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Top DEP Stories 
 
Pittsburgh City Paper: Pa. Environmental Quality Board votes to join initiative to limit state's CO2 
emissions 
https://www.pghcitypaper.com/pittsburgh/pa-environmental-quality-board-votes-to-join-initiative-to-
limit-states-co2-emissions/Content?oid=19812770 
 
Pennsylvania Capital-Star: Joining RGGI will strengthen Pennsylvania’s recovery | Opinion 
https://www.penncapital-star.com/commentary/joining-rggi-will-strengthen-pennsylvanias-recovery-
opinion/ 
 
Indiana Gazette: State board approves RGGI, prepares it for final action in September 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/local/state-board-approves-rggi-prepares-it-for-final-action-in-
september/article 57cccb5c-167e-568d-a175-887cad3d41bf.html 
 
WICU-TV: Erie Coke Update 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/44309664/erie-coke-update 
 
WICU-TV: Erie Coke Owners Look to Make Money as You Pay to Clean up Site 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/44308032/erie-coke-owners-look-to-make-money-as-you-pay-to-
clean-up-site 
 
WITF/StateImpact PA: Biden administration officials eye more money for land restoration projects in 
Pennsylvania 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2021/07/14/biden-administration-officials-eye-more-money-
for-land-restoration-projects-in-pennsylvania/ 
 
York Daily Record: Why GOP senators are blasting a Pa. environmental board's vote on climate change 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/2021/07/15/pa-greenhouse-gas-vote-climate-change-complaints-
gop-senators/7971212002/ 
 
WITF: Get to know RGGI: The cap-and-trade program clears a major hurdle 
https://www.witf.org/2021/07/15/get-to-know-rggi-the-cap-and-trade-program-clears-a-major-hurdle/ 
 
WKOK Radio: More local abandoned coal lands may be converted to public use 
https://www.wkok.com/more-local-abandoned-coal-lands-may-be-converted-to-public-use/  
 
Allegheny Front: Board approves RGGI rule, moving PA. a step closer to joining carbon emissions 
program 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/rggi-regional-greenhouse-gas-initiative-carbon-pennsylvania/ 
 
Mentions 
 
Butler Eagle: Sewage plan topic of Summit meeting 
http://www.butlereagle.com/article/20210715/NEWS01/210719668 
 



Public Herald: Pennsylvania remains negligent on radiation guidance despite TENORM study 
https://publicherald.org/pennsylvania-remains-negligent-on-radiation-guidance-despite-tenorm-study/  
 
RGGI 
 
Morning Call:  I applaud Gov. Wolf for taking a serious step on climate change | Opinion 
https://www.mcall.com/opinion/mc-opi-pa-regional-greenhouse-gas-rggi-climate-change-muschick-
20210714-bnmtxerp2vazrc5ymdzdie5hvu-story.html 
 
Bucks County Courier Times: Why GOP senators are blasting a Pa. environmental board's vote on 
climate change 
https://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/story/news/2021/07/15/pa-greenhouse-gas-vote-climate-
change-complaints-gop-senators/7971212002/ 
 
Air 
 
Post-Gazette: Allegheny County health board approves sick leave pay, air pollution rules 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/region/2021/07/14/Allegheny-County-health-board-approves-sick-
leave-pay-air-pollution-rules/stories/202107140118 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Bradford Era: Bobber Gobblers 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/rts-bobber-gobblers/article ae12ee6e-596c-5f13-b711-
4e8b0c06db41.html#tncms-source=login 
 
WJET-TV: Save the bees: Pa. loses nearly 50 percent of honey bee colonies 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/western-pa-news/save-the-bees-pa-loses-nearly-50-percent-of-
honey-bee-colonies/ 
 
Pennsylvania Capital-Star: Western Pa. birders question state Game Commission over removal of 
protected species’ nests 
https://www.penncapital-star.com/energy-environment/western-pa-birders-question-state-game-
commission-over-removal-of-protected-species-nests/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Armstrong Trails explores converting 14-mile Kiski Junction Railroad into a recreational 
trail 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/armstrong-trails-explores-converting-14-mile-kiski-
junction-railroad-into-a-recreational-trail/ 
 
PennState News: Fire operations-prescribed burning combo reduces wildfire severity up to 72% 
https://news.psu.edu/story/663696/2021/07/14/research/fire-operations-prescribed-burning-combo-
reduces-wildfire-severity 
 
Energy 
 
Chambersburg Public Opinion: Meet Menno Haven's Green Team: Franklin County senior citizens 
helping to save the planet 



https://www.publicopiniononline.com/story/news/local/2021/07/14/menno-havens-green-team-
instrumental-making-solar-power-reality/7952839002/ 
 
Morning Call: 72-year-old Mahoning Drive-In Theater could be demolished if solar farm plan moves 
forward 
https://www.mcall.com/news/mc-ent-mahoning-drive-at-risk-of-closing-20210714-
jd6nrtlnwvfr7fnhdauaol4w3q-story.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Local resources now power Pittsburgh International Airport as microgrid goes into 
operation 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2021/07/14/Local-resources-now-power-
Pittsburgh-International-Airport-as-microgrid-goes-into-operation/stories/202107140124 
 
WHYY: SEPTA’s cracking battery buses raise questions about the future of electric transit 
https://whyy.org/articles/septas-cracking-battery-buses-raise-questions-about-the-future-of-electric-
transit/ 
 
Environmental Cleanup & Brownfields 
 
Clarion News: Possible resolution for blighted Leeper properties 
https://www.theclarionnews.com/news/frontpage/article 4c404e50-3d7b-587c-a82c-
54a6a7b58c46.html 
 
Allegheny Front: TRAILS Brownfields to green destinations: The history of Pittsburgh’s riverfront trails 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/brownfields-to-green-destinations-the-history-of-pittsburghs-
riverfront-trails/ 
 
Mining 
 
Bradford Era: Appalachian states face billions in mining cleanup 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/nation/report-appalachian-states-face-billions-in-mining-
cleanup/article 5481d151-1b53-52e2-a77b-027db8a519ec.html 
 
Allegheny Front: Pennsylvania could face new wave of abandoned coal mines 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-could-face-new-wave-of-abandoned-coal-mines/ 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Allegheny Front: EPA-approved fracking chemicals include PFAS, a “forever chemical” 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/epa-approved-fracking-chemicals-include-pfas-a-forever-chemical/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Two Pa. constables were cleared of bribery charges, convicted of a lesser count in 
Mariner pipeline case 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/mariner-east-constables-trial-pipeline-robel-johnson-20210714.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: RMU study sees big economic boost from Shell's Beaver County plant 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2021/07/14/shell-beaver-county-plant-economic-
impact.html 



 
Waste 
 
Tribune-Review: Hazardous waste collection scheduled for Freeport Area Middle School 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/hazardous-waste-collection-scheduled-for-freeport-
middle-school/ 
 
Reuters: Sweden's EQT taking U.S. waste manager Covanta private in $5.3 billion deal 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-eqt-covanta/swedens-eqt-to-buy-covanta-holding-in-5-3-billion-
deal-idUSKBN2EK1C3 
 
Water 
 
Law360: Biden Pick To Lead Army Corps Aims For Lasting Water Policy  
https://www.law360.com/environmental/articles/1402631/biden-pick-to-lead-army-corps-aims-for-
lasting-water-policy 
 
Kane Republican: Mount Jewett Regional Sewer Meeting (pg 1) 
https://kanerepublican.pressreader.com/kane-republican 
 
York Daily Record: Who 'owns' the Susquehanna River? York County or Lancaster County? 
https://www.ydr.com/story/opinion/2021/07/14/york-county-doesnt-own-susquehanna-river-
lancaster-county-does/7962587002/ 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Pa. Fish and Boat Commission warns of invasive mudsnails in Cumberland County 
waters 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/pa-fish-and-boat-commission-warns-of-invasive-mudsnails-in-
cumberland-county-waters/article 618a5329-6908-537e-b911-7e09cd68a86c.html 
 
FOX43: Muddy Run Pumped Storage Facility to test emergency warning system next week 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/lancaster-county/muddy-run-pumped-storage-facility-to-
test-emergency-warning-system-next-week/521-7b6495e6-5be0-45e2-89d8-f5b2ac6da5e9 
 
Allegheny Front: NOAA forecasts mild algal blooms in Lake Erie for second consecutive year 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/noaa-forecasts-mild-algal-blooms-in-lake-erie-for-second-consecutive-
year/ 
 
Gettysburg Times: Partnering for water protection 
https://www.gettysburgtimes.com/life entertainment/columns/article d8a82f5d-c96e-532b-9043-
0675755073f4.html 
 
Citizens’ Voice: County mulls uses of pandemic relief funds; stormwater fee reduction one option 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/coronavirus/county-mulls-uses-of-pandemic-relief-funds-
stormwater-fee-reduction-one-option/article 15805760-43e9-5f83-a67c-7333f1eb83e5.html 
 
Bucks County Courier Times: Bucks County to declare disaster declaration as flood damage assessment 
continues 



https://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/story/news/2021/07/14/lower-bucks-flood-victims-red-
cross-center-open/7961929002/ 
 
PAHomepage: New Albany residents clean up flood debris while preparing for more storms 
https://www.pahomepage.com/news/new-albany-residents-clean-up-flood-debris-while-preparing-for-
more-storms/ 
 
Times Leader: Stormwater and levee fee reductions possible with Luzerne County funding windfall 
https://www.timesleader.com/news/1502247/stormwater-and-levee-fee-reductions-possible-with-
luzerne-county-funding-windfall 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
WICU-TV: Erie Family Discovers Bird With Possible Mysterious Sickness 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/44309558/erie-family-discovers-bird-with-possible-mysterious-
sickness 
 
Pennlive: After 17 years, was the Brood X cicada emergence this summer a bust? 
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2021/07/after-17-years-was-the-brood-x-cicada-emergence-this-
summer-a-bust.html 
 
Reading Eagle: Egg laying of Brood X cicadas is killing tree branches 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/environment/egg-laying-of-brood-x-cicadas-is-killing-tree-
branches/article 9b3e693a-e4bf-11eb-a295-47e4f02de10f.html 
 
Lancaster Farming: What Native Species Should Be Planted After Removing Invasives? 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farm life/gardening/what-native-species-should-be-planted-after-
removing-invasives/article b5fef68a-e3e4-11eb-84d0-5b1429410a44.html 
 
StateImpact PA: Pa. native’s book looks at ‘global odyssey of migratory birds,’ challenges from climate 
change 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2021/07/14/pa-natives-book-looks-at-global-odyssey-of-
migratory-birds-challenges-from-climate-change/ 
 
Erie Times: In Pennsylvania, getting a falconry permit takes a lot of work 
https://www.goerie.com/story/sports/outdoors/2021/07/15/what-is-falconry-hunting-with-birds-
hawks-eagles-takes-dedication/7963562002/ 
 
Observer-Reporter: Mysterious illness plagues Pennsylvania songbirds 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/mysterious-illness-plagues-pennsylvania-
songbirds/article 30034b7e-e328-11eb-b9c3-e33966a43a44.html 
 
Pennlive: Pa. firefighters rerouted to Minnesota to combat wildfires in the Superior National Forest 
https://www.pennlive.com/nation-world/2021/07/pa-firefighters-rerouted-to-minnesota-to-combat-
wildfires-in-the-superior-national-forest.html 
 
NEXTPittsburgh: RK Mellon Foundation launches $1 million competition for for-profit companies making 
social impact 



https://nextpittsburgh.com/latest-news/rk-mellon-foundation-launches-1-million-pitch-competition-
for-for-profit-companies-making-a-big-social-impact/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Make your pitch: RK Mellon announces $1 million competition to make 'social impact 
investments' 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/tech-news/2021/07/14/Richard-King-Mellon-Foundation-
pitch-competition-strategic-plan-Social-Impact-Investments-Ascender-OneValley-
startups/stories/202107140096 


