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Top DEP Stories 
   
Reading Eagle: To move Pennsylvania forward, enact permitting reform 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2023/03/28/to-move-pennsylvania-forward-enact-permitting-reform-
opinion/ 
 
Morning Times: Mayor: Philadelphia water will not be tainted by spill 
https://www.morning-times.com/state_news/article_4a975fa3-b1fc-56de-9cae-c06183c476f1.html  
 
Philly Burbs: As toxic spill cleanup continues in Bristol, Bucks tap water is safe 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/2023/03/28/delaware-river-chemical-spill-cleanup-bucks-
county-philadelphia-water-safe/70055888007/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Philly’s water is safe to drink, Mayor Jim Kenney declares: ‘The threat has passed’ 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia-water-safe-contamination-chemical-spill-20230328.html 
 
Philly Voice: Philly's drinking water is safe and will not be impacted by chemical spill, officials say 
https://www.phillyvoice.com/philly-tap-water-safe-delaware-river-bucks-county-chemical-spill-latex-
solution-/ 
 
KWY News: All clear: Philadelphia drinking water is safe and unaffected by chemical spill 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/philadelphia-water-contamination-update-safe-to-
drink 
 
WHYY: Philly tap water still safe to drink and ‘will not be impacted’ by chemical spill, city says 
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-water-contamination-threat-over/ 
 
WHYY: Philadelphia officials take heat for communications over water contamination 
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-officials-communications-over-water-contamination-criticism/ 
 
6ABC News: Mayor Kenney: Philadelphia water is 'safe to drink'; city will not be impacted by chemical 
spill 
https://6abc.com/philadelphia-tap-water-latex-chemical-spill-bristol-bucks-county-trinseo-altuglas-pwd-
department/13036682/ 
 
CBS News: Philadelphia officials drink tap water, say it's officially safe after chemical spill 
https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/jim-kenney-philadelphia-tap-water-safe/ 
 
Fox 29 news: Philadelphia's tap water will not be impacted by chemical spill: 'The threat has passed' 
https://www.fox29.com/news/philadelphias-tap-water-will-not-be-impacted-by-chemical-spill-the-
threat-has-passed 
 
Fox 29: Quick actions prevented chemical spill from impacting water supply in Philadelphia suburbs 
https://www.fox29.com/news/quick-actions-prevented-chemical-spill-from-impacting-water-supply-in-
philadelphia-suburbs 
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NBC 10: The Threat Has Passed,' Officials Declare Philly Water Safe 
https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/philly-tap-water-safe-through-wednesday-officials-
say/3534010/ 
 
Levittown Now: Delaware River Samples Clear Of Contaminants & Water Remains Safe, Latest Tests 
Show 
https://levittownnow.com/2023/03/28/delaware-river-samples-clear-of-contaminants-water-remains-
safe-latest-tests-show/ 
 
Mentions   
 
WNEP: Homeowners angry over 'junkyard' in Luzerne County 
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/luzerne-county/homeowners-angry-over-car-auction-
yardjunkyard-duryea-luzerne-county/523-53b409e2-4520-4d73-a890-f5a9043723ff 
 
Train Derailment 
 
Post-Gazette: Pa. wants Norfolk Southern to reimburse farmers who lost meat sales after the East 
Palestine derailment 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-state/2023/03/28/pennsylvania-farmers-norfolk-
southern-derailment/stories/202303280122 
 
Pennlive: Water and soil cleanup after Ohio train crash could take 2 more months: regulator 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2023/03/water-and-soil-cleanup-after-ohio-train-crash-could-take-2-
more-months-regulator.html 
 
Air 
 
Post-Gazette: As the Beaver County Shell plant shuts down for repairs, the company says it hasn’t 
exceeded emission limits 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2023/03/29/shell-plant-shuts-down-repairs-
emission-limits-flare/stories/202303280120 
 
Climate Change 
 
Sun-Gazette: Climate change alters a human-raptor relationship 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/outdoors/2023/03/climate-change-alters-a-human-raptor-
relationship/ 
 
York Dispatch: The climate future is bleak. How scientists give their children hope without lying 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/opinion/contributors/2023/03/28/the-climate-future-is-bleak-
how-scientists-give-their-children-hope-without-lying/70055381007/ 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Sun-Gazette: Lycoming County, SGP announce Trail System Wayfinding survey 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/outdoors/2023/03/lycoming-county-sgp-announce-trail-system-
wayfinding-survey/  
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Bradford Era: Commissioners discuss conservation district funding 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/commissioners-discuss-conservation-district-
funding/article_2e9806db-2bb6-51e4-bf95-5a39a520f96a.html 
 
Bradford Era: Protection for tree and shrub plantings 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/protection-for-tree-and-shrub-plantings/article_42b8451d-aa78-
5393-bcd4-b2f15e94b93a.html 
 
Bradford Era: Reminder: Fish & Boat Commission Accepting Applications For Sinnemahoning Creek 
Watershed Restoration Thru April 28 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/sinnemahoning-watershed-grant-program-accepting-
applications/article_5387d9e7-e6fa-5ed4-8e00-a3f60e018edf.html 
 
WGAL: Trout season begins Saturday in Pennsylvania 
https://www.wgal.com/article/pennsylvania-trout-season-starts-saturday/43449593 
 
Philly Burbs: When to put out your hummingbird feeders this spring and where to put them 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/local/2023/03/28/hummingbirds-in-pa-when-and-how-to-
hang-feeders/70055744007/ 
 
My ChesCo: Spring Has Sprung at Longwood Gardens 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/entertainment/spring-has-sprung-at-longwood-gardens/ 
 
Energy 
 
Bedford Gazette: U.S. renewable electricity surpassed coal in 2022 
https://www.bedfordgazette.com/ap/national/u-s-renewable-electricity-surpassed-coal-in-
2022/article_def14e27-9e4f-5186-8bbc-26d8320850da.html 
 
abc27: Pennsylvania bill would require EV infrastructure for new buildings 
https://www.abc27.com/pennsylvania-politics/pennsylvania-bill-would-require-ev-infrastructure-for-
new-buildings/ 
 
abc27: Lancaster looking towards the sun for resources 
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/lancaster/lancaster-looking-towards-the-sun-for-resources/ 
 
Times News: Lehighton chooses solar vendor 
https://www.tnonline.com/20230328/lehighton-chooses-solar-vendor/ 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Mozer focuses on residential development. 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2023/03/mozer-focuses-on-residential-development/ 
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Philadelphia Inquirer: More asbestos was ‘misidentified’ at Building 21, Philly school officials tell parents 
and teachers 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/philadelphia-school-district-asbestos-building-21-
discovery-20230328.html 
 
Invasive Species 
 
PA Outdoor News: Pennsylvania takes regional approach to fighting invasive species 
https://www.outdoornews.com/2023/03/29/pennsylvania-takes-regional-approach-fighting-invasive-
species/ 
 
Mining 
 
Observer-Reporter/Herald Standard: Sinkhole from abandoned mine swallowing Pike Run in Daisytown 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/sinkhole-from-abandoned-mine-swallowing-pike-run-
in-daisytown/article_5ade09b2-ccdb-11ed-bfd2-f359f713afec.html  
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Daily Local/The Mercury/Times Herald: Natural gas ruled out as cause of 2022 Pottstown home 
explosion 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2023/03/28/natural-gas-ruled-out-as-cause-of-pottstown-home-explosion/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Deadly Pottstown house explosion was not caused by natural gas, state 
investigators say 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pottstown-house-explosion-natural-gas-cause-20230328.html 
 
WHYY: PECO natural gas pipelines did not cause Pottstown home explosion; cause remains unknown, 
says PUC 
https://whyy.org/articles/pottstown-home-explosion-unknown-cause/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Investigation of West Reading chocolate factory explosion focuses on gas pipeline  
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/chocolate-factory-explosion-west-reading-pennsylvania-
investigation-gas-pipeline-20230329.html 
 
KYW News: Probe of chocolate factory blast focuses on gas pipeline 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/national/probe-of-chocolate-factory-blast-focuses-on-
gas-pipeline 
 
6 ABC: Probe of chocolate factory blast focuses on gas pipeline, NTSB says 
https://6abc.com/west-reading-chocolate-factory-explosion-fatal-pennsylvania-in/13038188/ 
 
Fox 29: Probe of deadly Pennsylvania chocolate factory blast focuses on gas pipeline 
https://www.fox29.com/news/probe-of-deadly-pennsylvania-chocolate-factory-blast-focuses-on-gas-
pipeline 
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Radiation Protection  
 
abc27: Too close for comfort: 44 years since the Three Mile Island meltdown 
https://www.abc27.com/digital-originals/too-close-for-comfort-44-years-since-the-three-mile-island-
meltdown/ 
 
CBS21: On the 44th Anniversary of the partial meltdown where does TMI decommissioning stand? 
https://local21news.com/news/local/three-mile-island-44th-anniversary-partial-nuclear-meltdown-
decommissioning-status-unit-1-and-unit-2-nuclear-waste-damaged-fuel-dry-cast-march-28-2023# 
 
CBS21: 44th anniversary since Three Mile Island partial meltdown 
https://local21news.com/news/local/44th-anniversary-since-three-mile-island-partial-meltdown#\ 
 
WGAL: Three Mile Island accident: 44th anniversary 
https://www.wgal.com/article/three-mile-island-partial-meltown-44th-anniversary/43440796 
 
Vector Management 
 
Pennlive: Time to prepare for spotted lanternfly season: What to buy and how to make traps 
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2023/03/time-to-prepare-for-spotted-lanternfly-season-what-to-buy-
and-how-to-make-traps.html 
 
abc27: How to prepare for spotted lantern fly season 
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/how-to-prepare-for-spotted-lantern-fly-season/ 
 
Waste 
 
Pennlive: Don’t discard your used Taco Bell sauce (or ketchup) packets - recycle them for free food 
https://www.pennlive.com/food/2023/03/dont-discard-your-used-taco-bell-sauce-or-ketchup-packets-
recycle-them-for-free-food.html 
 
Lebtown.com: City of Lebanon to offer new spring leaf drop-off service starting April 10 
https://lebtown.com/2023/03/29/city-of-lebanon-to-offer-new-spring-leaf-drop-off-service-starting-
april-10/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Everyone in Philly knows illegal dumping is a problem. But for many Black, brown 
and low-income residents, it’s a crisis. 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/lenfest-institute-for-journalism-ssrs-poll-illegal-dumping-top-priority-
black-latino-low-income-20230329.html 
 
Water 
 
Bradford Era: Main sewage line blockage and pipe failure at FCI McKean 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/main-sewage-line-blockage-and-pipe-failure-at-fci-
mckean/article_eb9b115f-9ce9-5269-ba83-55c4ace29d0d.html 
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Kane Republican: Main sewage line blockage and pipe failure at FCI McKean (pg 4) 
https://kanerepublican.pressreader.com/kane-republican 
Record-Argus: River Watchers look to expand on past projects, success 
https://www.recordargusnews.com/articles/river-watchers-look-to-expand-on-past-projects-success/ 
 
York Dispatch: Residents critical of 'PR stunt' amid anger over Modern Landfill contaminants 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2023/03/28/residents-critical-of-pr-stunt-amid-anger-
over-modern-landfill-contaminants/70056118007/ 
 
York Dispatch: Tim O'Donnell speaks at the Republic Services community meeting on March 27, 2023 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/videos/news/local/2023/03/28/tim-odonnell-speaks-republic-services-
community-meeting-march-27-2023/11557853002/ 
 
Altoona Mirror: Flood control funding detailed 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2023/03/flood-control-funding-detailed/ 
 
WGAL: Philadelphia: Still no sign of contamination after chemical spill in Delaware River 
https://www.wgal.com/article/philadelphia-still-no-sign-of-contamination-after-chemical-spill-in-
delaware-river/43441623 
 
Philadelphia Inqurier: Water scare latest attack on Pa. by plastics  
https://www.inquirer.com/columnists/attytood/philadelphia-water-contamination-east-palestine-
succession-20230328.html 
 
Republican Herald: Shenandoah residents voice opposition to proposed sale of water authority 
https://www.republicanherald.com/news/shenandoah-residents-voice-opposition-to-proposed-sale-of-
water-authority/article_a47a8b70-bd34-5c8f-9cf4-9cd13555648e.html 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Stormwater work on Mount Union schedule 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/stormwater-work-on-mount-union-
schedule/article_ad882e27-209f-588e-9139-7e076b7443b4.html 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Update: Homeowner burning a pile of brush led to 10-acre fire on South Mountain 
near White Rocks Acres Monday 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/update-homeowner-burning-a-pile-of-brush-led-to-10-acre-fire-on-
south-mountain/article_a842d558-ccc1-11ed-86c9-bb20d1953269.html 
 
WITF/StateImpact: Penn State expanding weather network, offering data that could help areas prepare 
for floods 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2023/03/28/penn-state-expanding-weather-network-
offering-data-that-could-help-areas-prepare-for-floods/ 
 
FOX43: How to safely burn backyard debris during spring wildfire season 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/burn-backyard-debris-wildfire-season/521-d97c7c26-b021-
49de-9e06-94eaaffe1bba 
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Daily Local/Delco Times: Schuylkill River Passenger Rail Authority submits application for federal funding 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2023/03/29/schuylkill-river-passenger-rail-authority-submits-application-
for-funding/ 
  
NBC 10: Startup makes giant meatball out of lab-grown mammoth meat 
https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/giant-meatball-vow-lab-grown-mammoth-meat-
netherlands/ 
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