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Top DEP Stories 
 
Bradford Era: Innovative project to identify orphan, abandoned wells; open house Thursday in 
Smethport 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/innovative-project-to-identify-orphan-abandoned-wells-open-
house-thursday-in-smethport/article_8421a342-7536-11ef-80f6-0fc0788975c9.html 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Times Observer: Our opinion: Don’t waste orphan well funds 
https://www.timesobserver.com/opinion/our-opinion/2024/09/our-opinion-dont-waste-orphan-well-
funds/ 
 
Tribune-Review: From the archive: Mill Service opened near Yukon in 1963 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/from-the-archive-mill-service-opened-near-yukon-in-1963/ 
 
WPXI: 11 Investigates Exclusive: City of Pittsburgh facing fine for trash violations 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/investigates/11-investigates-exclusive-city-pittsburgh-facing-fine-trash-
violations/GAS5ZFXA5REVZKFQFUNT6ZMH6I/ 
 
 
East Palestine Train Derailment 
 
AP: Railroads and regulators must address the dangers of long trains, report says 
https://apnews.com/article/long-trains-railroad-derailments-safety-
5b571a1c551b287719e1b938b0ae28ba 
 
Union Progress: Hazards unleashed by East Palestine derailment are ‘the worst I’ve ever seen,’ 
toxicologist says 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2024/09/18/hazards-unleashed-by-east-palestine-derailment-are-the-
worst-ive-ever-seen-toxicologist-says/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Corry Journal: Trail committee closer to reality, despite little interest 
https://www.thecorryjournal.com/news/article_da87b708-745f-11ef-b982-2b41832d0334.html 
 
Meadville Tribune: Weed patrol: Checking Pymatuning Reservoir and Conneaut Lake for invasive species 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/weed-patrol-checking-pymatuning-reservoir-and-conneaut-
lake-for-invasive-species/article_488dd1f4-7516-11ef-9d69-03a92ffd2eaa.html 
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WFMZ 69News: Weather playing big role in this year's foliage predictions; Pocono Mountains Visitors 
Bureau puts out Fall Foliage Map 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/lehighvalley/weather-playing-big-role-in-this-years-foliage-
predictions-pocono-mountains-visitors-bureau-puts-out/article_76a9749e-754d-11ef-964c-
13a062a6d699.html 
 
KDKA: Pennsylvania researchers call on people to scoop up spotted lanternflies for science 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/spotted-lanterfly-citizen-science-project-pennsylvania/ 
 
Beaver County Radio: Deluzio Celebrates Federal Investment in Pittsburgh Conservation Corps 
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/deluzio-celebrates-federal-investment-in-pittsburgh-
conservation-corps/ 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Guest editorial | More work on pollinators needed by public, government 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/editorials/guest-editorial-more-work-on-pollinators-needed-by-public-
government/article_852b8594-7466-11ef-8800-9fd5b8d02b2d.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Here are 6 hiking trails where you can see peak fall color in Lancaster and York 
counties 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/here-are-6-hiking-trails-where-you-can-see-peak-fall-color-in-
lancaster-and/article_4d9319a4-7505-11ef-ace4-4fb93019e961.html 
 
Gettysburg times: Hanover Shoe Farms preserving more land 
https://www.gettysburgtimes.com/news/local/article_f8cf4f80-7524-11ef-823c-6fc9bc93a5b9.html 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Local experts all agree hellbenders need better protections 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/outdoors/2024/09/local-experts-all-agree-hellbenders-need-better-
protections/ 
 
 
Energy 
 
Indiana Gazette: Senate passes RGGI repeal, while Struzzi touts bills aimed at energy affordability 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/senate-passes-rggi-repeal-while-struzzi-touts-bills-aimed-at-
energy-affordability/article_77387a96-753d-11ef-a3ec-b3a0f6b08d93.html 
 
WJET-TV: Erie School District purchases 12 new electric school buses 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/erie-school-district-purchases-12-new-electric-school-
buses/ 
 
Sharon Herald: Crawford Central nears decision on biomass energy plant 
https://www.sharonherald.com/news/crawford-central-nears-decision-on-biomass-energy-
plant/article_7a6a24ad-08dd-5bb9-9955-ed20e2490eee.html 
 
Standard Speaker: Local governments and others eligible for pay toward electric cars and energy 
projects 
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https://www.standardspeaker.com/news/local-governments-and-others-eligible-for-pay-toward-
electric-cars-and-energy-projects/article_dc4f8342-7467-11ef-a5c9-5f09ca35cf03.html 
 
Daily Courier: Mt. Pleasant Twp. passes solar energy ordinance 
https://www.dailycourier.com/news/mt-pleasant-twp-passes-solar-energy-ordinance/article_30f9abb6-
74fe-11ef-a553-f79bf5102612.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: West Virginia, Pennsylvania added clean-energy jobs in 2023 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/09/17/west-virginia-pennsylvania-clean-
energy.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Allegheny County to receive over $750,000 to support energy efficiency 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2024/09/17/allegheny-county-clean-energy-dol-
grant-innamorato/stories/202409170218 
 
Altoona Mirror: Antis sites eyed for solar farms 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2024/09/antis-sites-eyed-for-solar-farms/ 
 
WTAJ CBSNews: Pennsylvania Turnpike looking to build solar facilities along it roads 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/regional-news/pennsylvania-turnpike-looking-to-build-solar-facilities-
along-it-roads/ 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Beaver County Radio: Gas prices fall in Western Pennsylvania as fall season approaches 
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/gas-prices-fall-in-western-pennsylvania-as-fall-season-
approaches/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Methane emissions much higher than gas industry targets, study says 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/methane-emissions-leaks-natural-gas-industry/ 
 
Reuters: Harris understands fracking ban raises energy costs, industry execs say 
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/energy-execs-say-they-believe-vp-kamala-harris-is-indeed-
open-fracking-2024-09-17/ 
 
 
Radiation Protection 
 
Tribune-Review: Prep work for Parks Township nuclear waste cleanup about halfway done, officials say 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/prep-work-for-parks-township-nuclear-waste-cleanup-
about-halfway-done-officials-say/ 
 
 
RGGI 
 
WITF/StateImpact: Pa. Senate votes to repeal climate program 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2024/09/17/pa-senate-votes-to-repeal-climate-program/ 
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Vector Management 
 
WPVI abc6 News: Invasive Joro spider spotted in Bucks County, Pennsylvania 
https://6abc.com/post/invasive-joro-spider-spotted-bucks-county-pennsylvania/15319245/ 
 
 
Waste 
 
WJAC: Centre County sanitation company issued repeat citation in wake of worker's death 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/centre-county-sanitation-company-issued-repeat-citation-in-wake-of-
workers-death-newman-hill-osha-safety-violation# 
 
 
Water 
 
Record-Argus: Sandy Lake water project to see $523K more in funding 
https://www.recordargusnews.com/news/sandy-lake-water-project-to-see-523k-more-in-
funding/article_6217eb5c-7523-11ef-bfc3-bfc29635121f.html 
 
Citizens’ Voice: Wilkes-Barre officials move to improve flood protection, response 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/wilkes-barre-officials-move-to-improve-flood-protection-
response/article_90d0e69c-7447-11ef-916e-bfa76f42ca32.html 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Sewer line will be extended to Somerset Township property where on-lot system 
failed 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/sewer-line-will-be-extended-to-somerset-township-property-where-
on-lot-system-failed/article_166ee316-71fb-11ef-82b6-775804c081ad.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: PWSA underway with "once-in-a-generation projects" starting with Bruecken 
Pump Station redevelopment 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/09/17/pittsburgh-water-sewer-authority-
redevelopment.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Letter to the editor: Lead in schools' drinking water a danger to children 
https://triblive.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-lead-in-schools-drinking-water-a-danger-to-children/ 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Locustdale residents outraged at $161 per month sewer rates 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/locustdale-residents-outraged-at-161-per-month-sewer-
rates/article_0300f240-7126-11ef-a299-ffc4282c1d4c.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Mifflinburg to repair sewer pipes with last of borough's ARPA funds 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/mifflinburg-to-repair-sewer-pipes-with-last-of-boroughs-arpa-
funds/article_4eb4c6f4-7553-11ef-9392-a30e3130b953.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Flood victims encouraged to apply for federal financial aid 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/flood-victims-encouraged-to-apply-for-federal-financial-
aid/article_16e39070-74f9-11ef-9d87-0bfdfe9c890a.html 
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Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Tropical Storm Debby flood victims in Lycoming and Tioga counties can apply 
for FEMA assistance 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2024/09/tropical-storm-debby-flood-victims-in-lycoming-
and-tioga-counties-can-apply-for-fema-assistance/ 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Daily Courier: No Burning Please 
https://www.dailycourier.com/news/no-burning-please/article_26876804-75a7-11ef-b8e8-
c35d1d1252e7.html 
 
Daily American: Pennsylvania wants to relocate a highway. Why one group thinks it's a bad idea 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/local/2024/09/18/citizens-to-save-allegheny-mountain-
against-highway-construction-plan/75263520007/ 
 
Lancaster Farming: Why Bee Management and Environmental Awareness Are More Important Than 
Ever 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/livestock/why-bee-management-and-environmental-
awareness-are-more-important-than-ever/article_35161af2-7118-11ef-8ee5-9b1f0567541d.html 
 
Bedford Gazette: Climate tool, energy sources discussed 
https://www.bedfordgazette.com/news/local/climate-tool-energy-sources-discussed/article_e52799ee-
743c-11ef-950d-cf4e9a5c0493.html 
 
WFMZ: Weather playing big role in this year's foliage predictions; Pocono Mountains Visitors Bureau 
puts out Fall Foliage Map 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/lehighvalley/weather-playing-big-role-in-this-years-foliage-
predictions-pocono-mountains-visitors-bureau-puts-out/article_76a9749e-754d-11ef-964c-
13a062a6d699.html 
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