
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – Patti 
Monahan; SERO – Robyn Briggs; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and 
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov 
 
 
Top DEP Stories 
 
York Daily Record: Oil from J&K fire spotted as far downstream in Codorus as Susquehanna 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2026/02/27/oil-from-the-jk-fire-has-reached-the-susquehanna-
dep-reports/88896745007/ 
 
York Daily Record: See crews contain oil slick on the Codorus Creek after J&K fire 
https://www.ydr.com/videos/news/local/2026/02/26/oil-and-wildlife-mix-on-the-codorus-creek-after-
salvage-yard-fire/88887719007/ 
 
York Daily Record: Photos of Codorus Creek water testing by Riverkeeper after J&K Fire 
https://www.ydr.com/picture-gallery/news/local/2026/02/26/codorus-creek-water-testing-after-jk-fire-
by-riverkeeper/88882361007/ 
 
ABC27: Pennsylvania officials working to remove ‘oily sheen’ from creek after salvage yard fire 
https://www.abc27.com/news/environment/pennsylvania-officials-working-to-remove-oily-sheen-from-
creek-after-salvage-yard-fire/ 
 
ABC27: Officials collecting samples from creek after huge York County salvage yard fire 
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/officials-collecting-samples-from-creek-after-huge-york-county-
salvage-yard-fire/ 
 
CBS21: DEP working to clean up oil, runoff from fire at salvage yard that entered Codorus creek 
https://local21news.com/news/local/video-oil-spills-into-codorus-creek-after-fire-at-york-county-
salvage-yard-sheen-video-jk-salvage-wednesday-pennsylvania-department-environmental-protection-
dep-lower-susquehanna-riverkeeper-association\ 
 
FOX43: Lower Susquehanna Riverkeepers, Pa. DEP investigate potential oil spill after J&K Salvage fire 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/york-county/lower-susquehanna-riverkeepers-investigate-
potential-oil-spill-after-jk-salvage-fire-york-county/521-fb181074-dec4-494b-84d6-
e0dfaca9bed3?tbref=hp 
 
WGAL: Oil sheen in York County creek raises concerns after J&K Salvage fire  
https://www.wgal.com/article/j-k-salvage-fire-oil-in-creek-york-county-pa/70517482 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Merck is sending its waste to off-site disposal spots 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/022726/page/6/story/merck-is-sending-its-waste-to-off-
site-disposal-spots  
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Sunbury Daily Item: Shapiro to use every tool to thwart planned DHS detention centers in PA 
https://www.dailyitem.com/cnhi_network/shapiro-to-use-every-tool-to-thwart-planned-dhs-detention-
centers-in-pa/article_586e170f-d9cc-5061-9867-6d5d5d7c77b7.html  
 
 
Climate Change 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Trump’s gutting of environmental standards endangers Americans’ health and 
finances 
https://www.inquirer.com/opinion/editorials/epa-endangerment-finding-pollution-emissions-mercury-
20260228.html?query=energy 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Daily American: Somerset County moves forward with ATV/UTV trail network plan 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/politics/government/2026/02/27/somerset-county-pa-atv-
utv-trails/88882110007/ 
 
WESA: Avian education center prepares to take flight in Pittsburgh 
https://www.wesa.fm/education/2026-02-27/avian-education-center-pittsburgh 
 
Allegheny Front: Pine Creek Rail Trail named Pa.’s Trail of the Year 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-pine-creek-rail-trail-of-the-year/ 
 
WOLF: Eagles Mere Toboggan Slide wraps up season as lake ice conditions worsen 
https://fox56.com/news/local/eagles-mere-toboggan-slide-wraps-up-season-as-lake-ice-conditions-
worsen 
 
Carbon County News: RLSR Takes on Very Possible "Trail Bear" Rescues 
https://www.carboncountynews.com/news/rlsr-takes-on-very-possible-trail-bear-
rescues/article_edab657a-d7d2-4523-be0e-ce5447525313.html 
 
Lebtown: East Hanover Township plans public meeting on agricultural zoning district 
https://lebtown.com/2026/02/27/east-hanover-township-plans-public-meeting-on-agricultural-zoning-
district/ 
 
 
Data Centers 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Alcoa pivots to data center sales as it markets 10 former industrial sites 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/02/26/alcoa-plans-to-sell-data-center.html 
 
WESA: $2M federal grant to help Pa. study electric grid updates as data center demand grows 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2026-02-27/pa-study-electric-grid-data-center-demand 
 
TribLive: Alcoa plans to sell off 10 former facilities for use as data centers 
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https://triblive.com/business/technology/alcoa-plans-to-sell-off-10-former-facilities-for-use-as-data-
centers/ 
 
TribLive: Elan Justice Pavlinich: Shippingport data centers will be financial, health burdens on Beaver 
County residents 
https://triblive.com/opinion/elan-justice-pavlinich-shippingport-data-centers-will-be-financial-health-
burdens-on-beaver-county-residents/ 
 
Pocono Record: Sen. Rosemary Brown to introduce bills regulating data centers 
https://www.poconorecord.com/story/news/politics/government/2026/02/27/rosemary-brown-data-
center-bills-moratorium/88868013007/ 
 
Scranton Times: Moosic seeks community input on data center regulations 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/02/26/moosic-seeks-community-input-on-data-center-
regulations/ 
 
lehighvalleynews.com: As data-center boom approaches, Lehigh Valley officials working to prepare 
https://www.lehighvalleynews.com/business/as-data-center-boom-approaches-lehigh-valley-officials-
working-to-prepare 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Talen can’t beat what’s already here (LTE) 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/022526/page/15/story/talen-cant-beat-whats-already-
here  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Can’t have it both ways on data centers (LTE) 
https://www.dailyitem.com/opinion/cant-have-it-both-ways/article_bb15aa21-827b-4726-a5ab-
fa6b3989e4be.html  
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Erie Times: Pipeline brought liens to western Erie County. They are finally lifted 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/local/2026/02/27/pipeline-lawsuit-brings-liens-western-erie-
county-pa-risberg/88880305007/ 
 
Patch.com: Hazmat Crews Respond After Propane Leak In Phoenixville 
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/phoenixville/hazmat-crews-respond-after-propane-leak-phoenixville 
 
 
Vector Management 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Shapiro: Bird flu vax not expected soon as virus ravages PA 
https://www.dailyitem.com/cnhi_network/shapiro-bird-flu-vax-not-expected-soon-as-virus-ravages-
pa/article_c43c400a-5bba-54d4-8e4b-657c7108b0a2.html  
 
 
Waste 
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Latrobe Bulletin: Laurel Mountain Borough reviews LTMA agreement for sewer system 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/laurel-mountain-borough-reviews-ltma-agreement-
for-sewer-system/article_81cf709e-d91b-421e-b156-e2f7f545cacf.html 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Mahoning-Cooper board backs waste transfer station  
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/022726/page/1/story/mahoning-cooper-board-backs-
waste-transfer-station-proposal   
 
 
Water 
 
WNEP: Shenandoah looks to avoid future water issues 
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/schuylkill-county/shenandoah-looks-to-avoid-future-water-
issues-schuylkill-county-aqua-pennsylvania-water-main-break/523-f2cc40f4-97fb-40df-9f3a-
f20db319ba19 
 
Record-Argus: Shenango River Watchers: A quarter century of taking care of the downstream 
https://www.recordargusnews.com/news/spotlight-shenango-river-watchers-a-quarter-century-of-
taking-care-of-the-downstream/article_f7343bbc-583b-497b-937d-3b176a9a5c15.html 
 
Lancaster Online: East Hempfield Township water problems solved, at least temporarily 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/east-hempfield-township-water-problems-solved-at-least-
temporarily/article_df5e991f-4715-43ac-9593-95a0bf22b649.html 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Shapiro vows to 'use every tool' to thwart planned DHS detention centers in Pa. 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/shapiro-vows-to-use-every-tool-to-thwart-planned-dhs-detention-
centers-in-pa/article_a0cb22d3-4936-55a9-b858-e5a73fb10a4a.html 
 
TribLive: Surging natural gas prices in Pa. could mean higher utility bills 
https://triblive.com/news/pennsylvania/surging-natural-gas-prices-in-pa-could-mean-higher-utility-bills/ 
 
Coal Region Canary: Shapiro Promises “Everything in His Power” to Stop ICE in Schuylkill, Berks Counties 
https://coalregioncanary.com/2026/02/26/pennsylvania-governor-josh-shapiro-promises-everything-in-
his-power-stop-ice-detention-centers-schuylkill-county-tremont-township/ 
 
Republican Herald: Shapiro pledges to ‘use every tool’ to stop ICE detention centers in Berks, Schuylkill 
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/02/26/shapiro-pledges-to-use-every-tool-to-stop-ice-
detention-centers-in-berks-schuylkill/ 
 
Republican Herald: East Union Twp. receives state grants for new facilities 
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/02/26/east-union-twp-receives-state-grants-for-new-
township-facilities/ 
 
Warren Times: Game commission monitoring avian influenza in wild birds 
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https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2026/02/game-commission-monitoring-avian-
influenza-in-wild-birds/ 
 
Pennlive: Migrating snow geese flocking to Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area 
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2026/02/migrating-snow-geese-flocking-to-middle-creek-wildlife-
management-area.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Tens of thousands of snow geese arrive at Middle Creek after winter weather delays 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/tens-of-thousands-of-snow-geese-arrive-at-middle-creek-after-
winter-weather-delays/article_273bda69-696a-40a3-bc86-
b1e84371ea64.html?utm_source=asset_link&utm_medium=Local%20News&utm_campaign=user_choic
e 
 
Lancaster Online: U.S. Rep. Smucker says Lancaster County should be bird flu vaccine trial site 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/health/u-s-rep-smucker-says-lancaster-county-should-be-bird-flu-
vaccine-trial-site/article_86099951-8f7a-45d0-97a1-a876e719be03.html 
 
Reading Eagle: Shapiro pledges to ‘use every tool’ to stop ICE detention centers in Berks, Schuylkill 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2026/02/26/shapiro-pledges-to-use-every-tool-to-stop-ice-detention-
centers-in-berks-schuylkill/ 
 
CBS21: Governor says PA community would 'literally run out of water' with ICE detention center 
https://local21news.com/news/local/happening-now-governor-gives-updates-on-proposed-ice-
warehouse-detention-centers-in-pa-us-immigrations-and-customs-enforcement-josh-shapiro-kristi-
noem-department-homeland-security 
 
WGAL: Gov. Shapiro aims to block ICE facilities in Berks and Schuylkill counties 
https://www.wgal.com/article/gov-shapiro-aims-block-ice-facilities-berks-schuylkill-counties/70524799 
 
WFMZ: ‘They won’t be able to flush the toilet’: Shapiro says proposed ICE facilities present challenges to 
small towns’ resources 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/they-won-t-be-able-to-flush-the-toilet-shapiro-says-
proposed-ice-facilities-present/article_d23a6a96-61ec-45db-8888-7ce95e87b29d.html 
 
WFMZ: 'A secret move': Gov. Shapiro pushing back on federal government ICE facility plans in Berks, 
Schuylkill counties 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/a-secret-move-gov-shapiro-pushing-back-on-federal-
government-ice-facility-plans-in-berks/article_7322ad53-fc13-4e44-9cbd-37551a57cbc0.html 
 
WFMZ: Berks County commissioners continue talks with Homeland Security about ICE facility in Upper 
Bern Township 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/berks-county-commissioners-continue-talks-with-homeland-
security-about-ice-facility-in-upper-bern-township/article_cb5580b2-57ce-45c2-9017-
1aa674828f11.html 
 
Lancaster Farming: Townships Cause Concern by Proposing Growth Areas on Lancaster County Farmland 
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https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/conservation/townships-cause-concern-by-
proposing-growth-areas-on-lancaster-county-farmland/article_a7f42eaa-09d5-4ab5-8f22-
b68afa745370.html 
 
CBS3: Time capsule to be buried in Philadelphia for 250th anniversary of U.S., will be opened in 2276 
https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/america-250-time-capsule-philly-2276/ 
 
Billy Penn: 30th Street a popular option for Philly’s future intercity bus station 
https://billypenn.com/2026/02/26/philadelphia-intercity-bus-terminal-amtrak-30th-street/ 
 
WHYY: Beyond Anthropomorphism: The Science of Animal Emotions 
https://whyy.org/episodes/do-animals-have-feelings/ 
 
Bucks County Beacon: Governor Shapiro Doubles Down on Opposition to ICE Detention Centers 
Proposed in Pennsylvania After Visit With Berks and Schuylkill County Leaders 
https://buckscountybeacon.com/2026/02/shapiro-doubles-down-on-opposition-to-ice-detention-
centers-proposed-in-pennsylvania-after-visit-with-berks-and-schuylkill-county-leaders/ 
 
Pottstown Mercury: Shapiro pledges to ‘use every tool’ to stop ICE detention centers in Berks, Schuylkill 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2026/02/26/shapiro-pledges-to-use-every-tool-to-stop-ice-detention-
centers-in-berks-schuylkill/ 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: DRIVE gets $5.7M grant to develop Point Township site 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/drive-gets-5-7m-grant-to-develop-point-township-
site/article_cd59168e-c1b7-4481-9bda-7ecfae1b0f75.html  
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