
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – 
Colleen Connolly; SERO – Stephanie Berardi; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Lauren Camarda). If Central 
Office staff (and others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at kedeibert@pa.gov  
 
 
Top DEP Stories 
 
The Derrick: Priority to plug old wells deepens for DEP 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/priority-to-plug-old-wells-deepens-for-
dep/article_7ec48404-92f6-11ef-8f61-531ed742724b.html 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Times Leader: Legislative round up: DEP reduces permit backlog by 67% under Governor Shapiro 
https://www.timesleader.com/news/1671501/legislative-roundup-dep-has-reduced-permit-backlog-by-
67-under-gov-shapiro 
 
Bradford Era: ‘No help from any quarter’ 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/no-help-from-any-quarter/article_e98a8f82-9322-11ef-b834-
0b6395484e63.html 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Greater Johnstown Water Authority prepares for lead pipe overhaul as final federal 
rule on lead-free America issued 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/greater-johnstown-water-authority-prepares-for-lead-pipe-overhaul-
as-final-federal-rule-on-lead/article_a8e555f0-908b-11ef-89fc-2baf951d70f2.html 
 
Tribune-Democrat: North Fork Dam upgrades close to construction, but hit another delay 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/north-fork-dam-upgrades-close-to-construction-but-hit-another-
delay/article_81772346-9238-11ef-bacb-8b49e6b6cefc.html 
 
 
Air 
 
Times News: Lack of rainfall brings burn bans 
https://www.tnonline.com/20241025/lack-of-rainfall-brings-burn-bans/ 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
WESA: Pretty much everywhere, it’s gonna be wet: Pittsburgh-area planners prep for climate future 
https://www.wesa.fm/development-transportation/2024-10-25/pittsburgh-landslides-flooding-
insurance 
 
Allegheny Front: Trump has derided Biden’s landmark climate programs. Would he ditch hydrogen? 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/trump-climate-change-hydrogen-elections/ 
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Post-Gazette: The true cost of climate change 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2024/10/27/reader-letters-energy-prices-climate-
change/stories/202410270125 
 
Bloomberg: Climate Activism Is No Longer a Young Person’s Game 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2024-10-26/baby-boomers-are-the-new-frontlines-of-
climate-activism 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
MyChesCo: New Safety Rules and Access Boosts: Key Takeaways from PFBC’s Quarterly Meeting 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/new-safety-rules-and-access-boosts-key-takeaways-
from-pfbcs-quarterly-meeting/ 
 
WHYY: Staving off the horde: Is your beloved tree a zombie? Local arborists say check on it 
https://whyy.org/articles/what-is-a-zombie-tree-sick-dying/ 
 
Bucks County Herald: More land preserved along Solebury's Phillips Mill Road 
https://www.buckscountyherald.com/news/more-land-preserved-along-soleburys-phillips-mill-
road/article_bc50b6c4-930c-11ef-8a21-777393752e5b.html 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Historic Elizabeth sets Nov. 9 tree-planting 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2024/10/28/historic-elizabeth-sets-nov-9-tree-planting/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Spotted lanternfly reports in Allegheny County plummeted 90% in 2024 — but they're not 
done yet 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2024/10/26/spotted-lanternflies-plummet-90-allegheny-
county/stories/202410230120 
 
Post-Gazette: 'Thrill-seeking' poachers get jail time, have hunting licenses revoked for killing 21 deer in 
Washington County 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/crime-courts/2024/10/25/poachers-jail-fines-kill-21-deer-
washington-county/stories/202410250075 
 
Renovo Record: DCNR Urges Caution to Prevent Wildfires Amid Increased Risk Due to Dry Conditions 
https://therecord-online.com/site/archives/117824 
 
 
Drought 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Philly matches a 125-year-old record for dryness, and the rainless streak continues 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/dryness-record-october-philadelphia-halloween-weather-
20241028.html 
 
MyChesCo: Wildfire Alert: Pennsylvania on High Alert as Dry Spell Sparks Emergency Burning Ban! 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/wildfire-alert-pennsylvania-on-high-alert-as-dry-
spell-sparks-emergency-burning-ban/ 
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Energy 
 
WESA: Change will simplify applications for utility assistance in Pennsylvania 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-10-28/change-simplify-applications-utility-assistance-
pennsylvania 
 
WESA: Nobody is using $2.6B in Pa. tax credits. Gov. Shapiro wants rewrite to boost electricity 
production 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-10-24/pennsylvania-tax-credits-electricity-production 
 
Next Pittsburgh: Pennsylvania’s renewable energy growth is ‘abysmal’ for the second year in a row 
https://nextpittsburgh.com/environment/pennsylvanias-renewable-energy-growth-is-abysmal-for-the-
second-year-in-a-row/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Driver beware: It's deer-collision season, and Allegheny County leads the state in crashes 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2024/10/28/allegheny-county-pittsburgh-deer-
crashes/stories/202410250115 
 
WITF/StateImpact: Three Mile Island owner lays out reopening timeline in public hearing 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2024/10/25/three-mile-island-owner-lays-out-reopening-
timeline-in-public-hearing/ 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: School board moves forward with survey for solar proposal 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/102824/page/8/story/school-board-moves-forward-with-
survey-for-solar-proposal 
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Autoneum planning plot shift; wants to downsize by selling buildings 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/102524/page/1/story/autoneum-planning-plot-shift 
 
 
Mining 
 
Observer-Reporter: Coal use diminishing 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/editors_pick/2024/oct/26/coal-use-diminishing/ 
 
S&P Global: US ELECTIONS: Race for presidency has no time for old 'King Coal' 
https://www.spglobal.com/commodityinsights/en/market-insights/latest-news/electric-power/102524-
us-elections-race-for-presidency-has-no-time-for-old-king-coal 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Delco Times: Slo-mo decline in average gas price continues in Philly market 
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https://www.delcotimes.com/2024/10/28/slo-mo-decline-in-average-gas-price-continues-in-philly-
market/ 
 
Observer-Reporter: LETTER: Natural gas series should be required reading 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/opinion/letters/2024/oct/25/letter-natural-gas-series-should-be-
required-reading/ 
 
Reuters: Exclusive: Blackstone in talks to buy US pipeline stakes from EQT for $3.5 billion, sources say 
https://www.reuters.com/markets/deals/blackstone-talks-buy-us-pipeline-stakes-eqt-35-billion-
sources-say-2024-10-25/ 
 
Inside Climate News: How Fracking Technology Could Drive a Clean-Energy Boom 
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/26102024/fracking-technology-geothermal-energy/ 
 
 
Radiation Protection 
 
WESA: Nuclear boosters, skeptics eyeing Three Mile Island restart 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-10-28/nuclear-boosters-skeptics-three-mile-island-
restart 
 
 
Waste 
 
Newtown Now: Newtown looking to build waste water treatment facility 
https://www.thereporteronline.com/2024/10/27/newtown-looking-to-build-waste-water-treatment-
facility/ 
 
KDKA: Drug takeback event in Washington County highlights National Prescription Drug Takeback Day 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/drug-takeback-event-washington-county-national-
prescription-drug-takeback-day/ 
 
 
Water 
 
Republican Herald: Schuylkill Haven issues voluntary water conservation notice 
https://www.republicanherald.com/2024/10/24/schuylkill-haven-issues-voluntary-water-conservation-
notice/ 
 
Erie Times: Opinion: Biden-Harris infrastructure law delivers jobs, safe, lead-free water to Erie 
https://www.goerie.com/story/opinion/columns/2024/10/25/infrastructure-law-jobs-safe-drinking-
water-lead-erie-usw-union-manufacturing-pipes-harris-biden/75836393007/?tbref=hp 
 
MyChesCo: H2O Connected Unveils LeakAlertor Wireless PRO with Predictive AI for Enhanced Water 
Management 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/business/products-services/h2o-connected-unveils-leakalertor-
wireless-pro-with-predictive-ai-for-enhanced-water-management/ 
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Environmental Health News: Op-ed: Wetland protections remain bogged down in mystery 
https://www.ehn.org/us-wetland-protection-2669457386.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Elizabethtown residents may see water rate increase with $20M pipe project 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/elizabethtown-residents-may-see-water-rate-increase-with-
20m-pipe-project/article_66773ae6-9534-11ef-9779-b3671825597f.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Nissley Road stormwater project in East Hempfield Twp. $400,000 higher than 
expected 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/nissley-road-stormwater-project-in-east-hempfield-twp-
400-000-higher-than-expected/article_fa6890c8-9530-11ef-97ac-67bd57839d70.html 
 
WTAJ: Blair County volunteers plant trees to prevent river pollution 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/blair-county-volunteers-plant-trees-to-prevent-river-pollution/ 
 
WFMZ: RAWA working to eliminate all lead pipes from residential homes 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/reading-area/rawa-working-to-eliminate-all-lead-pipes-from-
residential-homes/article_03aa767c-9385-11ef-ac7e-eb8dd150ca08.html 
 
WFMZ: RAWA working to make sure no dangerous pipes remain in city 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/reading-area/rawa-working-to-make-sure-no-dangerous-
pipes-remain-in-city/article_4fe30a56-9333-11ef-8263-0b686a122b2e.html 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Users say water bills swelled; utility reported ‘cyber-security incident’ 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/102524/page/1/story/users-say-water-bills-swelled 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
My ChesCo: Revolutionary Shake-Up in Chester County: AgConnect’s Bold Move to Transform 
Agriculture Forever! 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/business/strategic-combinations/revolutionary-shake-up-in-
chester-county-agconnects-bold-move-to-transform-agriculture-forever/ 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Fayette County brush fire draws large response 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2024/10/28/fayette-county-brush-fire-draws-large-response/ 
 
Observer-Reporter: Firefighters from 5 counties battle Fayette County brush fire 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2024/oct/27/firefighters-from-5-counties-battle-
fayette-county-brush-fire/ 
 
Observer-Reporter: Area communities receive state LSA grants 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2024/oct/24/area-communities-receive-state-
lsa-grants/ 
 
Tribune-Review: 206-year-old bridge a sight to see for visitors to depleted Yough River Lake 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/206-year-old-bridge-a-sight-to-see-for-visitors-to-depleted-yough-
river-lake/ 
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Post-Gazette: Vote green 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2024/10/23/reader-letters-green-party-presidential-
election/stories/202410230002 
 
Lancaster Online: Firefighters contain Monday morning 4-acre woods fire in Martic Township 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/firefighters-contain-monday-morning-4-acre-woods-fire-in-
martic-township/article_bc78dcda-9523-11ef-baea-070ad8a80794.html 
 
abc27: Crews battle large woods fire in Lancaster County 
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/lancaster/crews-battle-large-woods-fire-in-lancaster-county/ 
 
FOX43: Adams County township enacts ban on open burning until further notice 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/adams-county/open-burn-ban-oxford-township-adams-
county-pennsylvania/521-d4c804b9-f4e6-4833-bdfc-3fa7e8cf6c16 
 
WTAJ: Blair County township announces burn ban 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/blair-county-township-announces-burn-ban/ 
 
WFMZ: Brush fire in Richmond Township starts in corn field, spread through dry conditions 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/brush-fire-in-richmond-township-starts-in-corn-field-spread-
through-dry-conditions/article_b09c1d7e-9400-11ef-88c4-478ca8e6f5a1.html 
 
York Dispatch: Warehouse developer gets extension from Dover Township supervisors, again 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2024/10/25/warehouse-developer-gets-extension-
from-dover-township-again/75826989007/ 
 
Lebtown.com: Lebanon County Commissioners order a 30-day open burn ban, beginning Sunday 
https://lebtown.com/2024/10/25/lebanon-county-commissioners-order-a-30-day-open-burn-ban-
beginning-sunday/ 
 
Shamokin News-Item: CSVT southern section continues progress in Snyder County 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/csvt-southern-section-continues-progress-in-snyder-
county/article_ff2ca17a-93fb-11ef-8fd9-5f9686ae4f60.html 
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