
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – Patti 
Monahan; SERO – Robyn Briggs; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and 
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Dam project leads to changes in fishing rules for Sullivan County lake 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/10/dam-project-leads-to-changes-in-fishing-rules-
for-sullivan-county-lake/  
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Gas prices prompted rate increase at landfill, Lyco Commissioners say 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/10/gas-prices-prompted-rate-increase-lycoming-
county-commissioners-say/  
 
 
Air 
 
Allegheny Front: Air permit meeting for new hot strip mill in Braddock gets heated 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/us-steel-mon-valley-edgar-thomson-hot-mill-permit-hearing/ 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
WHYY: Philadelphia is a rest stop for thousands of migrating birds. Can it stay that way? 
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-bird-migration-season-atlantic-flyway/ 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Bucknell botanist says climate change is stretching fall foliage season 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/bucknell-botanist-says-climate-change-is-stretching-fall-foliage-
season/article_44368301-663a-440e-8a0d-7d54dd046c26.html  
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: DCNR marks 1 billion board feet of sustainably harvested timber in Potter County 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/dcnr-marks-1-billion-board-feet-of-timber-in-potter-
county/article_f3482ec0-4de8-4abb-aed0-5629e90a3571.html  
 
NorthcentralPA.com: New state grants fund local parks, trails, and rivers 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/new-state-grants-fund-local-parks-trails-and-
rivers/article_5ae58ab3-6e7c-48ad-b3cf-e83c7705098e.html  
 
Lehighvalleylive: Late October wildlife: Hummingbird holdouts, caterpillars and bears | Lehigh Valley 
Nature Watch 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/outdoors/2026/10/late-october-wildlife-hummingbird-holdouts-
caterpillars-and-bears-lehigh-valley-nature-watch.html 
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Republican Herald: From roadside rescue to release: A barred owl’s return to the wild 
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/10/18/from-roadside-rescue-to-release-a-barred-owls-return-
to-the-wild/ 
 
Bradford Era: Kinzua Bridge programs focus on bats, pollinators 
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/10/17/kinzua-bridge-programs-focus-bats-pollinators/ 
 
 
Data Centers 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Governor wants in on rate case against PPL to change utility's approach to data 
center service 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/local_news/governor-wants-in-on-rate-case-against-ppl-to-change-
utilitys-approach-to-data-center/article_ce839858-6ec8-58c0-9583-1a79d6ac5e8f.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Sicoli's Viewpoint: Pittsburgh’s data center boom could be a connectivity 
windfall for the region 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/10/16/sicoli-viewpoint-data-center-boom.html 
 
Allegheny Front: FERC denies plan that would shield energy customers from data center demand to 
avoid blackouts 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/ferc-denies-plan-that-would-shield-energy-customers-from-data-
center-demand-to-avoid-blackouts/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Residents urge Allegheny County to reject Springdale data center based on noise, 
pollution 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/residents-urge-allegheny-county-to-reject-springdale-data-center-
based-on-noise-pollution/ 
 
TribLive: North Huntingdon considers data center regulations 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/north-huntingdon-considers-data-center-regulations/ 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: How Chesco residents are organizing to fend off — or change — housing and 
data center development 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/chester-county-development-opposition-20261019.html 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Muncy Township solicitor predicts no data center in the next ten years 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/business/muncy-township-solicitor-predicts-no-data-center-in-the-
next-10-years/article_bac9b4b9-b026-482c-8f8a-3e0b9cec8041.html  
 
NorthcentralPA.com: PA PUC proposes curtailing some data centers first when power is tight 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/pa-puc-proposes-curtailing-some-data-centers-first-when-
power-is-tight/article_24031199-7154-4ad4-ba81-b420efe0295f.html  
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Solicitor assures residents data center legal battle could go on for years 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/10/solicitor-assures-residents-data-center-legal-
battle-could-go-on-for-years/  
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Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Muncy Township’s updated data center ordinance now online for public 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/10/muncy-townships-updated-data-center-
ordinance-now-online-for-publics-perusal/  
 
Indiana Gazette: US is reviving shuttered nuclear plants to meet growing electricity demand and to 
power data centers 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/us-is-reviving-shuttered-nuclear-plants-to-meet-growing-
electricity-demand-and-to-power-data/article_68ba4698-efbb-5857-87b8-dbe5b7e34d79.html 
 
Sharon Herald: Governor wants in on rate case against PPL to change utility's approach to data center 
service 
https://www.sharonherald.com/cnhi_network/governor-wants-in-on-rate-case-against-ppl-to-change-
utilitys-approach-to-data-center/article_f28df94a-23f9-5836-b3a4-e972d5ff2533.html 
 
 
Energy 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: What best serves electric consumers? FirstEnergy’s case raises the question 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2026/10/18/firstenergy-pa-power-switch-
electric-bill/stories/202610180049 
 
WESA: Pa. study aims to identify retired power plant sites that can be reactivated 
https://www.wesanews.org/environment-energy/2026-10-19/study-retired-power-plants-reactivate 
 
WHYY: U.S. is reviving shuttered nuclear plants to meet growing electricity demand and to power data 
centers 
https://whyy.org/articles/united-states-nuclear-plants-reopening-three-mile-island-electricity-data-
centers/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Study searches for power plants to be reactivated, looks at Lock Haven 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/business/2026/10/study-searches-for-power-plants-to-be-
reactivated-looks-at-lock-haven/  
 
 
PFAS 
 
Philadelphia Voice: 'Forever chemicals' are in nearly all waterways in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, 
report shows 
https://www.phillyvoice.com/forever-chemicals-philly-rivers-pennsylvania-new-jersey/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Senator right to pursue limits on firefighting foam (Editorial) 
https://www.sungazette.com/opinion/editorials/2026/10/senator-right-to-pursue-limits-on-firefighting-
foam/  
 
 
Water 
 
Phys.org: How do combined sewer overflows affect water quality in Philadelphia? 

https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/10/muncy-townships-updated-data-center-ordinance-now-online-for-publics-perusal/
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/10/muncy-townships-updated-data-center-ordinance-now-online-for-publics-perusal/
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/us-is-reviving-shuttered-nuclear-plants-to-meet-growing-electricity-demand-and-to-power-data/article_68ba4698-efbb-5857-87b8-dbe5b7e34d79.html
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/us-is-reviving-shuttered-nuclear-plants-to-meet-growing-electricity-demand-and-to-power-data/article_68ba4698-efbb-5857-87b8-dbe5b7e34d79.html
https://www.sharonherald.com/cnhi_network/governor-wants-in-on-rate-case-against-ppl-to-change-utilitys-approach-to-data-center/article_f28df94a-23f9-5836-b3a4-e972d5ff2533.html
https://www.sharonherald.com/cnhi_network/governor-wants-in-on-rate-case-against-ppl-to-change-utilitys-approach-to-data-center/article_f28df94a-23f9-5836-b3a4-e972d5ff2533.html
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2026/10/18/firstenergy-pa-power-switch-electric-bill/stories/202610180049
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2026/10/18/firstenergy-pa-power-switch-electric-bill/stories/202610180049
https://www.wesanews.org/environment-energy/2026-10-19/study-retired-power-plants-reactivate
https://whyy.org/articles/united-states-nuclear-plants-reopening-three-mile-island-electricity-data-centers/
https://whyy.org/articles/united-states-nuclear-plants-reopening-three-mile-island-electricity-data-centers/
https://www.sungazette.com/news/business/2026/10/study-searches-for-power-plants-to-be-reactivated-looks-at-lock-haven/
https://www.sungazette.com/news/business/2026/10/study-searches-for-power-plants-to-be-reactivated-looks-at-lock-haven/
https://www.phillyvoice.com/forever-chemicals-philly-rivers-pennsylvania-new-jersey/
https://www.sungazette.com/opinion/editorials/2026/10/senator-right-to-pursue-limits-on-firefighting-foam/
https://www.sungazette.com/opinion/editorials/2026/10/senator-right-to-pursue-limits-on-firefighting-foam/


https://phys.org/news/2026-10-combined-sewer-affect-quality-philadelphia.html#google_vignette 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Water main break shuts down portion of Northway Road in Loyalsock Twp. 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/2026/10/water-main-break-shuts-down-portion-of-northway-road-
in-loyalsock-township/  
 
WBRE: Hundreds of fish found dead in ditch near lake 
https://www.2822news.com/top-news/hundreds-of-fish-found-dead-in-ditch-near-lake/ 
 
The Derrick: Foxburg forced to increase its debt obligation; $3.3M needed for update to water system 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/foxburg-forced-to-increase-its-debt-obligation-3-3m-
needed-for-update-to-water-system/article_a5059176-8f12-4b4d-a981-9ec6d4590727.html 
 
WICU-TV: Regional Science Consortium Researching Harmful Algal Blooms 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/news/regional-science-consortium-researching-harmful-algal-
blooms/article_6d07349a-771e-447d-aad0-09c89b3f66c9.html 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
WESA: Pennsylvania’s Whole Home Repairs program was a success — and a national model. What 
happened to it? 
https://www.wesanews.org/politics-government/2026-10-19/whole-home-repair-program-model 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Pa. gets its first agricultural plan as farmers face land loss, rising costs, and 
labor shortages 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/pennsylvania-agricultural-plan-farmers-20261016.html 
 
My Chesco.com: Shapiro Sets 10-Year Plan to Reshape Pennsylvania Agriculture 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/shapiro-sets-10-year-plan-to-reshape-pennsylvania-
agriculture/#google_vignette 
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