
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – 
Colleen Connolly; SERO – Stephanie Berardi; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Lauren Camarda). If Central 
Office staff (and others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at kedeibert@pa.gov  
 
 
Top DEP Stories 
 
Bucks County Beacon: US Appeals Court Rules Environmental Groups Can Continue Legal Challenge of 
Pipeline That Would Pass Through Bucks County 
https://buckscountybeacon.com/2024/07/us-appeals-court-rules-environmental-groups-can-continue-
legal-challenge-of-pipeline-that-would-pass-through-bucks-county/ 
 
Citizens’ Voice: Chesapeake Bay and its NEPA watersheds of the Susquehanna and Lackawanna rivers 
show improved aquatic health 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/chesapeake-bay-and-its-nepa-watersheds-of-the-
susquehanna-and-lackawanna-rivers-show-improved-aquatic/article_e151bbfe-02dd-59b4-9e64-
2101b49388cd.html 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Cuts to backlog a good first step, but more needs to be done (Editorial) 
https://www.sungazette.com/opinion/editorials/2024/07/cuts-to-backlog-a-good-first-step-but-more-
needs-done/  
 
 
Mentions 
 
Environmental Health News: 30 environmental advocacy groups ask PA governor to veto carbon capture 
bill 
https://www.ehn.org/carbon-capture-pennsylvania-2668758773.html 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Somerset commissioners broker meeting over High Point Lake project concerns 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/somerset-commissioners-broker-meeting-over-high-point-lake-
project-concerns/article_370083fe-4394-11ef-aee0-d3564fa4fc15.html 
 
Lock Haven Express: City Council updated on Ohl Reservoir upgrades 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2024/07/city-council-updated-on-ohl-reservoir-
upgrades/  
 
Marcellus Drilling News: New PA state budget includes third party review of DEP permits 
https://marcellusdrilling.com/2024/07/new-pa-state-budget-includes-third-party-review-of-dep-
permits/  
 
 
East Palestine Train Derailment 
 
AP: Few residents opt out of $600 million class action settlement in East Palestine, Ohio, derailment 
https://apnews.com/article/east-palestine-train-derailment-settlement-
3792f1bbef481a4cad3fd278f534f910 
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Post-Gazette: East Palestine train derailment settlement sees few opt-outs, objections from residents 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2024/07/16/east-palestine-train-derailment-
norfolk-southern-lawsuit-settlement/stories/202407160113 
 
Bedford Gazette: Few residents opt out of $600 million class action settlement in East Palestine, Ohio, 
derailment 
https://www.bedfordgazette.com/ap/business/few-residents-opt-out-of-600-million-class-action-
settlement-in-east-palestine-ohio-derailment/article_99083606-64b3-54ec-a460-ad8083a0a96a.html 
 
The Record-Argus: Few residents opt out of $600 million class action settlement in East Palestine, Ohio, 
derailment 
https://www.recordargusnews.com/ap/business/few-residents-opt-out-of-600-million-class-action-
settlement-in-east-palestine-ohio-derailment/article_a37ec919-c48e-5375-a738-9c9cdd91219c.html 
 
 
Plum Home Explosion 
 
Post-Gazette: Peoples Natural Gas not at fault in Plum house explosion that killed 6, state agency 
concludes 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2024/07/16/rustic-ridge-blast-puc-people-
natural-gas/stories/202407160085 
 
Tribune-Review: Peoples Gas service lines not responsible for Plum explosion, PUC finds 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/puc-rules-peoples-gas-equipment-not-responsible-for-
rustic-ridge-explosion/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Editorial: Rustic Ridge report doesn't deliver final answer 
https://triblive.com/opinion/editorial-rustic-ridge-report-doesnt-deliver-final-answer/ 
 
KDKA: Radio: PUC finishes investigation into Plum house explosion 
https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/local/puc-finishes-investigation-into-plum-house-explosion 
 
WTAE: Plum house explosion in Rustic Ridge was not linked to public utilities, PUC says 
https://www.wtae.com/article/plum-explosion-rustic-ridge-pennsylvania-public-utility-
commission/61612458# 
 
 
Air 
 
Wall Street Journal: Canada’s Wildfires Are Back After $10 Billion Economic Blow 
https://www.wsj.com/world/americas/canada-wildfires-heat-wave-economy-
d63f2962?mod=hp_lead_pos6  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Board of Health to consider whether to raise fees for air emissions 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/07/16/allegheny-county-air-pollution-fees.html 
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Climate Change 
 
StateImpact PA: Neighborhoods in Pa. cities can get up-to 13 degrees hotter due to urban environment 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2024/07/16/neighborhoods-in-pa-cities-can-get-up-to-13-
degrees-hotter-due-to-urban-environment/  
 
Tribune-Review: Anita Prizio and Erika Strassburger: Pa. stands to gain from methane reduction funding 
https://triblive.com/opinion/anita-prizio-and-erika-strassburger-pa-stands-to-gain-from-methane-
reduction-funding/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
My ChesCo: Pennsylvania Takes Bold Steps to Protect Wildlife with New Report 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/pennsylvania-takes-bold-steps-to-protect-wildlife-
with-new-report/ 
 
Daily American: First 3 national parks, 9/11 National Memorial Trail alliance start connections 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/local/2024/07/12/alignment-kicks-off-start-of-911-trail-
connection-in-somerset-county-area/74341180007/  
 
Daily American: CSA accepting entries for annual goose hunt drawing 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/local/2024/07/15/cambria-somerset-authority-taking-
entries-for-annual-goose-hunt-drawing/74378593007/ 
 
Lewistown Sentinel: Relax in a river float this weekend 
https://www.lewistownsentinel.com/news/local-news/2024/07/relax-in-a-river-float-this-weekend/ 
 
 
Drought 
 
WJAC: 'It's been a pretty bad drought so far:' Local farmers struggle with summer weather 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/its-been-a-pretty-bad-drought-so-far-local-farmers-struggle-with-
summer-weather#  
 
CBS21: 'It's been a pretty bad drought so far:' Local farmers struggle with summer weather 
https://local21news.com/news/local/its-been-a-pretty-bad-drought-so-far-local-farmers-struggle-with-
summer-weather# 
 
 
Energy 
 
Citizens’ Voice:  Overwhelming crowd size at solar farm meeting postpones Lehman Twp. Public hearing 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/overwhelming-crowd-size-at-solar-farm-meeting-postpones-
lehman-twp-public-hearing/article_48e1b941-1b32-5dd9-8c3f-bf39bfcaae3a.html 
 
Allied News: Tempers flare over Coolspring solar farm; supervisors approve project 
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https://www.alliednews.com/news/tempers-flare-over-coolspring-solar-farm-supervisors-approve-
project/article_7bbb900c-7ab1-5f3b-8884-9e3a814a6169.html 
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Tribune-Review: Brick by brick, old Fort Pitt Brewery begins to fall in West Jeannette 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/brick-by-brick-old-fort-pitt-brewery-begins-to-fall-in-west-
jeannette/ 
 
Sayre Morning Times: Progress Authority updates on land bank authority 
https://www.morning-times.com/news/article_24001752-9c83-5ab1-8b0d-
27181a043849.html?utm_source=morning-
times.com&utm_campaign=%2Fnewsletters%2Fheadlines%2F%3F-
dc%3D1721210442&utm_medium=email&utm_content=headline  
 
 
Vector Management 
 
Post-Gazette: Pa.’s first human case of West Nile virus this year reported in Baldwin Borough 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2024/07/16/west-nile-virus-human-case-pa-
2024/stories/202407160106  
 
KDKA Radio: First case of West Nile virus in 2024 reported in Baldwin 
https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/local/first-case-of-west-nile-virus-in-2024-reported-in-
baldwin 
 
KDKA: Allegheny County resident hospitalized with West Nile virus 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/baldwin-resident-hospitalized-west-nile-virus-allegheny-
county-mosquitoes/ 
 
FOX43: Franklin County Commissioners remind residents how they can help stop the spread of invasive 
Asian tiger mosquito 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/asian-tiger-mosquito-population-control-franklin-county-
commissioners-reminder/521-30c2f924-e4ea-4afa-afcc-8fae49d9b693 
 
New Castle News: Pet Talk | Unwelcome invaders: Handling the threat of tick 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/lifestyles/pet-talk-unwelcome-invaders-handling-the-threat-of-
tick/article_cb606e50-40b1-11ef-a924-5f644072aaae.html 
 
New Castle News: West Nile Virus has presence in county 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/west-nile-virus-has-presence-in-
county/article_955071a6-4378-11ef-a8c4-8f04a025d27c.html 
 
 
Waste 
 
Daily American: Household hazardous waste and electronics collection event planned for July 20 

https://www.alliednews.com/news/tempers-flare-over-coolspring-solar-farm-supervisors-approve-project/article_7bbb900c-7ab1-5f3b-8884-9e3a814a6169.html
https://www.alliednews.com/news/tempers-flare-over-coolspring-solar-farm-supervisors-approve-project/article_7bbb900c-7ab1-5f3b-8884-9e3a814a6169.html
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/brick-by-brick-old-fort-pitt-brewery-begins-to-fall-in-west-jeannette/
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/brick-by-brick-old-fort-pitt-brewery-begins-to-fall-in-west-jeannette/
https://www.morning-times.com/news/article_24001752-9c83-5ab1-8b0d-27181a043849.html?utm_source=morning-times.com&utm_campaign=%2Fnewsletters%2Fheadlines%2F%3F-dc%3D1721210442&utm_medium=email&utm_content=headline
https://www.morning-times.com/news/article_24001752-9c83-5ab1-8b0d-27181a043849.html?utm_source=morning-times.com&utm_campaign=%2Fnewsletters%2Fheadlines%2F%3F-dc%3D1721210442&utm_medium=email&utm_content=headline
https://www.morning-times.com/news/article_24001752-9c83-5ab1-8b0d-27181a043849.html?utm_source=morning-times.com&utm_campaign=%2Fnewsletters%2Fheadlines%2F%3F-dc%3D1721210442&utm_medium=email&utm_content=headline
https://www.morning-times.com/news/article_24001752-9c83-5ab1-8b0d-27181a043849.html?utm_source=morning-times.com&utm_campaign=%2Fnewsletters%2Fheadlines%2F%3F-dc%3D1721210442&utm_medium=email&utm_content=headline
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2024/07/16/west-nile-virus-human-case-pa-2024/stories/202407160106
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2024/07/16/west-nile-virus-human-case-pa-2024/stories/202407160106
https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/local/first-case-of-west-nile-virus-in-2024-reported-in-baldwin
https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/local/first-case-of-west-nile-virus-in-2024-reported-in-baldwin
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/baldwin-resident-hospitalized-west-nile-virus-allegheny-county-mosquitoes/
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/baldwin-resident-hospitalized-west-nile-virus-allegheny-county-mosquitoes/
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/asian-tiger-mosquito-population-control-franklin-county-commissioners-reminder/521-30c2f924-e4ea-4afa-afcc-8fae49d9b693
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/asian-tiger-mosquito-population-control-franklin-county-commissioners-reminder/521-30c2f924-e4ea-4afa-afcc-8fae49d9b693
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/lifestyles/pet-talk-unwelcome-invaders-handling-the-threat-of-tick/article_cb606e50-40b1-11ef-a924-5f644072aaae.html
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/lifestyles/pet-talk-unwelcome-invaders-handling-the-threat-of-tick/article_cb606e50-40b1-11ef-a924-5f644072aaae.html
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/west-nile-virus-has-presence-in-county/article_955071a6-4378-11ef-a8c4-8f04a025d27c.html
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/west-nile-virus-has-presence-in-county/article_955071a6-4378-11ef-a8c4-8f04a025d27c.html


https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/local/2024/07/15/household-hazardous-waste-
electronics-collection-set-for-july-20/74365239007/  
 
 
Water 
 
Times News: Weissport gets updates on levee, Forge St. projects 
https://www.tnonline.com/20240716/weissport-gets-updates-on-levee-forge-st-projects/ 
 
Daily American: What will Boswell do with its latest grant of $755,000? 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/local/2024/07/16/boswell-to-receive-755k-grant-for-
more-stormwater-drainage-work-somerset-county/74236637007/ 
 
Pennlive: The Chesapeake Bay is being restored thanks to clean up efforts in Pennsylvania 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2024/07/the-chesapeake-bay-is-being-restored-thanks-to-clean-up-
efforts-in-pennsylvania-pennlive-letters.html 
 
WFMZ: Topton officials say strike may affect some borough services 
https://www.wfmz.com/_homepage_top_stories/topton-officials-say-strike-may-affect-some-borough-
services/article_b74ef01c-4386-11ef-a921-7bcfbc1ece17.html 
 
Bradford Era: Bradford Sanitary Auth. approves Pine Acres request 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/bradford-sanitary-auth-approves-pine-acres-
request/article_a85a63e8-4444-11ef-8203-ff9269ec175c.html 
 
Lock Haven Express: City: Old stormwater pipe culprit of Castanea leak 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2024/07/city-old-stormwater-pipe-culprit-of-castanea-
leak/   
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Montoursville Borough Council postpones decision on curb issue amid strife 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2024/07/montoursville-borough-council-postpones-
decision-on-curb-issue-amid-strife/  
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
KYW News Radio: Medical Report: Could environmental toxins contribute to depression? 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/could-environmental-toxins-contribute-to-
depression 
 
Lancaster Online: New Holland butterfly garden groundbreaking eyed for fall after multiple delays 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/new-holland-butterfly-garden-groundbreaking-eyed-for-fall-
after-multiple-delays-lancaster-watchdog/article_250e97d8-43a5-11ef-8a4d-eba7f0ff7d38.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Agriculture nonprofit offers free trees for planting project, including in Lancaster 
County 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/agriculture-nonprofit-offers-free-trees-for-planting-project-
including-in-lancaster-county/article_8553e0b6-4383-11ef-a5ac-bbbc35fcd88a.html 
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Lancaster Farming: ‘Miniclover’ Is a Trending Grass Alternative for Yards 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/country-life/gardening/miniclover-is-a-trending-grass-alternative-
for-yards/article_0f7a632e-c3ab-5afa-b7ff-37454d533746.html 
 
Bedford Gazette: Brush burns in Hopewell Twp. 
https://www.bedfordgazette.com/news/local/brush-burns-in-hopewell-twp/image_6370fc86-436a-
11ef-ae3f-4f309b48086b.html 
 
FOX43: Emergency crews battle massive brush fire in Juniata County 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/juniata-county/emergency-crews-fight-50-acre-brush-fire-
juniata-county/521-dd129e4a-a133-43e1-895b-04916bd9b9df 
 
FOX43: Cumberland County township institutes burn ban until further notice 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/cumberland-county/burn-ban-southampton-township-
cumberland-county/521-d60c180d-0ba9-4679-86d0-42b53eb350e5 
 
Bradford Era: Penn State to offer sustainability certificate program 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/penn-state-to-offer-sustainability-certificate-
program/article_46fd4010-43a5-11ef-8840-130635a6e229.html 
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