
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – Patti 
Monahan; SERO – Robyn Briggs; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and 
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov 
 
 
Top DEP Stories 
 
Public Source: Pa. fines Shell $15 million for air pollution from its Beaver County plastics plant 
https://www.publicsource.org/shell-plastics-cracker-benzene-beaver-county-dep-fines/ 
 
WESA: Pa. fines Shell $15 million for air pollution from its Beaver County plastics plant 
https://www.wesanews.org/environment-energy/2026-09-07/pa-fines-shell-15-million-pollution-
beaver-county-plastics-plant 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Shell to pay $15M to settle air quality violations at Beaver County 
petrochemical plant 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/09/04/shell-beaver-county-dep-emissions.html 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Shell and DEP roll up three years of violations into $15M penalty 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2026/09/04/shell-dep-violations-cracker-
plant/stories/202609040062 
 
Beaver County Times: Shell reaches $15M settlement with DEP over air pollution violations 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/business/2026/09/04/shell-to-pay-15m-to-settle-complaints-
about-beaver-county-pa-plant/91616314007/ 
 
 
Mentions 
 
The Shenandoah Sentinel: ONE STEP FORWARD, TWO STEPS BACK: Borough receives violation notice for 
Pumping Station Dam 
 https://share.newsbreak.com/ji7c06dh?s=i0 
 
Republican Herald: New appeal attacks state’s ‘Unsafe’ Lake Wynonah dam designation 
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/09/04/new-appeal-attacks-states-unsafe-lake-wynonah-dam-
designation/ 
 
Inside Climate News: A Pipeline Giant That Spilled Jet Fuel in Pennsylvania Is Trying to Weaken a Clean 
Water Law 
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/04092026/energy-transfer-tries-to-weaken-pennsylvania-clean-
water-law/ 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
WHYY: Philadelphia sees one of its warmest summers on record 
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-heat-high-temperatures-summer-record/ 
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Conservation and Recreation 
 
Public Source: A Hilltop ‘Lorax’ wants just one public tree on her block. Will a border thwart her? 
https://www.publicsource.org/mount-oliver-tree-planting-city-borough-line/ 
 
Allegheny Front: The secret life of a Great Lakes mushroom hunter 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/the-secret-life-of-a-great-lakes-mushroom-hunter/ 
 
WESA: Memories of those lost on Flight 93 reverberate from the Tower Of Voices 
https://www.wesanews.org/identity-community/2026-09-08/memories-of-those-lost-on-flight-93-
reverberate-from-the-tower-of-voices-republication-2026 
 
Lehighvalleylive: Pennsylvania wild trout advocates target hatchery and stocking reform 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/outdoors/2026/09/pennsylvania-wild-trout-advocates-target-
hatchery-and-stocking-reform.html 
 
Altoona Mirror: Clearly Ahead Development shares plans for Clearfield, Curwensville in-river 
recreational parks 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/page/3/?darkMode=false 
 
 
Data Centers 
 
Daily Courier: Dunbar Twp. looks at data center ordinance 
https://www.dailycourier.com/news/dunbar-twp-looks-at-data-center-ordinance/article_73cdf713-
808f-48df-a912-e9f101fa2cae.html 
 
WPXI: Engineer explains how months-long data center delivery could impact traffic in multiple counties 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/engineer-explains-how-months-long-data-center-delivery-could-
impact-traffic-multiple-counties/NWFQBX6YZREJRPLODFNUD33MLU/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Shippingport delays meeting of Aligned Data Center's phase 2 project 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/09/07/shippingport-borough-council-aligned-data-
center.html 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Homer City plant’s redevelopment now fueled by 1,800 contractors and 
tradespeople 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2026/09/04/union-labor-day-homer-city-
amazon-data-center-workforce/stories/202609040054 
 
Meadville Tribune: Nearly half of Pennsylvania's 'fast track' data center municipalities signed NDAs 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/nearly-half-of-pennsylvanias-fast-track-data-center-
municipalities-signed-ndas/article_54fc4468-9a13-4abc-a440-5b3900da8685.html 
 
Standard Speaker: Luzerne County zoning plan for data centers under legal review 
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https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/09/05/luzerne-county-zoning-plan-for-data-centers-under-
legal-review/ 
 
Scranton Times: Chris Kelly Opinion: The data center invasion has no borders 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/09/06/chris-kelly-opinion-the-data-center-invasion-has-no-
borders/ 
 
Pennlive: Dauphin County’s pricey property sales: $5M office to $45M data center site 
https://www.pennlive.com/business/2026/09/these-12-dauphin-county-properties-sold-for-5m-
50m.html 
 
Lancaster Online: East Hempfield halts data center applications as regulations are drafted 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/east-hempfield-halts-data-center-applications-as-
regulations-are-drafted/article_3762bb6e-32e1-4514-8de5-1e3d14b74b21.html 
 
Lancaster Online: West Hempfield Township officials approve data center regulations, address QVC 
question 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/west-hempfield-township-officials-approve-data-center-
regulations-address-qvc-question/article_8f80a101-2e10-4820-a69e-a1be0a3098b2.html 
 
Gettysburg Times: Data centers expected to drive Pa. future electricity use 
https://www.gettysburgtimes.com/news/basket/data-centers-expected-to-drive-pa-future-electricity-
use/article_62032e53-1040-4c47-bfec-ac96dbc163db.html 
 
 
Energy 
 
WJAC: Penelec in 'final stages' of restoring power to Johnstown-area customers impacted by storm 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/penelec-final-stages-restoring-power-johnstown-area-customers-
impacted-by-storms-weather-pennsylvania-cambria-county 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: More than 1,800 workers building massive natural gas plant in Indiana 
County 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/09/07/homer-city-labor-project.html 
 
Bradford Era: West Virginia sues Pennsylvania over energy credit limits 
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/09/07/west-virginia-sues-pennsylvania-energy-credit-limits/ 
 
Altoona Mirror: State sued over energy credit limits 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2026/09/pa-wv-energycredit-limits-sues/ 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Trump shuns EVs and wind power, but he’s pouring billions into batteries 
https://www.inquirer.com/business/trump-batteries-technology-china-funding-clean-energy-ev-
20260908.html 
 
Philly Voice: Utility executives and cybersecurity experts warn Pa. lawmakers of growing threats 
https://www.phillyvoice.com/utility-executives-cybersecurity-experts-pa-lawmakers-threats/ 
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Mining 
 
Scranton Times: Forum against Old Forge borehole project on land also eyed for data center 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/09/04/forum-against-old-forge-borehole-project-on-land-
also-eyed-for-data-center/ 
 
 
Vector Management 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Mosquito spraying scheduled for Wednesday in Mechanicsburg area 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/article_88803486-9c17-4fa8-8a8d-64949c1b9b13.html 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Four cases of West Nile virus were confirmed in Philly, city officials say 
https://www.inquirer.com/health/west-nile-virus-philadelphia-human-cases-2026-20260904.html 
 
Philly Voice: Philly reports its first West Nile Virus cases of 2026; here's how to avoid mosquito bites 
https://www.phillyvoice.com/west-nile-virus-cases-philadelphia-prevention-tips/ 
 
WHYY: Want to understand Lyme disease risk? Look to mice and acorns, not deer 
https://whyy.org/articles/lyme-disease-risk-mice-acorns-deer/ 
 
 
Water 
 
WJAC: Orviston community continues cleanup nearly one week after severe flooding 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/orviston-community-continues-cleanup-nearly-one-week-after-severe-
flooding-centre-county-residents-weather-pennsylvania 
 
The Derrick: Clarion finds stormwater fee effective despite criticism 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/clarion-finds-stormwater-fee-effective-despite-
criticism/article_d5f0c9ea-195b-43b8-8e82-693f137593fc.html 
 
CBS21: Mandatory water conservation notice for parts of Lancaster County following harsh weather 
https://local21news.com/news/local/mandatory-water-conservation-notice-for-parts-of-lancaster-
county-after-harsh-weather-water-pennsylvania-pa-clean-reduction-impact-weather-extreme-news 
 
FOX43: Mandatory water conservation notice issued for parts of Lancaster County 
https://www.fox43.com/article/money/consumer/mandatory-water-conservation-notice-issued-for-
parts-of-lancaster-county/521-e5d87777-91da-461e-81cf-da056b850d2b 
 
Lancaster Online: Water conservation order lifted for parts of eastern Lancaster County 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/water-conservation-order-lifted-for-parts-of-eastern-lancaster-
county/article_c6e66cea-ff08-443b-9656-6bc585c83316.html 
 
Philly 17: Pennsylvania utility company issued mandatory water conservation order for Coatesville area 
customers 
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https://phl17.com/phl17-news/pennsylvania-utility-company-issued-mandatory-water-conservation-
order-for-coatesville-area-customers/ 
 
Daily Local: PA American Water orders mandatory conservation for some of service area 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2026/09/07/pa-american-water-orders-mandatory-conservation-for-some-
of-service-area/ 
 
KYW: Water conservation order lifted for parts of Chester and Lancaster counties 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/water-conservation-order-issued-chester-
lancaster-counties 
 
WHYY: $1.3 million dam-removal project in Bucks County aims to create and ease fish passage 
https://whyy.org/articles/spring-garden-dam-removal-bucks-county/ 
 
Bucks County Today: Why Tyler State Park Is Tearing Out a 200-Year-Old Dam 
https://bucksco.today/2026/09/spring-garden-mill-dam-removal-tyler-state-park/ 
 
Philadelphia Magazine: Police Are Not the Answer at Devil’s Pool 
https://www.phillymag.com/news/2026/09/04/devils-pool-swimming-petition-police-pollution/ 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Bradford Era: Study: Game, Fish and Boat commissions should combine some services 
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/09/04/study-game-fish-and-boat-commissions-should-combine-
some-services/ 
 
Times Leader: PennDOT unveils plans for Huntsville Creek bridge replacement project 
https://www.timesleader.com/top-stories/1754476/penndot-unveils-plans-for-huntsville-creek-bridge-
replacement-project 
 
CBS21: U.S. Forest Service closes York County office, 22 other facilities to save more than $16M 
https://local21news.com/news/local/us-forest-service-closes-york-county-office-22-other-facilities-to-
save-more-than-16m-trees-cuts-taxes-money-revenue-business-impact-employees-pennsylvania-pa 
 
WGAL: U.S. Forest Service shuts down 23 facilities, including one in York County 
https://www.wgal.com/article/us-forest-service-closes-23-facilities-york-county-pa/73638130 
 
CBS3: Gas prices in Philadelphia region hit a record-high on Labor Day. Drivers are fed up: "It's getting 
ridiculous" 
https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/gas-prices-near-me-labor-day/ 
 
NBC10: Cyclospora outbreak followed years of declining FDA foreign inspections 
https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/national-international/cyclospora-outbreak-years-of-declining-
fda-foreign-inspections/4459421/ 
 
KYW: SPS Technologies settles class action lawsuit over 2025 fire at Abington Township factory 
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https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/sps-technologies-class-action-settlement-
abington-fire 
 
Billy Penn: Philly’s best parks are a SEPTA ride away, and ‘Getting to Green: Routes to Roots’ has the 
map for it 
https://billypenn.com/2026/09/04/philly-parks-septa-bus-train-map-mural-arts-getting-to-green-
routes-to-roots/ 
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