
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – Patti 
Monahan; SERO – Robyn Briggs; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and 
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov 
 
 
Mentions 
 
KDKA: Neighbors complain of chemical smell near Sherwin-Williams plant in Beaver County 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/chemical-smell-rochester-county-sherwin-williams/ 
 
 
ICE Facility 
 
Republican Herald: Residents continue to share concerns about Tremont Twp. ICE facility 
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/03/12/residents-continue-to-share-concerns-about-tremont-
twp-ice-facility/ 
 
 
Air 
 
WPXI: Penn Hills School District athletic center evacuated for smell of gas, closed overnight 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/penn-hills-school-district-athletic-center-evacuated-smell-gas-
closed-overnight/OK2RORS4LJBLZCPP3I3Y56XRVI/ 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: U.S. forecasts blizzard, polar vortex, heat dome and atmospheric river all at 
once 
https://www.inquirer.com/weather/weather-polar-vortex-20260313.html?query=energy 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
WTAE: One-hundred trees will be removed to make room for NFL Draft Theater on North Shore 
https://www.wtae.com/article/one-hundred-trees-removed-nfl-draft-theater-north-shore/70702410 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: After 3-year preservation project, scaffolding gone at Fallingwater; tours begin 
Saturday for 90th anniversary 
https://www.post-gazette.com/ae/art-architecture/2026/03/13/fallingwater-tours-90th-
anniversary/stories/202603120111 
 
WFMZ: Spring fever: Show set to bring colorful flowers, garden inspiration to Lehigh Valley 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/lehighvalley/spring-fever-show-set-to-bring-colorful-flowers-
garden-inspiration-to-lehigh-valley/article_87c4702a-2741-4aaa-a1de-1666788707f8.html#tncms-
source=Homepage-Top-Stories 
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Philly Burbs: Why purple martin nests have been placed at Great Blue Heron Park 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/lifestyle/nature-wildlife/2026/03/12/what-do-purple-martins-look-
like-nests-manmade-great-blue-heron-park-bird-migration-spring-2026/89094515007/ 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Spring on the wing: Migration season on the Susquehanna River 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/spring-on-the-wing-migration-season-on-the-susquehanna-
river/article_12488029-19a2-43f9-90ff-c7fc2b7155d8.html 
 
 
Data Centers 
 
Observer-Reporter: Group protests data centers outside private event 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local_news/2026/mar/13/group-protests-data-centers-
outside-private-event/ 
 
Times Leader: Officials still revising proposed data center zoning ordinance covering 19 Luzerne County 
municipalities 
https://www.timesleader.com/news/1735244/officials-still-revising-proposed-data-center-zoning-
ordinance-covering-19-luzerne-county-municipalities 
 
SpotlightPA: Pennsylvania’s data center boom, by the numbers 
https://www.spotlightpa.org/news/2026/03/data-center-boom-numbers-energy-grid-water-
environment/ 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Amazon application approved after steep water request cut  
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/news/2026/03/13/1/amazon-application-approved-after-
steep-water-request-cut  
 
 
Energy 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: 20 People to Know in Energy 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/feature/people-to-know-in-energy 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Debate continues over massive Washington County solar farm 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2026/03/13/washington-county-solar-farm-
debate/stories/202603130038 
 
Lehighvalleynews: PPL plans $8 billion in grid upgrades, says electric demand could triple over next 
decade 
https://www.lehighvalleynews.com/business/consumer-affairs-news/explainer-ppl-plans-8-billion-in-
grid-upgrades-says-electric-demand-could-triple-over-next-decade 
 
Scranton Times: PPL profit is tops for utilities in Northeast 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/03/12/ppl-profit-is-tops-for-utilities-in-northeast/ 
 
Standard Speaker: PPL profit is tops for utilities in Northeast 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/03/12/ppl-profit-is-tops-for-utilities-in-northeast/ 
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The Philadelphia Inquirer: Drivers wonder if they should go electric as the war spikes gas prices 
https://www.inquirer.com/business/gas-prices-iran-war-electric-vehicles-ev-sales-
20260313.html?query=energy 
 
WHYY: What portion of your electric bill goes to company profits? It could be up to 20% in the Philly 
region, according to a new report 
https://whyy.org/articles/utility-profits-electric-bill-energy/ 
 
Bucks County Beacon: How Will the War in Iran Affect Your Utility Bills? States Like Pennsylvania Are 
Particularly Vulnerable to Soaring Prices 
https://buckscountybeacon.com/2026/03/how-will-the-war-in-iran-affect-your-utility-bills-states-like-
pennsylvania-are-particularly-vulnerable-to-soaring-prices/ 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Woodland Bio completes Phase 2 of Tioga County project 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/business/woodland-bio-completes-phase-2-of-tioga-county-
project/article_a2e6ebb4-614a-401e-a799-13e24d330cff.html  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Central PA summit will address energy, affordability  
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/central-pa-summit-will-address-energy-
affordability/article_5816cca3-c6cd-4e2e-8e54-a6ba363c7ab9.html  
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Lock Haven Express: Record release of emergency oil reserves pledged in a bid to calm prices 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2026/03/record-release-of-emergency-oil-reserves-
pledged-in-a-bid-to-calm-prices/  
 
 
PFAS 
 
EHN: Childhood cancers linked to PFAS water contamination 
https://www.ehn.org/pfas-water-childhood-cancer 
 
 
Waste 
 
WHYY: No new Philly anti-dumping initiatives in Parker’s third budget proposal 
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-budget-anti-dumping/ 
 
Lancaster Online: Manheim Borough Council discusses adding dog waste stations to parks 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/manheim-borough-council-discusses-adding-dog-waste-
stations-to-parks/article_4f8d1076-263a-4ef0-9090-269bbf5677f5.html 
 
 
Water 
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NorthcentralPA.com: Williamsport approves engineering, construction procurement for levee project 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/city-of-williamsport-approves-engineering-construction-
procurement-for-levee-project/article_8b9571a3-3db4-46aa-aa1f-05fb14fcbf80.html  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: More kids in ERs for tooth pain; cuts and anti-fluoride fight aren’t helping 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/more-kids-in-ers-for-tooth-pain-cuts-and-anti-fluoride-fight-aren-t-
helping/article_8a989aa3-e621-4321-8ae7-0c76feee6ed8.html  
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Morning Call: A developer wants to add 1,000 more apartments near Allentown’s riverfront. Here are 
the details. 
https://www.mcall.com/2026/03/12/a-developer-want-to-add-1000-more-apartments-near-
allentowns-riverfront-here-are-the-details/ 
 
6abc: Officials continue to warn about bird flu outbreak in Pennsylvania 
https://6abc.com/post/officials-continue-warn-bird-flu-outbreak-pennsylvania/18703896/ 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Philly’s cherry blossoms appear to be on schedule despite a cold and snowy 
winter 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/cherry-blossoms-philadelphia-peak-locations-timing-20260313.html 
 
Reading Eagle: State Rep. Jamie Barton says questions remain about ICE center in Upper Bern Township 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2026/03/13/state-rep-jamie-barton-says-questions-remain-about-ice-
center-in-upper-bern-township/ 
 
Waynesboro Record Herald: Who are the new conservation technicians joining Franklin County? 
https://www.therecordherald.com/story/news/local/2026/02/21/conservation-district-welcomes-two-
hires-with-environmental-expertise/88777274007/ 
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