
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – Patti 
Monahan; SERO – Robyn Briggs; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and 
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov 
 
 
Air 
 
Lancaster Online: Air quality alert issued for Lancaster County as high temperatures boost ozone levels 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/air-quality-alert-issued-for-lancaster-county-as-high-
temperatures-boost-ozone-levels/article_a1f2ba6e-4838-441f-865f-5b85de3bcdda.html 
 
WGAL: CODE ORANGE: Air quality alert issued for parts of south-central Pennsylvania 
https://www.wgal.com/article/code-orange-air-quality-alert-pennsylvania-weather/71336224 
 
6abc: Air Quality Index: What do the numbers mean? 
https://6abc.com/post/air-quality-index-what-do-numbers-mean-how-use-aqi-stay-safe/13359215/ 
 
Patch.com: Air Quality Alert Issued In Montgomery County Tuesday 
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/norristown/air-quality-alert-issued-montgomery-county-tuesday 
 
Philly Burbs: Air quality alert issued for Bucks County 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/weather/2026/05/18/weather-alert-bucks-county-air-
quality/90140033007/ 
 
The Reporter Online: Air quality alert issued for southeastern PA as near-record heat begins 
https://www.thereporteronline.com/2026/05/18/air-quality-alert-issued-for-southeastern-pa-as-near-
record-heat-begins/ 
 
6abc: Heat wave roasts Philadelphia region, could reach hottest May temps on record 
https://6abc.com/post/heat-wave-roasts-philadelphia-region-reaching-hottest-may-temps-
record/19130031/ 
 
Philly 17: Philadelphia under Code Red as heat wave raises concerns 
https://phl17.com/phl17-news/philadelphia-under-code-red-as-heat-wave-raises-concerns/ 
 
Patch.com: Very Poor Air Quality Expected In Montco Again Tuesday, Officials Say 
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/norristown/very-poor-air-quality-expected-montco-again-tuesday-
officials-say 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
91 degrees in mid-May? For some people it’s about time 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/05/18/region-faces-high-temperatures-this-week/ 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Climate movement needs you (LTE) 
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https://www.dailyitem.com/opinion/climate-movement-needs-you/article_dc585fa8-eb39-4bf4-8ecb-
06a03f25ae1d.html  
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
TribLive: 2nd eaglet dies at Glen Hazel 
https://triblive.com/local/2nd-eaglet-dies-at-glen-hazel/ 
 
WPXI: Second eaglet in Glen Hazel nest dies of unknown illness 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/second-eaglet-glen-hazel-nest-dies-unknown-
illness/JJSF3LMWFFBIZDZDW35BWYF43A/ 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Outdoors | Area veterans cast lines during fishing event in Westmoreland County 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/local_news/outdoors-area-veterans-cast-lines-during-fishing-event-in-
westmoreland-county/article_cba4b7af-6a47-474e-9fff-fdb21cefa85f.html 
 
Lancaster Onine: Race raises $50,000 for farm preservation in Manor Township 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/race-raises-50-000-for-farm-preservation-in-manor-
township/article_1658f071-9f26-47fc-a06d-5f5c2437967e.html 
 
Bucks County Today: Pennsylvania’s Free Native Plant Kits Turn Lawns Into Pollinator Habitats 
https://bucksco.today/2026/05/pennsylvania-free-native-plant-kits-pollinator-habitats/ 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Lewisburg partners plant trees thanks to grant 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/lewisburg-partners-plant-trees-thanks-to-grant/article_b5a33b71-
ebc1-4120-8c36-cf43d9405165.html  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Penn Township officials rally support for property acquisition 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/penn-township-officials-rally-support-for-property-
acquisition/article_e613adef-13d6-4fa2-a81b-db08269503c2.html  
 
Shamokin News-Item: Hands-on learning: Regional middle school students compete in Envirothon 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/hands-on-learning-regional-middle-school-students-compete-
in-envirothon/article_1f159c4a-c587-5072-8cea-83e66930bea3.html  
 
 
Data Centers 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: What utility customers can expect from data centers 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2026/05/18/faq-data-centers-energy-tariffs-
energy-demand/stories/202605140074 
 
WOLF: Nescopeck residents speak out to oppose data center overlay draft 
https://fox56.com/news/local/nescopeck-residents-speak-out-to-oppose-data-center-overlay-draft 
 
Scranton Times: Monday Update: Data center, power plant hearings continue in Midvalley 
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https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/05/18/data-center-power-plant-hearings-continue-in-
midvalley/ 
 
Lebtown: South Annville asked to update zoning ordinance for future data center projects 
https://lebtown.com/2026/05/18/south-annville-asked-to-update-zoning-ordinance-for-future-data-
center-projects/ 
 
Daily Local.com: Douglass (Mont.) Township to pull out of regional planning group 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2026/05/19/douglass-mont-to-pull-out-of-regional-planning-group/ 
 
Patch.com: Massive Data Center Cluster Proposed In Upper Merion 
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/norristown/massive-data-center-cluster-proposed-upper-merion 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: EDITORIAL Sharing ideas on local data center ordinances a wise move 
https://www.dailyitem.com/opinion/editorial-sharing-ideas-on-local-data-center-ordinances-a-wise-
move/article_6d8e1b06-5966-4e47-ae61-c0f94936115e.html  
 
Shamokin News-Item: Mount Carmel Township enacts 180-day moratorium on data center proposals to 
upgrade zoning 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/mount-carmel-township-enacts-180-day-moratorium-on-data-
center-proposals-to-upgrade-zoning/article_a4d04477-9509-4b5b-97bd-d30598b04cee.html  
 
Shamokin News-Item: Data centers not built to benefit township residents (LTE) 
https://www.newsitem.com/opinion/letters_to_editor/data-centers-not-built-to-benefit-township-
residents/article_510a4193-5e93-40e4-83ec-477e9290b0d5.html  
 
Shamokin News-Item: Pull the plug on data center monstrosities (LTE) 
https://www.newsitem.com/opinion/letters_to_editor/letter-to-the-editor-pull-the-plug-on-data-
center-monstrosities/article_0bd925d1-1f05-4a00-a981-fc9821e98ed6.html  
 
Shamokin News-Item: Protect citizens from data centers (LTE) 
https://www.newsitem.com/opinion/letters_to_editor/letter-to-the-editor-protect-citizens-from-data-
centers/article_ac7a6ce4-19bf-48a2-ac37-5d78557e9e33.html  
 
Shamokin News-Item: The state of data in Mount Carmel Township (LTE) 
https://www.newsitem.com/opinion/letters_to_editor/the-state-of-data-in-mount-carmel-
township/article_ccb2dbf7-a73f-484f-83cb-a4555c61e51d.html  
 
 
Energy 
 
Bradford Era: Solar grant awarded to Ridgway school 
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/05/18/solar-grant-awarded-ridgway-school/ 
 
Lancaster Online: Met-Ed's charging more for electricity - here's what will happen to your bill when 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/met-eds-charging-more-for-electricity---heres-what-will-
happen-to-your-bill/article_08480751-d0a5-4d54-a238-0d16023dfac6.html 
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Reading Eagle: Reading breaks ground on solar energy project 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2026/05/19/reading-breaks-ground-on-solar-energy-project/ 
 
WFMZ: Reading breaks ground on solar project as part of goal to switch to 100% renewable energy 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/reading-breaks-ground-on-solar-project-as-part-of-goal-to-
switch-to-100-renewable/article_464ebc04-1361-4292-a1e2-573d9f4aacb4.html 
 
Delco Times: As electric bills rise, some states, such as Pa., are focusing on growing profits of utilities 
https://www.delcotimes.com/2026/05/17/as-electric-bills-rise-some-states-such-as-pa-are-focusing-on-
the-growing-profits-of-utilities/ 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Prioritize practical energy solutions (LTE) 
https://www.dailyitem.com/opinion/prioritize-practical-energy-solutions/article_7dff847c-58d2-41c9-
9db4-9558c2a31814.html  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Pennsylvania has energy; we need power plants (LTE) 
https://www.dailyitem.com/opinion/pennsylvania-has-energy-we-need-power-plants/article_0ef0d972-
d2fc-494a-a022-a15bd265755a.html  
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Mayor: Shamokin in a 'rut' when it comes to blight 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/mayor-shamokin-in-a-rut-when-it-comes-to-
blight/article_159ab87a-421e-4f36-8433-584711abe564.html  
 
 
Vector Management 
 
TribLive: Allegheny County residents warned of increased risk for ticks and Lyme disease 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/allegheny-county-residents-warned-of-increased-risk-for-ticks-and-
lyme-disease/ 
 
 
Waste 
 
Shamokin News-Item: 248 pounds of litter collected, 105 pounds recycled 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/248-pounds-of-litter-collected-105-pounds-
recycled/article_d8225545-7c64-5d6d-b963-d077e2d93195.html   
 
Shamokin News-Item: Coal Township officials discuss gate for Big Mountain Road to halt dumping 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/coal-township-officials-discuss-gate-for-big-mountain-road-to-
halt-dumping/article_8852e6ab-2844-450e-af97-ac0c4251c736.html 
 
 
Water 
 
EHN: Study: Chemical contamination in U.S. drinking water requires "intentional and continuous reform” 
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https://www.ehn.org/water-emerging-chemical-contamination 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Inflation of Adam T. Bower Memorial Dam nearing completion 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/inflation-of-adam-t-bower-memorial-dam-nearing-
completion/article_94024a65-aa2e-53f6-bf2b-84456d04ff8f.html  
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
WVIA: Communities across Northeast Pa. will improve transportation routes with millions in state grants 
https://www.wvia.org/news/local/2026-05-18/communities-across-northeast-pa-will-improve-
transportation-routes-with-millions-in-state-grants 
 
Pennlive: How a small Pa. coal town became home to one of ICE’s largest detention centers 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2026/05/how-a-small-pa-coal-town-became-home-to-one-of-ices-
largest-detention-centers.html 
 
WGAL: Dumpster catches fire at J&K Salvage in York County 
https://www.wgal.com/article/dumpster-catches-fire-at-jk-salvage-in-york-county/71350021 
 
Philly Burbs: Philly men charged for theft at fed-protected bald eagle nest site 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/crime/2026/05/18/bucks-county-bald-eagles-nest-cable-
theft/90104668007/ 
 
My Chesco.com: Schuylkill River Trail: The Trail That Follows the River’s Memory 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/lifestyle/outdoor-recreation/schuylkill-river-trail-the-trail-that-follows-
the-rivers-memory/#google_vignette 
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