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Top DEP Stories 
 
WPXI: Several local counties receive $218.8M in grants, loans for water projects 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/43m-loan-awarded-shaler-township-sewage-system-
maintenance/OBSZSVM5AZF7RITPFATARCCWPI/?tbref=hp 
 
Tribune-Review: Morning Roundup: CMU officer injured during Trump motorcade; Code Orange Air 
Quality Day issued 
https://triblive.com/local/morning-roundup-cmu-officer-injured-during-trump-motorcade-code-orange-
air-quality-day-issued/ 
 
WPXI: Monday declared Code Orange Air Quality Action Day for parts of Allegheny County 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/monday-declared-code-orange-air-quality-action-day-parts-
allegheny-county/UTNQSG4GVVEEXPM42GXGHUMP3I/ 
 
WPXI: Air Pollution watch issued for Mon Valley, DEP declares code orange air-quality 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/air-pollution-watch-issued-mon-valley-dep-declares-code-orange-
air-quality/AJLCY2NKIBA2TBL5AZ2XZ26IYU/ 
 
Record-Argus: DEP seeks feedback on new programs to help lower utility bills, reduce pollution 
https://www.recordargusnews.com/community/dep-seeks-feedback-on-new-programs-to-help-lower-
utility-bills-reduce-pollution/article_a2662eee-8b08-11ef-b58a-fbb6b22c4146.html 
 
WJET-TV: About $170K awarded to fund water quality improvements in Waterford Township 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/about-170k-awarded-to-fund-water-quality-
improvements-in-waterford-township/ 
 
 
Mentions 
 
The Guardian: ‘I’m not voting for either’: fracking’s return stirs fury in Pennsylvania town whose water 
turned toxic 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/oct/21/fracking-dimock-pennsylvania-trump-kamala-
harris 
 
The Derrick: Drones take to the skies in search of abandoned oil and gas wells in Clarion County 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/drones-take-to-the-skies-in-search-of-abandoned-oil-
and-gas-wells-in-clarion/article_7ac1e80e-8d5d-11ef-85ba-af6706eb0654.html 
 
PA Environment Digest: Reclaimed Abandoned Coal Mine Land In Clinton County Dedicated In Memory 
Of Joe Schueck, DEP Hydrologist With PA's Abandoned Mine Reclamation Program 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=61610&SubjectID= 
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Lancaster Farming: State funds Snyder County upgrades to water, waste systems 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/state-funds-snyder-county-upgrades-to-water-waste-
systems/article_392e42ee-07f6-540b-93b7-703536b6f848.html 
 
Morning Ag Clips: New Plans in Works for Cleaner Streams in Lancaster & Centre Counties 
https://www.morningagclips.com/new-plans-in-works-for-cleaner-streams-in-lancaster-centre-
counties/ 
 
PA Environment Digest: Evangelical Environmental Network Delivers Over 36,000 Comments From Pro-
Life Christians To Gov. Shapiro, DEP In Support Of Strong Oil & Gas Industry Methane Emission Controls 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=61620&SubjectID= 
 
PA Environment Digest: Susquehanna River Basin Conditions Trigger Low-Flow Water Use Restrictions At 
9 Shale Gas Water Withdrawals In Bradford, Susquehanna, Tioga Counties 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=61618&SubjectID= 
 
 
East Palestine Train Derailment 
 
Pittsburgh Union Progress: Musicians, activists will gather Friday to help people affected by toxic train 
disaster 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2024/10/21/musicians-activists-will-gather-friday-to-help-people-
affected-by-toxic-train-disaster/ 
 
 
Air 
 
Tribune-Review: Firefighters use foam to snuff out persistent smoke from hay bales in Hempfield 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/firefighters-use-foam-to-snuff-out-persistent-smoke-from-hay-
bales-in-hempfield/ 
 
KDKA: Westmoreland County barn fire still smoldering days later 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/westmoreland-county-barn-fire-smoldering/ 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
The Guardian: New York officials call for big oil to be prosecuted for fueling climate disasters 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/oct/17/new-york-big-oil-fueling-climate-disasters 
 
AP: Helene and Milton are both likely to be $50 billion disasters, joining ranks of most costly storms 
https://apnews.com/article/helene-milton-hurricanes-climate-development-damage-costly-
82c1d5df81c76fa08e035bf7c6db3a37 
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Conservation and Recreation 
 
Post-Gazette: Volunteer braves the occasional sting to commune with bees at the Pittsburgh Botanic 
Garden 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/goodness/2024/10/18/bees-honey-pittsburgh-botanic-garden-
beekeeping-collier-fayette/stories/202410140046 
 
Post-Gazette: Volunteers transform an urban lot into a pollinator garden in Swissvale 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/goodness/2024/10/18/swissvale-pollinator-garden-humane-action-
pittsburgh/stories/202410180003 
 
AP: Pressure grows for countries to deliver on promised biodiversity targets at UN conference 
https://apnews.com/article/biodiversity-conference-united-nations-climate-cop16-colombia-
31f5daa588d04881faef639d99cc2f62 
 
Allegheny Front: Pittsburgh urban farmers get a nearly $900K boost from USDA 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pittsburgh-urban-farmers-usda-federal-funds/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Pittsburgh is one of 10 cities chosen for USDA urban farming grants 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2024/10/18/pittsburgh-usda-urban-farming-
grant/stories/202410160087 
 
Allegheny Front: Color-correcting viewfinders installed at 9 Pa. state parks for colorblind visitors 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-color-correcting-viewfinders-state-parks-colorblind/ 
 
Next Pittsburgh: Chatham University and Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy partner to enhance Shadyside 
campus arboretum 
https://nextpittsburgh.com/environment/chatham-university-and-pittsburgh-parks-conservancy-
partner-to-enhance-shadyside-campus-arboretum/ 
 
Observer-Reporter: ‘Milestone moment’: Montour Trail closes last gap 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/community/2024/oct/19/milestone-moment-montour-trail-closes-
last-gap/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Sustainability focus of spruced-up courtyard at middle school in Lower Burrell 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/sustainability-focus-of-spruced-up-courtyard-at-middle-
school-in-lower-burrell/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Sand blasting saves historic Tredway Trail landmark from graffiti; charges filed 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/sand-blasting-saves-historic-tredway-trail-landmark-
from-graffiti-charges-filed/ 
 
Times Observer: Collaboration plants field for pollinators 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2024/10/collaboration-plants-field-for-pollinators/ 
 
Times Observer: US Forest Service Fish Habitat Improvement Project On Allegheny Reservoir 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2024/10/fish-habitat-improvement-sought/ 
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Daily Local: Judge rules against Upper Pottsgrove open space grab; Building a municipal complex on 
Smola Farm would violate Open Space Act, ruling says 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2024/10/19/judge-rules-against-upper-pottsgrove-open-space-grab/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Longwood Gardens, famous for its plants and classical fountains, adds modern 
architecture to the mix 
https://www.inquirer.com/real-estate/commercial/longwood-gardens-reimagined-expansion-
construction-20241019.html 
 
My ChesCo: Giant Bears Await: Pennsylvania’s Thrilling Hunt Promises Monumental Harvests This 
Season! 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/giant-bears-await-pennsylvanias-thrilling-hunt-
promises-monumental-harvests-this-season/ 
 
69 News: 'Crazy number of mums' in bloom at Schwenksville business 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/southeastern-pa/crazy-number-of-mums-in-bloom-at-
schwenksville-business/article_ca405ab2-8d9b-11ef-9e35-0f559a1a2767.html 
 
69 News: Whitewater release into Tohickon Creek canceled due to low water levels in Lake Nockamixon 
Whitewater release into Tohickon Creek canceled due to low water levels in Lake Nockamixon | Upper-
bucks-county | wfmz.com 
 
Lancaster Farming: Pennsylvania Celebrates $3.4 Million in Conservation Funding 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/country-life/outdoors/pennsylvania-celebrates-3-4-million-in-
conservation-funding/article_3e3388f6-8c87-11ef-b43e-c3f5816a744f.html 
 
Lancaster Online: If you canoe on the Susquehanna River in winter, you'd better be careful 
https://lancasteronline.com/opinion/columnists/if-you-canoe-on-the-susquehanna-river-in-winter-
youd-better-be-careful-column/article_330bc5fc-8cc7-11ef-a773-67f8141d52eb.html 
 
Lancaster Farming: Farm Preservation About More Than Land 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/news/farm-preservation-about-more-than-
land/article_1cf7c6ae-8d57-11ef-a8eb-9fd17b115ab6.html 
 
Lewistown Sentinel: Phase two of Juniata River Trail completed 
https://www.lewistownsentinel.com/news/local-news/2024/10/phase-two-of-juniata-river-trail-
completed/ 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Hiker suggests trail walking for students 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/hiker-suggests-trail-walking-for-
students/article_1d6ed090-8bbe-11ef-a09c-8f4494a2c819.html 
 
Centre Daily Times: Opening of Whitehall Road Regional Park delayed again due to outside ‘mistakes’ 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/article293999244.html#campaignName=statecoll
ege_morning_newsletter 
 
Centre Daily Times: Afield: Fall is the most popular time to visit PA’s Kinzua Skywalk. It will soon close for 
repairs 
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https://www.centredaily.com/news/state/pennsylvania/article294162649.html#campaignName=statec
ollege_morning_newsletter 
 
PA Environment Digest: DCNR, Fish & Boat Commission, Partners Plant Stream Buffer In Snyder County 
To Combat Flooding, Improve Water Quality 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=61635&SubjectID= 
 
 
Drought 
 
69 News: Parts of our area in 'moderate drought,' report says 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/pennsylvania/parts-of-our-area-in-moderate-drought-report-
says/article_b3be3458-8cc4-11ef-8bc5-07fcd096340e.html 
 
Altoona Mirror: Pumped up: Dry growing season spurs pumpkin farmers to rely on irrigation 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2024/10/pumped-up-dry-growing-season-spurs-
pumpkin-farmers-to-rely-on-irrigation/ 
 
 
Energy 
 
The Almanac: Peters Township council takes action to curb ‘electric motorcycle’ use 
https://www.thealmanac.net/news/2024/oct/16/peters-township-council-takes-action-to-curb-electric-
motorcycle-use-2/ 
 
Daily Courier: Fayette fields solar panel questions 
https://www.dailycourier.com/news/fayette-fields-solar-panel-questions/article_f302bfba-8cc6-11ef-
9eb4-97b2ada3d584.html 
  
Observer-Reporter: Fayette County Zoning Board nixes request for Georges Township solar farm 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2024/oct/18/fayette-county-zoning-board-nixes-
request-for-georges-township-solar-farm/ 
 
KDKA: Proposed Fayette County solar farm legislation divides residents 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/proposed-fayette-county-solar-farm-legislation/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Biden-era solar program for lower-income homeowners could be ‘in jeopardy’ under a 
Trump administration 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/solar-low-income-households-tax-credits/ 
 
Herald-Standard: Fayette commissioners hold a public hearing on solar farm ordinance 
https://www.heraldstandard.com/editors_pick/2024/oct/18/fayette-commissioners-hold-a-public-
hearing-on-solar-farm-ordinance/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Pitt installs first solar panels on dorm rooftop 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/education/2024/10/18/university-pittsburgh-solar-panels-ruskin-
dormitory/stories/202410170107 
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Inside Climate News: Appalachian Hydrogen Hub Plan Struggles Amid Economic Worries, Study Says 
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/18102024/appalachian-hydrogen-hub-plan-struggles/ 
 
Times News: Schuylkill to consider solar amendment 
https://www.tnonline.com/20241019/schuylkill-to-consider-solar-amendment/ 
 
The Derrick: Experts warn of potential disaster following SCOTUS carbon ruling 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/experts-warn-of-potential-disaster-following-scotus-
carbon-ruling/article_95ba9ca0-8dc6-11ef-8be7-fb862b681f76.html 
 
WICU-TV: Erie County Solar Co-Op Hosts Tour 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/51642182/erie-county-solar-coop-hosts-tours 
 
DV Journal: Energy Experts Warn of Potential Disaster as SCOTUS Allows EPA Carbon Rules to Continue 
https://delawarevalleyjournal.com/energy-experts-warn-of-potential-disaster-as-scotus-allows-epa-
carbon-rules-to-continue/ 
 
Lancaster Online: Trump presidency and Project 2025 could imperil Lancaster County’s gains in clean 
energy 
https://lancasteronline.com/opinion/columnists/trump-presidency-and-project-2025-could-imperil-
lancaster-county-s-gains-in-clean-energy-column/article_cd5cde4a-8c89-11ef-92c3-eb31ed6f48f9.html 
 
Central Penn Business Journal: USDA partnering with Pa. small businesses to create jobs, lower energy 
costs 
https://www.cpbj.com/usda-partnering-with-small-businesses-to-create-jobs-lower-energy-costs/ 
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Delaware Currents: Upper Delaware River hazmat drill reveals shortcomings in responses 
https://delawarecurrents.org/2024/10/21/upper-delaware-hazmat/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Williamsport ballpark project moving forward 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2024/10/williamsport-ballpark-project-moving-forward/ 
 
 
Mining 
 
Allegheny Front: Pa. didn’t plan for the end of coal. This community is trying to find a way forward. 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/homer-city-indiana-county-coal-plant-closure-recreation/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Coal community groups ask Harris and Trump for continued funding 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-coal-communities-inflation-reduction-act-investments/ 
 
Post-Gazette: A partial victory for some Consol retirees, but an uncertain path for others who lost health 
care coverage 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2024/10/21/consol-murray-coal-retirement-
unions/stories/202410200066 
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Oil and Gas 
 
Tube City Almanac: Poll: PA Voters Support Fracking Regulations 
http://almanac.tubecityonline.com/almanac/?e=3589 
 
Tribune-Review: Vance laments high prices, promotes drilling in Pittsburgh visit 
https://triblive.com/news/politics-election/vance-to-speak-in-pittsburgh-today/ 
 
Observer-Reporter: OP-ED: Why politicians want you to pay more for natural gas 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/opinion/op-eds/2024/oct/17/op-ed-why-politicians-want-you-to-
pay-more-for-natural-gas/ 
 
PA Environment Digest: Saint Vincent College Study Finds Counties With Shale Gas Fracking Wells Using 
Chemicals That Target Certain Hormones Have Greater Incidence Of Pre-Term Births, Low Birth Weights 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=61612&SubjectID= 
 
 
Waste 
 
WESA: Proposed Pittsburgh 'Quality of Life' bill would increase garbage enforcement 
https://www.wesa.fm/politics-government/2024-10-16/pittsburgh-garbage-enforcement-bill-fines 
 
Levittown Now: Concerns Raised Over Proposed Wastewater Treatment Plant Near Core Creek Park 
https://levittownnow.com/2024/10/18/concerns-raised-over-proposed-wastewater-treatment-plant-
near-core-creek-park/ 
 
 
Water 
 
Tribune-Review: MAWC recovers over $826K in stolen funds, upgrades cybersecurity efforts 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/mawc-recovers-over-880k-in-stolen-funds-upgrades-
cybersecurity-efforts/ 
 
Mon Valley Independent: MAWC recovers over $880K in stolen funds, upgrades cybersecurity efforts 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2024/10/17/mawc-recovers-over-880k-in-stolen-funds-
upgrades-cybersecurity-efforts/ 
 
WPXI: Massive water main break shuts down busy road in South Fayette Township 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/massive-water-main-break-shuts-down-busy-road-south-fayette-
township/UP6ZGEEI3JD63HTY3P7C4HBBKE/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Plum mobile home park owner continuing fight to expand facility in a flood zone 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/plum-mobile-home-park-owner-continuing-fight-to-
expand-facility-in-a-flood-zone/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Garbage hauling will cost West Deer residents 34% more next year 
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https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/garbage-hauling-will-cost-west-deer-residents-34-more-
next-year/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Alle-Kiski towns to upgrade water, sewer facilities thanks to state funding 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/alle-kiski-towns-to-upgrade-water-sewer-facilities-
thanks-to-state-funding/ 
 
Scranton Times: Dickson City begins work to stabilize Price Creek  banks and minimize risk of disastrous 
flood 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/dickson-city-begins-work-to-stabilize-price-creek-banks-
minimize-risk-of-disastrous-flood/article_d547482c-8bdd-11ef-89a9-df7ceca36f44.html 
 
LehighValleyNews.com: The power of partnership: officials celebrate Bushkill Creek Dam removals 
https://www.lehighvalleynews.com/environment-science/a-wonderful-example-of-the-power-of-
partnerships-officials-celebrate-bushkill-creek-dam-removals 
 
The Derrick: Aqua will run 6 more Rhodes systems 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/aqua-will-run-6-more-rhodes-systems/article_942fc2a6-
8d6d-11ef-8f3e-3fa0b55d9e53.html 
 
WICU-TV: Western PA Conservancy Awarded $169,000 Grant To Improve Trout Run Watershed In Erie 
County 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/51626830/western-pennsylvania-conservancy-awarded-
dollar169k-in-grant-money-to-improve-watershed-water-quality 
 
WHYY: What you need to know if you have lead pipes 
https://whyy.org/articles/lead-pipe-detection-replacement-explainer/ 
 
Lancaster Online: $20M PennVEST-financed project would include replacing aging water pipes in West 
Donegal 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/20m-pennvest-financed-project-would-include-replacing-
aging-water-pipes-in-west-donegal/article_38901ce2-8bd4-11ef-830a-b782da133c27.html 
 
Lewistown Sentinel: Wastewater plant upgrades underway 
https://www.lewistownsentinel.com/news/local-news/2024/10/wastewater-plant-upgrades-underway/ 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Huntingdon water, sewer rates to increase 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/huntingdon-water-sewer-rates-to-
increase/article_ed558aec-8cb8-11ef-b3db-6b7378922198.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Mapleton prioritizing infrastructure for repair 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/mapleton-prioritizing-infrastructure-for-
repair/article_b17dbad4-8b1a-11ef-a438-03dc044eb8ef.html 
 
Shamokin News-Item: SCRA directors hoping to increase capacity, membership in 2025 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/scra-directors-hoping-to-increase-capacity-membership-in-
2025/article_21a81928-8d9e-11ef-8c54-778e4f31fa3f.html 
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Penn State News: Invasive flathead catfish impacting Susquehanna’s food chain, researchers find 
https://www.psu.edu/news/research/story/invasive-flathead-catfish-impacting-susquehannas-food-
chain-researchers-find 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Appalachian Regional Commission awards $18.5M to organizations across 
Pennsylvania 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/10/16/arc-awards-18m.html 
 
The Allegheny Front: The Allegheny Front receives national grant for filling critical gap in local news 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/allegheny-front-press-forward-national-grant/ 
 
Allegheny Front: New book looks at winners and losers in Pennsylvania environmental history 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-conservation-environmental-history-allen-dieterich-
ward/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Pennsylvania to receive $43 million in federal funds to remove lead paint from homes 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-federal-funds-lead-paint-removal/ 
 
Pittsburgh Union Progress: East Busway could reopen Friday after placement of concrete barriers to 
protect from landslides 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2024/10/18/east-busway-could-reopen-friday-after-placement-of-
concrete-barriers-to-protect-from-landslides/ 
 
WESA: New book looks at winners and losers in Pennsylvania environmental history 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-10-19/pennsylvania-conservation-environmental-
history-allen-dieterich-ward 
 
Pittsburgh City Paper: Just how dangerous are Pittsburgh’s rail bridges? No one knows — yet 
https://www.pghcitypaper.com/news/pittsburgh-officials-introduce-new-legislation-to-address-
crumbling-rail-bridges-26873233 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Klaber's Viewpoint: Hoping to reign in spurious regulations 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/10/18/klabers-viewpoint-reign-in-regulations.html 
 
Pittsburgh Union Progress: Penn Hills expects to fix slide under Old William Penn Highway next year 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2024/10/21/penn-hills-expects-to-fix-slide-under-old-william-penn-
highway-next-year/ 
 
Inside Climate News: In the Fight to Decide the Fate of US Steel, Climate and Public Health Take a 
Backseat to Politics 
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/29092024/us-steel-sale-climate-public-health-politics/ 
 
Philly Burbs: Here's what closed Peddler's Village restaurants on a busy Sunday 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/local/2024/10/20/peddlers-village-restaurants-closed-due-to-
4-alarm-barn-fire-solebury-greenhill-road-bucks-county 
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Lancaster Online: Pa. didn’t plan for the end of coal. This community is trying to find a way forward. 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/pa-didn-t-plan-for-the-end-of-coal-this-community-is-trying-
to-find/article_2a397094-8d5f-11ef-b91b-d3aa13af3097.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Two jailed after second mink release as investigation continues 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/update-two-jailed-after-second-mink-release-as-investigation-
continues/article_7c5ba1b0-8e1a-11ef-bf19-6f9d947578af.html 
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