
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – 
Colleen Connolly; SERO – Stephanie Berardi; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Lauren Camarda). If Central 
Office staff (and others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at kedeibert@pa.gov  
 
 
Top DEP Stories 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Monitors set up near coal bank blaze 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/071724/page/3/story/monitors-set-up-near-coal-bank-
blaze  
 
 
Mentions 
 
Bucks County Beacon: US Appeals Court Rules Environmental Groups Can Continue Legal Challenge of 
Pipeline That Would Pass Through Bucks County 
https://buckscountybeacon.com/2024/07/us-appeals-court-rules-environmental-groups-can-continue-
legal-challenge-of-pipeline-that-would-pass-through-bucks-county/ 
 
Olean Times-Herald: PA awards $15.5M in grants, loan for Shinglehouse wastewater work 
https://www.oleantimesherald.com/news/local/pa-awards-15-5m-in-grants-loan-for-shinglehouse-
wastewater-work/article_2ce10d98-4462-11ef-baa0-03b470349a44.html  
 
 
Bartram’s Garden/51st Street Alliance Contamination 
 
WHYY: Pa. officials criticized over response to chemical spill at Bartram’s Garden 
https://whyy.org/articles/bartrams-garden-chemical-spill/ 
 
NBC 10: Possible chemical contamination closes portion of Bartram's Garden Mile Trail 
https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/bartrams-garden-philadelphia-chemical-contamination/  
 
Metro Philadelphia: Potential toxic chemical leak reported at Bartram’s Garden  
https://metrophiladelphia.com/toxic-chemical-leak-bartrams-garden/ 
 
Fox 29: Popular SW Philadelphia trail abruptly closed while officials test for potential toxic chemicals 
https://www.fox29.com/news/popular-sw-philadelphia-trail-abruptly-closed-while-officials-test-
potential-toxic-chemicals 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Bartram’s Garden closes trail because of ‘potential chemical contamination’ 
nearby 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/bartrams-garden-contamination-trail-closed-
20240717.html#loaded 
 
Philly Voice: Potential chemical contamination at Bartram's Garden prompts investigation, closure of 
pedestrian trail 
https://www.phillyvoice.com/bartrams-garden-toxic-chemical-leak-contamination/ 
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Train Derailment 
 
WESA: After December's Altoona-area train derailment, U.S. Senators ask Norfolk Southern for 
transparency 
https://www.wesa.fm/development-transportation/2024-07-17/altoona-derailment-norfolk-southern-
transparency-casey-fetterman 
 
AP: EPA watchdog investigating delays in how the agency used sensor plane after fiery Ohio derailment 
https://apnews.com/article/epa-norfolk-southern-east-palestine-derailment-
5de5958410a5b0d16fbb45e090f91a68 
 
Post-Gazette: East Palestine mayor uses GOP convention to blast Biden response to train derailment 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/election-2024/2024/07/17/east-palestine-mayor-derailment-
biden-trump-republican-convention/stories/202407170151  
 
Washington Examiner: The most important 42 miles in American politics 
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/3086867/the-most-important-42-miles-in-american-
politics/ 
 
 
Plum Home Explosion 
 
KDKA: Plum residents have some answers 1 year after deadly house explosion that killed 6 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/plum-residents-pennsylvania-public-utility-commission-
house-exposion/  
 
 
Air 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: U.S. Steel plant manager urges more review of Allegheny County air-permit 
fee increases  
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/07/17/allegheny-county-board-of-health-july.html  
 
 
Climate Change 
 
WESA: Thousands of Pa. prisoners endure summer heat without air conditioning  
https://www.wesa.fm/courts-justice/2024-07-17/pennsylvania-prisons-no-air-conditioning  
 
KDKA Radio: Climate change is making days longer 
https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/national/climate-change-is-making-days-longer 
 
Scientific American: New Satellites Alone Won’t Stop the Methane Climate Crisis 
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/methanes-climate-crisis-needs-more-than-satellites-to-
stop-emissions/ 
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Conservation and Recreation 
 
Bradford Era: Penn State to offer sustainability certificate program 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/penn-state-to-offer-sustainability-certificate-
program/article_46fd4010-43a5-11ef-8840-130635a6e229.html 
 
Butler Eagle: Butler County Commissioners decide on different route for tree harvesting 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20240718/butler-county-commissioners-decide-on-different-route-for-
tree-harvesting/ 
 
WICU-TV: Crawford County Invites Community to Celebrate Newly Renamed George M. Hummer County 
Forest 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/51053340/crawford-county-invites-community-to-celebrate-
newly-renamed-george-m-hummer-county-forest 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Silver Spring Township breaks ground on improvements to park off Carlisle Pike 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/government-politics/silver-spring-township-breaks-ground-on-
improvements-to-park-off-carlisle-pike/article_6622669a-2cb3-11ef-9f8d-e77805c37503.html 
 
The Reporter: Second session planned to discuss Norristown trailhead improvements 
https://www.thereporteronline.com/2024/07/17/second-session-planned-to-discuss-norristown-
trailhead-improvements/ 
 
The Latin Sun: A section of the Schuylkill River Trail will be closed 
https://elsolnewsmedia.com/rio-schuylkill-river-trail/ 
 
Delaware Currents: Cadosia fishing access site opened in Upper Delaware River 
https://delawarecurrents.org/ 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Kocher Park is closing to public on weekends 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/071724/page/1/story/kocher-park-is-closing-to-public-
on-weekends  
 
Daily American: Why are moths and frogs important to our ecosystem? Local experts will explain. 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/local/2024/07/18/two-area-events-recognize-moths-frogs-
for-contributions-to-environment-somerset-westmoreland-county/74439148007/ 
 
 
Energy 
 
Pennlive: Wind power operations off Nantucket Island are suspended after blade parts wash ashore 
https://www.pennlive.com/nation-world/2024/07/wind-power-operations-off-nantucket-island-are-
suspended-after-blade-parts-wash-ashore.html 
 
The Latin Sun: Philadelphia Bets on an Equitable Clean Energy Transition 
https://elsolnewsmedia.com/transicion-equitativa-energia-limpia/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: New nuclear company's roadshow begins in Pittsburgh  
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https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/07/18/new-nuclear-companys-roadshow-begins-
in-pittsburgh.html  
 
Tribune-Review: Electric vehicle owners will have to pay $200 in annual taxes starting in 2025 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/electric-vehicle-owners-will-have-to-pay-200-in-annual-taxes-
starting-2025/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Conor Lamb and Kate Harper: Western Pa. ready to lead hydrogen energy revolution 
https://triblive.com/opinion/conor-lamb-and-kate-harper-western-pa-ready-to-lead-hydrogen-energy-
revolution/ 
 
Bloomberg: US Public EV Chargers Set to Surpass Gas Stations in Eight Years 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-07-18/when-will-the-us-have-more-public-ev-
chargers-than-gas-stations?srnd=green 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Shamokin News-Item: AAA: Local gas prices trending lower 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/business/aaa-local-gas-prices-trending-lower/article_9ce14638-
3d6b-11ef-b55e-b39fa267dece.html  
 
Tribune-Review: North Huntingdon rejects lease for gas drilling on township land 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/north-huntingdon-rejects-lease-for-gas-drilling-on-township-
land/ 
 
Beaver County Times: Central Atlantic region gas prices fell from last week: See how much here 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/local/2024/07/17/weekly-gas-prices/74442221007/ 
 
 
Radiation Protection 
 
Post-Gazette: Cleanup of radioactive sludge in Martins Ferry to begin by the end of the month 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2024/07/18/radioactive-waste-asutin-master-
ohio-martins-ferry/stories/202407180053  
 
 
Vector Management 
 
CBS21: Pennsylvania sees first human case of West Nile Virus this year 
https://local21news.com/news/local/pennsylvania-sees-first-human-case-of-west-nile-virus-this-year-
allegheny-county-baldwin-health-pa# 
 
KYW News: Pools of mosquitoes with West Nile virus exterminated in Delaware County 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/delaware-county-pools-mosquitoes-west-nile-
virus 
 
 

https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/07/18/new-nuclear-companys-roadshow-begins-in-pittsburgh.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/07/18/new-nuclear-companys-roadshow-begins-in-pittsburgh.html
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/electric-vehicle-owners-will-have-to-pay-200-in-annual-taxes-starting-2025/
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/electric-vehicle-owners-will-have-to-pay-200-in-annual-taxes-starting-2025/
https://triblive.com/opinion/conor-lamb-and-kate-harper-western-pa-ready-to-lead-hydrogen-energy-revolution/
https://triblive.com/opinion/conor-lamb-and-kate-harper-western-pa-ready-to-lead-hydrogen-energy-revolution/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-07-18/when-will-the-us-have-more-public-ev-chargers-than-gas-stations?srnd=green
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-07-18/when-will-the-us-have-more-public-ev-chargers-than-gas-stations?srnd=green
https://www.newsitem.com/news/business/aaa-local-gas-prices-trending-lower/article_9ce14638-3d6b-11ef-b55e-b39fa267dece.html?utm_source=newsitem.com&utm_campaign=%2Fnewsletters%2Flists%2Fheadlines%2F%3F-dc%3D1721293224&utm_medium=email&utm_content=headline
https://www.newsitem.com/news/business/aaa-local-gas-prices-trending-lower/article_9ce14638-3d6b-11ef-b55e-b39fa267dece.html?utm_source=newsitem.com&utm_campaign=%2Fnewsletters%2Flists%2Fheadlines%2F%3F-dc%3D1721293224&utm_medium=email&utm_content=headline
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/north-huntingdon-rejects-lease-for-gas-drilling-on-township-land/
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/north-huntingdon-rejects-lease-for-gas-drilling-on-township-land/
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/local/2024/07/17/weekly-gas-prices/74442221007/
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2024/07/18/radioactive-waste-asutin-master-ohio-martins-ferry/stories/202407180053
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2024/07/18/radioactive-waste-asutin-master-ohio-martins-ferry/stories/202407180053
https://local21news.com/news/local/pennsylvania-sees-first-human-case-of-west-nile-virus-this-year-allegheny-county-baldwin-health-pa
https://local21news.com/news/local/pennsylvania-sees-first-human-case-of-west-nile-virus-this-year-allegheny-county-baldwin-health-pa
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/delaware-county-pools-mosquitoes-west-nile-virus
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/delaware-county-pools-mosquitoes-west-nile-virus


Waste 
 
WTAJ: New Cambria County recycling collection truck unveiled 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/new-cambria-county-recycling-collection-truck-unveiled/ 
 
WJAC: Cambria County waste authority unveils new 'environmentally friendly' recycling truck 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/cambria-county-waste-authority-unveils-new-environmentally-friendly-
truck#  
 
Daily Courier: Everson dealing with garbage issues 
https://www.dailycourier.com/news/everson-dealing-with-garbage-issues/article_916b49c0-4469-11ef-
a815-536b4bdc2cc0.html 
 
 
Water 
 
Bradford Era: Bradford Sanitary Auth. approves Pine Acres request 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/bradford-sanitary-auth-approves-pine-acres-
request/article_a85a63e8-4444-11ef-8203-ff9269ec175c.html 
 
Bradford Era: ELDRED: Boil water advisory issued 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/eldred-boil-water-advisory-issued/article_b0f9590c-4483-11ef-
929c-8b127e8041c4.html 
 
WICU-TV: PENNVEST Awards City of Franklin $22M for Wastewater Project 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/51052965/pennvest-awards-city-of-franklin-dollar22m-for-
wastewater-project 
 
York Daily record: Chop and Drop projects are happening across the state in wild trout waters. Here's 
why 
https://www.ydr.com/story/sports/outdoors/2024/07/18/trees-being-cut-down-and-falling-into-wild-
brook-trout-streams-dcnr-fish-and-boat-trout-unlimited/74400601007/ 
 
Daily Local: Pottstown to hike water rates by 17% over the next 3 years 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2024/07/17/pottstown-to-hike-water-rates-by-17-over-the-next-3-years/ 
 
69 News: $5.7 million in state funding going towards project connecting 2 water systems in Bucks 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/southeastern-pa/5-7-million-in-state-funding-going-towards-
project-connecting-2-water-systems-in-bucks/article_3636e9ee-4476-11ef-b024-6b2da239d5a9.html 
 
DuBois Courier-Express: Pennsylvania America Water increase cut in half by state 
https://www.thecourierexpress.com/the_leader_vindicator/news/local/pennsylvania-america-water-
increase-cut-in-half-by-state/article_3a4466a2-407e-11ef-b764-1717e12afd9d.html  
 
Mon Valley Independent: Glassport cancels kids’ fishing contest due to river conditions 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2024/07/18/glassport-cancels-kids-fishing-contest-due-to-
river-conditions/  
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Pittsburgh Business Times: Restriction placed on Mon River barges near dam being demolished  
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/07/17/mon-river-barges-elizabeth-locks-dam.html  
 
Tribune-Review: Beaver Run's water levels remain OK despite dry spell, authority officials say 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/beaver-runs-water-levels-remain-ok-despite-dry-spell-
authority-officials-say/ 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Reading Eagle: Pa. agriculture secretary tours urban gardens in Reading 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2024/07/17/pa-agriculture-secretary-russell-redding-tours-urban-
gardens-in-reading/ 
 
Lancaster Farming: Biosolids Have Always Been a Controversial Subject 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/news/biosolids-have-always-been-a-controversial-
subject-opinion/article_3f890b2a-4387-11ef-a713-6317e0605d89.html 
 
abc27: Shippensburg issues burn ban amid dry weather 
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/shippensburg-issues-burn-ban-amid-dry-weather/ 
 
FOX43: Shippensburg Fire Department enacts burn ban, citing recent dry conditions 
https://www.fox43.com/article/weather/burn-ban-shippensburg-fire-department-dry-conditions/521-
162e5739-f9f6-4e95-9432-192dc46dd6ea 
 
KDKA: Beaver Grade Road in Moon Township is back open after a landslide. But who pays for the 
repairs? 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/beaver-grade-road-reopens-moon-township-landslide/  
 
Tribune-Review: Somerset spill yields hazmat call, substance determined to be nontoxic 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/somerset-spill-yields-hazmat-call-substance-determined-to-be-
nontoxic/article_885dcf6a-44a5-11ef-91c7-2ba5f2b81f0d.html  
 
The Guardian: US government urged to declare wildfire smoke and extreme heat major disasters 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jul/17/extreme-heat-wildfire-smoke-disaster-
fema 
 
 

https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/07/17/mon-river-barges-elizabeth-locks-dam.html
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/beaver-runs-water-levels-remain-ok-despite-dry-spell-authority-officials-say/
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/beaver-runs-water-levels-remain-ok-despite-dry-spell-authority-officials-say/
https://www.readingeagle.com/2024/07/17/pa-agriculture-secretary-russell-redding-tours-urban-gardens-in-reading/
https://www.readingeagle.com/2024/07/17/pa-agriculture-secretary-russell-redding-tours-urban-gardens-in-reading/
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/news/biosolids-have-always-been-a-controversial-subject-opinion/article_3f890b2a-4387-11ef-a713-6317e0605d89.html
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/news/biosolids-have-always-been-a-controversial-subject-opinion/article_3f890b2a-4387-11ef-a713-6317e0605d89.html
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/shippensburg-issues-burn-ban-amid-dry-weather/
https://www.fox43.com/article/weather/burn-ban-shippensburg-fire-department-dry-conditions/521-162e5739-f9f6-4e95-9432-192dc46dd6ea
https://www.fox43.com/article/weather/burn-ban-shippensburg-fire-department-dry-conditions/521-162e5739-f9f6-4e95-9432-192dc46dd6ea
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/beaver-grade-road-reopens-moon-township-landslide/
https://www.tribdem.com/news/somerset-spill-yields-hazmat-call-substance-determined-to-be-nontoxic/article_885dcf6a-44a5-11ef-91c7-2ba5f2b81f0d.html
https://www.tribdem.com/news/somerset-spill-yields-hazmat-call-substance-determined-to-be-nontoxic/article_885dcf6a-44a5-11ef-91c7-2ba5f2b81f0d.html
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jul/17/extreme-heat-wildfire-smoke-disaster-fema
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jul/17/extreme-heat-wildfire-smoke-disaster-fema

