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Top DEP Stories 
 
Pennlive: National spotlight shines on Josh Shapiro’s contested environmental record 
https://www.pennlive.com/elections/2024/07/national-spotlight-shines-on-josh-shapiros-contested-
environmental-record.html 
 
KDKA: Code Orange Air Quality Action Day issued for most of Pittsburgh area 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/code-orange-air-quality-action-day-issued-for-most-of-
pittsburgh-area/ 
 
WTAE: Code Orange Air Quality Alert for Pittsburgh region Monday 
https://www.wtae.com/article/pittsburgh-air-quality-code-orange-july-29/61720855  
 
WPXI: Air Quality Alert issued for several counties Monday; few storms could bring downpours, lightning 
https://www.wpxi.com/weather/air-quality-alert-issued-several-counties-monday-few-storms-could-
bring-downpours-lightning/MNFTOWMROVFBTPYXFLIYG6JTFQ/  
 
WPXI: Code Orange air quality alert declared for several western Pennsylvania counties on Monday 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/code-orange-air-quality-alert-declared-several-western-
pennsylvania-counties-monday/RKFJD3556FFSLPUMQBBBXPM23M/  
 
Post-Gazette: Code orange air quality alert issued for Pittsburgh area Monday 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/weather-news/2024/07/28/code-orange-air-quality-alert-
pittsburgh/stories/202407280139 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Republican Herald: West end of Schuylkill County faces new “landfill “threat 
https://www.republicanherald.com/news/west-end-of-schuylkill-county-faces-new-landfill-
threat/article_6b0fb4c0-83e1-515c-a5c5-3c5573005119.html 
 
PhillyBurbs: Decomposing animals at slaughterhouse prompt Bucks lawsuit 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/2024/07/26/plumstead-slaughterhouse-kingdom-provisions-
stoltzfus-pipersville-lawsuit-bucks-county-agriculture/74446639007/ 
 
WHYY: A flurry of grant money is flowing to the Philly region for environmental projects 
https://whyy.org/articles/grant-money-philadelphia-environment-projects-epa/ 
 
Allegheny Front: PA. LOOKS TO REGULATE CARBON STORAGE WELLS WITH NEW LAW 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-has-a-new-law-meant-to-transfer-federal-regulation-of-
underground-carbon-dioxide-storage-wells-to-the-state/ 
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Herald-Standard: Davistown residents frustrated by prolonged East Dunkard water outage 
https://www.heraldstandard.com/local-news/2024/jul/29/davistown-residents-frustrated-by-
prolonged-east-dunkard-water-outage/  
 
Observer-Reporter: Davistown residents frustrated by prolonged East Dunkard water outage 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2024/jul/29/davistown-residents-frustrated-by-
prolonged-east-dunkard-water-outage/ 
 
Observer-Reporter: East Dunkard issues boil water advisory for Davistown area 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2024/jul/27/east-dunkard-issues-boil-water-
advisory-for-davistown-area/ 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: DTMA approves a pair of development agreements 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/dtma-approves-a-pair-of-development-
agreements/article_57e5249c-49ef-11ef-bff9-6f25c723c2e4.html  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Bill would give even more help to abandoned well cleanup 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/07/26/abandoned-gas-well-cleanup-bill.html 
 
Inside Climate News: A New National Spotlight Shines on Josh Shapiro’s Contested Environmental 
Record 
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/26072024/potential-vice-presidential-pick-josh-shapiro-
environmental-record/ 
 
Chesapeake Bay Journal: PA law seeks to make state a carbon storage center 
https://www.bayjournal.com/news/climate_change/pennsylvania-law-seeks-to-make-state-a-carbon-
storage-center/article_7aadc156-4b79-11ef-b36c-b75696e0d899.html  
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: The fight over brine spreading is a rural-urban tension 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2024/07/the-fight-over-brine-spreading-is-a-rural-urban-
tension/  
 
Sayre Morning Times: Water privatization on the rise in PA 
https://www.morning-times.com/news/article_df0488d9-772c-5276-8ff8-4c71bc9920ad.html  
 
 
Train Derailment 
 
Beaver County Radio: Norfolk Southern results complicated by derailment insurance payments, proxy 
fight and productivity 
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/norfolk-southern-results-complicated-by-derailment-insurance-
payments-proxy-fight-and-productivity/ 
 
 
Air 
 
Pennlive: ‘Code Orange’ air quality alert issued for Monday in central Pa. 
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https://www.pennlive.com/news/2024/07/code-orange-air-quality-alert-issued-for-monday-in-central-
pa.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Code orange air quality alert issued for Lancaster County 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/code-orange-air-quality-alert-issued-for-lancaster-
county/article_965f3af8-4d2a-11ef-b719-3be593cf3b73.html 
 
York Dispatch: York County under Code Orange air quality action day on Monday 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2024/07/28/york-county-under-code-orange-air-
quality-action-day-on-monday/74583087007/ 
 
FOX43: Code Orange air quality alert issued for Monday, July 29 
https://www.fox43.com/article/weather/code-orange-alert-july-29-pennsylvania-air-quality/521-
f1a158aa-c2d8-407f-8a64-93b3af88f44f 
 
Tribune-Review: Dry conditions prompt burning ban in Unity 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/dry-conditions-prompt-burning-ban-in-unity/ 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
Bradford Era: Discovery of a hybrid lineage offers clues to how trees adapt to climate change 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/discovery-of-a-hybrid-lineage-offers-clues-to-how-trees-adapt-to-
climate-change/article_42c1fbe0-4ac5-11ef-81be-ef94d7a285a9.html 
 
Allegheny Front: A NEW BOOK PROVIDES HOPE FOR RESTORING THE ATMOSPHERE FROM CLIMATE 
POLLUTION 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/a-new-book-provides-hope-for-restoring-the-atmosphere-from-
climate-pollution/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Rev. Erik Hoeke: Climate action is a moral imperative 
https://triblive.com/opinion/rev-erik-hoeke-climate-action-is-a-moral-imperative/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy forges forest of the future in face of global warming 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-parks-conservancy-forges-forest-of-the-future-in-face-of-global-
warming/ 
 
Post-Gazette: David Fickling: Climate change and changing populations mean doing the Olympics 
differently 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/Op-Ed/2024/07/29/fickling-olympics-climate-change-
developing-countries-cost/stories/202407290009 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Delaware Currents: U.S. House passes bill blocking creation of Delaware River National Park 
https://delawarecurrents.org/2024/07/26/delaware-river-national-park-2/ 
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The Derrick: Culvert work done; Emlenton trail project moves ahead 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/culvert-work-done-emlenton-trail-project-moves-
ahead/article_5b38e8f0-4b5b-11ef-b601-0f3044014939.html 
 
Indiana Gazette: Tammie Robinson honored for 45 years of service with Indiana County Conservation 
District 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/tammie-robinson-honored-for-45-years-of-service-with-
indiana-county-conservation-district/article_18b042ca-4bc5-11ef-bd16-7f79e6d51139.html 
 
Times Observer: Allegheny National Forest Chapter Of The North Country Trail Assn. Wraps Up Trail 
Shelter Project 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2024/07/anf-chapter-of-the-north-country-trail-
association-wraps-up-trail-shelter-goal/ 
 
WICU-TV: Why a trail up Peninsula Drive hasn’t been built 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/51103191/why-a-trail-up-peninsula-drive-hasnt-been-built 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Public meetings for planning St. Xavier Nature Preserve to be held next week 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/public-meetings-for-planning-st-xavier-nature-
preserve-to-be-held-next-week/article_0005bc92-4ad4-11ef-96cf-f70964b41be7.html  
 
Tribune-Review: 'Frog Week' part of nonprofit's goal to draw attention to backyard creatures 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/frog-week-part-of-nonprofits-goal-to-draw-attention-to-
backyard-creatures/ 
 
Bradford Era: New district forester for Tioga State Forest announced 
https://www.bradfordera.com/new-district-forester-for-tioga-state-forest/article_51272eba-4b7b-11ef-
9aee-4b74b878ffd0.html 
 
 
Energy 
 
Times Observer: Our opinion: Carbon capture bill a smart step 
https://www.timesobserver.com/opinion/our-opinion/2024/07/our-opinion-carbon-capture-bill-a-
smart-step/ 
 
WESA: Pa. schools can soon apply for grants to offset cost of solar projects 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-07-29/pennsylvania-schools-solar-project-grants 
 
Post-Gazette: Musk says Trump’s anti-EV stance could hurt Tesla; he still supports him 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/tech-news/2024/07/25/musk-trump-ev-tesla-earnings-
call/stories/202407260020  
 
WTAE: 'It's a community of women': Nuclear energy leader discusses Pittsburgh conference, industry 
future 
https://www.wtae.com/article/women-in-nuclear-pittsburgh/61713559 
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Shamokin News-Item: Cars we remember: Electric car concerns started with the cart before the horse 
breakdown 
https://www.newsitem.com/arts_living/automotive/cars-we-remember-electric-car-concerns-started-
with-the-cart-before-the-horse-breakdown/article_7d22def6-4847-11ef-bbf4-af0866152cf2.html  
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
York Daily Record: Contaminated foundry site in Adams County nets grant, loans to be rehabilitated 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2024/07/26/contaminated-gettysburg-foundry-adams-county-
industrial-development-to-be-rehabilitated/74564118007/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Sharpsburg awarded $10 million for waterfront housing, recreation project 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/sharpsburg-awarded-10-million-for-waterfront-housing-
recreation-project/  
 
Shamokin News-Item: Code, blight fight made complicated by Shamokin’s financial status 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/code-blight-fight-made-complicated-by-shamokins-financial-
status/article_738a6a72-483c-11ef-b1bf-
130aad519c86.html?utm_source=newsitem.com&utm_campaign=%2Fnewsletters%2Flists%2Fheadlines
%2F%3F-dc%3D1722070803&utm_medium=email&utm_content=headline  
 
 
Mining 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Cook goes underground for hearing on mining industry 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2024/07/29/cook-goes-underground-for-hearing-on-mining-
industry/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Historical society mines Derry area's coal mining past for living history program 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/historical-society-mines-derry-areas-coal-mining-past-for-
living-history-program/ 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
My ChesCo: Senator Casey Backs Bill to Tackle Abandoned Oil and Gas Wells 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/government/senator-casey-backs-bill-to-tackle-abandoned-oil-
and-gas-wells/ 
 
WJAC: PNG failed to properly report, react to Tyrone house explosion, PUC complaint alleges 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/png-failed-properly-report-react-to-tyrone-house-explosion-puc-
complaint-alleges-investigation-blair-county-pennsylvania-utility-commission-violations-evacuations-
gas-leak-peoples-workers-fatal-injuries  
 
Tribune-Democrat: Utility regulators file complaint against natural gas company in fatal 2021 blast in 
Tyrone 
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https://www.tribdem.com/news/utility-regulators-file-complaint-against-natural-gas-company-in-fatal-
2021-blast-in-tyrone/article_e491076b-396b-5750-b771-a844fcc65482.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: How Columbia Gas is working to ensure talent pipelines in wake of tech 
school closures 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/07/26/columbia-gas-partnering-talent-
pipelines.html 
 
Environmental Health News: Living near oil and gas operations linked to worse mental health in people 
hoping to become pregnant 
https://www.ehn.org/fracking-mental-health-2668799448.html 
 
 
PFAS 
 
Environmental Health News: New bill aims to address PFAS health guidance needs 
https://www.ehn.org/new-bill-aims-to-address-pfas-health-guidance-needs-2668826294.html  
 
 
Radiation Protection 
 
WBRE: Ohio school, closed for radioactive material, being sold “as-is” 
https://www.pahomepage.com/news/national-news/ohio-school-closed-for-radioactive-material-being-
sold-as-is/  
 
 
Vector Management 
 
Lancaster Farming: Tick-Borne Diseases On the Rise in New England, How Will It Affect Farms? 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/livestock/tick-borne-diseases-on-the-rise-in-new-
england-how-will-it-affect-farms/article_508f3342-49d4-11ef-919c-2f8c2a8e309c.html 
 
 
Waste 
 
York Daily Record: Former Tiger Trash VP charged with stealing $60,400 from employer: Police 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/crime/2024/07/26/former-vp-of-tiger-trash-stole-60400-from-
company-police-jeremy-knaub/74555699007/ 
 
York Dispatch: Former trash company VP from York Township accused of making $60,000 in 
unauthorized purchases 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/crime/2024/07/26/former-trash-company-vp-accused-of-
making-60000-in-unauthorized-purchases/74555907007/ 
 
WESA: Report: Chemical recycling of plastic won't benefit the Ohio Valley 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-07-27/chemical-plastic-recycling-ohio-valley-report 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: City officials continue to weigh trash options 
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https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/city-officials-continue-to-weigh-trash-
options/article_ef9c261c-48f7-11ef-af1c-ab1f0e9fd41e.html 
 
Beaver County Times: Electronic recycling event to take place at Riverside High School Aug. 6 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/local/2024/07/22/electronic-recycling-event-planned-at-
riverside-high-school-aug-6-beaver-lawrence-county/72774212007/ 
 
 
Water 
 
Bucks County Today: Aqua Pennsylvania Breaks Ground on Crum Creek Water Treatment Plant 
Improvement Project 
https://bucksco.today/2024/07/aqua-pennsylvania-crum-creek/ 
 
Delaware Currents: Roll out the (rain) barrels to promote sustainability and flood prevention 
https://delawarecurrents.org/2024/07/27/rain-barrels-benefits/ 
 
Pennlive: Sewage overflow makes swimming unsafe in the Susquehanna River 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2024/07/sewage-overflow-makes-swimming-unsafe-in-the-
susquehanna-river-pennlive-letters.html 
 
WFMZ: Swimming area reopens at Blue Marsh Lake 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/swimming-area-reopens-at-blue-marsh-
lake/article_23c9a1d0-4b7d-11ef-b5af-03addbc552b7.html 
 
Bradford Era: Forest Service accepting comments on Bear Creek project 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/forest-service-accepting-comments-on-bear-creek-
project/article_5f7010f6-4ab6-11ef-b840-9bd50611cf35.html 
 
The Derrick: OC council tackles park and waterline projects at meeting 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/oc-council-tackles-park-and-waterline-projects-at-
meeting/article_0ced3180-4ad2-11ef-bbf1-afff55a9fac2.html 
 
KDKA: Concerns remain after controlled explosion on Monongahela River 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/concerns-remain-after-controlled-explosion-monongahela-
river-elizabeth-dam/  
 
Mon Valley Independent: Channel opening to be expedited 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2024/07/26/channel-opening-to-be-expedited/ 
 
WPXI: Water main break closes road, several businesses in Upper St. Clair 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/water-main-break-road-closes-road-several-businesses-upper-st-
clair/KSVQHNYPDJEDLOADNFFKRLCMEQ/ 
 
WESA: Water privatization is on the rise in Pennsylvania. Here’s what you need to know. 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-07-27/pennsylvania-water-privatization-expert-faq 
 
Post-Gazette: Restored Glade Run Lake in Butler is back to where it used to be 

https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/city-officials-continue-to-weigh-trash-options/article_ef9c261c-48f7-11ef-af1c-ab1f0e9fd41e.html
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/city-officials-continue-to-weigh-trash-options/article_ef9c261c-48f7-11ef-af1c-ab1f0e9fd41e.html
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/local/2024/07/22/electronic-recycling-event-planned-at-riverside-high-school-aug-6-beaver-lawrence-county/72774212007/
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/local/2024/07/22/electronic-recycling-event-planned-at-riverside-high-school-aug-6-beaver-lawrence-county/72774212007/
https://bucksco.today/2024/07/aqua-pennsylvania-crum-creek/
https://delawarecurrents.org/2024/07/27/rain-barrels-benefits/
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2024/07/sewage-overflow-makes-swimming-unsafe-in-the-susquehanna-river-pennlive-letters.html
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2024/07/sewage-overflow-makes-swimming-unsafe-in-the-susquehanna-river-pennlive-letters.html
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/swimming-area-reopens-at-blue-marsh-lake/article_23c9a1d0-4b7d-11ef-b5af-03addbc552b7.html
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/swimming-area-reopens-at-blue-marsh-lake/article_23c9a1d0-4b7d-11ef-b5af-03addbc552b7.html
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/forest-service-accepting-comments-on-bear-creek-project/article_5f7010f6-4ab6-11ef-b840-9bd50611cf35.html
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/forest-service-accepting-comments-on-bear-creek-project/article_5f7010f6-4ab6-11ef-b840-9bd50611cf35.html
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/oc-council-tackles-park-and-waterline-projects-at-meeting/article_0ced3180-4ad2-11ef-bbf1-afff55a9fac2.html
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/oc-council-tackles-park-and-waterline-projects-at-meeting/article_0ced3180-4ad2-11ef-bbf1-afff55a9fac2.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/concerns-remain-after-controlled-explosion-monongahela-river-elizabeth-dam/
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/concerns-remain-after-controlled-explosion-monongahela-river-elizabeth-dam/
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2024/07/26/channel-opening-to-be-expedited/
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/water-main-break-road-closes-road-several-businesses-upper-st-clair/KSVQHNYPDJEDLOADNFFKRLCMEQ/
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/water-main-break-road-closes-road-several-businesses-upper-st-clair/KSVQHNYPDJEDLOADNFFKRLCMEQ/
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-07-27/pennsylvania-water-privatization-expert-faq


https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2024/07/28/glade-run-lake-butler-catch-and-release-
fishing/stories/202407260102 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Lancaster Farming: Barn Renovation Improves Air Flow, Reduces Fly Risk 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/livestock/barn-renovation-improves-air-flow-
reduces-fly-risk/article_a7b3b4f6-4a9f-11ef-b682-fb23d051ff47.html 
 
Lancaster Farming: How Are Farmers Dealing With Record-Setting Heat? 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/ag-business/how-are-farmers-dealing-with-record-
setting-heat/article_673db216-4abb-11ef-b598-7fc095b8df2d.html 
 
KDKA: 1 injured in hazmat situation at federal research facility in South Park Township 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/hazmat-situation-south-park-township-federal-research-
facility/  
 
WJAC: 300-foot smoke stack demolition at Blair County paper mill 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/demolition-takes-place-on-old-smoke-stack-at-blair-county-paper-mill# 
 
Post-Gazette: Jeff Schlegelmilch: We're not preparing for the inevitable megadisasters 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/Op-Ed/2024/07/27/megadisaster-emergency-preparedness-
managers/stories/202407260008 
 
Post-Gazette: Pittsburgh marks 14th day over 90 degrees this summer 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/weather-news/2024/07/28/pittsburgh-cooling-center-heatwave-
90-degrees/stories/202407280135 
 
Post-Gazette: Stretches of extreme heat in Pittsburgh are expected to persist, experts warn 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/weather-news/2024/07/27/extreme-heat-wave-pittsburgh-
july/stories/202407270055 
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