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Top DEP Stories 
 
Scranton School Board Virtual Meeting update On Asbestos Removal 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/coronavirus/monday-update-scranton-school-board-to-host-virtual-
meeting-on-progress-at-northeast-intermediate-1.2610324 
 
Mentions 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Hearing on DEP enforcement at Longview Mobile Home Court scheduled for May 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/hearing-on-dep-enforcement-at-longview-mobile-
home-court-scheduled/article_21d59e88-e13a-5596-baab-a6e8c00313f1.html 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Aid available to potential displaced residents of Longview Mobile Home Court 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/aid-available-to-potential-displaced-residents-of-
longview-mobile-home/article_cd342fcd-3d99-516c-bd5c-673accb8145e.html 
 
Post-Gazette: With oil price collapse, Pa. industry 'already on its knees' faces a new crisis 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2020/03/22/oil-price-collapse-Pennsylvania-
grade-crude/stories/202003220022 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Warmer temps lead to tick concerns 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/warmer-temps-lead-to-tick-
concerns/article_dcac4f31-88e2-5b3d-826a-ca0e2aae6e0e.html 
 
Air 
 
Post-Gazette: Allegheny County Health Department decreases clinic services; air quality, food safety 
programs continue 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2020/03/20/Allegheny-County-Health-Department-clinic-
decreases-air-quality-food-safety/stories/202003200113  
 
WITF/WHYY: When it comes to coronavirus, air pollution may put marginalized communities in danger 
https://www.witf.org/2020/03/20/when-it-comes-to-coronavirus-air-pollution-may-put-marginalized-
communities-in-danger/ 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Sharon Herald: Shenango Lake open, but most amenities closed 
https://www.sharonherald.com/covid-19/shenango-lake-open-but-most-amenities-
closed/article_7cf99d94-6b28-11ea-82ae-cbfa538998e5.html 
  
New Castle News: Shenango Lake open, but most amenities closed 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/shenango-lake-open-but-most-amenities-
closed/article_d24a0a27-cfaf-5a3f-8940-96e33c23ec98.html 
 
KDKA: First Egg In Hays Bald Eagle Nest Hatches 
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https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/03/21/first-egg-in-hays-bald-eagle-nest-hatches/  
 
WPXI: Second eaglet hatches in Hays Pittsburgh Bald Eagle nest 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/allegheny-county/new-eaglet-born-early-saturday-hays-pittsburgh-
bald-eagle-nest-second-eaglet-expected-soon/V2OUHU6Q4VD3XJFI7VIBG3KHWQ/ 
 
KDKA: Second Egg In Hays Bald Eagle Nest Hatches 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/03/23/hays-bald-eagle-hatch/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Smile, a bald eagle is hatching in Pittsburgh 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2020/03/20/bald-eagle-Pittsburgh-
Pennsylvania/stories/202003200102 
 
Post-Gazette: Eagle egg hatches in Hays 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2020/03/21/Eagle-egg-hatches-in-
Hayes/stories/202003210022 
 
Tribune-Review: Second eaglet hatches in Hays bald eagle nest 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/second-eaglet-hatches-at-hays-bald-eagle-nest/  
 
Allegheny Front: Yes, You Can Go Outside. As Long As You Listen to the Experts 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/go-outside-experts/ 
 
Beaver County Times: While facilities remain closed, state parks offer options to stay active while social 
distancing 
https://www.timesonline.com/sports/20200323/while-facilities-remain-closed-state-parks-offer-
options-to-stay-active-while-social-distancing  
 
Allegheny Front: Spring is Here, But Is Nature in Sync? 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/spring-is-here-but-is-nature-in-sync/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Cleveland-to-Pittsburgh would be a big link in cross-country rail trail 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/recreation/2020/03/22/Cleveland-to-Pittsburgh-Great-American-
Rail-Trail-biking-route/stories/202003110103 
 
Pennlive: Lake Raystown closes campsites, keeps lake-access and day-use areas open in coronavirus 
response 
https://www.pennlive.com/coronavirus/2020/03/lake-raystown-closes-campsites-keeps-lake-access-
and-day-use-areas-open-in-coronavirus-response.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Raystown camping closed, but areas remain open 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/raystown-camping-closed-but-areas-remain-
open/article_cac190c3-49ac-5ab4-8349-3aa079aeba15.html 
 
Altoona Mirror: Camp sites shutting down 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2020/03/camp-sites-shutting-down/ 
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Centre Daily Times: How the coronavirus pandemic is affecting Pa. park use, trout stocking, fishing and 
shooting ranges 
https://www.centredaily.com/sports/outdoors/article241388061.html 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: DCNR: Coronavirus precautions for outdoor recreation 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/life/covid-19_updates/dcnr-coronavirus-precautions-for-outdoor-
recreation/article_87416b66-6ca8-11ea-84bf-4730185c1ece.html 
 
Morning Call: Coronavirus shutdown lures many to the outdoors, including the Appalachian Trail: ‘It’s 
kind of social distancing’ 
https://www.mcall.com/coronavirus/mc-nws-coronavirus-hiking-appalachian-trail-social-distancing-
20200322-z4qvomjmancl5pfxil3nfskphi-story.html 
 
Energy 
 
Standard Speaker: Banks Twp. Supervisors Gauge Public Opinion On Windmills 
https://m.standardspeaker.com/news/banks-twp-supers-to-gauge-public-opinion-on-windmill-
restrictions-1.2609953 
 
Beaver County Radio: Matzie Introduces Legislation to Extend Heating Assistance Deadline 
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/matzie-introduces-legislation-to-extend-heating-assistance-
deadline/  
 
Post-Gazette: Risky tinkering: Divestment proposal is a distraction 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2020/03/21/Pittsburgh-pension-divestment-
proposal-risky-distraction/stories/202003050043 
 
Environmental Cleanup & Brownfields 
 
Kane Republic: Twin Lakes spring cleanup cancelled (pg 5) 
https://kanerepublican.com/sites/default/files/KR-03-21-20.pdf 
 
Mining 
 
AP: Amid pandemic, US coal industry seeks lower taxes, royalties 
https://apnews.com/10cdeff2f226892d54cb937fe464706b 
 
KDKA Radio: Coal Mining Industry To Stay Open During COVID-19 Spread 
https://kdkaradio.radio.com/articles/coal-mining-industry-to-stay-open-during-covid-19-spread  
 
PA Environment Digest: Cong. Cartwright Asks Congressional Leaders To Reject Coal Industry Call To 
Suspend Federal Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fee, Black Lung Tax 
http://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2020/03/cong-cartwright-asks-congressional.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Corsa Coal warns investors of impact of coal-mine closures 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/03/20/corsa-coal-warns-investors-of-impact-of-
coal-mine.html 
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Pittsburgh Business Times: Coal mines, closed by governor's order, may get waiver to remain open 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/03/20/coal-mines-closed-by-governors-order-
may-get.html 
 
Shamokin News-Item: 'Explosion' investigated in Coal Township; police say noise may have come from 
blasting 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/explosion-investigated-in-coal-township/article_5e9c1a7a-
df9c-5cfe-9f28-5aa5cbea7971.html 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise:  Big boom intrigues residents; meteor is among causes speculated after 
mystery blast centered in Berwick 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/page/story/big-boom-intrigues-residents 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
WJET-TV: Gas prices drop across the nation 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/gas-prices-drop-across-the-nation/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Shell cutting operating costs, capital spending to weather oil price storm 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/03/23/shell-cutting-operating-costs-capital-
spending-to.html  
 
Post-Gazette: Protect fracking jobs 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/03/23/Protect-fracking-
jobs/stories/202003230017 
 
Allegheny Front: Wolf’s Coronavirus Shutdown Order Appears to Include Mariner East Pipeline 
Construction 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/wolfs-coronavirus-shutdown-order-appears-to-include-mariner-east-
pipeline-construction/  
 
WESA: Mariner East Construction Shut Down By Governor's Order 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/mariner-east-construction-shut-down-governors-order#stream/0 
 
My ChesCo: Public Hearings on Major Modification Requests on Mariner East 2 Pipeline Canceled to 
Mitigate COVID-19 Spread 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/government/public-hearings-on-major-modification-requests-on-
mariner-east-2-pipeline-canceled-to-mitigate-covid-19-spread/ 
 
The Phoenix: Wolf's edict puts a stop to Mariner East construction 
https://www.phoenixvillenews.com/wolf-s-edict-puts-a-stop-to-mariner-east-
construction/article_50d81467-e0e9-573a-8a9c-8b32cfc9a144.html 
 
WITF/StateImpact: Mariner East construction shut down by governor’s order 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/03/20/mariner-east-construction-shut-down-by-
governors-order/ 
 
Waste 
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Post-Gazette: 'Waste not, want not' mission of 412 Food Rescue 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/social-services/2020/03/20/Waste-not-want-not-mission-of-412-
Food-Rescue/stories/202003190001 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Local impacts and cancellations: Landfill, transfer station closed 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2020/03/what-it-means-here-local-impacts-and-
cancellations/  
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Landfill director warns: Bag your trash to help stop the spread of disease 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2020/03/landfill-director-warns-bag-your-trash-to-help-
stop-the-spread-of-disease/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: County: Landfill and transfer station will no longer accept private transactions 
from residents, individuals 
https://www.sungazette.com/uncategorized/2020/03/countylandfill-and-transfer-station-will-no-
longer-accept-private-transactions-from-residents-individuals/ 
 
Lock Haven Express: Local landfills close to general public 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2020/03/local-landfills-close-to-general-public/ 
 
Milton Standard-Journal: Lycoming landfill no longer accepting private transactions 
http://www.standard-journal.com/news/local/article_915cc4a7-b423-5a98-9ee2-587afb237c1c.html 
 
Sayre Morning-Times: NTSWA suspending curbside and drop-off recycling 
http://www.morning-times.com/news/article_8b4f0736-ca4e-5921-9ed8-bb2fc43c31de.html  
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Law enforcement cracks down on littering, other crime along Rock Run natural 
area 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/law-enforcement-cracks-down-on-crime-along-rock-
run/article_10c3f41a-6a1c-11ea-a636-a73480800a72.html 
 
Water 
 
Erie Times: Why the Waterworks area of Presque Isle was built. 
https://www.goerie.com/news/20200323/why-waterworks-area-of-presque-isle-was-built 
 
KDKA Radio: 'Flushable' Wipes Wreaking Havoc On Sewer Pipes 
https://kdkaradio.radio.com/articles/flushable-wipes-wreaking-havoc-on-sewer-pipes 
 
PA Environment Digest: PA American Water Warns Against Flushing Sanitizing, Flushable Wipes 
http://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2020/03/pa-american-water-warns-against.html 
 
Beaver County Times: Hydrant flushing begins Monday in Beaver 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20200320/hydrant-flushing-begins-monday-in-beaver  
  
Tribune-Review: Some Allegheny County roads closed due to flooding 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/some-allegheny-county-roads-closed-due-to-flooding/  
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https://www.sungazette.com/uncategorized/2020/03/countylandfill-and-transfer-station-will-no-longer-accept-private-transactions-from-residents-individuals/
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2020/03/local-landfills-close-to-general-public/
http://www.standard-journal.com/news/local/article_915cc4a7-b423-5a98-9ee2-587afb237c1c.html
http://www.morning-times.com/news/article_8b4f0736-ca4e-5921-9ed8-bb2fc43c31de.html
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/law-enforcement-cracks-down-on-crime-along-rock-run/article_10c3f41a-6a1c-11ea-a636-a73480800a72.html
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/law-enforcement-cracks-down-on-crime-along-rock-run/article_10c3f41a-6a1c-11ea-a636-a73480800a72.html
https://www.goerie.com/news/20200323/why-waterworks-area-of-presque-isle-was-built
https://kdkaradio.radio.com/articles/flushable-wipes-wreaking-havoc-on-sewer-pipes
http://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2020/03/pa-american-water-warns-against.html
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20200320/hydrant-flushing-begins-monday-in-beaver
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/some-allegheny-county-roads-closed-due-to-flooding/


 
Latrobe Bulletin: DBMA officials hoping rainfall yields early end to flow study 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/dbma-officials-hoping-rainfall-yields-early-end-to-
flow-study/article_de57719e-81c3-59ce-8060-1b9ebb425043.html 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: LTMA weighs changes to its sewer rules and regulations 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/ltma-weighs-changes-to-its-sewer-rules-and-
regulations/article_d86335a7-3445-500f-95f2-a49614194d60.html 
 
KDKA: Flood Advisory Issued For Ohio River Area 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/03/21/flood-advisory-issued-for-ohio-river-area/ 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Lancaster's 'Lost River' still flows under the city 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/lancaster-s-lost-river-still-flows-under-the-city-
the/article_d2985a9a-6873-11ea-9e58-733c90e232fd.html 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Industry quandary: Some plants forced to close as others ramp up 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/page/story/industry-quandary 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise Wolf bends; Berwick factory can stay open to make water, sewer valves 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/page/story/wolf-bends-berwick-factory-can-stay-open 
 
Milton Standard-Journal: Pennsylvania American Water warns against flushing sanitizing and 'flushable' 
wipes 
http://www.standard-journal.com/news/local/article_fad79664-7c66-5cba-8e14-29b94b15f740.html 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Post-Gazette: IPSCO Tubulars to lay off hundreds of workers 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2020/03/20/IPSCO-Tubulars-beaver-county-
layoffs-Ambridge-Koppel-oil-and-gas-industry/stories/202003200095  
 
Beaver County Times: Beaver County plants to suspend operations, lay off more than 500 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20200322/beaver-county-plants-to-suspend-operations-lay-off-
more-than-500 
 
Beaver Countian: 560 Workers Being Laid Off at Two Beaver County Manufacturing Facilities 
https://beavercountian.com/content/business/560-workers-being-laid-off-at-two-beaver-county-
manufacturing-facilities 
 
WPXI: Crews fix landslide in Allegheny County 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/allegheny-county/crews-fix-landslide-allegheny-
county/TCQKJSXLRRHXVJ7BOHWQGN66VU/   
 
The Hill: Advocacy groups push back on 'business as usual' at EPA during coronavirus 
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/488753-advocacy-groups-push-back-on-business-as-
usual-at-epa-during  
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Post-Gazette: Coal industry argues it's life-sustaining as Shell cracker ramps down, pipeline work 
suspended 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2020/03/20/Coal-industry-argued-life-
sustaining-Wolf-corsa-Consol-CNX-Energy-Transfer-Shell-cracker/stories/202003200111  
 
Tribune-Review: Environmental groups urge Americans to eat more fish while hunkering down against 
virus 
https://triblive.com/news/world/environmental-groups-urge-americans-to-eat-more-fish-while-
hunkering-down-against-virus/ 
 
Post-Gazette: With Washington on a 'war footing,' a push to protect factories and workers amid 
pandemic 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-nation/2020/03/23/Washington-pandemic-COVID-19-
coronavirus-war-defense-production-act-spending/stories/202003220046 
 
Utility Dive: Utilities beginning to see the load impacts of COVID-19 as economic shutdown widens 
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/utilities-are-beginning-to-see-the-load-impacts-of-covid-19-as-
economic-sh/574632/ 
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