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Top DEP Stories 
 
Post-Gazette: Editorial: Shapiro's new permitting system gives a green light to economic development 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2024/11/22/shapiro-fast-track-economic-
development-permitting/stories/202411220037 
 
Tribune-Review: Filling the void: major mine subsidence project set for Belle Vernon area 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/filling-the-void-major-mine-subsidence-project-set-for-belle-
vernon-area/ 
 
Law 360: Pa. DEP Seeks OK For $1.3 CERCLA Deal At Chemical Site 
https://www.law360.com/articles/2262135/pa-dep-seeks-ok-for-1-3m-cercla-deal-at-chemical-site 
 
Clearfield Progress-News: Shapiro Administration reduces DEP permit backlog 
https://www.theprogressnews.com/news/state/shapiro-administration-reduces-dep-permit-
backlog/article_2a0a6816-a827-11ef-9c53-8baf96fff0d1.html 
 
SpotlightPA: Penn State will pay more than $564K after investigation into drinking water contaminated 
with ‘forever chemicals’ 
https://www.spotlightpa.org/statecollege/2024/11/penn-state-pfas-state-college-airport-forever-
chemicals-pennsylvania-department-environmental-protection-water-contamination/ 
 
Centre Daily Times: Penn State will pay more than $564K after investigation into drinking water 
contaminated with ‘forever chemicals’ 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/education/penn-
state/article296010134.html#campaignName=statecollege_morning_newsletter 
 
WPSU: Penn State will pay more than $564K after investigation into drinking water contaminated with 
‘forever chemicals’ 
https://radio.wpsu.org/2024-11-23/penn-state-pay-more-564k-after-investigation-drinking-water-
contaminated-forever-chemicals 
 
PennLive: Penn State will pay more than $564K after investigation into drinking water contaminated 
with ‘forever chemicals’ 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2024/11/penn-state-will-pay-more-than-564k-after-investigation-
into-contaminated-drinking-water.html 
 
 
Mentions 
 
WJAC: 6 News Investigates: Fears over asbestos in Brockway water; expert weighs in 
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https://wjactv.com/news/local/6-news-investigates-fears-over-asbestos-brockway-water-expert-
weighs-in-pennsylvania-jefferson-county-investigation-drinking-residents-doctor-dep# 
 
Post-Gazette: Residents describe harrowing moment they got caught under rubble in Clairton apartment 
explosion 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/south/2024/11/22/clairton-century-townhomes-
explosion/stories/202411220061 
 
Public News Service: Advocates: PA's climate progress threatened by 2nd Trump presidency 
https://www.publicnewsservice.org/2024-11-25/environment/advocates-pas-climate-progress-
threatened-by-2nd-trump-presidency/a93743-1 
 
Post-Gazette: Exxon and Hilcorp settle environmental violations with millions in fines and promised air 
quality benefits 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2024/11/21/exxon-hilcorp-environmental-
violations-pennsylvania-fracking/stories/202411210135 
 
Penn State News: Q&A: How do roads and bridges contribute to pollution, and what can be done? 
https://www.psu.edu/news/engineering/story/qa-how-do-roads-and-bridges-contribute-pollution-and-
what-can-be-done 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: DEP: Celotex site can be used for more than solar 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/dep-celotex-site-can-be-used-for-more-than-solar/article_d6b68ae4-
a8c8-11ef-bada-bfe8e20a6cff.html 
 
 
Home Explosion 
 
KDKA: Explosion in Clairton displaces 8 people, destroys 2 apartments 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/clairton-house-explosion-apartments-destroyed-gas-
company/ 
 
WTAE: Residents smelled gas prior to explosion at Allegheny County apartment 
https://www.wtae.com/article/4-people-displaced-by-explosion-in-clairton/62984268 
 
WPXI: Apartment explodes in Clairton, residents smelled gas odor beforehand 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/apartment-explodes-clairton/55VYNWN6EJBTVPIFFXYY3EQR5Q/ 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Decoding Trump’s climate priorities — or lack thereof 
https://www.inquirer.com/opinion/commentary/trump-energy-climate-change-cop29-baku-
20241125.html 
 
AP: A proposed deal on climate cash at UN summit highlights split between rich and poor nations 
https://apnews.com/article/united-nations-cop29-climate-change-talks-baku-fossil-fuels-
c0c88a55939837b6898df5cfbc640cfb 
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AP: A $300B a year deal for climate cash at UN summit sparks outrage for some and hope for others 
https://apnews.com/article/united-nations-climate-talks-baku-azerbaijan-finance-
8ab629945660ee97d58cdbef10136f35 
 
WESA: With talks teetering, climate negotiators struck a controversial $300 billion deal 
https://www.wesa.fm/national-international-news/2024-11-23/with-talks-teetering-climate-
negotiators-struck-a-controversial-300-billion-deal 
 
The Guardian: Cop29 agrees $1.3tn climate finance deal but campaigners brand it a ‘betrayal’ 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/nov/23/cop29-agrees-13tn-climate-finance-deal-but-
campaigners-brand-it-a-betrayal 
 
Bloomberg: COP29 Ends With Deal on Climate Finance After Bitter Fight 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-11-23/cop29-reached-a-hard-won-deal-on-climate-
finance-no-one-s-happy-about-it?srnd=phx-green 
 
The Guardian: Huge election year worldwide sees weakening commitment to act on climate crisis 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/nov/23/election-climate-change-far-right 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
The Mercury: $1.6 million in state grants will help SE Pennsylvania parks 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2024/11/23/1-6-million-in-state-grants-will-help-se-pennsylvania-parks/ 
 
WHYY: This iconic trolley bridge in Fairmount Park is getting restored 
https://whyy.org/articles/fairmount-park-trolley-bridge-restoration/ 
 
Times Herald: Eastern Box Turtles in Wissahickon Valley Park: a unique and threatened animal 
https://www.timesherald.com/2024/11/23/eastern-box-turtles-in-wissahickon-valley-park-a-unique-
and-threatened-animal/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Rothrock trail initiative gets state grant for project’s second phase 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-rothrock-trail-initiative-outdoor-recreation/ 
 
Allegheny Front: New conservation plan aims to protect endangered Pa. bats from habitat loss 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-endangered-bats-white-nose-syndrome-habitat-loss-
conservation/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Report: Coal-based steelmaking causes hundreds of premature deaths and billions in 
health costs nationwide 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/report-coal-based-steelmaking-causes-hundreds-of-premature-deaths-
and-billions-in-health-costs-nationwide/ 
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Drought 
 
The Mercury: 3 days’ rainfall helpful in Berks but drought warning still in effect 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2024/11/23/3-days-rainfall-helpful-in-berks/ 
 
Pennlive: Record dryness in US Northeast is warning to region to change water behavior, experts say 
https://www.pennlive.com/weather/2024/11/record-dryness-in-us-northeast-is-warning-to-region-to-
change-water-behavior-experts-say.html 
 
abc27: Drought impacting Christmas trees in Pennsylvania 
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/drought-impacting-christmas-trees-in-pennsylvania/ 
 
AP: Record dryness in US Northeast should change water behavior, experts say 
https://apnews.com/article/drought-new-york-water-conservation-new-jersey-
121d29c25df168fa5b9d3d74add27d7c 
 
Post-Gazette: Despite the drought, the Christmas tree crop and prices are holding steady in 
Pennsylvania 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/holidays/2024/11/23/drought-pa-christmas-
trees/stories/202411240088 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Columbia County lifts its burn ban 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/112224/page/5/story/columbia-county-lifts-its-burn-ban 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Township burn bans active 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/112324/page/3/story/township-burn-bans-active 
 
 
Energy 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Environmental groups urge Biden to keep block on LNG projects 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/11/21/lng-export-pause-environmental-groups-
biden.html 
 
Reuters: Exclusive: Trump prepares wide-ranging energy plan to boost gas exports, oil drilling, sources 
say 
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/trump-prepares-wide-ranging-energy-plan-boost-gas-
exports-oil-drilling-sources-2024-11-25/ 
 
E&E News: What Trump’s Treasury pick means for clean energy tax credits 
https://www.eenews.net/articles/what-trumps-treasury-pick-means-for-clean-energy-tax-credits/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Columbia Gas, West Penn Power get smaller rate increases from PUC 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/11/21/columbia-gas-first-energy-west-penn-
power.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Eaton rolls out new energy-storage battery system 
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https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/11/21/eaton-rolls-out-new-energy-storage-
battery-system.html 
 
Tribune-Review: PUC OKs smaller West Penn Power, Columbia Gas rate hikes 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/puc-oks-smaller-west-penn-power-columbia-gas-rate-hikes/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Gas and electric bills for southwestern Pennsylvania customers set to rise with utility 
settlements 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2024/11/21/gas-electric-bills-rates-columbia-
west-penn-firstenergy-puc/stories/202411210109 
 
Utility Dive: Trump has threatened energy efficiency, weatherization programs. What happens now? 
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/energy-efficiency-appliance-standards-trump-administration-doe-
aceee/733396 
 
Reuters: Gauging the likely Trump effect on US energy & power sectors 
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/gauging-likely-trump-effect-us-energy-power-sectors-
maguire-2024-11-22/ 
 
Reuters: US natgas producers chase AI-driven surge in power demand to weather low prices 
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/us-natgas-producers-chase-ai-driven-surge-
power-demand-weather-low-prices-2024-11-21/ 
 
Sayre Morning-Times: Bradford County Planning Commission seeks SALDO update for data centers 
https://www.morning-times.com/news/article_80be5b22-a92b-11ef-a562-f3129d10648a.html 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Talen: Energy future bright 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/112424/page/1/story/talen-energy-future-bright 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Morning Call: West Rock Hill supervisors demand answers following Adelphia compressor station gas 
leak 
https://www.mcall.com/2024/11/24/west-rockhill-supervisors-demand-answers-following-adelphia-
compressor-station-gas-leak/ 
 
Landsdale Reporter: West Rockhill Supervisors demand answers following Adelphia compressor station 
gas leak 
https://www.thereporteronline.com/2024/11/24/west-rockhill-supervisors-demand-answers-following-
adelphia-compressor-station-gas-leak/ 
 
PublicSource: EQT’s ‘bulldog’ has D.C. in his grip, with profits — and maybe higher gas bills — on the 
horizon 
https://www.publicsource.org/eqt-toby-rice-natural-gas-pipelines-exports-dave-mccormick-donald-
trump/ 
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Pittsburgh Business Times: Range Resources commits to long-term renewal of regional HQ at 
Southpointe 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/11/21/range-resources-southpointe-marcellus-
shale.html 
 
Reuters: Blackstone to buy pipeline stakes from EQT for $3.5 billion 
https://www.reuters.com/markets/deals/eqt-blackstone-form-joint-venture-2024-11-25/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: EQT to form $3.5 billion joint venture for Mountain Valley Pipeline 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/11/25/eqt-blackstone-joint-venture.html 
 
Allegheny Front: Fairmont residents press agencies on blast at W.V. fracking waste site 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/fairmont-blast-fracking-waste/ 
 
Politico: The Trump team’s plan to resuscitate a dead oil project 
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/11/20/trump-keystone-oil-pipeline-00190603 
 
Economist: Donald Trump’s gas war is about to begin 
https://www.economist.com/finance-and-economics/2024/11/21/donald-trumps-gas-war-is-about-to-
begin 
 
Wall Street Journal: Trump’s Oil and Gas Donors Don’t Really Want to ‘Drill, Baby, Drill’ 
https://www.wsj.com/business/energy-oil/trump-oil-gas-policy-drilling-donors-
3438e99e?mod=hp_lead_pos4 
 
 
PFAS 
 
WTAE: Pentagon seeking to incinerate 'forever chemicals' at plant on Ohio River 
https://www.wtae.com/article/pfas-forever-chemicals-east-liverpool-ohio/62978938 
 
 
Vector Management 
 
Tribune-Review: Lisa Jarvis: Bird flu is about to crash flu season. It could get ugly 
https://triblive.com/opinion/lisa-jarvis-bird-flu-is-about-to-crash-flu-season-it-could-get-ugly/ 
 
 
Waste 
 
MyChesCo: RMP Global Launches Recycled Plastic Noise Walls in North America 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/business/rmp-global-launches-recycled-plastic-noise-walls-in-
north-america/ 
 
El Sol: Learn about the Thanksgiving Trash and Recycling Program! 
https://elsolnewsmedia.com/recoleccion-basura-accion-gracias/ 
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Tribune-Review: 'Like the Wild West': Spike in dumping at Agan Park prompts Springdale to pursue 
stricter rules 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/like-the-wild-west-spike-in-dumping-at-agan-park-
prompts-springdale-to-pursue-stricter-rules/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Adriana E. Ramírez: A better answer for Pittsburgh’s trash 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/adriana-e-ramirez/2024/11/23/ramirez-trash-pittsburgh-
violations-fines-quality-of-life/stories/202411240068 
 
 
Water 
 
WHYY: Crews work to repair water main break in Northern Liberties 
https://whyy.org/articles/northern-liberties-philadelphia-water-main-break/ 
 
Delaware Currents: Divers explore nearly 50-year-old train wreck in the Delaware River 
https://delawarecurrents.org/2024/11/25/delaware-river-train/ 
 
Pennlive: Penn State will pay more than $564K after investigation into contaminated drinking water 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2024/11/penn-state-will-pay-more-than-564k-after-investigation-
into-contaminated-drinking-water.html 
 
Altoona Mirror: Cleanup to cost PSU $564K 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2024/11/cleanup-to-cost-psu-564k/ 
 
Pennlive: Boil water advisory for part of Dauphin County lifted 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2024/11/boil-water-advisory-for-part-of-dauphin-county-lifted.html 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: DTMA ‘Passes Through’ Rate Increase 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/dtma-passing-through-rate-
increase/article_1f995e0a-a859-11ef-868f-db5bffee5849.html 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Some water lines will be replaced in Charleroi 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2024/11/23/some-water-lines-will-be-replaced-in-charleroi/ 
 
WESA: Removing a beloved Sewickley dam, for safety and fish 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-11-23/dam-removal-safety-fish-allegheny-county 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Delco Times: Middletown looking at proposed Baltimore Pike warehouse 
https://www.delcotimes.com/2024/11/25/middletown-looking-at-proposed-baltimore-pike-
warehouse/ 
 
WFMZ: Neversink Mountain fire extinguished 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/neversink-mountain-fire-extinguished/article_2d82fa58-
a98a-11ef-a9b6-1f73beb03409.html 
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WTAE: Car crashes over hill, into creek in Wilkins Township 
https://www.wtae.com/article/wilkins-township-crash-hill-creek/63007033 
 
WTAE: 'Rare' November tornado confirmed in Pittsburgh's Highland Park area, National Weather Service 
says 
https://www.wtae.com/article/tornado-pittsburghs-highland-park-national-weather-service/63000606 
 
WPXI: Car goes over hill, into creek in Wilkins Township 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/car-goes-over-hill-into-creek-wilkins-
township/T6MXBVLZA5D3NJ32BSC7RJLP5U/ 
 
Allegheny Front: So beautiful but so terrible: Philly exhibit traces the ecology of fashion 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/philadelphia-academy-natural-sciences-drexel-fast-fashion-exhibit/ 
 
Inside Climate News: Environmental Activists Are Alarmed by Trump’s Picks to Run the EPA, the 
Department of Energy and the Department of the Interior 
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/23112024/environmental-activists-alarmed-by-trump-cabinet-
picks/ 
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