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Top DEP Stories 
 
Pennsylvania Pressroom: Shapiro Administration Launches New One-Stop Grant Search Tool to 
Streamline Pennsylvanians’ Access to Government Funding Opportunities 
https://www.media.pa.gov/pages/administration_details.aspx?newsid=154 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Bradford Era: New water authority coming to Hilltop area 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/new-water-authority-coming-to-hilltop-area/article_b2585a28-
97d0-11ef-a7fa-43351fa6b1d9.html 
 
The Derrick: Drones’ search for old wells put off until 2025 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/drones-search-for-old-wells-put-off-until-
2025/article_ef965702-97a6-11ef-9d46-af361227eb0c.html 
 
Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper Blog: USGS PFAS study looks at which tissues the 'forever chemicals' 
build up in fish, plus land use & sources 
https://www.middlesusquehannariverkeeper.org/blog/usgs-pfas-study-looks-at-which-tissues-the-
forever-chemicals-build-up-in-fish-plus-land-use-sources 
 
SpotlightPA: Owner of troubled rural Pa. water company facing state investigation says he wants to sell 
https://www.spotlightpa.org/statecollege/2024/11/rural-pennsylvania-rock-spring-water-company-
centre-county-public-utilities-commission/ 
 
 
East Palestine Train Derailment 
 
Pittsburgh Union Progress: Rail safety, ongoing concerns about East Palestine derailment dominate 
Deluzio event 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2024/10/31/rail-safety-ongoing-concerns-about-east-palestine-
derailment-dominate-deluzio-event/ 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
WITF/StateImpact: Pa. communities start to see impact of federal climate spending, as upcoming 
election casts doubt on programs’ futures 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2024/10/31/pa-communities-start-to-see-impact-of-federal-
climate-spending-as-upcoming-election-casts-doubt-on-programs-futures/ 
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AP: World may be merely scratching the surface on the scope of climate-changing methane emissions 
https://apnews.com/article/methane-satellite-monitoring-ghgsat-climate-change-
c5bdd53058cdcbf0c83a6a1080398222 
 
Tribune-Review: Letter to the editor: Common sense and global warming 
https://triblive.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-common-sense-and-global-warming/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Pa. communities start to see impact of federal climate spending, as election casts 
doubt on programs’ futures 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-federal-climate-funding-elections/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Erie Times: Many steelhead were dying in Trout Run. How officials fixed a problem causing it 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/local/2024/10/31/fish-game-commission-fix-sandbar-killing-
steelhead-trout-run/75966248007/ 
 
WVIA: “Everything becomes a bit less stable:” Native PA trees battle two diseases 
https://www.wvia.org/news/local/2024-10-29/everything-becomes-a-little-bit-less-stable-native-
pennsylvania-trees-battle-two-diseases 
 
Shamokin News-Item: DCNR: Hot, dry summer, dry fall increases risk for brush fires 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/dcnr-hot-summer-dry-fall-increases-risk-for-brush-
fires/article_63a6af7c-96e7-11ef-aa6b-
0f4d25165bf3.html?utm_source=newsitem.com&utm_campaign=%2Fnewsletters%2Flists%2Fheadlines
%2F%3F-dc%3D1730365238&utm_medium=email&utm_content=headline 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Round Hill Park restoration projects celebrated 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2024/10/31/round-hill-park-restoration-projects-celebrated/ 
 
 
Drought 
 
Morning Call: Lehigh Valley enter severe drought as October dryness brakes record 
https://www.mcall.com/2024/10/31/lehigh-valley-enters-severe-drought-as-october-dryness-breaks-
record/ 
 
Daily Local: Berks enacts outdoor burn ban due to dry weather conditions. The ban will begin Saturday 
and continue countywide for 30 days. 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2024/10/31/berks-enacts-outdoor-burn-ban-due-to-dry-weather-
conditions/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: N.J. cranberry farms struggle amid worst drought many have ever seen 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/new-jersey/new-jersey-drought-cranberry-harvest-20241105.html 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: October was Philly’s first rainless month in 153 years of recordkeeping 
https://www.inquirer.com/weather/philadelphia-weather-october-2024-rain-drought-20241101.html 
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Delco Today: Montgomery County Declares Severe Drought Warning 
https://delco.today/2024/11/montgomery-county-declares-severe-drought-warning/ 
 
York Dispatch: State task force puts York County under drought watch 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2024/11/01/state-task-force-puts-york-county-under-
drought-watch/75988356007/ 
 
York Dispatch: Dry, windy conditions have York County under red flag warning 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2024/11/01/windy-dry-conditions-have-york-county-
under-fire-weather-watch/75986643007/ 
 
Reading Eagle: Berks enacts outdoor burn ban due to dry weather conditions 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2024/10/31/berks-enacts-outdoor-burn-ban-due-to-dry-weather-
conditions/ 
 
Lancaster Farming: How Does Drought Affect Fall Weed Control? 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/field-crops/how-does-drought-affect-fall-weed-
control/article_67278820-0dcb-5d45-b2cf-90f1197e2e11.html 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Cumberland County placed in Drought Watch, Red Flag Warning in effect Friday 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/cumberland-county-placed-in-drought-watch-red-flag-warning-in-
effect-friday/article_2f73a34e-985f-11ef-904f-f3fad58280b4.html#tracking-source=home-top-story 
 
Bedford Gazette: DCNR urges caution with outdoor fires 
https://www.bedfordgazette.com/news/local/dcnr-urges-caution-with-outdoor-fires/article_dad63916-
97ad-11ef-a97d-5f393748ea51.html 
 
FOX43: 35 of Pennsylvania's 67 counties are experiencing drought conditions, including 8 of 10 in 
Central PA 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/weather-drought-watch-central-pennsylvania-counties/521-
3282edfe-dece-4594-8140-6410248bcba4 
 
FOX43: Red Flag Warning issued for central Pennsylvania 
https://www.fox43.com/article/weather/weather-impact/fire-watch-dry-weather-impact-alert-central-
pennsylvania/521-9246e311-c864-4602-941d-4c4fdb35980a 
 
FOX43: Dry season brings higher fire danger in the fall 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/fire-danger-dry-weather-fall/521-f9bc52ef-2c02-4ff8-9862-
79904e396039 
 
FOX43: Central Pennsylvania municipalities enact burn bans due to dry weather 
https://www.fox43.com/article/weather/burn-bans-dry-weather-pennsylvania/521-3dca25a9-2065-
46f6-9e6c-fc54f8ba2e9f 
 
WTAJ: Upgrade: Fire Weather Warning issued for portions of Pennsylvania 
https://www.wtaj.com/weather/fire-weather-watch-issued-for-portions-of-pennsylvania/ 
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Energy 
 
FOX43: PPL Electric announces increase in rates, effective Dec. 1 
https://www.fox43.com/article/money/consumer/ppl-electric-price-rate-increase-effective-december-
1/521-fcf10946-c15a-464d-b48e-90692b63c13b 
 
Utility Dive: States should procure power supplies outside PJM capacity auctions: FirstEnergy CEO 
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/states-power-supply-pjm-capacity-auction-firstenergy-data-
center/731588/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: EQT sees strong demand for natural gas to help power AI, data centers 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/10/30/artificial-intelligence-data-centers-natural-
gas.html 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Donna Kohut | Transitioning Beyond Coal: Crafting economic pathways for 
Pennsylvania's communities in energy transition 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/editorials/columns/donna-kohut-transitioning-beyond-coal-crafting-
economic-pathways-for-pennsylvanias-communities-in-energy-transition/article_7a2b282c-96b5-11ef-
9d71-af8867b7403b.html 
 
WESA: First registered EV technician apprentice program starts engine at CCAC 
https://www.wesa.fm/development-transportation/2024-11-01/ccac-electric-vehicle-ev-technician-
apprentice-program 
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: A Camden County factory town gears up for redevelopment of Superfund sites 
https://www.inquirer.com/real-estate/gibbsboro-superfund-site-cleanup-camden-county-
redevelopment-20241101.html 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Meadville Tribune: National Fuel increasing cost of natural gas charge 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/national-fuel-increasing-cost-of-natural-gas-
charge/article_8e44b4be-97c7-11ef-ad8a-1bf1ae8e21d1.html 
 
Environmental Health News: Pennsylvania voters press local, national candidates on fracking just days 
before election 
https://www.ehn.org/pennsylvania-voters-press-local-national-candidates-on-fracking-
2669550458.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Fracking takes center stage in candidates' pitches to Pennsylvania 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/fracking-takes-center-stage-in-candidates-pitches-to-pennsylvania/ 
 
Forbes: Will AI Drive A Nuclear Renaissance, Or A Natural Gas Boom? 
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https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidblackmon/2024/10/31/will-ai-drive-a-nuclear-renaissance-or-a-
natural-gas-boom/ 
 
Observer-Reporter: LETTER: Gas industry doesn’t control prices 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/opinion/letters/2024/oct/31/letter-gas-industry-doesnt-control-
prices/ 
 
 
Vector Management 
 
The Derrick: Invasive spotted lanternfly may be on its way to Oil Region 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/invasive-spotted-lanternfly-may-be-on-its-way-to-oil-
region/article_b9033910-916d-11ef-9c76-1754cefb0fe3.html 
 
 
Waste 
 
Erie Times: Opinion: IRG CEO Hecht says plant will deliver plastic pollution solutions, jobs to Erie 
https://www.goerie.com/story/opinion/columns/2024/10/31/opinion-hecht-says-irg-recycling-plant-
will-bring-jobs-reduce-waste-erie-plastic/75944519007/ 
 
Lancaster Online: West Donegal residents will pay more for trash and recycling in 2025 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/west-donegal-residents-will-pay-more-for-trash-and-
recycling-in-2025/article_5e02180e-9845-11ef-bc5e-c701e728ecb8.html 
 
FOX43: How to get rid of your pumpkin sustainably 
https://www.fox43.com/article/tech/science/environment/pumpkin-halloween-thanksgiving-fall-
autumn-sustainable-eco9/65-754dcef1-1593-4915-a617-380c39c89dc9 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Fallowfield tables trash bids to review proposals 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2024/10/31/fallowfield-tables-trash-bids-to-review-
proposals/ 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Monessen seeks volunteers for cleanup day 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2024/11/01/monessen-seeks-volunteers-for-cleanup-day/ 
 
 
Water 
 
Republican Herald: Lake Wynonah water users told to pay up 
https://www.republicanherald.com/2024/10/31/lake-wynonah-water-users-told-to-pay-up/ 
 
The Mercury: Pottstown seeks residents’ help to ID lead water lines 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2024/11/01/pottstown-seeks-residents-help-to-id-lead-water-lines/ 
 
exploreVenango: Owner of Troubled Rural Pa. Water Company Facing State Investigation Says He Wants 
to Sell. If parties reach a settlement in a case to force the sale of a troubled Pennsylvania water 
company, state regulators could avoid a lengthy process to improve service. 
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https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2024/10/31/fallowfield-tables-trash-bids-to-review-proposals/
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https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2024/11/01/monessen-seeks-volunteers-for-cleanup-day/
https://www.republicanherald.com/2024/10/31/lake-wynonah-water-users-told-to-pay-up/
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2024/11/01/pottstown-seeks-residents-help-to-id-lead-water-lines/


https://www.explorevenango.com/state-news/2024/11/01/owner-of-troubled-rural-pa-water-
company-facing-state-investigation-says-he-wants-to-sell-598126/ 
 
Meadville Tribune: Vernon Water Authority OKs transfer to supervisors 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/vernon-water-authority-oks-transfer-to-
supervisors/article_abd78f0e-97bf-11ef-810a-b731b31b541f.html 
 
Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper Blog: Group wraps up $500k fix of year-old $3.3 million fish 
passageway with reinforced path; Williamsport fish ladder still hampered by gate issues 
https://www.middlesusquehannariverkeeper.org/blog/group-wraps-up-500k-fix-of-year-old-33-million-
fish-passageway-with-reinforced-path-williamsport-fish-ladder-still-hampered-by-gate-issues 
 
Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper Blog: Pollinator trends can be indicators for water quality if we are 
paying attention 
https://www.middlesusquehannariverkeeper.org/blog/intern-column-pollinator-trends-can-be-
indicators-for-water-quality-if-we-are-paying-attention 
 
Morning Ag Clips: New Chesapeake Bay Assessment Reveals Concerns, Hope 
https://www.morningagclips.com/new-chesapeake-bay-assessment-reveals-concerns-hope/ 
 
Pennlive: Owner of troubled rural Pa. water company facing state investigation says he wants to sell 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2024/11/owner-of-troubled-rural-pa-water-company-facing-state-
investigation-says-he-wants-to-sell.html 
 
WGAL: Water restrictions in South-Central Pennsylvania 
https://www.wgal.com/article/south-central-pennsylvania-water-restrictions-fall-2024/62780185 
 
FOX43: Dover Township enacts mandatory ban on nonessential water use 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/dover-township-ban-nonessential-water-use-
mandatory/521-0e2013db-4aee-4e0e-bd88-4be83516d549?ref=exit-recirc 
 
York Dispatch: Dover Township issues mandatory restriction on non-essential water use 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2024/11/01/dover-township-issues-mandatory-
restriction-on-non-essential-water-use/75986050007/ 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Bradford Era: Recovery plan available for four imperiled freshwater mussels 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/recovery-plan-available-for-four-imperiled-freshwater-
mussels/article_5e1a4e86-97e3-11ef-98ac-f7c5be96057e.html 
 
Indiana Gazette: Amid dry conditions, brush fires reported in Indiana, Armstrong counties 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/police_emergency_and_courts/amid-dry-conditions-brush-
fires-reported-in-indiana-armstrong-counties/article_f959d486-97c8-11ef-8505-5f7a5e70c7d2.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Water main breaks on the same road that a landslide occurred in Polish Hill 
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https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2024/10/30/water-main-polish-hill-brereton-pittsburgh-
landslide/stories/202410300082 
 
Pittsburgh Union Progress: Candidates propose water and air pollution remedies plus societal reform at 
McKeesport forum 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2024/10/31/candidates-propose-water-and-air-pollution-remedies-
plus-societal-reform-at-mckeesport-forum/ 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Letter to the editor | Shared environmental values 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/editorials/readers_forum/letter-to-the-editor-shared-environmental-
values/article_b62567f2-9606-11ef-bde7-336505d8dec5.html 
 
Tube City Almanac: Green Party’s Stein to Attend Local Forum 
http://almanac.tubecityonline.com/almanac/?e=3598 
 
Allegheny Front: No ‘seat at the table’: Why environmental justice activists fear a Trump win 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/trump-harris-pennsylvania-environmental-justice/ 
 
WTAE: Parkway East bridge project affecting traffic on Commercial Street in Swisshelm Park 
https://www.wtae.com/article/parkway-east-bridge-construction-commercial-street-swisshelm-
park/62778047 
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