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Top DEP Stories 
 
New Castle News: 'Fast Track' program created to speed up Pa.'s permitting on major developments 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/fast-track-program-created-to-speed-up-pa-s-
permitting-on-major-developments/article_745f93fc-3633-55ac-838d-ebbed75d61cc.html 
 
Central Penn Business Journal: Shapiro signs order streamlining Pa.’s permitting process 
https://www.cpbj.com/shapiro-signs-order-streamlining-pa-s-permitting-process/ 
 
Tribune-Democrat: 'Fast Track' program created to speed up Pa.'s permitting on major developments 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/fast-track-program-created-to-speed-up-pa-s-permitting-on-major-
developments/article_68987c9d-0078-5550-9e96-19305e1ae491.html 
 
KDKA: New Pennsylvania program aims to fast track permitting process for big economic projects 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/pa-permit-fast-track-program-explained-josh-shapiro/ 
 
PA Environment Digest: DEP Reduces Permit Backlog By 75%, Completely Eliminates Backlog For Oil & 
Gas Permits; You Can’t Blame DEP Anymore For Permit Delays 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2024/11/dep-reduces-permit-backlog-by-75.html 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Pa Environment Digest Blog: Oil & Gas Wastewater Release At Bear Lake Properties Injection Well In 
Warren County Went Unreported For 109 Days; More Contamination Discovered Along Related 
Wastewater Pipeline Route 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2024/11/oil-gas-wastewater-release-at-bear-lake.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Superior Court: Boiler house at former Springdale power plant can be imploded 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/superior-court-boiler-house-at-former-springdale-
power-plant-can-be-imploded/ 
 
Four Northumberland County townships under water conservation notice 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/four-northumberland-county-townships-under-water-conservation-
notice/article_2795d350-a67d-11ef-8e63-630b930d8b53.html 
 
 
Air 
 
Meadville Tribune: County’s outdoor burning ban ends today 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/county-s-outdoor-burning-ban-ends-today/article_a5a67660-
a6b8-11ef-80b1-e367278746fb.html 
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Climate Change 
 
AP: Deadline looms for negotiators seeking a deal for cash to curb global warming 
https://apnews.com/article/united-nations-cop29-climate-change-talks-baku-fossil-fuels-
6a83e745c4d397c4ec6ccf1a8dd8844c 
 
Tribune-Review: Jamie Goldenberg, Emily P. Courtney and Joshua Hart: Existential terror of hurricanes 
can fuel climate change denial 
https://triblive.com/opinion/jamie-goldenberg-emily-p-courtney-and-joshua-hart-existential-terror-of-
hurricanes-can-fuel-climate-change-denial/ 
 
Environmental Health News: Op-ed: The common ground between labor and climate justice is the key to 
a livable future 
https://www.ehn.org/labor-and-environmental-movements-2669271809.html 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Bradford Era: Cameron County area inducted into Old-Growth Forest Network 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/cameron-county-area-inducted-into-old-growth-forest-
network/article_ab82161a-a6c3-11ef-aeca-8f3317c756ca.html 
 
Republican Herald: Berks Nature hoping for positive aftereffects of Neversink Mountain fire 
https://www.republicanherald.com/2024/11/19/berks-nature-hoping-for-positive-aftereffects-of-
neversink-mountain-fire/ 
 
LehighValleyLive: Parks that connect you with nature in Slate Belt set to see $1M in improvements 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/outdoors/2024/11/parks-that-connect-you-with-nature-in-slate-belt-
set-to-see-1m-in-improvements.html 
 
Daily Courier: Fayette may seek $500,000 grant for Sheepskin Trail 
https://www.dailycourier.com/news/fayette-may-seek-500-000-grant-for-sheepskin-
trail/article_9657cba2-a693-11ef-af67-3fc5642a2624.html 
 
Allegheny Front: A new conservation center in Centre County lands federal and state funding 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/clearwater-conservancy-funding-conservation-center-centre-county-
pennsylvania/ 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Local communities selected for DCNR grants 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2024/11/19/local-communities-selected-for-dcnr-grants/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Pitcairn officials look to improve recreation areas in advance of connector trail 
https://triblive.com/local/monroeville/pitcairn-officials-look-to-improve-recreation-areas-in-advance-of-
connector-trail/ 
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pennsylvania/ 
 
PA Environment Digest: DCNR’s Square Timber Wild Area In Cameron County Inducted Into The Old-
Growth Forest Network 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2024/11/dcnrs-square-timber-wild-area-in.html 
 
 
Drought 
 
Delaware Currents: DRBC hearing outlines dry conditions and possibility of calling a drought for the 
Delaware River 
https://delawarecurrents.org/2024/11/19/delaware-river-drought/ 
 
 
Energy 
 
Butler Eagle: Deep Well Services acquired by Enersol 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20241120/deep-well-services-acquired-by-enersol/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Eaton, Treehouse in AI energy-management partnership 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/11/18/eaton-treehouse-energy-management.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Colleen Friend: My school district has saved over a million dollars by going solar. With 
Solar for Schools, your district could be next 
https://triblive.com/opinion/colleen-friend-my-school-district-has-saved-over-a-million-dollars-by-
going-solar-with-solar-for-schools-your-district-could-be-next/ 
 
Utility Dive: Ratepayer advocates press FERC for PJM capacity market changes, citing ‘crushing’ prices 
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/ratepayer-advocates-pjm-capacity-market-auction-ferc-
complaint/733300/ 
 
Financial Times: Canada imports US electricity as droughts curb hydropower 
https://app.ft.com/content/fd1c8647-12fa-49af-904d-d85570b985c7 
 
Bloomberg: Trump’s Energy Shakeup Will Spare Carbon Capture 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/newsletters/2024-11-19/trump-s-energy-shakeup-will-spare-
carbon-capture 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: What organizers say they learned from a campaign to create a statewide home 
repair program in Pa. 
https://www.inquirer.com/real-estate/housing/whole-home-repairs-program-philadelphia-
pennsylvania-funding-20241119.html 
 
WHYY: Climate activists criticize exclusion from PGW’s budget process, propose new rules 
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-gas-works-climate-activists-exclusion-propose-rules/ 
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Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Grant money allocated for demo, remediation at old Sheesley property 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/grant-money-allocated-for-demo-remediation-at-old-sheesley-
property/article_7ee5faae-a6b4-11ef-99ee-67594b05da53.html 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
WPXI: Potentially catastrophic home explosion prevented in Plum 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/potentially-catastrophic-home-explosion-prevented-
plum/MW3LCYKGQVCJ7CABIK452CCTNU/?tbref=hp 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Jim Welty to lead Marcellus Shale Coalition 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/11/20/jim-welty-to-lead-marcellus-shale-
coalition.html 
 
WFMZ: Residents back in apartments in Montgomery County after gas leak 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/southeastern-pa/upper-montgomery-county/residents-back-in-
apartments-in-montgomery-county-after-gas-leak/article_23d50d52-a6ba-11ef-afd1-
5f7d40924dbd.html 
 
 
Waste 
 
Lancaster Online: Mountville Borough Council approves 2025 budget with no tax hike, slight increase in 
trash fee 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/mountville-borough-council-approves-2025-budget-with-
no-tax-hike-slight-increase-in-trash-fee/article_64dcc540-a6b7-11ef-a88a-3fb24fc62a58.html 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Fallowfield Twp. OKs new garbage service 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2024/11/20/fallowfield-twp-oks-new-garbage-service/ 
 
Tribune-Review: As garbage rates surge, Latrobe looks to join municipalities that collect their own trash 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/as-garbage-rates-surge-latrobe-looks-to-join-municipalities-
that-collect-their-own-trash/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Springdale's new garbage hauler to answer residents' questions at council meeting 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/springdales-new-garbage-hauler-to-answer-residents-
questions-at-council-meeting/ 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Shamokin council approves ordinances regulating yard sales, trash 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/shamokin-council-approves-ordinances-regulating-yard-sales-
trash/article_a6abf876-a6ab-11ef-a30d-
2b823e1d4c2f.html?utm_source=newsitem.com&utm_campaign=%2Fnewsletters%2Flists%2Fheadlines
%2F%3F-dc%3D1732096813&utm_medium=email&utm_content=headline 
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Water 
 
Butler Eagle: Mars conducting public survey of water service lines 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20241120/mars-conducting-public-survey-of-water-service-lines/ 
 
Meadville Tribune: Cambridge Springs applies for $1M grant to help fund water tower 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/cambridge-springs-applies-for-1m-grant-to-help-fund-water-
tower/article_590bdb32-a6a0-11ef-9c3c-d3f13d6d49f6.html 
 
Sharon Herald: Sewer line project to affect Hermitage neighborhoods 
https://www.sharonherald.com/news/sewer-line-project-to-affect-hermitage-
neighborhoods/article_64a8c46a-a2d0-11ef-a876-1b2bc5567c3c.html 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: LMA considers rate hikes for new year 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/lma-considers-rate-hikes-for-new-
year/article_14a97a26-a6b9-11ef-98e1-b3f61f52b646.html 
 
WPXI: Couple tries to pass themselves off as utility workers, enter elderly peoples’ homes in Youngwood 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/couple-tries-pass-themselves-off-utility-workers-enter-elderly-
peoples-homes-youngwood/VTNHVF6S25BQDIMMKXN33YGKMQ/?tbref=hp 
 
Mon Valley Independent: ‘Eyesore’ to be torn down in White Oak 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2024/11/19/eyesore-to-be-torn-down/ 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Somerset County eyeing changes to land development, stormwater regulations 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/somerset-county-eyeing-changes-to-land-development-stormwater-
regulations/article_9bfb7226-a4fd-11ef-a6a0-e7fd755f0228.html 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: The Delaware River’s salt line is moving | Morning Newsletter 
https://www.inquirer.com/newsletters/morning/how-the-drought-is-impacting-the-delaware-river-
water-levels-and-salt-front-20241120.html 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Delaware River water levels at 60% as salt front increases amid drought 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/delaware-river-basin-commission-salt-front-drought-
20241119.html 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: It really is going to rain in Philly Wednesday night, forecasters say, and snowflakes 
are even possible Friday 
https://www.inquirer.com/weather/philadelphia-weather-forecast-rain-snow-drought-20241119.html 
 
The Mercury: ‘Heaviest rain in months’ may be next for Berks, as another dry times record set 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2024/11/19/heaviest-rain-in-months-may-be-next-for-berks-as-another-
dry-times-record-set/ 
 
WHYY: Delaware River basin managers could take conservation efforts if drought worsens 
https://whyy.org/articles/delaware-river-basin-managers-conservation-efforts-drought/ 
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Miscellaneous 
 
Reading Eagle: Plans for warehouses along Route 222 in southern Berks get final approval 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2024/11/20/plans-for-warehouses-along-route-222-in-southern-berks-
get-final-approval/ 
 
Reading Eagle: Berks Nature hoping for positive aftereffects of Neversink Mountain fire 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2024/11/19/berks-nature-hoping-for-positive-aftereffects-of-neversink-
mountain-fire/ 
 
Lebtown.com: Planned use of nearly 63-acre Bethel Township farmland remains uncertain 
https://lebtown.com/2024/11/18/planned-use-of-nearly-63-acre-bethel-township-farmland-remains-
uncertain/ 
 
CBS21: Massive warehouse project proposed in 3 Dauphin County communities 
https://local21news.com/news/local/massive-warehouse-project-proposed-in-three-dauphin-county-
municipalities# 
 
WFMZ: 'Pretty unprecedented': Met-Ed taking preemptive steps during drought, wildfire threat 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/pretty-unprecedented-met-ed-taking-preemptive-steps-
during-drought-wildfire-threat/article_80ec80fa-a6b6-11ef-9b47-47ba602465e5.html 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Environmental impact meetings planned for proposed Route 219 project 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/environmental-impact-meetings-planned-for-proposed-route-219-
project/article_3f97a66c-a5c5-11ef-97d1-2bb6efe96219.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Avison Young marketing Styropek chemical plant property for sale ahead of 
2025 closing 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/11/19/styropek-chemical-avison-young-beaver-
valley.html 
 
Post-Gazette: A new life? Styropek seeks buyer for Monaca plant that it's closing in January 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/development/2024/11/18/styropek-monaca-manufacturing-
plant-avison-young-sale-beaver-county/stories/202411180079 
 
My ChesCo: Governor Shapiro Accelerates Pennsylvania’s Economic Growth with New Fast Track 
Initiative 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/governor-shapiro-accelerates-pennsylvanias-
economic-growth-with-new-fast-track-initiative/ 
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