
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – Patti 
Monahan; SERO – Robyn Briggs; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and 
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: A very big Little Blue Project is eyeing the former coal ash disposal site 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2026/07/14/little-blue-project-batteries-desri-
coal-ash-pjm/stories/202607130043 
 
TribLive: Larisa Mednis and Terrie Baumgardner: Before DEP approves more pollution, it should look at 
Shell’s record 
https://triblive.com/opinion/larisa-mednis-and-terrie-baumgardner-before-dep-approves-more-
pollution-it-should-look-at-shells-record/ 
 
6abc: Residents voice frustration over Amazon data center in Falls Township 
https://6abc.com/post/residents-voice-frustration-amazon-data-center-falls-township/19509947/ 
 
Philly Burbs: At heated Falls town hall, residents rail against Amazon data center 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/environment/2026/07/15/bucks-county-data-center-town-
hall-highlights-opposition-to-falls-center/90927242007/ 
 
WHYY: Amazon to install hundreds of gas-fired generators at Bucks County data center site 
https://whyy.org/articles/amazon-data-center-bucks-county-pa-gas-generators-impact/ 
 
Patch.com: Data Center Opponents Speak Out Against Lower Bucks Co. Site 
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/levittown/data-center-opponents-speak-out-against-lower-bucks-co-
site 
 
Fox29: Amazon data center under construction in Bucks County draws questions from residents 
https://www.fox29.com/news/amazon-data-center-under-construction-bucks-county-draws-questions-
from-residents 
 
Levittown Now: Tensions Flare At Falls Twp. Town Hall Over Amazon Data Center 
https://levittownnow.com/2026/07/15/tensions-flare-at-falls-twp-town-hall-over-amazon-data-
center/#google_vignette 
 
 
Fire in Delaware County 
 
6abc: Huge plume of smoke amid large junkyard fire in Delaware County 
https://6abc.com/post/huge-plume-smoke-amid-large-junkyard-fire-burning-delaware-
county/19513405/ 
 
NBC10: Fire at EMR facility in Darby Township prompts air quality concerns in Philly 
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https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/firefighters-battle-massive-fire-in-southwest-
philadelphia/4433578/, 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Wildfire smoke and a Delco junkyard fire raise concerns about Philly air 
quality amid high temps 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/canada-wildfire-smoke-heat-20260715.html, 
 
 
Air 
 
Citizens Voice: Hazy smoke from Canadian wildfires expected to reach NEPA Wednesday 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/2026/07/14/hazy-smoke-from-canadian-wildfires-expected-to-reach-
nepa-wednesday/ 
 
Morning Call: Smoke from Canada wildfires could be visible this week in the Lehigh Valley 
https://www.mcall.com/2026/07/15/smoke-from-canada-wildfires-could-be-visible-this-week-in-the-
lehigh-valley/ 
 
WNEP: Wildfires expose millions in the Midwest and Northeast US to dangerous smoke 
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/nation-world/wildfire-smoke-new-england-midwest-northeast-
air-pollution-danger/507-02288bce-0d57-4000-a12b-ed850c87c40d?tbref=hp 
 
Pennlive: Wildfires send dangerous smoke across U.S. Northeast, Midwest 
https://www.pennlive.com/weather/2026/07/wildfires-send-dangerous-smoke-across-us-northeast-
midwest.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Smoke from Canadian wildfires to bring haze to Lancaster County this week 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/smoke-from-canadian-wildfires-to-bring-haze-to-lancaster-
county-this-week/article_9ef7b480-0506-42c8-b7df-86ffa3f92c55.html 
 
WGAL: Canadian wildfire smoke brings hazy skies to south-central Pennsylvania 
https://www.wgal.com/article/canadian-wildfire-smoke-brings-hazy-skies-to-the-susquehanna-
valley/71934786 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Heat advisory back in place for Wednesday; Heat index could reach 107  
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/heat-advisory-back-in-place-for-wednesday-heat-index-could-reach-
107/article_b8e0396a-bce5-435e-8b80-4607b55c4aca.html   
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Daily American: Party at the Lake joins hiking trail 50th anniversary festivities 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/local/2026/07/15/event-to-celebrate-50-years-of-laurel-
highlands-hiking-trail/90917993007/ 
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Tribune-Democrat: 'Really special thing': Bicyclists tout Inclined Plane Trails, growing rider culture in 
Johnstown 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/local_news/really-special-thing-bicyclists-tout-inclined-plane-trails-
growing-rider-culture-in-johnstown/article_4b766c30-e866-498c-9e4a-a8d0234acca8.html 
 
 
Data Centers 
 
Morning Call: Upper Mount Bethel residents press officials about data center plans, ordinance 
https://www.mcall.com/2026/07/15/upper-mount-bethel-residents-press-officials-about-data-center-
plans-ordinance/ 
 
Morning Call: South Whitehall data center developer says employee at hearing fired over texts 
https://www.mcall.com/2026/07/14/south-whitehall-project-atlas-data-center-hearing-texts-
developer-employee-fired/ 
 
WBRE: Borough working ahead to regulate data centers 
https://www.2822news.com/news/data-centers/borough-working-ahead-to-regulate-data-centers/ 
 
Lehighvalley Public Media: Residents push for public hearing as South Whitehall takes new look at 
hyperscale data center 
https://www.lehighvalleypublicmedia.org/news/local/residents-push-for-public-hearing-as-south-
whitehall-takes-new-look-at-hyperscale-data-center/ 
 
Pennlive: Dozens speak out as Lancaster City Council adopts data center rules 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/dozens-speak-out-as-lancaster-city-council-adopts-data-center-
rules/article_1f54e95b-3bf2-432b-9941-65176d94c68b.html 
 
WGAL: Lancaster City Council votes to pass amendment to regulate data centers 
https://www.wgal.com/article/lancaster-city-council-votes-pass-amendment-regulate-data-
centers/71937439 
 
Butler Eagle: Penn Township to hold public hearing on proposed data center ordinance 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20260715/penn-township-to-hold-public-hearing-on-proposed-data-
center-ordinance/ 
 
The Derrick: Data center plan on display; Scrubgrass' proposal lists many requirements and residents 
may comment 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/data-center-plan-on-display-scrubgrass-proposal-lists-
many-requirements-and-residents-may-comment/article_aec1cbac-52e9-4ff6-9ab4-ff7d4b4027fc.html 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Things that make you go hmmm regarding data centers (LTE)  
https://www.newsitem.com/opinion/letters_to_editor/letter-to-the-editor-things-that-make-you-go-
hmm-regarding-data-centers-in-mc/article_f073a755-43af-41f9-9941-a8f815157d19.html   
  
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Reader is thankful for data center help (LTE)  
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/news/2026/07/15/12/reader-thankful-data-center-help   
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Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Data center pause is needed in Pennsylvania (LTE)  
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/news/2026/07/15/12/data-center-pause-needed-
pennsylvania   
  
Shamokin News-Item: Forward thinking: The data center controversy (LTE)  
https://www.newsitem.com/opinion/columnists/forward-thinking-the-data-center-
controversy/article_5e3e935d-02f5-4bbd-b1ea-67573aff2c3f.html   
  
Sunbury Daily Item: Culver to host virtual session on data centers' water demand  
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/culver-to-host-virtual-session-on-data-centers-water-
demand/article_02cefc1b-795f-4d4b-9df7-4488fb297b51.html   
 
 
Energy 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Appalachia energy consortium— led by WVU, CMU and Pitt — wins $321M 
for industrial innovation hub 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/07/14/appalachia-pitt-cmu-wvu-consortium.html 
 
TribLive: Rob A. Rutenbar: Pitt partnership addressing energy inflection point 
https://triblive.com/opinion/rob-a-rutenbar-pitt-partnership-addressing-energy-inflection-point/ 
 
TribLive: Energy innovation hub led by Pitt, CMU and WVU funded with $321 million 
https://triblive.com/news/education-classroom/energy-innovation-hub-led-by-pitt-cmu-and-wvu-
funded-with-321-million/ 
 
Pennlive: Pennsylvania Game Commission expands state lands through property deals and energy 
agreements 
https://www.pennlive.com/outdoors/2026/07/pennsylvania-game-commission-expands-state-lands-
through-property-deals-and-energy-agreements.html 
 
WITF: PJM Interconnection electricity price stays high, hits cap again in latest auction 
https://www.witf.org/2026/07/15/pjm-interconnection-electricity-price-stays-high-hits-cap-again-in-
latest-auction/ 
 
Bradford Era: Power auction results will indicate 2028 electricity cost trends 
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/07/14/power-auction-results-will-indicate-2028-electricity-cost-
trends/ 
 
New Castel News: Parish converting two campuses to solar 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/parish-converting-two-campuses-to-
solar/article_a1db5e1f-59dc-4169-85a1-8b12b66ec709.html 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Nuclear power looks to make a comeback (Opinion)  
https://www.newsitem.com/opinion/columnists/nuclear-power-looks-to-make-a-
comeback/article_650690a3-b7a4-438c-a0f7-9bd60fed3eb4.html   
  
Shamokin News-Item: Farmers voice opposition to proposed transmission line   
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https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/farmers-voice-opposition-to-proposed-transmission-
line/article_41d5480d-c675-5231-b6b0-1090fe82bdfa.html   
  
Sunbury Daily Item: PJM Interconnection electricity price hits cap again in latest auction  
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/pjm-interconnection-electricity-price-hits-cap-again-in-latest-
auction/article_ebe14d12-6ebd-4a5d-b023-8ac8a07d13e3.html   
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Allegheny Front: Ohio asks 4 injection wells to shut down, suspects frack wastewater is migrating to 
other wells 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/ohio-frack-wastewater-migrating-injection-wells/ 
 
 
Waste 
 
Mon Valley Independent: NBV residents seek help preventing sewage backups in their homes 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2026/07/15/residents-seek-help-preventing-sewage-backups-
in-their-homes/ 
 
Shamokin News-Item: EPCAMR seeks volunteers for Snake Road cleanup  
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/epcamr-seeks-volunteers-for-snake-road-
cleanup/article_87fc3258-2002-4ece-ae50-594bbe78a256.html   
 
 
Water 
 
WJAC: PEMA hosts resource workshop for Blair County residents impacted by recent flash flooding 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/pema-hosts-resource-workshop-for-blair-county-residents-impacted-by-
recent-flash-flooding-weather-floodwaters-pennsylvania-emergency-officials-tyrone-snyder-township-
altoona 
 
WOLF: Swimming closed at Locust Lake State Park after poor water quality results 
https://fox56.com/news/local/swimming-closed-at-locust-lake-state-park-after-poor-water-quality-
results 
 
WFMZ: Pennsylvania American Water urges customers to cut water usage during drought expansion 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/#tncms-source=Top-Navigation-News-Berks 
 
Butler Eagle: Slippery Rock residents react to flood; council reassures plans underway 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20260714/slippery-rock-residents-react-to-flood-council-reassures-plans-
underway/ 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Penn Township Municipal Authority to drill second well  
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/penn-township-municipal-authority-to-drill-second-
well/article_2731b70b-4688-4867-883a-ea356f42b9cc.html   
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https://fox56.com/news/local/swimming-closed-at-locust-lake-state-park-after-poor-water-quality-results
https://fox56.com/news/local/swimming-closed-at-locust-lake-state-park-after-poor-water-quality-results
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/#tncms-source=Top-Navigation-News-Berks
https://www.butlereagle.com/20260714/slippery-rock-residents-react-to-flood-council-reassures-plans-underway/
https://www.butlereagle.com/20260714/slippery-rock-residents-react-to-flood-council-reassures-plans-underway/
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Miscellaneous 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Cases of diarrhea-causing parasite infection rise in Allegheny County 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2026/07/14/cyclospora-parasite-
outbreak/stories/202607140051 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: ‘One big boom’: Blast to take down Commercial Street Bridge scheduled for 
Wednesday 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2026/07/14/commercial-street-bridge-demolition-
parkway-east/stories/202607140048 
 
WPXI: Explosive demolition of Parkway East bridge scheduled for Wednesday 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/commercial-street-bridge-along-parkway-east-will-be-imploded-
wednesday/TKKQA4M4J5ACNOKW5E6R7XRJGU/ 
 
Lehighvalleylive: Pennsylvania Game Commission expands state lands through property deals and 
energy agreements 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/outdoors/2026/07/pennsylvania-game-commission-expands-state-
lands-through-property-deals-and-energy-agreements.html 
 
Lancaster Farming: Ag Policy Roundup: Pennsylvania Adds Rules for Food Processing Residuals 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/news/ag-policy-roundup-pennsylvania-adds-rules-
for-food-processing-residuals/article_ad0923fa-8af8-4181-975f-d962eb000454.html 
 
The Derrick: Venango County commissioners OK plans to remove Justus Lake sediment 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/venango-county-commissioners-ok-plans-to-remove-
justus-lake-sediment/article_278f5249-67cb-437c-bd26-acce70403152.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: House passes bill to 'ditch the switch' and make daylight saving time permanent  
https://www.dailyitem.com/wire/house-passes-bill-to-ditch-the-switch-and-make-daylight-saving-time-
permanent/article_4b522623-aa47-5f98-b58c-4f4e63efc5d0.html   
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