
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – Patti 
Monahan; SERO – Robyn Briggs; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and 
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov 
 
 
Top DEP Stories 
 
Lehighvalleylive: Pennsylvania proposes monitoring for ‘forever chemicals’ in biosolids used on farms 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/outdoors/2026/07/pennsylvania-proposes-monitoring-for-forever-
chemicals-in-biosolids-used-on-farms.html 
 
 
Mentions 
 
WPXI: Reports of radioactive material near the Montour Trail bring conflicting claims 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/reports-radioactive-material-near-montour-trail-bring-conflicting-
claims/ZS66HBCGZ5B7XAKQFMDHES2NZ4/ 
 
Coal Region Canary: Nuns’ Objection Pauses Reading Anthracite Land Sale to BRADS Landfill 
https://coalregioncanary.com/2026/07/10/nuns-objection-pauses-reading-anthracite-land-sale-to-
brads-landfill/ 
 
Standard Speaker: Volunteers breathe new life into historic ‘Pumpy’ reservoir 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/07/10/volunteers-breathe-new-life-into-historic-pumpy-
reservoir/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Things are looking better at the Lycoming County landfill 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/07/things-are-looking-better-at-the-landfill/  
 
PA Environment Digest: Delaware RiverKeeper Hosts July 23 Webinar On Changes DEP Proposes In 
Regulating Wastewater Biosolids To Prevent PFAS ‘Forever Chemical’ Contamination  
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=65835&SubjectID=  
 
PA Environment Digest: DEP Invites Comments On A Chapter 105 Permit For A Seneca Resources Co 16-
Inch Shale Gas Water Pipeline Running Through Farmington & Chatham Townships, Tioga County 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=65816&SubjectID=  
 
PA Environment Digest: Budget First Look: At Best A Cost-To-Carry Environmental Budget, Supports Oil 
& Gas Program Operations, Minor Data Center Provisions But No Moratorium Or Pause, Sales Tax 
Exemption For Data Centers Stays 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2026/07/budget-first-look-at-best-cost-to-carry.html  
 
 
Climate Change 
 
Lancaster Online: Lancaster County came together after storms. Now, elected officials must act to 
counter climate change 
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https://lancasteronline.com/opinion/editorials/lancaster-county-came-together-after-storms-now-
elected-officials-must-act-to-counter-climate-change/article_b6307966-f31e-4a71-8483-
1e1b45d47c52.html 
 
Centre Daily Times: Commentary: Climate change's heat is baking us to death. We must act 
https://www.centredaily.com/opinion/us-viewpoints/article316485381.html  
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Standard Speaker: What Beech Leaf Disease means for our area: A crucial woodland pillar in danger 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/07/11/what-beech-leaf-disease-means-for-our-area-a-crucial-
woodland-pillar-in-danger-2/ 
 
Indiana Gazette: Indiana County community, beyond celebrate Hoodlebug Pedestrian-Bicycle Trail 
Bridge grand opening 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/indiana-county-community-beyond-celebrate-hoodlebug-
pedestrian-bicycle-trail-bridge-grand-opening/article_bbadf9b7-cbc7-4cac-a60d-486837f24a12.html 
 
Lock Haven Express: Upper Pine Bottom State Park is just off the road. That’s it’s charm 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/community/2026/07/upper-pine-bottom-is-just-off-the-road-thats-
its-charm/  
 
 
Data Centers 
 
Lebtown: S. Annville authorizes solicitor to draft zoning ordinance to regulate data centers 
https://lebtown.com/2026/07/13/s-annville-authorizes-solicitor-to-draft-zoning-ordinance-to-regulate-
data-centers/?lts=fr4gtsja4a 
 
Altoona Mirror: State keeps tabs on data centers 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2026/07/pa-ai-datacenters-state-keeps-tabs/ 
 
Standard Speaker: PUC to hold hearings and site visits on power line case 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/07/10/puc-to-hold-hearings-and-site-visits-on-power-line-
case/ 
 
Standard Speaker: Hazle Twp. asks Commonwealth Court to pass on data center case for now 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/07/10/hazle-twp-asks-commonwealth-court-to-pass-on-data-
center-case-for-now/ 
 
Times-Tribune:  ‘Worse than coal’: Data centers raise new local concerns during heat waves 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/07/12/worse-than-coal-data-centers-raise-new-local-
concerns-during-heat-waves/ 
 
Record-Argus: Greenville Planning Commission talks data centers, Olympus Athletic Center 
https://www.recordargusnews.com/news/greenville-planning-commission-talks-data-centers-olympus-
athletic-center/article_8e9964ed-6bbb-4bb0-bfc0-e5812a624ff2.html 
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PA Environment Digest: A.I. Data Center Legislative Scorecard: Pennsylvania Failed To Finalize 
Meaningful Legislation On Energy Affordability, To Increase Electric Generation And Give Communities 
The Tools They Need To Cope With A.I. Proposals 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2026/07/ai-data-center-legislative-scorecard.html  
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Pa. state senator profited from $30M property sale for a massive data center 
development 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/features/spotlight_pa/pa-state-senator-profited-from-30m-property-
sale-for-a-massive-data-center-development/article_ea27c4c5-2ccb-4f80-8bfe-6147f8efcf81.html  
 
Lock Haven Express: How Pennsylvania towns are protecting themselves from the noise, heat and utility 
costs of massive data centers 
https://www.lockhaven.com/opinion/columns/2026/07/how-pennsylvania-towns-are-protecting-
themselves-from-the-noise-heat-and-utility-costs-of-massive-data-centers/  
 
 
Energy 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Rising from the coal dust: Power project development helped turn Homer City 
into a boom town 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/region/2026/06/27/power-project-development-homer-
city/stories/202606250001 
 
Lebtown: Millcreek Township approves zoning amendment on solar energy systems 
https://lebtown.com/2026/07/13/millcreek-township-approves-zoning-amendment-on-solar-energy-
systems/?lts=wk0y61jwnw 
 
WITF: Trump-backed gas stations in PA, NJ raise prices to $3.57/gallon, keep ownership a secret 
https://www.witf.org/2026/07/10/trump-backed-gas-stations-in-pa-nj-raise-prices-to-3-57-gallon-keep-
ownership-a-secret/ 
 
Centre Daily Times: Climate watch: Despite roadblocks, green is gaining (Column) 
https://www.centredaily.com/opinion/article316453049.html?tbref=hp  
 
Centre Daily Times: Power company accused of negligence after PSU grad’s electrocution near State 
College 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/article316483963.html 
 
StateCollege.com: Estate of man who died from electrocution in Centre County sues power company 
https://www.statecollege.com/articles/local-news/estate-of-man-who-died-from-electrocution-in-
centre-county-sues-power-company/  
 
PA Environment Digest: Penn State Extension Hosts Aug. 17 Webinar On Large-Scale Solar Energy 
Facilities - Where Will They Be, What Do They Look Like? 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=65830&SubjectID=  
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PA Environment Digest: PA Solar Center Hosts July 31 Webinar On Going Solar Without Tax Incentives - 
Financing For Public Entities To Stabilize, Cut Your Energy Bills 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=65829&SubjectID=  
 
PA Environment Digest: Blue-Green Coalition Calls On PA Senate To Pass Legislation To Encourage Solar 
Energy Facilities On Warehouses To Lower Energy Costs 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=65828&SubjectID=  
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Times-Tribune: Company buys 101 acres above former Marjol Battery site for housing 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/07/10/company-buys-101-acres-above-former-marjol-
battery-site-for-townhouses/ 
 
 
Mining 
 
Republican Herald: Reclaiming a ‘black desert’: $6.6M project will restore wetlands 
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/07/11/reclaiming-a-black-desert-6-6m-project-will-restore-
wetlands/ 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Record-Argus: Keystone Pipeline system's operator agrees to pay a $26.9M penalty over a major Kansas 
oil spill 
https://www.recordargusnews.com/ap/business/keystone-pipeline-systems-operator-agrees-to-pay-a-
26-9m-penalty-over-a-major-kansas/article_98527f5a-2d51-5194-8eaf-a83fcdc95807.html 
 
 
Vector Management 
 
WGAL: Cumberland County to spray mosquitoes in several communities on Monday 
https://www.wgal.com/article/cumberland-county-spray-mosquitoes-pennsylvania-monday/71914591 
 
Bradford Era: McKean County reports West Nile virus-positive mosquito sample 
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/07/10/mckean-county-reports-west-nile-virus-positive-mosquito-
sample/ 
 
Lock Haven Express: Tick bites are surging in Pennsylvania and across the US this year 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/outdoors/2026/07/tick-bites-are-surging-in-pennsylvania-and-
across-the-us-this-year/  
 
 
Waste 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: DIG Furniture Bank opens online auction to recycle, upcycle furniture 
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https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/dig-furniture-bank-opens-online-fresh-start-auction-with-gala-
to-follow/article_487dda14-c56d-4065-9cbd-63ba97110eb8.html  
 
 
Water 
 
Allegheny Front: With obsolete dams gone, Bedford sees less flooding, improved habitat 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/dam-removal-flooding-water/ 
 
WBRE: Schiel’s Family Market reopens after flash flood cleanup 
https://www.2822news.com/news/local-news/schiels-family-market-reopens-after-flash-flood-cleanup/ 
 
Ashburn Field reopens ahead of MLB All-Star Game 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/ashburn-field-reopens-ahead-of-2026-mlb-all-star-
game 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Local legislators mixed on state’s new budget 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2026/07/13/local-legislators-mixed-on-states-new-budget/ 
 
Lebtown: Swatara Township plans for residential forest update, data center ordinance 
https://lebtown.com/2026/07/13/swatara-township-plans-for-residential-forest-update-data-center-
ordinance/?lts=saueeakq2n 
 
Erie Times: How State Game Lands Boost PA Economy; Game Commission Buys 1,600 Acres 
https://www.goerie.com/story/sports/outdoors/2026/07/11/do-state-game-lands-hurt-local-tax-
revenue/90882429007/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Muncy Creek Township elaborates on conditions for proposed egg farm 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/07/muncy-creek-township-elaborates-on-
conditions-for-proposed-egg-farm/  
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