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Top DEP Stories 
 
Republican Herald: Frackville law office provides legal representation to clients exposed to cancer-
causing ‘forever chemicals’ 
https://www.republicanherald.com/news/frackville-law-office-provides-legal-representation-to-clients-
exposed-to-cancer-causing-forever-chemicals/article_1e7c4b3e-6261-59b3-8c6c-e92d2bcb5a3e.html 
 
Pennlive: ‘Dead fish, spoiled milk and human waste’: Food-waste fertilizers turn up noses 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2024/05/new-farm-fertilizers-are-organic-but-smell-to-neighbors-like-
dead-fish-spoiled-milk-and-human-waste.html 
 
My ChesCo: Public Hearing Set for Reworld Plymouth Waste-to-Energy Facility Permit Renewal 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/regional/public-hearing-set-for-reworld-plymouth-waste-to-
energy-facility-permit-renewal/#google_vignette 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Standard Speaker: State finds violations at Hazleton water treatment plant 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/news/state-finds-violations-at-hazleton-water-treatment-
plant/article_74a2df0e-7b7b-5b25-9098-3bc97ceabf00.html 
 
Bucks Co. Today: How Croydon Woods Became a Conservation Success Story  
https://bucksco.today/2024/05/keystone-elementary-school-croydon-woods/ 
 
Shamokin News- Item: EPA: Water sampling near five former collieries to begin this week 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/epa-water-sampling-near-five-former-collieries-to-begin-this-
week/article_bf7c4ff6-16e4-11ef-a4cb-739194241269.html 
 
 
Air 
 
WESA: Allegheny County’s Clean Air Fund could do more to fight pollution, controller argues 
https://www.wesa.fm/politics-government/2024-05-21/allegheny-countys-clean-air-fund-could-do-
more-to-fight-pollution-controller-argues 
 
Inside Climate News: The Midwest Could Be in for Another Smoke-Filled Summer. Here’s How States Are 
Preparing 
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/20052024/midwest-smoky-summer-prep/ 
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Climate Change 
 
Pennlive: This summer ‘could be one of the nation’s hottest’ 
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2024/05/this-summer-could-be-one-of-the-nations-hottest.html 
 
The Guardian: Top oil firms’ climate pledges failing on almost every metric, report finds 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/article/2024/may/21/oil-companies-report-fossil-fuels-climate 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Kane Republican: TAMED awarded another grant to continue construction of Knox and Kane Rail Trail 
https://www.kanerepublican.com/tamed-awarded-another-grant-to-continue-construction-of-knox-
and-kane-rail-trail/article_74cbcaa8-16fe-11ef-ad6c-cbde5f0eab50.html 
 
Lancaster Farming: Kittatinny Ridge Named First Ever Sentinel Landscape in Pennsylvania 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/conservation/kittatinny-ridge-named-first-ever-
sentinel-landscape-in-pennsylvania/article_4031aa02-145a-11ef-b0d2-6f888ad46c5b.html 
 
My ChesCo: Pennsylvania Governor’s Council Urges Protection of Native Species on Annual Native 
Species Day 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/pennsylvania-governors-council-urges-protection-of-
native-species-on-annual-native-species-day/ 
 
FOX 29: Stream Stomp: Inside fun, environmental learning experiences for families 
https://www.fox29.com/video/1457110 
 
Shamokin News- Item: 'Bringing good intentions': Fifth Ward Community Garden hosts grand opening 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/bringing-good-intentions-fifth-ward-community-garden-hosts-
grand-opening/article_34e45782-16b5-11ef-802a-77e7f54ebbf2.html 
 
NextPittsburgh: Gateway Woods project creates 396-acre greenway in Monroeville 
https://nextpittsburgh.com/environment/gateway-woods-project-in-monroeville-creates-396-acre-
greenway/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Phipps Conservatory acquires former Irish Centre property in Squirrel Hill 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/development/2024/05/20/irish-centre-squirrel-hill-phipps-
conservatory-craft-development-forward-avenue/stories/202405200141 
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Morning Call: Five years after Martin Tower was demolished, the overgrown site in Bethlehem is being 
cleared. Here’s what’s going on. 
https://www.mcall.com/2024/05/20/overgrown-martin-tower-site-in-bethlehem-is-being-cleared-
heres-whats-going-on/ 
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The Philadelphia Inquirer: EPA targets $2M cleanup of Schuylkill riverfront property near Bartram’s 
Garden 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/epa-schuylkill-waterfront-oil-terminal-cleanup-
philadelphia-20240520.html 
 
WHYY: Cleanup of former oil terminal near Bartram’s Garden gets boost with EPA funds 
https://whyy.org/articles/cleanup-oil-terminal-bartrams-garden-epa-funds/ 
 
Tribune-Democrat: EPA awards Cresson Township funding for former Ridge cleanup  
https://www.tribdem.com/news/epa-awards-cresson-township-funding-for-former-ridge-
cleanup/article_37d159c0-16df-11ef-8579-0fd0252d9c96.html  
 
 
Mining 
 
Post-Gazette: No injuries reported in fire at Greene County coal waste refinery 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2024/05/20/fire-coal-waste-refinery-bailey-
prep-plant-consol/stories/202405200065  
 
WPXI: Chemical fire at Consol Energy plant in Washington County causes roof to cave in 
 https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/crews-called-mine-fire-washington-
county/W5S7H5GZ7FGTRMS6WCHONCARCE/  
 
KDKA: Chemical fire causes partial building collapse at OMNIS Bailey building in Washington County 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/crews-on-scene-of-chemical-fire-at-omnis-bailey-building-
in-washington-co/ 
 
WJAC: Crews battle early morning chemical plant fire in Pennsylvania 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/crews-battle-early-morning-chemical-plant-fire-pennsylvania-
washington-county-consol-energy# 
 
Observer-Reporter: Numerous fire departments respond to massive building fire at Consol’s Bailey 
complex 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2024/may/20/numerous-fire-departments-
respond-to-massive-building-fire-at-consols-bailey-complex/  
 
Observer-Reporter: Fire destroys coal waste processing facility at Consol’s Bailey Mine complex 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2024/may/21/fire-destroys-coal-waste-
processing-facility-at-consols-bailey-mine-complex/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Waste coal facility catches fire at Consol's property in Washington County 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/05/20/consol-energy-omnis-bailey.html 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Pennlive: We should celebrate the history of our oil industry 
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https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2024/05/we-should-celebrate-the-history-of-our-oil-industry-
pennlive-letters.html 
 
PA Environment Digest Blog: Penn State Extension Hosts June 19 Webinar On Testing Emerging 
Contaminant Mixtures In PA Private Wells 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2024/05/penn-state-extension-hosts-june-19.html 
 
Allegheny Front: OHIO APPROVES TWO MORE BIDS TO DRILL ON STATE-OWNED LANDS, ADVANCES FIVE 
OTHER PROPOSALS 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/ohio-approves-two-more-bids-to-drill-on-state-owned-lands-advances-
five-other-proposals/ 
 
Reuters: Exclusive: Top U.S. natural gas producer Chesapeake Energy cuts jobs 
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/top-us-natural-gas-producer-chesapeake-energy-cuts-jobs-
2024-05-21/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Many West Deer residents are calling for more stringent regulations on gas drilling 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/many-west-deer-residents-are-calling-for-more-
stringent-regulations-on-gas-drilling/ 
 
 
Water 
 
Butler Eagle: Mars Borough mulls increasing prices for water reconnection 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20240520/mars-borough-mulls-increasing-prices-for-water-
reconnection/ 
 
Clarion News: Washington Twp. Authority approves water test 
https://www.theclarionnews.com/news/frontpage/washington-twp-authority-approves-water-
test/article_df79e1c5-a4e7-563b-9402-87bcda188e1b.html 
 
New Castle News: EPA warns of increasing cyberattacks on water systems, urges utilities to take 
immediate action 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/epa-warns-of-increasing-cyberattacks-on-water-
systems-urges-utilities-to-take-immediate-action/article_6551e632-dbe2-5294-8068-
3c082b7e0af9.html 
 
The Derrick: EPA warns of increasing cyberattacks on water systems 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/epa-warns-of-increasing-cyberattacks-on-water-
systems/article_045a79e2-16ed-11ef-b978-67fa8271b5ec.html 
 
Pennlive: EPA warns of more cyberattacks on water systems, urges utilities to take swift action 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2024/05/epa-warns-of-more-cyberattacks-on-water-systems-urges-
utilities-to-take-swift-action.html 
 
Pennlive: Federal funding for Paxton Creek redesign will help replace sewer line, reduce flooding 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2024/05/federal-funding-for-paxton-creek-redesign-will-help-replace-
sewer-lines-reduce-flooding.html 
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WITF/StateImpact: Harrisburg’s Paxton Creek flooding problem is target of $1.25M in grants 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2024/05/21/harrisburgs-paxton-creek-flooding-problem-is-
target-of-1-25m-in-grants/ 
 
Philly Burbs: Lower Makefield water system upgrade could lead to temporary smelly, off-color tap 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/2024/05/20/pennsylvania-american-water-cleaning-upgrade-
may-cause-off-color-taste-lower-makefield-township/73730435007/ 
 
WESA: EPA warns of increasing cyberattacks on water systems, urges utilities to take immediate steps 
https://www.wesa.fm/health-science-tech/2024-05-20/epa-warning-cyberattacks-water-systems-
utilities 
 
AP: US says cyberattacks against water supplies are rising, and utilities need to do more to stop them 
https://apnews.com/article/water-utilities-cyberattack-epa-russia-
1435b3e6a569aa046e05c7947f0a0f3d 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Butler Eagle: Old Plank Road down to one lane for sink hole evaluation 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20240520/old-plank-road-closed-for-sink-hole-evaluation/ 
 
Pennlive: Don’t give away your subsurface rights 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2024/05/dont-give-away-your-subsurface-rights-pennlive-
letters.html 
 
Shamokin News- Item: Volunteers clean Scott Anderson Memorial Nature Trail at SASD 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/volunteers-clean-scott-anderson-memorial-nature-trail-at-
sasd/article_a9d847f6-15f2-11ef-a368-c7f7b5de07cf.html 
 
PennState: Penn State pollinator experts author a new book that explores the lives of bees 
https://www.psu.edu/news/agricultural-sciences/story/penn-state-pollinator-experts-author-new-
book-explores-lives-bees/ 
 
WESA: Mount Washington landslide mitigation begins as climate challenges increase 
https://www.wesa.fm/development-transportation/2024-05-21/mount-washington-landslide-
mitigation-climate-change 
 
Post-Gazette: Fire damages abandoned encampment along Three Rivers Heritage Trail 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/social-services/2024/05/20/fire-damage-west-end-bridge-three-
rivers-heritage-trail-homeless-encampment/stories/202405200138 
  
Tribune-Review: Heat forces 39 Pittsburgh public schools to move to remote learning 
https://triblive.com/news/education-classroom/heat-forces-39-pittsburgh-public-schools-to-move-to-
remote-learning/  
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