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Top DEP Stories 
 
Bradford Era: Department of Environmental Protection declares a drought watch for more than 30 
counties across Pa. 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/department-of-environmental-protection-declares-a-drought-
watch-for-more-than-30-counties-across-pa/article_f88fe26c-988a-11ef-906a-37b7c2df6aaa.html 
 
Sayre Morning Times: Pennsylvania declares drought conditions in 35 counties 
https://www.morning-times.com/news/article_7e4cc300-9888-11ef-b066-
5f4652f28d2e.html?utm_source=morning-times.com  
 
KDKA: Dangerously dry conditions raise Western Pennsylvania's brush fire risk 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/drought-brush-fires-risk/  
 
KDKA Radio: Dry conditions and wind spark large brush fire in Coraopolis 
https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/local/dry-conditions-and-wind-spark-large-brush-fire-in-
coraopolis 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Mon Valley counties under drought watch 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2024/11/02/mon-valley-counties-under-drought-watch/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Department of Environmental Protection declares a drought watch for more than 30 
counties across Pa. 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/weather-news/2024/11/01/department-environmental-
protection-drought-rain-pennsylvania/stories/202411010073 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Environment Digest Blog: DEP Invites Comments On Proposed Hazardous Sites Agreement With 
Venango County On Cleaning Up Unlined Landfill Site 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2024/11/dep-invites-comments-on-proposed.html 
 
Observer-Reporter: Wastewater impoundments, injection wells sources of controversy over last 20 
years 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/local_news/2024/nov/02/wastewater-impoundments-injection-
wells-sources-of-controversy-over-last-20-years  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Study looks at which tissues the forever chemicals build up in fish 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/study-looks-at-which-tissues-the-forever-chemicals-build-up-in-
fish/article_b62f3f3a-985d-11ef-96f3-773a21b05277.html   
 

mailto:kedeibert@pa.gov
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/department-of-environmental-protection-declares-a-drought-watch-for-more-than-30-counties-across-pa/article_f88fe26c-988a-11ef-906a-37b7c2df6aaa.html
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/department-of-environmental-protection-declares-a-drought-watch-for-more-than-30-counties-across-pa/article_f88fe26c-988a-11ef-906a-37b7c2df6aaa.html
https://www.morning-times.com/news/article_7e4cc300-9888-11ef-b066-5f4652f28d2e.html?utm_source=morning-times.com&utm_campaign=%2Fnewsletters%2Fheadlines%2F%3F-dc%3D1730718039&utm_medium=email&utm_content=headline
https://www.morning-times.com/news/article_7e4cc300-9888-11ef-b066-5f4652f28d2e.html?utm_source=morning-times.com&utm_campaign=%2Fnewsletters%2Fheadlines%2F%3F-dc%3D1730718039&utm_medium=email&utm_content=headline
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/drought-brush-fires-risk/
https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/local/dry-conditions-and-wind-spark-large-brush-fire-in-coraopolis
https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/local/dry-conditions-and-wind-spark-large-brush-fire-in-coraopolis
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2024/11/02/mon-valley-counties-under-drought-watch/
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/weather-news/2024/11/01/department-environmental-protection-drought-rain-pennsylvania/stories/202411010073
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/weather-news/2024/11/01/department-environmental-protection-drought-rain-pennsylvania/stories/202411010073
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2024/11/dep-invites-comments-on-proposed.html
https://www.observer-reporter.com/local_news/2024/nov/02/wastewater-impoundments-injection-wells-sources-of-controversy-over-last-20-years
https://www.observer-reporter.com/local_news/2024/nov/02/wastewater-impoundments-injection-wells-sources-of-controversy-over-last-20-years
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/study-looks-at-which-tissues-the-forever-chemicals-build-up-in-fish/article_b62f3f3a-985d-11ef-96f3-773a21b05277.html
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/study-looks-at-which-tissues-the-forever-chemicals-build-up-in-fish/article_b62f3f3a-985d-11ef-96f3-773a21b05277.html


East Palestine Train Derailment 
 
WESA: New studies shed light on the contamination and response to East Palestine derailment 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-11-03/new-studies-contamination-communication-
east-palestine-derailment  
 
 
Air 
 
The Derrick: Dry spell prompts drought, brush fire concerns 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/dry-spell-prompts-drought-brush-fire-
concerns/article_fe91b7ec-8fd1-11ef-87fe-777004ab7694.html 
 
WESA: The road to the Clean Air Act passes through Pittsburgh 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-11-02/clean-air-act-pittsburgh-donora 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
WESA: Pa. starts to see climate spending impact, as upcoming election casts doubt on programs’ futures  
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-11-04/pennsylvania-climate-change-election-2024  
 
Post-Gazette: Fact check: Harris vs. Trump on climate change 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/election-2024/2024/11/02/kamala-harris-donald-trump-climate-
change-fact-check/stories/202411020052 
  
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Erie Times: Many steelhead were dying in Trout Run. How officials fixed a problem causing it 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/local/2024/10/31/fish-game-commission-fix-sandbar-killing-
steelhead-trout-run/75966248007/?tbref=hp 
 
Bradford Era: Recovery plan available for four imperiled freshwater mussels 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/recovery-plan-available-for-four-imperiled-freshwater-
mussels/article_5e1a4e86-97e3-11ef-98ac-f7c5be96057e.html 
 
WJET-TV: Erie Bluffs State Park inducted into the National ‘Old-Growth Forest Network’ 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/erie-bluffs-state-park-inducted-into-the-national-old-
growth-forest-network/ 
 
Lancaster Online: Conservancy expanding Steinman Run and Pequea nature preserves 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/conservancy-expanding-steinman-run-and-pequea-nature-
preserves/article_aa64c770-986b-11ef-8132-7b01aa72b2bc.html 
 
Lebtown.com: Doubling down on bouldering: Remaining 2024 bouldering events announced 
https://lebtown.com/2024/11/04/doubling-down-on-bouldering-remaining-2024-bouldering-events-
announced/ 
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WESA: Pa. starts to see climate spending impact, as upcoming election casts doubt on programs’ futures  
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-11-04/pennsylvania-climate-change-election-2024  
 
Post-Gazette: Fact check: Harris vs. Trump on climate change 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/election-2024/2024/11/02/kamala-harris-donald-trump-climate-
change-fact-check/stories/202411020052 
 
 
Drought 
 
Tribune-Democrat: 'Never seen it like this': Drought uncovers bridge to Somerset County's past 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/never-seen-it-like-this-drought-uncovers-bridge-to-somerset-countys-
past/article_62c4be92-9556-11ef-8314-2f1d794acb05.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Elizabethtown Area Water Authority issues restrictions in midst of drought watch 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/elizabethtown-area-water-authority-issues-restrictions-in-
midst-of-drought-watch/article_08d3127e-9959-11ef-87ca-734d1be7aaf8.html 
 
York Daily Record: York County is in a drought watch; red flag issued for fire warning 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2024/11/01/york-county-is-under-a-drought-watch-red-flag-
warning-for-wildfires/75987050007/ 
 
Lebanon Daily News: DEP declares a drought watch for Lebanon and 34 other counties 
https://www.ldnews.com/story/news/local/2024/11/01/dep-declares-drought-watch-for-lebanon-pa-
and-34-other-counties/75987836007/ 
 
Lancaster Farming: What Does It Take for the Department of Environmental Protection to Declare a 
Drought? 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/news/what-does-it-take-for-the-department-of-
environmental-protection-to-declare-a-drought-opinion/article_925b5434-0b79-50a0-b32a-
944ebb2b8cac.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Dry conditions increase wildfire risk 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/dry-conditions-increase-wildfire-
risk/article_c91d9a16-9889-11ef-b15b-0b7fdbb5e46f.html 
 
abc27: Record warmth this week as a prolonged dry spell continues too… 
https://www.abc27.com/weather/record-warmth-this-week-as-a-record-dry-spell-continues-too/ 
 
CBS21: Franklin County mountain fire burns through nearly 200 acres 
https://local21news.com/news/local/franklin-co-mountain-fire-burns-through-200-acres# 
 
FOX43: Central Pennsylvania municipalities enact burn bans due to dry weather 
https://www.fox43.com/article/weather/burn-bans-dry-weather-pennsylvania/521-3dca25a9-2065-
46f6-9e6c-fc54f8ba2e9f?ref=exit-recirc 
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Energy 
 
Sayre Morning Times: Pa. begins 2024-25 Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 
https://www.morning-times.com/news/article_3844b780-988a-11ef-80ff-0ff4a119ef8f.html  
 
Lewistown Sentinel: Grant program could revive solar talk for Juniata County schools 
https://www.lewistownsentinel.com/news/local-news/2024/11/grant-program-could-revive-solar-talk-
for-juniata-county-schools/ 
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: CAEDC will seek $500,000 federal grant to identify and assess brownfield sites in 
Cumberland County 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/business/caedc-will-seek-500-000-federal-grant-to-identify-and-
assess-brownfield-sites-in-cumberland/article_42d59366-9797-11ef-81ba-6b65fdbdb63e.html 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Post-Gazette: As fracking turns 20 in Pennsylvania, towns consider new regulations for distance between 
homes and well pads 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2024/11/03/fracking-natural-gas-setback-range-
resources-cecil/stories/202411030029 
 
Environmental Health News: Pennsylvania voters press local, national candidates on fracking just days 
before election 
https://www.ehn.org/pennsylvania-voters-press-local-national-candidates-on-fracking-
2669550458.html 
 
Indiana Gazette: Homer City Redevelopment, PMCN hospitals among area RACP recipients 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/homer-city-redevelopment-pmcn-hospitals-among-area-racp-
recipients/article_df58c416-989f-11ef-b5bc-83d7f64666b4.html 
 
 
Vector Management 
 
The Derrick: Invasive spotted lanternfly may be on its way to Oil Region 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/invasive-spotted-lanternfly-may-be-on-its-way-to-oil-
region/article_b9033910-916d-11ef-9c76-1754cefb0fe3.html 
 
 
Waste 
 
Reading trash and recycling pickup fees going up by 3% next year 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2024/11/04/reading-trash-and-recycling-pickup-fees-going-up-by-3-
next-year/ 
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WTAE: Garbage truck rollover shuts down Washington County road 
https://www.wtae.com/article/washington-county-garbage-truck-rollover-traffic/62801464  
 
 
Water 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Fish passage project complete; Ladder will reroute aquatic life over dam, into Lake 
Augusta 
https://dailyitem-
cnhi.newsmemory.com/?token=560609e201c0ce721f30e4a2bb8b4521_6728e1dc_1406033&selDate=2
0241104&goTo=A001&artid=5 . 
 
 Shamokin News-Item: Tricky, expensive road in lead pipe removal (Editorial) 
https://www.newsitem.com/opinion/editorials/tricky-expensive-road-in-lead-pipe-
removal/article_52ae938e-9a29-11ef-b55b-3ba7b6a3805a.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Marlon Ferguson: My mother can't drink her water 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/insight/2024/11/03/clean-water-aliquippa-lead-pipes-epa-
infrastructure-act/stories/202410250005 
 
Bradford Era: New water authority coming to Hilltop area 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/new-water-authority-coming-to-hilltop-area/article_b2585a28-
97d0-11ef-a7fa-43351fa6b1d9.html 
 
The Derrick: Fryburg Water customers under boil-water advisory 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/community_news/fryburg-water-customers-under-boill-water-
advisory/article_6051f91c-99fd-11ef-a8a8-776dafc7f8a1.html 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Newville hires expert for warehouse project, plans open house 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/government-politics/newville-borough-council-expert-warehouse-
project-review-building-dedication-open-house/article_2c3d64d2-96be-11ef-a291-5b43cb7d17cd.html 
 
Altoona Mirror: Planners table action on Greenfield project 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2024/11/planners-table-action-on-greenfield-
project/ 
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