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Top DEP Stories 
 
Pennsylvania Capital-Star: Bracing for the impact of climate change, local governments look to state for 
help 
https://www.penncapital-star.com/energy-environment/bracing-for-the-impact-of-climate-change-
local-governments-look-to-state-for-help/ 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Non-flushable items causing problems in sewer systems 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/non-flushable-items-causing-problems-in-sewer-
systems/article 775d8eb9-51da-591c-bb2e-c6d1813e503e.html 
 
Gant News: DEP: Non-flushable items cause problems in sewer systems 
https://gantdaily.com/2020/05/03/dep-non-flushable-items-cause-problems-in-sewer-systems/  
 
Mentions 
 
CBS21: PA Dept. of Environmental Protection outlines issues with flushing non-flushable items 
https://local21news.com/news/local/pa-dept-of-environmental-protection-outlines-issues-with-
flushing-non-flushable-items 
 
Shamokin News-Item: AOAA preparing to open this month; 88-acre reclamation project moving forward 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/aoaa-preparing-to-open-this-month-88-acre-reclamation-
project-moving-forward/article 02b10a48-b840-5692-8de1-6a8f82efd081.html 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Inflection Energy pleads no contest to water pollution in Lycoming County 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/inflection-energy-pleads-no-contest-to-water-pollution-in-
lycoming-county/article 71dc5682-8c06-11ea-93e3-a7a25f2695e3.html 
 
Air 
 
Lehigh Valley Live: Lehigh Valley air quality improves (slightly) during coronavirus shutdown. Why 
science will benefit 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/coronavirus/2020/05/lehigh-valley-air-quality-improves-slightly-
during-coronavirus-shutdown-why-science-will-benefit.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Ripple effects of COVID-19 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/05/04/Ripple-effects-of-COVID-
19/stories/202005040016  
 
Tribune-Review: Editorial: U.S. Steel layoffs sign of bigger issue? 
https://triblive.com/opinion/editorial-u-s-steel-layoffs-sign-of-bigger-issue/ 
 
Climate Change 
 
Penn State News: More than 200 join Earth Day discussion on climate and carbon at Penn State 



https://news.psu.edu/story/618066/2020/04/30/campus-life/more-200-join-earth-day-discussion-
climate-and-carbon-penn-state 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Erie Times: DCNR releases reopen guidelines for Presque Isle, other parks 
https://www.goerie.com/news/20200504/dcnr-releases-reopen-guidelines-for-presque-isle-other-parks 
 
Bradford Era: Celebrate Conservation District Week: Local staff serve local communities 
http://www.bradfordera.com/bradford/celebrate-conservation-district-week-local-staff-serve-local-
communities/article 63e6d43c-0215-587b-bcf9-2f1ed9a8201f.html 
 
The Derrick: State outlines plan for park, forest facilities 
https://www.thederrick.com/free/state-outlines-plan-for-park-forest-facilities/article 3a8aa322-8ca7-
11ea-b379-537f20b7d01c.html 
 
Record-Argus: State parks announce reopening plan 
https://www.recordargusnews.com/articles/state-parks-announce-reopening-plan/ 
 
Times Observer: Phased reopening of state parks and forest facilities 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2020/05/phased-reopening-of-state-parks-and-
forest-facilities/ 
 
WICU-TV: Swimming Beaches Statewide Closed until June 6; State Park Cabins Expected to Reopen June 
12 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/42081973/swimming-beaches-statewide-closed-until-june-6-
state-park-cabins-expected-to-reopen-june-12 
 
Times Leader: Kingston-Forty Fort trail connection plan advancing 
https://www.timesleader.com/news/782272/kingston-forty-fort-trail-connection-plan-advancing 
 
Pennlive: Plan released for reopening Pa. state park, forest facilities closed over coronavirus 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2020/05/plan-released-for-reopening-pa-state-park-forest-facilities-
closed-over-coronavirus.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: The paddling lure of the Susquehanna River's mysterious Conowingo Islands 
https://lancasteronline.com/sports/the-paddling-lure-of-the-susquehanna-rivers-mysterious-
conowingo-islands/article 7a518f60-8aeb-11ea-9f74-a7e7fd3e79be.html 
 
WITF Some state park and forest facilities plan to reopen this week 
https://www.witf.org/2020/05/03/some-state-park-and-forest-facilities-plan-to-reopen/ 
 
WTAJ Plan announced for reopening of state parks, forest facilities 
https://www.wearecentralpa.com/news/local-news/plan-announced-for-reopening-of-state-parks-
forest-facilities/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Game Commission seeking information on fatally injured osprey in Indiana County 



https://triblive.com/local/regional/game-commission-seeking-information-on-fatally-injured-osprey-in-
indiana-county/  
 
Post-Gazette: Marinas, restrooms, other facilities reopening at some state parks 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/development/2020/05/02/Pennsylvania-Department-of-
Conservation-and-Natural-Resources-state-parks-campgrounds-golfing-
restrooms/stories/202005020051 
 
Post-Gazette: Mini radios will help scientists study monarch butterfly migration 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/science/2020/05/04/monarch-butterflies-migration-Pittsburgh-
Pennsylvania-tracking-Carnegie-Motus-transmitter/stories/202005040022 
 
Tribune-Review: Westmoreland County Bureau of Parks & Recreation cancels all events through June 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/westmoreland-county-bureau-of-parks-recreation-cancels-all-
events-through-june/ 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Local forest project has long-range results in mind 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2020/05/local-forest-project-has-long-range-results-in-mind/ 
 
WESA: Scavenger Hunts And Experiments; Parks Conservancy Launches Lessons To Keep Kids Engaged 
With Nature 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/scavenger-hunts-and-experiments-parks-conservancy-launches-lessons-
keep-kids-engaged-nature#stream/0 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Latrobe vegetable garden project offers outdoor escape during pandemic 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/covid19/latrobe-vegetable-garden-project-offers-outdoor-
escape-during-pandemic/article 967f3303-b5c8-5512-8a95-8bf4ada830df.html 
 
Shamokin News-Item: DCNR to reopen state park campgrounds, facilities in counties within yellow 
phase 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/dcnr-to-reopen-state-park-campgrounds-facilities-in-counties-
within-yellow-phase/article d58110d6-5977-5925-a297-451c4ee6b99e.html 
 
Energy 
 
Leader Times: Takeaways from renewable energy’s struggles amid pandemic 
https://www.leadertimes.com/articles/takeaways-from-renewable-energys-struggles-amid-pandemic/ 
 
Titusville herald: Solar, wind energy struggle as coronavirus takes toll (pg 5) 
https://www.titusvilleherald.com/eedition/page 684b672b-bd5e-564d-a983-f82204cae5a6.html 
 
Clarion News: State outlines plan for park, forest facilities 
https://www.theclarionnews.com/news/frontpage/article 7871c1b0-8ca8-11ea-930d-
cb69f0592cb7.html 
 
Kane Republican: DCNR: plan for reopening some state park, forest facilities (pg 1) 
https://kanerepublican.com/sites/default/files/KR-05-04-2020.pdf 
 



exploreVenango: DCNR Announces Plan for Reopening Some State Park, Forest Facilities 
http://explorevenango.com/dcnr-announces-plan-for-reopening-some-state-park-forest-facilities/ 
 
AP: Solar, wind energy struggle as coronavirus takes toll  
https://apnews.com/e3ea11613c2ad83f05bc85f75a26181a  
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Titusville Herald: National Fuel lowers gas supply charges (pg 3) 
https://www.titusvilleherald.com/eedition/page 684b672b-bd5e-564d-a983-f82204cae5a6.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Taxing problem: Less traffic will drive down road repair money next year for PennDOT, 
municipalities 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2020/05/02/PennDOT-gasoline-tax-COVID-19-
funding-shortfall-road-projects/stories/202005020011  
 
Beaver County Times: Construction resumes as state plans to reopen; Shell to add 300 more workers 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20200502/construction-resumes-as-state-plans-to-reopen-shell-
to-add-300-more-workers 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Shell plans to add more workers to Beaver County site 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/05/01/shell-plans-to-add-more-workers-to-
beaver-county.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Gasoline prices expected to rise as cities, states reopen from covid-19 shutdowns 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/gasoline-prices-expected-to-rise-as-cities-states-reopen-from-covid-
19-shutdowns/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: 2 Marcellus producers see optimism for 2021. Here's why 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/05/01/2-marcellus-producers-see-optimism-for-
2021.html 
 
Vector Management 
 
Citizen’s Voice: Expert: Those with Lyme disease must be cautious about COVID-19 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/expert-those-with-lyme-disease-must-be-cautious-about-covid-
19-1.2624718 
 
Butler Eagle: Dog owners should take precautions to prevent Lyme disease 
http://www.butlereagle.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20200502/NEWS03/705029944 
 
Pennlivew: Giant Asian ‘murder’ hornets might be coming, and that’s probably as bad as it sounds 
https://www.pennlive.com/gardening/2020/05/giant-asian-murder-hornets-might-be-coming-and-
thats-probably-as-bad-as-it-sounds.html 
 
Pennlive: It was worthwhile to remember Earth Day 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2020/05/it-was-worthwhile-to-remember-earth-day-pennlive-
letters.html 



 
Tribune-Review: May is National Lyme Disease Awareness Month 
https://triblive.com/news/pennsylvania/may-is-national-lyme-disease-awareness-month/  
 
NorthcentralPA.com: CWD response plan comment period ends May 7 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/life/outdoors/cwd-response-plan-comment-period-ends-may-
7/article d7f9690c-8bbe-11ea-884b-2354dbd8e8d6.html 
 
Waste 
 
Observer-Reporter: EDITORIAL: Pennsylvania has a litter problem; resolving it is up to us 
https://observer-reporter.com/opinion/editorials/editorial-pennsylvania-has-a-litter-problem-resolving-
it-is-up-to-us/article 48437f9c-8a41-11ea-b028-ef1fe2dd3815.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Clothing donation pipeline suffers a COVID-19 breakdown 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/region/2020/05/02/COVID-19-creates-challenges-for-clothing-
donations-Pittsburgh-nonprofits/stories/202004280168  
 
Shamokin News-Item: Two industrial-size dumpsters filled with trash during cleanup 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/two-industrial-size-dumpsters-filled-with-trash-during-
cleanup/article a7addb85-4692-547c-a8eb-bb730616a382.html 
 
Centre Daily Times: Centre Region Council of Governments launches campaign aimed at reducing food 
waste 
https://www.centredaily.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/article242306476.html 
 
Water 
 
WJET-TV: Erie Water Works encouraging businesses to flush water systems to maintain water quality 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/erie-water-works-encouraging-businesses-to-flush-water-
systems-to-maintain-water-quality/ 
 
Scranton Times: MONDAY UPDATE: Project to remove collapsed mine bridge and reinforce river banks 
nearly complete 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/monday-update-project-to-remove-collapsed-mine-bridge-
and-reinforce-river-banks-nearly-complete-1.2624749 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Overcharged for water bills, road drainage issues: Lancaster Watchdog reports 
for April 2020 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/overcharged-for-water-bills-road-drainage-issues-lancaster-
watchdog-reports-for-april-2020/collection 84a9ec92-8b08-11ea-982a-6f20558a7f51.html 
 
Daily American: Writers again recognized for reporting, investigative work 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/ourtownjohnstown/now/writers-again-recognized-for-reporting-
investigative-work/article 53a2a222-8b14-11ea-a3b0-4f6a5d0a6d8c.html 
 
Miscellaneous 
 



Bradford Era: Allegheny National Forest lifts burn ban 
http://www.bradfordera.com/news/local/allegheny-national-forest-lifts-burn-ban/article c38118ad-
0bb3-5dfc-92c2-c0c410ab9e12.html 
 
Times Observer: ANF Lifts Burn Ban 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2020/05/anf-also-lifts-its-burn-ban/ 
 
Reading Eagle: Environmentalists have made costly mistakes 
https://www.readingeagle.com/opinion/letters-to-editor/letter-environmentalists-have-made-costly-
mistakes/article 52ef8aa2-8c8b-11ea-9ba9-1ba2c9eea3d0.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Timbering concerns continue 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/timbering-concerns-continue/article 67f9926c-
f6d7-5e71-861d-f330e9426d59.html 
 
Post-Gazette: ‘Better than before’ is not good enough 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/05/03/Better-than-before-is-not-good-
enough/stories/202005030066 
 
Beaver County Times: Slide work to begin Monday in Center Twp. 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20200501/slide-work-to-begin-monday-in-center-twp  
  
Tribune-Review: Completion of Ohiopyle PennDOT project delayed 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/completion-of-ohiopyle-penndot-project-delayed/ 
 
KDKA Radio: 1THING: Pittsburgh’s Free Earth Day’s Weekly E-Newsletter Welcomes Local Journalists 
https://kdkaradio.radio.com/articles/news/pittsburgh-s-free-earth-day-s-weekly-e-newsletter-
welcomes-l 


