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Top DEP Stories 
 
Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper Blog: Special Report: Boaters urged to avoid river below Selinsgrove as 
sewage line rupture impacts Penns Creek, Susquehanna watershed 
https://www.middlesusquehannariverkeeper.org/blog/special-report-boaters-urged-to-avoid-river-
below-selinsgrove-as-sewage-line-rupture-impacts-penns-creek-susquehanna-watershed 
 
WNEP: Residents asked to limit water use after sewer main break in Snyder County 
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/snyder-county/residents-asked-to-limit-water-use-after-
sewer-main-break-in-snyder-county-emergency-management-agency/523-c6c2cb35-8c36-4565-9b67-
b955c1f1f99b 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: DEP: Avoid contact with Susquehanna River at least 20 miles downstream of 
sewage release 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/local/dep-avoid-contact-with-susquehanna-river-at-least-20-
miles-downstream-of-sewage-release/article_9f4a9940-79b3-11ef-acd6-9b77deb092ce.html 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Sewage line rupture spills into Susquehanna watershed 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/life/sewage-line-rupture-spills-into-susquehanna-
watershed/article_10e9e9ac-7937-11ef-ab86-df1ffab81308.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Broken sewer line releasing raw sewage into Penns Creek; temporary sleeve in place 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/update-broken-sewer-line-releasing-raw-sewage-into-penns-creek-
temporary-sleeve-in-place/article_dc630df2-790a-11ef-a932-9f4feb09987b.html 
 
 
Mentions 
 
WVIA: Fracking still stains Dimock as candidate spar over gas drilling 
https://www.wvia.org/news/local/2024-09-22/fracking-still-stains-dimock-as-candidates-spar-over-gas-
drilling 
  
Times Leader: New opening causes water loss months after Toby Creek subsidence 
https://www.timesleader.com/news/1667941/new-opening-causes-water-loss-months-after-toby-
creek-subsidence 
 
WBRE: Officials prepare to fill creek bed in Luzerne 
https://www.pahomepage.com/news/local-news/officials-prepare-to-fill-creek-bed-sinkhole-in-luzerne/ 
 
WESA: Scientists skeptical of oil and gas company’s claim that its fracking ‘poses no public health risks’ 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-09-22/cnx-oil-gas-fracking-health-risks-sicentists 
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WVIA: Fracking still stains Dimock as candidates spar over gas drilling 
https://www.wvia.org/news/local/2024-09-22/fracking-still-stains-dimock-as-candidates-spar-over-gas-
drilling 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
Lancaster Online: The drought that impacted Lancaster County farmers this summer is a harbinger of 
climate change impacts to come [Editorial] 
https://lancasteronline.com/opinion/editorials/the-drought-that-impacted-lancaster-county-farmers-
this-summer-is-a-harbinger-of-climate-change/article_c2599b86-778b-11ef-bee2-ab68015923b0.html 
 
York Dispatch: How farming can turn carbon from a climate threat into an asset 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/opinion/contributors/2024/09/23/how-farming-can-turn-carbon-
from-a-climate-threat-into-an-asset/75345166007/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Letter to the editor: Climate is warming 
https://triblive.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-climate-is-warming/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Big Three money managers cut support for climate proposals 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2024/09/21/Big-Three-money-managers-cut-
support-for-climate-proposals/stories/202409210019 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Birders gather to watch chimney swifts migrating in Philly 
https://www.inquirer.com/video/birders-gather-watch-chimney-swifts-migrating-philly-20240920.html 
 
KYW News: Creating better mental and physical health outcomes by preserving, improving and 
expanding green spaces 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/green-community-spaces-peco-pennsylvania-
mental-health 
 
KDKA: Moon tree coming to Pittsburgh's historic Allegheny Observatory 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/moon-tree-allegheny-observatory/ 
 
KDKA: Controlled deer hunts expand to more Pittsburgh parks on Saturday 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/pittsburgh-parks-deer-hunt-archery-2024/ 
 
Mon Valley Independent: White Oak to seek grant for next phase of walking trail 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2024/09/23/white-oak-to-seek-grant-for-next-phase-of-
walking-trail/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Tim Miller: America’s environmental poet first met nature here 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/insight/2024/09/22/miller-robinson-jeffers-poet-pittsburgh-
nature/stories/202409220070 
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Post-Gazette: Editorial: The re­turn of a long-lost but­ter­fly, and of a nearly for­got­ten fruit, en­riches 
Pitts­burgh 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2024/09/23/zebra-swallowtail-butterfly-pawpaw-
pittsburgh-conservation-success/stories/202409230001 
 
Great Allegheny Passage | 'Let your mind wander': Trail system's scenery, setting, amenities attract 
riders from around the world 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/great-allegheny-passage-let-your-mind-wander-trail-systems-scenery-
setting-amenities-attract-riders-from/article_49de74ba-3ee7-11ef-bfed-275cba778058.html 
 
Great Allegheny Passage | Eric Knopsnyder | First-person account: Cyclists experience GAP Trail from 
end to end 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/great-allegheny-passage-eric-knopsnyder-first-person-account-
cyclists-experience-gap-trail-from-end-to/article_607f4c08-7529-11ef-95d6-87e3541d4e4d.html 
 
Great Allegheny Passage | 'From the beginning': 9/11 memorial trail built on GAP's foundation 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/local_news/great-allegheny-passage-from-the-beginning-9-11-
memorial-trail-built-on-gaps-foundation/article_6060f2c4-5992-11ef-8bed-776fd62bf64f.html 
 
Great Allegheny Passage | 'Hidden gem': Trail acts as community hub, source of prime outdoor 
experiences 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/great-allegheny-passage-hidden-gem-trail-acts-as-community-hub-
source-of-prime-outdoor-experiences/article_31088812-3e25-11ef-8f61-bb6a875144e7.html 
 
Great Allegheny Passage | 'Investment' in recreation: Abandoned railroad beds now utilized as popular 
hiking, biking trails 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/great-allegheny-passage-investment-in-recreation-abandoned-
railroad-beds-now-utilized-as-popular-hiking-biking/article_1b7491a2-2846-11ef-a990-
c3d1efb54846.html 
 
Great Allegheny Passage | Trail's outdoor 'adventures' provide substantial and growing economic impact 
across region 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/great-allegheny-passage-trails-outdoor-adventures-provide-
substantial-and-growing-economic-impact-across-region/article_80c761a2-407d-11ef-b40d-
e32ed8fcb609.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Dry weather bringing vibrant, early fall color to Pittsburgh area 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2024/09/21/fall-early-autumn-foliage-laurel-
highlands/stories/202409180100 
 
Post-Gazette: Warm weather will continue through fall around Pittsburgh, weather service says 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/weather-news/2024/09/21/warm-weather-autumn-national-
weather-service-pittsburgh/stories/202409210063 
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Drought 
 
KDKA: Here are some things you can do to get yard get back to normal amid Pennsylvania drought 
conditions 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/yard-grass-drought-conditions-pennsylvania-heres-what-
you-can-do/ 
 
 
Energy 
 
Philly Burbs: Parts of Upper Bucks County hit hard with power outages. Why PA says Met-Ed needs to do 
more 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/local/2024/09/23/upper-bucks-power-company-outages-too-
frequent-regulator-met-ed-first-energy-ottsville-nockamixon 
 
Philly Voice: Plan would power new Microsoft AI data center with electricity from Pa.'s Three Mile Island 
nuclear reactor 
https://www.phillyvoice.com/ai-three-mile-island-microsoft-constellation-nuclear-reactor-data-centers/ 
 
WHYY: SEPTA to try out hydrogen fuel cell buses as early as this fall 
https://whyy.org/articles/septa-buses-hydrogen-fuel-cell/ 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: A new life is proposed for Three Mile Island supplying power to Microsoft data 
centers 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/ap/business/a-new-life-is-proposed-for-three-mile-island-
supplying-power-to-microsoft-data-centers/article_cdeba755-3a8e-5ce2-8a26-26eccca59d9e.html 
 
WITF: A new life is proposed for Three Mile Island supplying power to Microsoft data centers 
https://www.witf.org/2024/09/20/a-new-life-is-proposed-for-three-mile-island-supplying-power-to-
microsoft-data-centers/ 
 
FOX43: Revisiting the history of TMI and previewing its future 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/revisiting-the-history-of-tmi-and-previewing-its-future-
nuclear-energy-environment-economic-impact/521-6f8df78f-21e8-4f33-917f-2104998af4e9 
 
FOX43: Community reacts to Three Mile Island reactor reboot 
https://www.fox43.com/article/life/community-shares-their-thoughts-on-new-nuclear-reactor-
agreement/521-d23cada3-a084-4289-afb6-cb2c41606692 
 
WESA: EVs are cleaner than gas cars, but a growing share of Americans don't believe it 
https://www.wesa.fm/2024-09-23/evs-are-cleaner-than-gas-cars-but-a-growing-share-of-americans-
dont-believe-it 
 
Mon Valley Independent: State Senate votes to take Pa. out of RGGI 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2024/09/23/state-senate-votes-to-take-pa-out-of-rggi/ 
 
Observer-Reporter: Federal grant to power up production at Weirton’s Form Energy 
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https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2024/sep/23/federal-grant-to-power-up-
production-at-weirtons-form-energy/ 
 
Union Progress: Pennsylvania Turnpike will use excess land for 15 solar fields 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2024/09/23/pennsylvania-turnpike-will-use-excess-land-for-15-solar-
fields/ 
 
Utility Dive: NERC sounds alarm over winter gas supplies, potential grid impacts 
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/nerc-sounds-alarm-over-winter-gas-supplies-potential-grid-impacts-
2024-2025/727460/ 
 
Wall Street Journal: Electricity That Costs Nothing—or Even Less? It’s Happening More and More 
https://www.wsj.com/business/energy-oil/electricity-that-costs-nothingor-even-less-its-happening-
more-and-more-53f16e49?mod=hp_lead_pos11 
 
Beaver County Times: RiverWise receives more federal funding to support solar power in Beaver County 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/local/2024/09/20/riverwise-receives-more-federal-funding-
to-support-local-solar-power-beaver-county/75289904007/ 
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Bradford Era: When it comes to litter, even one dude can make a difference 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/when-it-comes-to-litter-even-one-dude-can-make-a-
difference/article_49ee8c9e-777f-11ef-baff-bfa6f0ab8041.html 
 
WICU-TV: International Coastal Cleanup Day 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/51478753/international-coastal-cleanup-day 
 
 
Mining 
 
Tribune-Review: Lowber field day gives area students hands-on knowledge of mine drainage problem 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/lowber-field-day-gives-area-students-hands-on-knowledge-of-
mine-drainage-problem/ 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Pennlive: Fracking won’t be deciding issue in Pa. presidential race: Fetterman 
https://www.pennlive.com/elections/2024/09/fracking-wont-be-deciding-issue-in-pa-presidential-race-
fetterman.html 
 
WITF: Fracking still stains Dimock as candidates spar over gas drilling 
https://www.witf.org/2024/09/23/fracking-still-stains-dimock-as-candidates-spar-over-gas-drilling/ 
 
Observer-Reporter: ‘Shale Revolution’: A look back at 20 years of gas drilling in the region 
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https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2024/sep/22/shale-revolution-a-look-back-at-20-
years-of-gas-drilling-in-the-region/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Letter to the editor: Balancing energy and environment 
https://triblive.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-balancing-energy-and-environment/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Fetterman says fracking won’t be deciding issue in Pa. presidential race 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/election-2024/2024/09/22/fetterman-harris-trump-fracking-
pennsylvania-vance/stories/202409220131 
 
Environmental Health News: Residents say Pennsylvania has failed communities after state studies 
linked fracking to child cancer 
https://www.ehn.org/pennsylvania-fracking-studies-2669231965.html 
 
 
Radiation Protection 
 
AP: The AI boom may give Three Mile Island a new life supplying power to Microsoft’s data centers 
https://apnews.com/article/three-mile-island-nuclear-power-microsoft-
8f47ba63a7aab8831a7805dfde0e2c39 
 
KDKA: Three Mile Island nuclear plant to reopen, sell power to Microsoft 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/three-mile-island-microsoft-nuclear-power/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Three Mile Island owner proposes restart of nuclear plant to feed electricity to AI 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2024/09/20/three-mile-island-nuclear-plant-
microsoft/stories/202409200055 
 
Utility Dive: Constellation plans 2028 restart of Three Mile Island unit 1, spurred by Microsoft PPA 
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/constellation-three-mile-island-nuclear-power-plant-microsoft-data-
center-ppa/727652/ 
 
 
RGGI 
 
Central Penn Business Journal: RGGI electricity tax repeal approved by Pa. Senate 
https://www.cpbj.com/rggi-electricity-tax-repeal-approved-by-pa-senate/ 
 
 
Waste 
 
El Sol Media: What is Philadelphia's new waste collection program? 
https://elsolnewsmedia.com/nuevo-programa-recoleccion-residuos/ 
 
Pennlive: Cumberland County plans to discontinue county recycling and waste authority in 2025 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2024/09/cumberland-county-plans-to-discontinue-county-recycling-
and-waste-authority-in-2025.html 
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Carlisle Sentinel: County plans to discontinue county recycling and waste authority in 2025 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/government-politics/county-plans-to-discontinue-county-recycling-
and-waste-authority-in-2025/article_111589fe-76a8-11ef-bd42-7b11f8b6faaa.html 
 
Altoona Mirror: City pulls demolition contract 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2024/09/city-pulls-demolition-contract/ 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Recycling reminder 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/recycling-reminder/image_f5d11d52-7779-11ef-
9522-77b4f51e6d66.html 
 
Pittsburgh Union Progress: PRC plans 8 North Park electronic recycling collections in October 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2024/09/22/prc-plans-8-north-park-electronic-recycling-collections-in-
october/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Mt. Oliver takes trashiest title in Pittsburgh's 8th Garbage Olympics 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2024/09/21/pittsburgh-garbage-
olympics/stories/202409210008 
 
 
Water 
 
LehighValleyLive: New York City, federal and regional partners renew study of broader uses for Lehigh 
River dam 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/outdoors/2024/09/new-york-city-federal-and-regional-partners-
renew-study-of-broader-uses-for-lehigh-river-dam.html 
 
The Derrick: Titusville well replacement project placed on hold 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/titusville-well-replacement-project-placed-on-
hold/article_aa4a3c22-76b8-11ef-b6d5-fbdabdb8e4af.html 
 
WHYY: Study: Road salts continue to build up in the Brandywine, damaging watershed 
https://whyy.org/articles/road-salts-brandywine-watershed-villanova-study/ 
 
69 News: Officials watching reservoir levels in Mont. Co. urge residents to conserve water 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/southeastern-pa/officials-watching-reservoir-levels-in-mont-co-
urge-residents-to-conserve-water/article_b9f19726-7797-11ef-9b46-bb83d07735ae.html 
 
Delco Today: Chester’s Retirees Believe Water Assets Should Go to Highest Bidder 
https://delco.today/2024/09/chester-s-water-assets-highest-bidder/ 
 
abc27: Sewage line rupture spills large quantity of sewage into Susquehanna River 
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/sewage-line-rupture-spills-large-quantity-of-sewage-into-
susquehanna-river/ 
 
WTAJ: Residents in this part of Blair County are asked to boil water 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/residents-in-this-part-of-blair-county-are-asked-to-boil-water/ 
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Post-Gazette: Construction of Highland Reservoir Pump Station enters next phase 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2024/09/20/construction-pittsburgh-water-sewer-authority-
highland-reservoir-pump-station/stories/202409200069 
 
WESA: Latest phase of PWSA's $500M system upgrade underway in Pittsburgh's Highland Park 
https://www.wesa.fm/development-transportation/2024-09-23/pwsa-system-upgrade-highland-park 
 
Pittsburgh Union Progress: Pittsburgh water system ‘entering a new era’ 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2024/09/22/pittsburgh-water-system-entering-a-new-era/ 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Pennlive: Fair labor standards for clean energy projects are good for workers, good for the climate, and 
good for Appalachia 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2024/09/fair-labor-standards-for-clean-energy-projects-are-good-
for-workers-good-for-the-climate-and-good-for-appalachia-opinion.html 
 
Allegheny Front: Gov. Josh Shapiro visits Penn State to promote grants funding sustainable farming 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/gov-josh-shapiro-visits-penn-state-to-promote-grants-funding-
sustainable-farming/ 
 
Next Pittsburgh: Innovative bridge replacement to close Parkway East for a month 
https://nextpittsburgh.com/city-design/commerical-street-bridge-replacement-to-close-parkway-east-
for-a-month/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Hurricane Ivan, 20 years later: Millvale residents recount catastrophic flooding from 
record rainfall 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2024/09/22/millvale-hurricane-ivan/stories/202409210004 
 
Observer-Reporter: Path of destruction 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2024/sep/21/path-of-destruction/ 
 
KDKA: Fayette, Greene County residents cleaning up after severe storms 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/fayette-greene-county-residents-cleaning-up-severe-
storms-damage/ 
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