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Top DEP Stories 
 
WITF/StateImpact PA: State environmental regulator cancels public hearings due to COVID-19 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/03/30/state-environmental-regulator-cancels-public-
hearings-due-to-covid-19/ 
 
Mentions 
 
Standard Speaker: Coronavirus Cancellation and Postponement List 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/coronavirus/coronavirus-cancellation-and-postponement-list-
1.2606692 
 
Meadville Tribune: State says recycling is essential, but some collections are stopping anyway 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/state-says-recycling-is-essential-but-some-collections-are-
stopping/article_2ff7baeb-2089-5dea-bef0-879bde45a8be.html 
  
New Castle News: State says recycling is essential, but some collections are stopping anyway 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/state-says-recycling-is-essential-but-some-
collections-are-stopping/article_3d07db4c-34db-5eae-9628-2c3783b69595.html 
 
Grist: Democracy on hold: States are canceling public meetings amid coronavirus crisis 
https://grist.org/justice/democracy-on-hold-states-are-canceling-public-meetings-amid-coronavirus-
crisis/  
 
Air 
 
Post-Gazette: U.S. Steel to delay construction on Mon Valley Works complex 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/career-workplace/2020/03/27/U-S-Steel-Corp-pauses-1-
billion-Mon-Valley-Works-construction-coronavirus-COVID-19/stories/202003270109  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: U.S. Steel delays Mon Valley investment plans, idling facilities 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/03/27/u-s-steel-delays-mon-valley-investment-
plans-idles.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission's traffic signal program improves traffic, air 
quality 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2020/03/29/Southerwestern-Pennsylvania-
Commission-traffic-signals-148-intersections-improved/stories/202003260188 
 
Climate Change 
 
Tribune-Review: Letter to the editor: Climate change the bigger threat 
https://triblive.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-climate-change-the-bigger-threat/ 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
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Titusville Herald: Allegheny National Forest closes campgrounds until further notice (pg 2) 
https://www.titusvilleherald.com/eedition/page_ee15e679-afaa-5e86-b72e-f3b08036354a.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Lower Burrell parks closed after public doesn’t adhere to social distancing 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/lower-burrell-parks-closed-after-public-doesnt-adhere-
to-social-distancing/  
 
Tribune-Review: Allegheny County orders more portable toilets as park visits soar 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/allegheny-county-orders-more-portable-toilets-as-park-
visits-soar/ 
 
Observer-Reporter: Trails, parks packed, raising questions about social distancing 
https://observer-reporter.com/series/coronavirus/trails-parks-packed-raising-questions-about-social-
distancing/article_33134e9a-7038-11ea-aa0f-bbc6e6cf9bea.html 
 
Allegheny Front: Here’s Something to Do While You Self-Isolate: Become a Citizen Scientist 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/heres-something-to-do-while-you-self-isolate-become-citizen-scientist/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Taking in nature 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/03/29/Taking-in-nature/stories/202003290050  
 
The Almanac: Be Local outdoors at the numerous trails still open 
https://thealmanac.net/belocal/be-local-outdoors-at-the-numerous-trails-still-open/article_742ce0fd-
2cb5-555b-b674-780870669940.html 
 
Lock Haven Express: Playgrounds closed, parks remain open 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2020/03/playgrounds-closed-parks-remain-open/ 
 
Energy 
 
Tribune-Review: PUC asks residents to delay digging projects during covid-19 emergency 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/puc-asks-residents-to-delay-digging-projects-during-covid-19-
emergency/  
 
Tribune-Review: Power outages reported across Pittsburgh region 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/power-outages-reported-across-pittsburgh-region/ 
 
Lock Haven Express: PUC says beware of scams amid virus 
https://www.lockhaven.com/opinion/columns/2020/03/beware-of-scams-amid-virus/ 
 
Environmental Cleanup & Brownfields  
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Too late for PFAS (LTE) 
https://www.sungazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/03/too-late/ 
 
Mining 
 
Allegheny Front: Mine Workers’ Union Wants More Protections Against COVID-19 
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https://www.alleghenyfront.org/mine-workers-union-wants-more-protections-against-covid-19/  
 
Observer-Reporter: Bailey Mine closes 14 days after worker tests positive 
https://observer-reporter.com/business/bailey-mine-closes-days-after-worker-tests-
positive/article_513c705a-710e-11ea-9326-9330aeb775a2.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Consol temporarily shuts mine after employees test positive for COVID-19 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/03/30/consol-temporarily-shuts-mine-after-
employees-test.html 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Kane Republic: AAA: Pennsylvania gas prices continue to plunge; crude hits 18-year low (pg 5) 
https://kanerepublican.com/sites/default/files/KR-03-28-20.pdf 
 
Citizens’ Voice: Wolf correct on gas veto 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/opinion/wolf-correct-on-gas-veto-1.2612639 
 
AP: Governor vetoes petrochemical plant tax break bill 
https://apnews.com/169b97f5a982c9ec65b891a0fb84e244  
 
StateImpact: Wolf vetoes natural gas tax-break bill 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/03/27/wolf-vetoes-natural-gas-tax-break-bill/  
 
Pennsylvania Business Report: Gov. Wolf’s veto of HB 1100 seen by lawmakers, business and labor 
groups as forfeit of jobs, investment 
https://pennbizreport.com/news/15916-gov-wolfs-veto-of-hb-1100-seen-by-lawmakers-business-and-
labor-groups-as-forfeit-of-jobs-investment/  
 
Beaver County Times: Groups respond to Wolf’s veto on gas tax breaks 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20200327/groups-respond-to-wolfrsquos-veto-on-gas-tax-breaks 
 
Beaver County Times: Doctor: Cracker plant workers make county more vulnerable 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20200327/doctor-cracker-plant-workers-make-county-more-
vulnerable 
 
Tribune-Review: Average U.S. gas price falls below $2 a gallon 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/average-u-s-gas-price-falls-below-2-a-gallon/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Wolf vetoes petrochemical tax credit bill amid signing COVID-19 legislation 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/03/27/wolf-vetoes-petrochemical-tax-credit-bill-
amid.html 
 
Allegheny Front: Why Some Financial Analysts are Questioning Viability of Appalachian Plastics Hub 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/why-some-financial-analysts-are-questioning-viability-of-appalachian-
plastics-hub/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Wolf Vetoes Natural Gas Tax-Break Bill 
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https://www.alleghenyfront.org/wolf-vetoes-natural-gas-tax-break-bill/  
 
Beaver County Radio: Governor vetoes petrochemical plant tax break bill 
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/governor-vetoes-petrochemical-plant-tax-break-bill/ 
 
Tribune-Review: ‘Unprecedented’ drop in demand driving gasoline prices down 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/unprecedented-drop-in-demand-driving-gasoline-prices-lower/ 
 
WITF/StateImpact: Wolf vetoes natural gas tax-break bill 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/03/27/wolf-vetoes-natural-gas-tax-break-bill/ 
 
Radiation Protection 
 
Pennlive: ‘Pennsylvanians are tough people, made of sterner stuff’: The partial meltdown at TMI in 1979 
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2020/03/pennsylvanians-are-tough-people-made-of-sterner-stuff-the-
partial-meltdown-at-tmi-in-1979.html 
 
New York Daily News: Remembering the Three Mile Island nuclear power plant accident 
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/nydn-news-mile-island-nuclear-plant-accident-1-3011393-
photogallery.html 
 
Vector Management 
 
The Derrick: Experts say we can expect more ticks this year 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/experts-say-we-can-expect-more-ticks-this-
year/article_25164c72-5fd4-50f6-9742-23ab6c81c391.html 
 
Waste 
 
New Castle News: City to transition into new garbage collection program 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/city-to-transition-into-new-garbage-collection-
program/article_b724212f-86d9-578a-b353-7f50ef1185a7.html 
  
WJET-TV: Mahoning County engineer says flushing wipes can lead to flooded basements 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/mahoning-county-engineer-says-flushing-wipes-can-lead-
to-flooded-basements/ 
 
KDKA: Trash Pickup Set To Continue Saturday In City Of Pittsburgh 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/03/28/city-pittsburgh-trash-pickup/  
 
KDKA: Monessen Mayor Matt Shorraw Announces Changes To Trash Pickup During COVID-19 Outbreak 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/03/28/monessen-trash-pickup-coronavirus/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Garbage collection set for Saturday in Pittsburgh 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/garbage-collection-set-for-saturday-in-pittsburgh/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Changes made to Plum trash removal 
https://plum.triblive.com/changes-made-to-plum-trash-removal/  
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WPXI: People urged to #LeaveNoTrace after lots of trash found at Pa. state parks 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/people-urged-leavenotrace-after-lots-trash-found-pa-state-
parks/MEFJQUURSFATHGGZNL56S5S24U/ 
 
KDKA: City Of Pittsburgh Trash Pickup To Continue Monday 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/03/29/city-pittsburgh-trash-pickup-2/ 
 
KDKA: ‘People Are Rude’: Discarded Rubber Gloves Litter Parking Lots Amid Coronavirus Pandemic 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/03/29/gloves-being-littered-among-coroanvirus/ 
 
Altoona Mirror: Eliminating collection of plastics irresponsible 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/2020/03/eliminating-collection-of-
plastics-irresponsible/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Litterbugs (LTE) 
https://www.sungazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/03/litterbugs/ 
 
Lock Haven Express: Curbside recycling suspended in Centre County 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2020/03/curbside-recycling-suspended-in-centre-
county/ 
 
Centre Daily Times: Curbside recycling collection suspended in Centre County due to COVID-19 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/coronavirus/article241569426.html 
 
Centre County Gazette: CCRA suspends curbside recycling  
http://www.statecollege.com/news/local-news/ccrra-suspends-curbside-recycling,1482864/ 
 
Daily Collegian: Coronavirus: Centre County Recycling and Refuse Authority to suspend curbside pickup 
of recyclables 
https://www.collegian.psu.edu/news/borough/article_5c58e030-7088-11ea-a9ea-b3059613a1bc.html 
 
Water 
 
My ChesCo: Aqua Pennsylvania Assures Customers During COVID-19 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/aqua-pennsylvania-assures-customers-during-covid-19/ 
 
Meadville Tribune: Meadville Area Water Authority begins flushing water mains April 6 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/meadville-area-water-authority-begins-flushing-water-mains-
april/article_0540b5e0-6f96-11ea-8313-3b4753f76ac9.html 
 
PublicSource: PWSA is looking into options to address customers’ fears over upcoming rate increase 
https://www.publicsource.org/pwsa-will-look-into-options-to-address-customers-fears-over-upcoming-
rate-increase/  
  
Post-Gazette: PUC approves PWSA lead line removal plan 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2020/03/27/PUC-approves-PWSA-lead-line-removal-plan-
pittsburgh-water/stories/202003270121  
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Daily American: Pipeline break near Sipesville 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/news/local/somerset/now/pipeline-break-near-
sipesville/article_a385cfa8-7133-11ea-9470-df78ac55f1f5.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Westmoreland County coroner called to Sewickley Township home after man swept into 
storm drain 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/westmoreland/2020/03/28/Sewickley-township-man-swept-into-
storm-drain-Westmoreland-county-coroner-Clay-Pike-Road/stories/202003280058  
 
Tribune-Review: Westmoreland coroner called to Sewickley Twp. where man was swept into storm 
drain 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/rescue-divers-race-to-find-sewickley-twp-man-sucked-into-
storm-drain/  
 
AP News: Coroner: Man drowns after being washed into storm drain pipe 
https://apnews.com/a2054f16b98a5dcf4aecdc6b65430671 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Strong storms cause flooding 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2020/03/strong-storms-cause-flooding/ 
 
KDKA: Crescent Township Volunteer Fire Department Rescues Two Sunken Tow Boats 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/03/29/crescent-township-volunteer-fire-department-rescues-
two-sunken-tow-boats/ 
 
Pennlive: Flooding closes 2 Dauphin County parks 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2020/03/flooding-closes-2-dauphin-county-parks.html 
 
Towanda Daily Review: Coronavirus hinders Bay cleanup efforts, seafood industry 
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/coronavirus-hinders-bay-cleanup-efforts-seafood-
industry/article_219c4852-ce6f-5948-ae32-6fcf36fef89c.html 
 
Renovo Record: County’s Garden Building Resumes Limited Operations Monday after Water Leak 
http://therecord-online.com/site/archives/58474 
 
Daily Collegian: Flood advisory issued in Centre County for Saturday night 
https://www.collegian.psu.edu/news/borough/article_ad0caf3e-7155-11ea-8dea-73220da7b76f.html 
 
Gant News: The Coldwater Heritage Partnership announces 2020 Coldwater Conservation Grants 
https://gantdaily.com/2020/03/30/the-coldwater-heritage-partnership-announces-2020-coldwater-
conservation-grants/ 
 
Gant News: Drinking water considered safe from the novel coronavirus 
https://gantdaily.com/2020/03/28/drinking-water-considered-safe-from-the-novel-coronavirus/ 
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Grist: Democracy on hold: States are canceling public meetings amid coronavirus crisis 
https://grist.org/justice/democracy-on-hold-states-are-canceling-public-meetings-amid-coronavirus-
crisis/ 
 
Butler Eagle: Torrential rain leads to flooding 
http://www.butlereagle.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20200330/NEWS01/703309945 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Cook calls for construction to resume  
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2020/03/cook-calls-for-construction-to-resume/  
 
Allegheny Front: ‘The Triumph of Doubt’ Digs into How Dark Money Fuels Mistrust of Science 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/the-triumph-of-doubt-digs-into-how-dark-money-fuels-mistrust-of-
science/   
 
KDKA: Soaking rains, thunderstorms rolling through for weekend 
https://www.wpxi.com/weather/soaking-rains-thunderstorms-rolling-through-
weekend/W4BRNXXRVBAUVIVBWKFM7QH2CY/  
 
Post-Gazette: National Weather Service issues severe thunderstorm, flash flood warning in region 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/region/2020/03/28/Pittsburgh-National-Weather-Service-severe-
thunderstorm-flash-flood-warning/stories/202003280049 
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