
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – Patti 
Monahan; SERO – Robyn Briggs; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and 
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov 
 
 
Top DEP Stories 
 
WESA: Pa. DEP says landfill leachate poses no health risk. Environmentalists aren't so sure. 
https://www.wesanews.org/environment-energy/2026-07-27/landfill-leachate-health-risk-
environmentalists 
 
Central Penn Business Journal: Pa. DEP looking to reduce methane emissions in the state 
https://www.cpbj.com/pa-dep-methane-emission-rules-oil-gas/ 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Coal Region Canary: ICE Tells DEP It Won’t Use Tremont Township Warehouse as Detention Center 
https://coalregioncanary.com/2026/07/25/ice-tells-dep-it-wont-use-tremont-township-warehouse-as-
detention-center/ 
 
Indianan Gazette: New regulations are proposed to deal with methane pollution 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/local/new-regulations-are-proposed-to-deal-with-methane-
pollution/article_06dcdd9f-98d8-489d-acbc-2149cccdf848.html 
 
Indiana Gazette: Deadline extended for amended wastewater permit for Homer City project 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/local/deadline-extended-for-amended-wastewater-permit-for-
homer-city-project/article_93c551a4-2f55-4b2c-a0db-662768abe62b.html 
 
Philly Burbs: Five Ponds clubhouse in Warminster fire training cancelled due to winds 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/disaster/2026/07/24/five-ponds-clubhouse-fire-training-
cancelled-due-to-weather-warminster-bucks-county/91033918007/ 
 
PA Environment Digest: Pennsylvania Roads Are Being Coated In Radioactive Oil & Gas Wastewater - 
New DEP Well Permit Allows Uncontrolled Use 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2026/07/the-conversation-pennsylvania-roads-are.html  
 
PA Environment Digest: DEP To Adopt Regulations Limiting Methane Emissions From Conventional Oil & 
Gas, Shale Gas Infrastructure; Will Outline Approach At Aug. 6 Air Quality Technical Advisory Committee 
Meeting 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2026/07/dep-to-adopt-regulations-limiting.html  
 
PA Environment Digest: DEP Invites Comments On Chapter 105 Permit For Appalachia Midstream 
Services Natural Gas Pipeline In Elkland Twp., Sullivan County 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2026/07/dep-invites-comments-on-chapter-
105_01805729197.html  
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Air 
 
Allegheny Front: U.S. Steel shows off its newest investment, to a community divided 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/u-s-steel-shows-off-its-newest-investment-to-a-community-divided/ 
 
KDKA: Wildfire smoke rolls into Pittsburgh area today as scattered storm chances loom 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/wildfire-smoke-pittsburgh-weather-forecast-sunday/ 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
AP: Heat dome expands across the central United States, creating dangerous conditions for millions 
https://apnews.com/article/hot-weather-temperatures-climate-heat-dome-
65d34e4c520472c7bb1f46cd133b7952 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Why the Pittsburgh region is on the verge of setting an annual record for 
tornadoes 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/weather-news/2026/07/26/pittsburgh-western-pennsylvania-
tornadoes/stories/202607260063 
 
Morning Call: Storms, flooding possible again this week in Lehigh Valley 
https://www.mcall.com/2026/07/26/allentown-weather-severe-storms-flooding/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
TribLive: Hundreds turn out for ‘beautiful accident,’ 9-mile Kiski River float 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/hundreds-turn-out-for-beautiful-mistake-9-mile-kiski-
river-float/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Pittsburgh author tracks comeback of large mammals in the Eastern U.S. 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pittsburgh-author-large-mammals-rewilding/ 
 
WVIA: Lake Wallenpaupack marks 100 years of generating electric, economics and outdoor recreation 
https://www.wvia.org/news/local/2026-07-26/lake-wallenpaupack-marks-100-years-of-generating-
electric-economics-and-outdoor-recreation 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Planning for Susquehanna River Walk expansion continues 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/07/planning-for-susquehanna-river-walk-
expansion-continues/  
 
 
Data Centers 
 
TribLive: Gilpin Township weighs zoning changes targeting future data centers 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/gilpin-supervisors-to-vote-on-zoning-ordinance-
amendment/ 
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Times News: ESRP looks at data center ordinance 
https://www.tnonline.com/20260725/esrp-looks-at-data-center-ordinance/ 
 
Morning Call: As data center boom continues, Bethlehem becomes latest Lehigh Valley city to consider 
ordinance 
https://www.mcall.com/2026/07/27/as-data-center-boom-continues-bethlehem-becomes-latest-
lehigh-valley-town-to-consider-ordinance/ 
 
Lehighvalleylive: PPL signs pledge to protect consumers from higher electric bills due to data center 
demand 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/2026/07/ppl-signs-pledge-to-protect-consumers-from-higher-
electric-bills-due-to-data-center-demand.html 
 
Scranton Times: Firm buys land in Ransom Twp. for hyperscale data center campus 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/07/23/firm-buys-land-in-ransom-twp-for-hyperscale-data-
center-campus/ 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Is building a data center on a Superfund site safe? Construction has started on 
one in Chester County. 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/east-whiteland-superfund-site-stop-work-explainer-
20260727.html 
 
Pottstown Mercury: Upper Merion planning commission meeting turns contentious on data center 
proposals 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2026/07/24/upper-merion-planning-commission-turns-contentious-on-
data-center-proposals/ 
 
The Guardian: US environmental groups urge EPA to reject new PFAS to cool datacenters 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/jul/27/pfas-datacenter-cooling-epa  
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Data center area may expand 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/news/2026/07/24/1/data-center-area-may-expand  
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Data center talks dominate Lycoming County Planning Commission meeting 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/07/data-center-talks-dominate-lycoming-county-
planning-commission-meeting/  
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Muncy Creek Township official skeptical data center plan crosses out of 
Muncy Township  
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/07/muncy-creek-township-official-skeptical-data-
center-plan-crosses-out-of-muncy-township/  
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Eminent domain triggers stress, anxiety in hotbed of data center activity  
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/07/eminent-domain-triggers-stress-anxiety-in-
hotbed-of-data-center-activity/  
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Energy 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Letter to the editor: PUC must protect consumers 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/2026/07/25/puc-utility-commission-electricity-power-
rates/stories/202607250001 
 
Daily Courier: New law makes developers pay to decommission solar panels on rented land 
https://www.dailycourier.com/news/new-law-makes-developers-pay-to-decommission-solar-panels-on-
rented-land/article_7cb238cb-f216-41ae-bb80-ab2217c3bae6.html 
 
WOLF: Luzerne County landowners fight PPL's use of eminent domain for proposed transmission line 
https://fox56.com/news/local/luzerne-county-landowners-fight-ppls-use-of-eminent-domain-for-
proposed-transmission-line 
 
Reading Eagle: Data centers not culprit for high power costs 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2026/07/24/data-centers-not-culprit-for-high-power-costs-opinion/ 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: PPL planning for upgrading power lines 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/news/2026/07/25/3/ppl-planning-upgrading-lines  
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Future regional power supply down, but not out 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/business/2026/07/future-regional-power-supply-down-but-not-
out/  
 
 
Mining 
 
WTAE: Quecreek Mine rescue marks 24th anniversary as community event planned at Lincoln Twp site 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/quecreek-miners-rescue-approaches-24th-anniversary 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: State gives $1.5M to Boyd Station to expand natural gas service 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/news/2026/07/25/1/state-gives-15m-expand-natural-gas-
service  
 
 
Radiation Protection 
 
Patch.com: Potassium Iodide For Nuclear Exposure To Be Distributed Near Limerick 
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/limerick/potassium-iodide-nuclear-exposure-be-distributed-near-
limerick-0 
 
 
Vector Management 
 
TubeCityAlmanac: West Nile Virus on Rise in Pennsylvania 
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https://tubecityonline.com/2026/07/west-nile-virus-on-rise-in-pennsylvania/ 
 
New Castle News: Tick risk site available for county residents 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/tick-risk-site-available-for-county-
residents/article_280566b4-8e51-4fd4-bdcd-7dca90c59953.html 
 
ABC27: Do Cumberland County’s “ultra-low-volume” spraying trucks really kill West Nile-carrying 
mosquitos? 
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/do-cumberland-countys-ultra-low-volume-spraying-trucks-really-
kill-west-nile-carrying-mosquitos/ 
 
 
Water 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Ligonier Borough Stormwater Authority pursuing ordinance update 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/ligonier-borough-stormwater-authority-pursuing-
ordinance-update/article_3d3a6da8-fbc4-430d-9174-9eef05bb40de.html 
 
WPXI: Water main break impacts service, traffic in Allegheny County borough 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/water-main-break-impacts-traffic-allegheny-county-
borough/RMZVBD2CWRB3XGJQ7ZSVXDV6KI/ 
 
WBRE: Wyoming Valley Mall closed after water main break 
https://www.2822news.com/news/wyoming-valley-mall-closed-after-water-main-break/ 
 
Butler Eagle: Pennsylvania American Water conducting service line outreach in Butler County 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20260726/pa-american-water-conducting-service-line-outreach-in-
butler-county/ 
 
Pennlive: Unusual sight on recent Pa. hike serves as reminder on reporting algae blooms 
https://www.pennlive.com/outdoors/2026/07/unusual-sight-on-recent-pa-hike-serves-as-reminder-on-
reporting-algae-blooms-from-the-trailhead.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Boil water advisory lifted in Ephrata area 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/boil-water-advisory-lifted-in-ephrata-area/article_6bc84989-
bc19-4e14-bde8-818710375005.html 
 
CBS21: Boil water advisory lifted in Ephrata after more than 2 days 
https://local21news.com/news/local/boil-water-advisory-lifted-in-ephrata-after-over-2-days-lancaster-
county-bacteria-pennsylvania-pa-department-of-environmental-protection 
 
FOX43: Ephrata Borough boil water advisory ends after two days 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/lancaster-county/ephrata-borough-under-boil-water-
advisory/521-f4a6f8d7-045c-48c1-9703-12ed4962d9c1?tbref=hp 
 
Lancaster Online: Paradise Township water system rate increases likely regardless of potential sale, 
officials say 
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https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/paradise-township-water-system-rate-increases-likely-
regardless-of-potential-sale-officials-say/article_16142621-f853-4166-a230-3ece0c8cfbdd.html 
 
Lebtown: Richland Borough officials break ground for new 500,000 gallon water tower 
https://lebtown.com/2026/07/27/richland-borough-officials-break-ground-for-new-500000-gallon-
water-tower/?lts=l5wf3rs0df 
 
Lewistown Sentinel: Water hauling is the new chore no rancher asked for 
https://www.lewistownsentinel.com/news/national-news-apwire/2026/07/water-hauling-is-the-new-
chore-no-rancher-asked-for/ 
 
Bedford Gazette: Saxton Borough moves on water applications 
https://www.bedfordgazette.com/news/local/saxton-borough-moves-on-water-
applications/article_d4799457-ce78-4413-b920-eefa4d22a008.html 
 
DELCO Times: Radnor looks to renovate stone bridge at township park 
https://www.delcotimes.com/2026/07/27/radnor-moves-forward-with-project-to-renovate-stone-
bridge-inside-a-township-park/ 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
EHN: Leading cardiology societies call for stronger protections against environmental hazards 
https://www.ehn.org/heart-health-environmental-risks 
 
WESA: Pennsylvania launches $10M grant program to help fruit growers recover from April freeze 
https://www.wesanews.org/environment-energy/2026-07-26/grant-fruit-growers-freeze 
 
Lancaster Online: Why tar and chips? How to handle the widely detested road treatment 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/why-tar-and-chips-how-to-handle-the-widely-detested-road-
treatment-lancaster-watchdog/article_623f8cb2-5c2f-49ff-814a-59fa7ede6c8c.html 
 
CBS3: Pennsylvania linked to cyclospora outbreak traced to iceberg lettuce 
https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/pennsylvania-cyclospora-outbreak-iceberg-lettuce/ 
 
My Chesco.com: Pennsylvania Opens $13 Million Farm Tax Credit Program for Conservation 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/pennsylvania-opens-13-million-farm-tax-credit-
program-for-conservation/#google_vignette 
 

https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/paradise-township-water-system-rate-increases-likely-regardless-of-potential-sale-officials-say/article_16142621-f853-4166-a230-3ece0c8cfbdd.html
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