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Top DEP Stories 
 
PA County News (Page 24): Working Together for a Sustainable Pennsylvania (Column by Secretary 
Shirley) 
https://online.anyflip.com/utzf/bscc/mobile/index.html  
 
Penn Capital-Star: The specter of ‘forever chemicals’ looms over Pa.’s rural communities 
https://penncapital-star.com/energy-environment/the-specter-of-forever-chemicals-looms-over-pa-s-
rural-communities/ 
 
 
Mentions 
 
TribLive: ‘Pure insanity’: West Deer grapples with Bitcoin mining company’s pollution and erratic coal 
trucks 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/pure-insanity-west-deer-grapples-with-bitcoin-mining-
companys-pollution-and-erratic-coal-trucks/ 
 
Pennlive: Steelton warehouse project kicks up noxious fumes, anger from residents 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2026/10/steelton-warehouse-project-kicks-up-noxious-fumes-anger-
from-residents.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Weigh in now on air quality plan for Lancaster city data center's second phase 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/weigh-in-now-on-air-quality-plan-for-lancaster-city-data-
centers-second-phase/article_1936048d-2651-4fac-ace9-f38f8287d625.html 
 
The Derrick: Scrubgrass plant in violation; DEP issues notice to KEEL Infrastructure in regard to coal ash 
pile 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/scrubgrass-plant-in-violation-dep-issues-notice-to-keel-
infrastructure-in-regard-to-coal-ash/article_26098135-d5e8-4115-9132-c5ea50f84826.html 
 
WICU-TV: Tidioute Boil Water Advisory Remains in Effect  
https://www.erienewsnow.com/news/tidioute-boil-water-advisory-remains-in-effect/article_dd323194-
aab8-4131-978c-a685b8c17c34.html 
 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation: Gov. Shapiro Proclamation Marks Chesapeake Bay Foundation’s 40 Years in 
Pennsylvania 
https://www.cbf.org/news/gov-shapiro-proclamation-marks-chesapeake-bay-foundations-40-years-in-
pennsylvania/  
 
PA Environment Digest: DEP - Day 873: Contaminated Water Still Leaking From Stonehaven Energy 
Conventional Oil & Gas Well Storage Tank In Clearfield County 
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https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2026/10/dep-day-873-contaminated-water-still.html  
 
 
Air 
 
KYW: States and cities sue over Trump's EPA eliminating rule that limits emissions from power plants 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/politics/epa-power-plants-trump-coal-gas-climate-
d8ab79989f8b021d79c58105d23ee461 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
TribLive: Audubon Society to ramp up birding programs for all ages 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/audubon-society-to-ramp-up-birding-programs-for-all-
ages/ 
 
WOLF56: Trout restocking expected to start in October across Pennsylvania lakes, streams 
https://fox56.com/news/local/trout-restocking-expected-to-start-in-october-across-pennsylvania-lakes-
streams-pa-pennsylvania-fish-and-boat-commission-anglers-ice-fishing-fall-winter 
 
Reading Eagle: Improved Schuylkill River Water Trail access point opens in Berks 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2026/10/01/improved-schuylkill-river-water-trail-access-point-opens-
in-berks/ 
 
WFMZ: Schuylkill River Greenways launches 'Reeser's Landing' 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/reading-area/schuylkill-river-greenways-launches-reeser-s-
landing/article_a023f34d-bf85-450d-afad-40b87f93511b.html 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: ‘Better public safety’: State plans destruction of Alvira bunkers, revegetate to 
habitat standards 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/10/better-public-safety-state-plans-destruction-of-
alvira-bunkers/  
 
PA Environment Digest: USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Increasing Funding For 
Regenerative Pilot Program To Pay For On-Farm Conservation Systems 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2026/09/usda-natural-resources-conservation.html  
 
 
Data Centers 
 
Daily American: Public hearing allowed residents to voice concerns about data centers 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/local/2026/10/01/somerset-county-pa-residents-ask-how-
will-data-centers-change-landscape-and-at-what-cost/92009593007/ 
 
TribLive: Data center bill falls short in Senate as lawmakers take final votes before midterms 
https://triblive.com/news/world/republicans-tee-up-bill-on-data-centers-for-one-of-the-final-votes-
before-the-midterms/ 
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Scranton Times: Essential Energy, Stop Archbald Data Centers continue power plant debate 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/09/30/essential-energy-stop-archbald-data-centers-continue-
power-plant-debate/ 
 
WOLF56: Kline Twp. Supervisors approve Amazon data center proposal & conditions 
https://fox56.com/news/local/kline-twp-supervisors-approve-amazon-data-center-proposal-conditions 
 
Standard Speaker: Judge rules Sugarloaf Logistics can advance data center litigation 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/09/30/judge-rules-sugarloaf-logistics-can-advance-data-
center-litigation/ 
 
WNEP: Kline Township supervisors vote to approve Amazon data center project in Schuylkill County 
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/schuylkill-county/kline-township-supervisors-vote-approve-
amazon-data-center-project-schuylkill-county/523-00294d11-75b7-40e2-a9b4-cca61b84c2a8 
 
Times Leader: Bear Creek Twp. sets special meeting to decide whether or not to expand industrial zone 
https://www.timesleader.com/news/1761229/bear-creek-twp-sets-special-meeting-to-decide-whether-
or-not-to-expand-industrial-zone 
 
Altoona Mirror: Taylor Township plans meeting on proposed data center 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2026/09/taylor-township-plans-meeting-on-
proposed-data-center/ 
 
ABC27: Bill to ban NDAs between data center developers, municipalities unanimously passes committee 
https://www.abc27.com/pa-data-centers/bill-to-ban-ndas-between-data-center-developers-
municipalities-unanimously-passes-committee/ 
 
Sharon Herald: Data center proposed in Lawrence County 
https://www.sharonherald.com/news/local_news/data-center-proposed-in-lawrence-
county/article_cb9927cf-d17f-5fb7-86f3-4b2f63aab61e.html 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Panel asks public to be open-minded about benefits of data centers 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/09/panel-asks-public-to-be-open-minded-about-
benefits-of-data-centers/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Energy remains big variable for data center viabilit 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/09/energy-remains-big-variable-for-data-center-
viability/  
 
Levittown Now: PA House Panel Moves Forward Data Center Costs, Utility Profits Proposals 
https://levittownnow.com/2026/10/01/pa-house-panel-moves-forward-data-center-costs-utility-
profits-proposals/#google_vignette 
 
 
Energy 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Nearly 1,000 Duquesne Light workers walk off the job after contract talks 
collapse 
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https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/10/01/duquesne-light-workers-strike.html 
 
KDKA: Duquesne Light union workers go on strike after failed contract negotiations 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/duquesne-light-union-workers-will-strike-at-midnight-
wednesday/ 
 
WTAE: Duquesne Light Company and union fail to reach agreement, strike begins 
https://www.wtae.com/article/duquesne-light-company-union-strike-ibew-local-29/73969050 
 
TribLive: Duquesne Light tells customers utility is ‘maintaining normal operations’ despite strike 
https://triblive.com/business/duquesne-light-tells-customers-utility-is-maintaining-normal-operations-
despite-strike/ 
 
TribLive: Second Harvest solar array powering good in Sharpsburg 
https://triblive.com/local/fox-chapel/second-harvest-solar-array-powering-good-in-sharpsburg/ 
 
My Chesco.com: House Passes Otten Bill to Add Public-Interest Test for PUC 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/government/house-passes-otten-bill-to-add-public-interest-test-
for-puc/#google_vignette 
 
 
Vector Management 
 
Chambersburg Public Opinion: Pennsylvania accuses Idaho company of spotted lanternfly permit scam 
https://www.publicopiniononline.com/story/news/local/pennsylvania/2026/10/01/idaho-company-
accused-of-spotted-lanternfly-permit-scam-in-pa/92026763007/ 
 
CBS21: Man sued for allegedly selling fake spotted lanternfly permits to Pennsylvania businesses 
https://local21news.com/news/local/man-sued-for-allegedly-selling-fake-spotted-lanternfly-permits-to-
pennsylvania-businesses-invasive-species-pa-department-of-agriculture-attorney-general-office-lawsuit-
civil-criminal-penalties 
 
Warren Times: Attorney General’s office files lawsuit against Idaho spotted lanternfly business 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2026/10/attorney-generals-office-files-lawsuit-
against-idaho-spotted-lanternfly-business/ 
 
 
Waste 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Rep. Flick, Mamoth partner to host e-recycling event 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/rep-flick-mamoth-partner-to-host-e-recycling-
event/article_238914a1-ae1c-405d-93e1-e7ee96554cc5.html  
 
 
Water 
 
WJPA: Water Main Break In North Franklin Township’ 
https://wjpa.com/news-archive/water-main-break-in-north-franklin-township/ 
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WFMZ: Study finds microplastics throughout Delaware River watershed, including Lehigh River 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/poconos-coal/carbon-county/study-finds-microplastics-throughout-
delaware-river-watershed-including-lehigh-river/article_b6d31e48-5611-4a8c-8232-
22939156212d.html#tncms-source=More-from-newsroom-(right-column) 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Fetterman secures $1.4M for Williamsport Municipal Water Authority tank 
replacement 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/09/fetterman-secures-1-4m-for-williamsport-
municipal-water-authority-tank-replacement/  
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Fetterman announces $1.44M for Williamsport water tank replacement project 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/fetterman-announces-1-44m-for-williamsport-water-tank-
replacement-project/article_60afb86a-80b1-43ce-b8e1-59389d16bb7e.html  
 
Penn Capital Star: Native American tribes wanted to join the Chesapeake Bay partnership. Not anymore. 
https://penncapital-star.com/2026/09/29/repub/native-american-tribes-wanted-to-join-the-
chesapeake-bay-partnership-not-anymore/?utm_source=newsletters.penncapital-
star.com&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=pa-rolls-out-sexual-assault-evidence-tracking-
system&_bhlid=9b674f59ebbac381e5ee19c7aafd99f8064e95b7  
 
WHYY: Microplastics found in waterways throughout the Philly region; environmentalists call for plastics 
crackdown 
https://whyy.org/articles/microplastics-philadelphia-delaware-river-watershed/ 
 
The Reporter Online: North Wales Water Authority celebrates 75 years providing clean water to 
thousands 
https://www.thereporteronline.com/2026/10/01/north-wales-water-authority-celebrates-75-years-
providing-clean-water-to-thousands/ 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: 'No one should have to go through this:’ Local business owners persevere after home 
floods 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/no-one-should-have-to-go-through-this-local-business-
owners-persevere-after-home-floods/article_bbfd8375-e245-4797-9003-f0fe3b115daa.html 
 
Observer-Reporter: ‘It could get ugly’: Farmers face higher costs as price of diesel skyrockets 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local_news/2026/oct/01/it-could-get-ugly-farmers-face-
higher-costs-as-price-of-diesel-skyrockets/ 
 
WJAC: 'Farm to stay:' Financial losses for small Pa farmers prompt rise in agrotourism 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/continued-losses-for-small-pennsylvania-farmers-prompt-growing-
trend-of-agrotourism 
 
Republican Herald: Groundbreaking ceremony held for Starbucks, Texas Roadhouse in North Manheim 
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Fox29: Philadelphia Water Department says it will begin to repair massive Mayfair sinkhole 
https://www.fox29.com/news/philadelphia-water-department-says-will-begin-repair-massive-mayfair-
sinkhole 
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