
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – 
Colleen Connolly; SERO – Stephanie Berardi; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Lauren Camarda). If Central 
Office staff (and others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at kedeibert@pa.gov  
 
 
Top DEP Stories 
 
Times Observer: State’s $100,000+ cost to plug orphan wells ‘outrageously enormous’ 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2024/09/states-100000-cost-to-plug-orphan-wells-
outrageously-enormous/ 
 
 
Mentions 
 
CoalRegionCanary.com: Natural Soil Products receives Notice of Violation by DEP 
https://coalregioncanary.com/2024/09/13/natural-soil-products-notice-of-violation-solid-waste-
management-act-pennsylvania-dep/ 
 
Post-Gazette: What's the health risk of abandoned and orphan oil and gas wells? Pa. regulators want to 
know 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2024/09/13/health-risk-abandoned-orphan-
wells-dep/stories/202409130023 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
WESA: The PA Flax Project wants to use a ‘climate-positive’ plant to transform the fashion industry 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-09-15/pa-flax-project-fashion-industry 
 
Allegheny Front: Here’s what Harris and Trump said about climate change in Tuesday’s debate 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/presidential-debate-trump-harris-climate-change-fracking/ 
 
Politico: Big steelmaker weighs abandoning $500M Biden climate grant 
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/09/13/steelmaker-biden-climate-grant-00179145 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Bradford Era: MOUNT JEWETT: Skywalk will remain open for leaf peeping 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/mount-jewett-skywalk-will-remain-open-for-leaf-
peeping/article_267fd554-7213-11ef-9f5e-bfab018e77cc.html 
 
Butler Eagle: Wildlife rehabilitation centers needed in Pennsylvania 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20240916/wildlife-rehabilitation-centers-needed-in-pennsylvania/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Nonprofit preserves family land in Susquehanna County for future generations to enjoy 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/susquehanna-county-pecks-preserve-countryside-conservancy/  
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Observer-Reporter: Greens bring Green$ 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/local_news/2024/sep/15/greens-bring-green/ 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Patrick Starr | Trails are transportation 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/editorials/columns/patrick-starr-trails-are-
transportation/article_15ce4372-706e-11ef-bb85-a314d2c6df69.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Greensburg approves plan to improve infrastructure for walking, cycling 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/greensburg-approves-plan-to-improve-infrastructure-for-
walking-cycling/ 
 
Pittsburgh Union Progress: Parks Conservancy adds new fall programs for all age groups to nurture love 
of nature 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2024/09/16/parks-conservancy-adds-new-fall-programs-for-all-age-
groups-to-nurture-love-of-nature/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Construction to begin for 1-mile Leechburg bike trail 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/construction-to-begin-for-1-mile-leechburg-bike-trail/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Unity supervisors give solicitor 'clean slate' to address ATV use, reject resident's 
proposal 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/unity-supervisors-give-solicitor-clean-slate-to-address-atv-use-
reject-residents-proposal/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Just three floating classroom programs left for this year 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/outdoors/2024/09/just-3-floating-classroom-programs-for-this-
year/ 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Danville marks grand opening of Canal Park 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/091324/page/3/story/danville-marks-grand-opening-of-
canal-park 
 
Centre Daily Times: Afield: Fall hunting seasons have started in PA. Here are dates, changes to know for 
2024 
https://www.centredaily.com/sports/outdoors/article292411524.html#campaignName=statecollege_m
orning_newsletter 
 
 
Drought 
 
Tribune-Review: Drought conditions hit Pittsburgh after spell of warm, dry weather 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/drought-conditions-hit-pittsburgh-after-spell-of-warm-dry-weather/ 
 
 
Energy 
 
Bradford Era: Public school solar grants readied 
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https://www.bradfordera.com/news/public-school-solar-grants-readied/article_a367b5e4-7396-11ef-
9973-9fba5e3501bb.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: PUC approves Peoples' lower-than-requested rate increase 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/09/12/puc-approves-lower-than-requested-rate-
increase.html 
 
Post-Gazette: 'Good bones': A new life for the former Bruce Mansfield coal plant could mean that it 
stays put 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2024/09/15/bruce-mansfield-shippingport-
energy-coal-plant/stories/202409150086 
 
Utility Dive: Rising power prices increase credit risk for utilities: Moody’s 
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/electricity-prices-utility-regulatory-risk-moodys-inflation-
eia/726936/ 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Talen buys properties; $5.8M spent on neighboring land to create ‘buffer’ 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/091524/page/1/story/talen-buys-properties 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Delco Times:  Gas price average continues down in Philly market and ‘outlook is bright’ for it to continue 
https://www.delcotimes.com/2024/09/16/gas-price-average-continues-down-in-philly-market-and-
outlook-is-bright-for-it-to-continue/ 
 
WESA: Pa. gas drilling slowed in spring 2024, prices expected to rise this winter 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-09-16/pa-gas-drilling-prices-2024  
 
Post-Gazette: 7 issues that could decide the Pa. vote in the 7 weeks before Election Day 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/election-2024/2024/09/15/harris-trump-pennsylvania-fracking-
abortion-us-steel/stories/202409130085 
 
AP: Harris supported the Green New Deal. Now, she’s promoting domestic oil drilling 
https://apnews.com/article/harris-fracking-energy-climate-trump-election-debate-
1b86dfb4297facd0b89c487724a9e5b0 
 
Bloomberg: AI Boom is Driving a Surprise Resurgence of US Gas-Fired Power 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-09-16/us-natural-gas-power-plants-just-keep-coming-
to-meet-ai-ev-electricity-demand 
 
AP: Federal judge temporarily blocks Biden administration rule to limit flaring of gas at oil wells 
https://apnews.com/article/methane-leaks-limits-royalties-biden-climate-change-
bcfa1a62411613c98fe715ce4f01902a 
 
PA Environment Digest: Susquehanna River Basin Conditions Trigger Low-Flow Water Use Restrictions At 
7 Shale Gas Water Withdrawals In Bradford, Susquehanna, Tioga Counties 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=61429&SubjectID= 
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Vector Management 
 
Bradford Era: Mosquito spraying set in McKean County 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/mosquito-spraying-set-in-mckean-county/article_118655dc-71ec-
11ef-bded-3bf42cecc98e.html 
 
WHYY: Invasive box tree moth spotted in Western Pa. — what to know about the threat it poses and 
how to control it 
https://whyy.org/articles/invasive-both-tree-moth-western-pennsylvania-penn-state-usda/ 
 
 
Waste 
 
York Dispatch: Waste hauling company executive bound for trial in corporate theft case 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/crime/2024/09/13/waste-hauling-company-executive-
bound-for-trial-in-corporate-theft-case/75207313007/. 
 
Lebtown.com: Amount of waste sent to landfill decreased slightly in August 
https://lebtown.com/2024/09/16/waste-sent-to-landfill-decreased-in-august/ 
 
 
Water 
 
WJET-TV: Boil water advisory lifted for Harborcreek neighborhood 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/harborcreek-neighborhood-under-boil-water-advisory/ 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Water, sewer hike planned for Mapleton 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/water-sewer-hike-planned-for-
mapleton/article_e915f10a-71d9-11ef-ac06-e7d2998c9710.html 
 
Daily Local: Chester police want possibility of privatized water assets 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2024/09/15/chester-police-want-possibility-of-privatized-water-assets/ 
 
WHYY: Schoolyards in Philly will get rain gardens thanks to a federal grant 
https://whyy.org/articles/rain-gardens-philadelphia-schools-nature-conservancy/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Letter to the editor | Clean-up water for school children 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/editorials/readers_forum/letter-to-the-editor-clean-up-water-for-
school-children/article_79475732-71da-11ef-bcd5-5fea79bd82bf.html 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Lebtown.com: Public input sought for Fort Indiantown Gap environmental cleanup advisory board 
https://lebtown.com/2024/09/15/public-input-sought-for-fort-indiantown-gap-environmental-cleanup-
advisory-board/ 
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WPXI: Brush fire destroys multiple acres of land, vehicle in Rostraver Township 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/brush-fire-destroys-multiple-acres-land-vehicle-rostraver-
township/CXDUDTUZVBF2BCAUCSGM2JGHTE/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: “Wet, winter whirlwind” predicted by Farmer’s Almanac 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2024/09/wet-winter-whirlwind-predicted-by-farmers-
almanac-2/ 
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