ‘Heartbroken.’ Forest in Ferguson Township cleared years after controversial plans 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/state-college/article314763453.html  
 
 
Data Centers 
 
Standard Speaker: Teach-in: Town hall helps inform residents about data centers 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/02/25/teach-in/ 
 
Citizens Voice: Northeast Pennsylvania lawmakers target data centers, back moratoriums 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/2026/02/25/local-lawmakers-target-data-centers-back-moratoriums/ 
 
Morning Call: Zoning hearing delayed as Air Products continues Upper Macungie data center plan review 
https://www.mcall.com/2026/02/26/upper-macungie-zoning-board-data-center/ 
 
Pennlive: An AI data center isn’t just another factory 
https://www.pennlive.com/advice/2026/02/an-ai-data-center-isnt-just-another-factory-realclear-
pennsylvania.html 
 
Centre Daily Times: College Township council updates zoning to address potential data centers 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/state-college/article314763469.html  
 
Centre Daily Times: How a Centre County township is preparing as plans for AI data centers grow across 
PA 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/state-college/article314661885.html  
 
StateCollege.com: College Township updates zoning for data centers 
https://www.statecollege.com/articles/local-news/college-township-updates-zoning-for-data-centers/  
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: When too many people showed up, East Whiteland’s planning commission 
postponed a data center meeting 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/east-whiteland-data-center-meeting-capacity-
20260226.html 
 
WHYY: Trump said data centers should build their own power source, but offers few details 
https://whyy.org/articles/president-trump-data-centers-power-source-deal-state-of-the-union/ 
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Energy 
 
WJAC: New solar farm planned near Pine Glen area of Centre County 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/new-solar-farm-planned-near-pine-glen-area-of-centre-county 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Form Energy to supply batteries for world's largest storage project 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/02/25/form-energy-xcel-google-data-center.html 
 
Reading Eagle: Construction underway on new power substation in Bern Township 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2026/02/24/construction-underway-on-new-power-substation-in-bern-
township/ 
 
Northcentral PA: PennDOT announces public EV charging grant program 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/penndot-announces-public-ev-charging-grant-
program/article_df36d397-af67-4835-8d24-c88364a13e6b.html  
 
StateCollege.com: 908-Acre Solar Project Planned in Northern Centre County 
https://www.statecollege.com/articles/local-news/908-acre-solar-project-planned-in-northern-centre-
county/  
 
Lock Haven Express: Government subsidies killed the EV industry (Opinion) 
https://www.lockhaven.com/opinion/columns/2026/02/government-subsidies-killed-the-ev-industry/  
 
WHYY: PECO’s profits skyrocket almost 50% after 2025 rate hikes 
https://whyy.org/articles/peco-rate-hikes-profits/ 
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Lancaster Online: New owners plan to revive former K&W Tire site in Lancaster city stadium district 
https://lancasteronline.com/business/local_business/new-owners-plan-to-revive-former-k-w-tire-site-
in-lancaster-city-stadium-district/article_7f176db3-2ace-479e-a7a9-4e61ea695268.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Manor Twp. supervisors hear plans for development at former Armstrong property 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/manor-twp-supervisors-hear-plans-for-development-at-
former-armstrong-property/article_e1905a45-419c-45c0-aabd-3b82c1225a43.html 
 
 
Mining 
 
Centre Daily Times: Another solar project on abandoned mine land proposed in Centre County 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/bald-eagle/article314820646.html?tbref=hp  
 
 
Oil and Gas 
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Pittsburgh Business Times: Pennsylvania natural gas production jumps 5.1%, largest gain since 2021 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/02/25/pennsylvania-natural-gas-production-
2025.html 
 
The Derrick: ORA awarded $750K grant for historic preservation projects in Oil Region National Heritage 
Area 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/ora-awarded-750k-grant-for-historic-preservation-
projects-in-oil-region-national-heritage-area/article_ae0ae1ae-080a-430e-97ed-74d19b4ecf94.html 
 
 
PFAS 
 
Chambersburg Public Opinion: Check EPA data on whether there are forever chemicals in your water 
https://www.publicopiniononline.com/story/news/environment/2026/02/25/are-pfas-forever-
chemicals-in-your-drinking-water-see-the-latest-data/88844247007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-
uir=true&gca-epti=z119587v119587d--95--b--95--&gca-ft=200&gca-ds=sophi 
 
 
Vector Management 
 
WJAC: Will more ticks and other pests be present this spring & summer? Local experts weigh in 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/more-ticks-termites-and-bees-forecasted-this-year-for-the-area-some-
local-experts-unsure 
 
 
Waste 
 
Coal Region Canary: Schuylkill County’s ICE Detention Center Could Be Operational This Spring 
https://coalregioncanary.com/2026/02/25/schuylkill-county-ice-detention-center-could-be-operational-
this-spring/ 
 
York Daily Record: York yard waste collection resumes March 2; know the rules 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2026/02/26/york-yard-waste-collection-resumes-march-2-
what-to-know/88858041007/?tbref=hp 
 
Centre Daily Times: Recycling: CCRRA asked for feedback on recycling in Centre County. What residents 
said 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/article314684356.html  
 
 
Water 
 
WFMZ: Snow in the fields, but no water in the ground: Region’s farmers brace for continued drought 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/lehighvalley/lehigh-county/allentown-area/snow-in-the-fields-but-
no-water-in-the-ground-region-s-farmers-brace-for/article_48b9be16-a17d-4bfc-9799-
33737b343a3e.html 
 
New Castle News: PA American Water finishes New Castle project 
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https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/pa-american-water-finishes-new-castle-
project/article_aae3cec0-814f-4180-8647-c38f7656a5fe.html 
 
Record-Argus: Greenville OKs $504K bid on Lebanon-Lancaster stormwater work 
https://www.recordargusnews.com/news/greenville-oks-504k-bid-on-lebanon-lancaster-stormwater-
work/article_3bb2d7a0-b45c-400f-9367-c1bf2bf1b18f.html 
 
CBS21: Millersburg Emergency Management asking locals to avoid ice jams 
https://local21news.com/news/local/millersburg-emergency-management-asking-locals-to-avoid-ice-
jams-weather-snow-riverfront-park-upper-paxton-susquehanna-river 
 
Lock Haven Express: MH Boro talks sale of former pump station; Updates ordinances, OKs requests 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2026/02/mh-boro-talks-sale-of-former-pump-station-
updates-ordinances-oks-requests/  
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: As Pa.’s bird flu cases surge, farmers and agriculture leaders warn of possible 
effects on poultry industry 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2026/02/25/bird-flu-pennsylvania-
poultry/stories/202602250078 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Pittsburgh Survey exposed and helped improve living conditions of Western Pa. 
workers 
https://www.post-gazette.com/ae/art-architecture/2026/02/26/pittsburgh-survey-workers-immigrants-
lewis-hine/stories/202602260033 
 
Lehighvalleylive: Shuttered hotel off Route 22 near Bethlehem could be torn down, replaced with 
industrial building 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/bethlehem/2026/02/shuttered-hotel-off-route-22-near-bethlehem-
could-be-torn-down-replaced-with-industrial-building.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Tens of thousands of snow geese arrive at Middle Creek after winter weather delays 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/tens-of-thousands-of-snow-geese-arrive-at-middle-creek-after-
winter-weather-delays/article_273bda69-696a-40a3-bc86-
b1e84371ea64.html?utm_source=asset_link&utm_medium=Local%20News&utm_campaign=user_choic
e 
 
WGAL: Thousands of snow geese flock to Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area 
https://www.wgal.com/article/snow-geese-flock-middle-creek-wildlife-management-area/70485245 
 
Lancaster Online: Gov. Josh Shapiro meets with Lancaster County poultry farmers as bird flu causes 
'crisis mode' 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/gov-josh-shapiro-meets-with-lancaster-county-poultry-farmers-
as-bird-flu-causes-crisis-mode/article_5bbdf809-5476-4c33-ba82-
c9046a20f858.html?utm_source=asset_link&utm_medium=Local%20News&utm_campaign=user_choic
e 
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Lancaster Online: Compost Manure, Litter To Reduce Spread of Pathogens in Your Poultry Houses 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/poultry/compost-manure-litter-to-reduce-spread-of-
pathogens-in-your-poultry-houses/article_5c3ce47f-7be5-533a-b858-794debc705ec.html 
 
ABC27: Avian Flu cases surge in Pennsylvania; what are officials doing? 
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/lancaster/shapiro-leaders-to-hold-lancaster-county-roundtable-on-
avian-flu-surge/ 
 
CBS21: https://www.wgal.com/article/lancaster-county-rapid-response-center-avian-flu-
pennsylvania/70485227 
https://local21news.com/news/local/shapiro-pennsylvania-in-crisis-mode-as-bird-flu-hits-lancaster-
county-shapiro-birds-chicken-virus-sick-avian-flu 
 
FOX43: Shapiro hosts Avian Flu roundtable as cases spike in Lancaster County 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/lancaster-county/avian-flu-lancaster-county-josh-shapiro-
roundtable-bell-and-evans-kreider-farms/521-4a97b679-e71c-44ae-b805-31cf76c4a3e5 
 
WGAL: Shapiro visits Lancaster Rapid Response Center as avian flu hits Pa. poultry farms 
https://www.wgal.com/article/lancaster-county-rapid-response-center-avian-flu-
pennsylvania/70485227 
 
WFMZ: Gov. Shapiro meets with farmers as bird flu cases surge across Pennsylvania 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/gov-shapiro-meets-with-farmers-as-bird-flu-cases-surge-
across-pennsylvania/article_2a329192-c474-4b2b-b1b1-c7f630c57fe6.html 
 
WFMZ; https: Crowd rallies at first protest against planned ICE center in Upper Bern 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/crowd-rallies-at-first-protest-against-planned-ice-center-in-
upper-bern/article_954eb716-f85d-4840-a22e-eec07c2e8899.html 
 
Lancaster Online: West Earl Township OKs $178,318 to repair sinkhole on Route 772 in Talmage 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/west-earl-township-oks-178-318-to-repair-sinkhole-on-
route-772-in-talmage/article_5cc5b6be-a75b-4876-9e27-1a114ba88d41.html 
 
CBS21: West Earl Township asking Shapiro to pay for sinkhole expenses 
https://local21news.com/news/local/west-earl-township-asking-shapiro-to-pay-for-sinkhole-expenses-
route-772-penndot-talmage-traffic 
 
WGAL: Sinkhole repair bill has township officials calling on the state for help 
https://www.wgal.com/article/sinkhole-repair-bill-township-officials-calling-on-state-for-help/70503740 
 
Lancaster Farming: Farmland Preservation Best Buffer Against Data Centers, Redding Says 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/news/farmland-preservation-best-buffer-against-
data-centers-redding-says/article_a2e270f7-0012-4afe-b646-d9bcc91ca450.html 
 
Central Penn Business Journal: Pa. officials tackle avian flu surge in poultry industry 
https://www.cpbj.com/pa-avian-influenza-surge-response/ 
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FOX43: Avian flu outbreak reported at another Lancaster County poultry farm 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/health/avian-flu-outbreak-update-lancaster-county/521-
7b861d8b-cddb-4e3d-9625-8cce30adb370?tbref=hp 
 
Bedford Gazette: Solar projects, recycling top planners' talk 
https://bloximages.chicago2.vip.townnews.com/bedfordgazette.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editoria
l/7/39/7395630c-4bb2-4ac3-afb2-c92b78625277/699f0a3010a91.image.jpg?resize=990%2C743 
 
ABC27: Shapiro to give update on proposed Pennsylvania ICE detention centers 
https://www.abc27.com/pennsylvania/shapiro-to-give-update-on-proposed-pennsylvania-ice-
detention-centers/ 
 
WFMZ: Berks County Commissioners continue to talk with the Department of Homeland Security 
concerning ICE facility in Upper Bern Township 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/berks-county-commissioners-continue-to-talk-with-the-
department-of-homeland-security-concerning-ice-facility/article_cb5580b2-57ce-45c2-9017-
1aa674828f11.html 
 
WFMZ: ICE facilities are planned for Pa. Will the Shapiro admin sue to stop them? 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/pennsylvania/ice-facilities-are-planned-for-pa-will-the-shapiro-
admin-sue-to-stop-them/article_a467927c-cccb-41d9-802d-adb612a4b016.html 
 
CBS21: Tens of thousands of snow geese flock to Lancaster County as outbreak looms 
https://local21news.com/news/local/tens-of-thousands-of-snow-geese-flock-to-lancaster-county-as-
outbreak-looms 
 
WGAL: Lithium-ion battery failure sparks townhouse fire in Hanover 
https://www.wgal.com/article/lithium-ion-battery-failure-sparks-townhouse-fire-hanover/70505791 
 
WTAJ: Officials warn of lithium battery dangers from improper care, recycling 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/officials-warn-of-lithium-battery-dangers-from-improper-care-
recycling/ 
 
CBS3: Shapiro administration will "aggressively pursue every option" to keep ICE facilities from opening 
in Pennsylvania 
https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/pennsylvania-governor-josh-shapiro-ice-detention-
facilities/ 
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