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Top DEP Stories 
   
Bradford Era: Drought watch lifted for five counties, hydrologic conditions normal statewide 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/drought-watch-lifted-for-five-counties-hydrologic-conditions-
normal-statewide/article_8fe5f088-9322-5df3-a025-c50b437dcc7f.html 
 
Standard Speaker:  drought watch lifted in Schuylkill, Carbon  and surrounding counties 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/news/drought-watch-lifted-in-schuylkill-carbon-and-surrounding-
counties/article_18523f02-7e6a-5fda-98ae-a95cc417cb9b.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Flaring emissions dominate pollution from Beaver County’s Shell plant 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2023/01/22/shell-petrochemical-complex-
flaring-potter-township-beaver-county-emergency-measure/stories/202301220130  
 
Mentions   
 
Erie Times: EPA: Erie facility emitting less cancer-causing ethylene oxide but questions remain 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/local/2023/01/21/eto-erie-pa-cosmed-cancer-causing-toxin-
source-reduction/69823379007/ 
 
WTAE: EPA warns of a greater cancer risk in Butler County community 
https://www.wtae.com/article/epa-warns-of-a-greater-cancer-risk-in-butler-county-
community/42578713  
 
Climate Change 
 
Pennlive: Please share your methane emissions concerns to the EPA 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2023/01/please-share-your-methane-emissions-concerns-to-the-
epa-pennlive-letters.html 
 
Pennlive: Why gas stoves matter to the climate – and the gas industry: Keeping them means homes will 
use gas for heating too 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2023/01/why-gas-stoves-matter-to-the-climate-and-the-gas-
industry-keeping-them-means-homes-will-use-gas-for-heating-too-opinion.html 
 
WITF/StateImpact: In Pa., heat pumps could be a climate change solution. But contractors and 
customers would need to buy in 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2023/01/20/in-the-modest-heat-pump-a-climate-solution/ 
 
CBS21: Students build future cities representing climate change 
https://local21news.com/news/local/students-build-future-cities-representing-climate-change# 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Snow scarcity has a long tradition in Philly 
https://www.inquirer.com/weather/snow-philadelphia-weather-forecast-polar-vortex-la-nina-
20230123.html  
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The Mercury: Jerry Shenk: Relax, there is no ‘climate emergency’ 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2023/01/23/jerry-shenk-relax-there-is-no-climate-emergency/  
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Clearfield Progress: Pennsylvania farmland conservation offers short-term pain, long-term gain 
https://www.theprogressnews.com/news/state/pennsylvania-farmland-conservation-offers-short-term-
pain-long-term-gain/article_8186438a-9901-11ed-a463-870a3552cbd2.html  
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Local trails scrambling to manage electric bikes 
https://lancasteronline.com/sports/outdoors/local-trails-scrambling-to-manage-electric-bikes-
column/article_d9adf7de-9743-11ed-8851-6b88286c2278.html 
 
Citizens Voice:  how communities in North-Central PA are attempting to preserve a scarce resource- 
darkness 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/how-communities-in-north-central-pa-are-attempting-to-
preserve-a-scarce-resource-darkness/article_53b68a68-ea53-56dc-b594-33bd538bfead.html 
 
Butler Eagle: Eagle Scout project to revitalize green space in Mars with recycled caps 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20230120/eagle-scout-project-to-revitalize-green-space-in-mars-with-
recycled-caps/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Boy Scouts selling off storied camps under pressure from sex-abuse claims, 
bankruptcy — and locals are worried  
https://www.inquirer.com/news/boy-scouts-sex-abuse-bankruptcy-minsi-coucil-philadelphia-poconos-
camp-trexler-20230123.html  
 
Pottstown Mercury: Developers explore potential for Norristown State Hospital’s ‘blank canvas’ 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2023/01/22/developers-explore-potential-for-norristown-state-hospitals-
blank-canvas/  
 
The Mercury: Editorial: Upper Pottsgrove leaders are violating public trust 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2023/01/23/editorial-upper-pottsgrove-leaders-are-violating-public-trust/  
 
Philadelphia Business Journal: Boutique vineyard, winery adjacent to Longwood Gardens lists for 
$3.395M 
https://www.bizjournals.com/philadelphia/news/2023/01/20/galer-estate-winery-kennett-square-for-
sale.html?cx_testId=40&cx_testVariant=cx_8&cx_artPos=4#cxrecs_s  
 
Pittsburgh Business Journal: Sustainable Pittsburgh names sustainable workplace list 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/01/20/sustainable-pittsburgh-initiative-
workplaces.html  
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Energy 
 
Clearfield Progress: Penelec customers urged to arrange payment plans, apply for bill assistance 
programs 
https://www.theprogressnews.com/news/local/penelec-customers-urged-to-arrange-payment-plans-
apply-for-bill-assistance-programs/article_36400b86-9816-11ed-8910-53a01e1548a2.html  
 
Pennlive: We must make it easier to share Pennsylvania’s energy resources with the world 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2023/01/we-must-make-it-easier-to-share-pennsylvanias-energy-
resources-with-the-world-opinion.html 
 
Lancaster Farming: PA Farm Show Butter Sculpture Becomes Renewable Energy 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/country-life/fairs-and-shows/pa-farm-show-butter-sculpture-
becomes-renewable-energy/article_4c4f5987-6216-5422-8d1b-ca2af14e5cdf.html 
 
Meadville Tribune: Let there be solar: Church sees bright spot in adding rooftop solar panels 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/let-there-be-solar-church-sees-bright-spot-in-adding-rooftop-
solar-panels/article_bf3f6a84-991b-11ed-9677-875237016ff3.html 
 
Philadephia Inquirer: 2023 Philadelphia Auto Show features more electric vehicles and more ways to 
ride in cars 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/2023-philadelphia-auto-show-evs-camp-jeep-20230122.html  
 
Pittsburgh Business Journal: Businesses, groups tell lawmakers regulatory burden, high energy costs 
must be lowered 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/01/20/energy-costs-regulatory-burden-
pennsylvania.html  
 
Post-Gazette: Pennsylvania's energy debate enters cautiously optimistic era 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-state/2023/01/22/pennsylvania-s-energy-debate-enters-
cautiously-optimistic-era/stories/202301220081  
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Reading Eagle: Berks officials question EPA safety standards surrounding former Exide site 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2023/01/23/berks-officials-question-epa-safety-standards-surrounding-
former-exide-site/ 
 
WTAJ: 7,600 gallons of fuel oil leaked at Spring Farms Elementary 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/7600-gallons-of-fuel-oil-leaked-at-spring-farms-elementary/ 
 
Butler Eagle: Cleaning up the prairie 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20230123/cleaning-up-the-
prairie/?CSAuthResp=1634089911%3A173807578679725%3A19827%3A1%3A24%3Asuccess%3AFC33C4
817E6A1CD10FE59F45037BD376 
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KYW NEWS: School District of Philadelphia sues city over asbestos inspection law 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/school-district-philadelphia-lawsuit-asbestos-
inspection-law  
 
Pittsburgh Business Journal: Major Pittsburgh region projects to move forward in 2023: PennSTART, 
Carrie Furnace, RIDC Mill 19 become growth engines 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/01/17/pittsburgh-region-projects-spark-economic-
growth.html  
 
Mining 
 
CBS21: The Underground Miners give an update on their efforts to reopen Brooks Mine in Scranton. 
https://local21news.com/news/local/the-underground-miners-give-an-update-on-their-efforts-to-
reopen-brooks-mine-in-scranton# 
 
RGGI 
 
WITF/StateImpact: Claim that Pa. climate program was unlawfully delayed is moot, court says 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2023/01/20/claim-that-pa-climate-program-was-unlawfully-
delayed-is-moot-court-says/ 
 
Times Observer: State energy debate enters cautiously optimistic era 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2023/01/state-energy-debate-enters-cautiously-
optimistic-era/ 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Clearfield Progress: Rush Township Supervisors discuss liquid fuel funds 
https://www.theprogressnews.com/news/rush-township-supervisors-discuss-liquid-fuel-
funds/article_62039cd2-9826-11ed-8af2-5ffe5e01e5d2.html  
  
Daily Local: Pottstown community still frightened 8 months after gas explosion, new odors  
https://www.dailylocal.com/2023/01/20/pottstown-community-still-frightened-8-months-after-gas-
explosion-new-odors/  
 
Delco Times: Gas prices do a 180 in the Philadelphia market and begin to rise   
https://www.delcotimes.com/2023/01/23/gas-prices-do-a-180-in-the-philadelphia-market-and-begin-
to-rise/  
 
Waste 
 
Lancaster Farming: Everything Farmers Need to Know About Composting Animal Mortalities 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/livestock/everything-farmers-need-to-know-about-
composting-animal-mortalities/article_ba9b29cd-1e2b-5ea5-b629-36007dd89d2f.html 
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Water 
 
Sun Gazette: Water, water everywhere: Local officials discuss levee, Grafius Run, other issues with 
lawmaker 
 https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2023/01/water-water-everywhere-local-officials-discuss-
levee-grafius-run-other-issues-with-lawmaker/  
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Penn Twp. supervisors conditionally approve resident's pool in stormwater 
swale 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/penn-twp-supervisors-conditionally-approve-residents-
pool-in-stormwater-swale/article_b3ffefc4-99c3-11ed-9c88-7b07496596bc.html 
 
York Dispatch: York receives more than $1 million for water conservation projects 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2023/01/20/york-receives-more-than-1-million-for-
water-conservation-projects/69819965007/ 
 
Kane Republican: Free Water Testing for a limited number of private wells, springs, and cisterns in PA 
(pg 5) 
https://kanerepublican.pressreader.com/kane-republican/20230121 
 
Indiana Gazette: New IUP-IRMC podcast focuses on Indiana's wastewater treatment plant 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/iup_news/new-iup-irmc-podcast-focuses-on-indianas-
wastewater-treatment-plant/article_b3c7e60f-e5ce-52e9-b1a5-b38641c0e1fa.html 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Elk Run flood control system restored, sediment removed 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/elk-run-flood-control-system-restored-sediment-
removed/article_fdba970e-976b-11ed-bfc1-db9d9750fe66.html  
 
Post-Gazette: Evoqua, Downtown Pittsburgh-based water treatment company, agrees to be acquired for 
$7.5 billion 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/pittsburgh-company-news/2023/01/23/evoqua-xylem-water-
treatment-acquistion/stories/202301230057  
 
Miscellaneous 
 
News-Item: Biden’s next climate hurdle: Enticing Americans to buy green 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/national/biden-s-next-climate-hurdle-enticing-americans-to-buy-
green/article_2d1ca320-4ff2-5495-a437-b5deb69e73d8.html  
 
News-Item: Clean energy gains a foothold in India, but coal still rules 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/national/clean-energy-gains-a-foothold-in-india-but-coal-still-
rules/article_d604ad34-e2ce-5d0f-b8ee-8f5b8524fc91.html  
 
Daily Item: Pennsylvania communities try to dim lights, enhance stargazing 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/pennsylvania-communities-try-to-dim-lights-enhance-
stargazing/article_912de72c-98eb-11ed-b24f-376ad4026629.html  
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https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2023/01/20/york-receives-more-than-1-million-for-water-conservation-projects/69819965007/
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Pennlive: How communities in north-central Pa. are attempting to preserve a scarce resource: darkness 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2023/01/how-communities-in-north-central-pa-are-attempting-to-
preserve-a-scarce-resource-darkness.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Environmental groups, residents battle light pollution in effort to save night sky 
in Pa. Wilds 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/environmental-groups-residents-battle-light-pollution-in-
effort-to-save-night-sky-in-pa-wilds/article_5fee2940-9b0e-11ed-9c4e-e39426973489.html 
 
Tyrone Daily Herald: Antis Township earns grants, approves ordinances 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/daily_herald/news/antis-township-earns-grants-approves-
ordinances/article_01c7f5b6-d5bd-5ee0-98c7-5512b70a46aa.html 
 
Bucks County Courier Times/ Intelligencer: Bucks County restaurant owners scramble to deal with 
record egg prices 
https://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/story/news/local/2023/01/22/rising-egg-costs-yet-another-
blow-for-bucks-county-restaurant-owners/69821369007/  
 
Delco Times: Experts examine ‘unprecedented’ post-COVID economy 
https://www.delcotimes.com/2023/01/23/experts-examine-unprecedented-post-covid-economy/  
Philadelphia Inquirer: Two Philly chefs and a South Jersey farmer are teaming up to bring fresh produce 
to a Jewish community center 
https://www.inquirer.com/business/bartee-produce-nj-honeysuckle-provisions-philadelphia-
community-supported-agriculture-20230121.html  
 
KYW News: Food Bank of South Jersey to get new fleet of hybrid vehicles, deliver more hope and food 
thanks to federal grant  
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/south-jersey-food-bank-federal-grant  
 
KWY NEWS: Study finds visibility of stars rapidly declining  
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/national/study-finds-visibility-of-stars-rapidly-declining  
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