
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – Patti 
Monahan; SERO – Robyn Briggs; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and 
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Inside Climate News: The Specter of ‘Forever Chemicals’ Looms Over Pennsylvania’s Rural Communities 
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/26092026/pfas-contaminated-drinking-water-in-pennsylvania-
rural-communities/  
 
PA Environment Digest: Gov. Tom Ridge On Leadership: I Call For Pennsylvania To Be A Showcase Of 
Well-Reasoned And Inspired Environmental Leadership 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=51912&SubjectID=
5  
 
PA Environment Digest: DEP - Day 700: Seneca Resources Continues To Manage Contaminated Water 
From Taft Shale Gas Well Pad In Tioga County 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=66305&SubjectID=  
 
PA Environment Digest: DEP: Tank Truck Releases Contaminated Water On Access Road Leading To EQT 
ARO LLC DCNR Shale Gas Well Pad In Lycoming County 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=66303&SubjectID=  
 
PA Environment Digest: House Environmental Committee To Hold Oct. 5 Hearing On New DEP 
Conventional Oil & Gas ‘Mineral Brine’ Permit Allowing Unrestricted, Unlimited Road Dumping Of 
Contaminated Water 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=66300&SubjectID=  
 
PA Environment Digest: Hess: Pennsylvanians Are Finding Their Voices Again On Environmental, Energy 
Issues They Care About 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=66296&SubjectID=  
 
PA Environment Digest: Eastern PA Coalition For Abandoned Mine Reclamation Celebrates 30 Years Of 
Hope, Hard Work Reclaiming Legacy Abandoned Mine Lands, Mine Water Pollution Across NE PA 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=66295&SubjectID=  
 
PA Environment Digest: DEP Invites Comments On New PA General Energy Application For 3.9 Mile Long 
Access Road, Staging Area To Support Shale Gas Development In Loyalsock State Forest In Lycoming 
County 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2026/09/dep-invites-comments-on-new-pa-general.html  
 
PA Environment Digest: DEP: Tank Truck Releases Contaminated Water On Access Road Leading To EQT 
ARO LLC DCNR Shale Gas Well Pad In Lycoming County 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2026/09/dep-tank-truck-releases-contaminated.html  
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Conservation and Recreation 
 
WFMZ: Turtles return home to Crystal Lake after restoration project 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/reading-area/turtles-return-home-to-crystal-lake-after-
restoration-project/article_ecc4068f-a07c-48b3-a0b4-0e0c358ead62.html 
 
PA Environment Digest: DCNR: Pine Creek Rail Trail Honored As Pennsylvania’s 2026 Trail Of The Year 
During Special Event In Tioga County 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=66298&SubjectID=  
 
 
Data Centers 
 
Observer-Reporter: North Strabane working to draft data center ordinance 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2026/sep/26/north-strabane-working-to-draft-
data-center-ordinance/ 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Somerset County unveils proposed data center guidelines; public hearing planned 
for Tuesday 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/local_news/somerset-county-unveils-proposed-data-center-
guidelines-public-hearing-planned-for-tuesday/article_1c6bec05-303a-43c2-a18d-d7c25b1815a7.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Butler County data center hearing rescheduled to Oct. 1 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/09/25/misty-hollow-data-center-meeting.html 
 
Allegheny Front: Pennsylvania leaders weigh in on AI and data centers at Pittsburgh conference 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-josh-shapiro-fetterman-mccormick-ai-data-centers/ 
 
Allegheny Front: In Upper Burrell, where the fracking and AI industries converge, residents look to 
regulate data center 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/in-upper-burrell-where-the-fracking-and-ai-industries-converge-
residents-look-to-regulate-data-center/ 
 
Pennlive: AI’s data centers are rebuilding careers in northeastern Pennsylvania 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2026/09/ais-data-centers-are-rebuilding-careers-in-northeastern-
pennsylvania-opinion.html 
 
Standard-Speaker: Newport residents hold meeting on proposed data centers 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/09/27/newport-residents-hold-meeting-on-proposed-data-
centers/ 
 
Times-Leader: Many gather to discuss proposed Newport Township data centers 
https://www.timesleader.com/news/1760930/many-gather-to-discuss-proposed-newport-township-
data-centers 
 
PA Environment Digest: 27+ Citizen, Environmental Groups To Hold No Data Center Rally Oct. 6 Main 
Capitol Rotunda In Harrisburg 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2026/09/27-citizen-environmental-groups-to-hold.html  
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PA Environment Digest: 500 Feet Isn't Enough! The Protective Buffers PA Coalition Will Hold A Rally At 
The State Capitol In Harrisburg Oct. 7 Calling For Increasing Setbacks From Shale Gas Drilling To Protect 
Public Health, The Environment 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2026/09/500-feet-isnt-enough-protective-buffers.html  
 
 
Energy 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Who should pay for low-income utility assistance? In Pennsylvania, it all falls 
on residential customers 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2026/09/28/who-should-pay-for-low-income-utility-
assistance-in-pennsylvania-it-all-falls-on-residential-customers/ 
 
WESA: Green advocates organize group buy of solar panels for Pittsburghers to save on energy bills 
https://www.wesanews.org/environment-energy/2026-09-28/solar-panels-enery-cost 
 
TribLive: Dana Siler, Cynthia Kirsch and Rob Kahn: Pittsburgh faces a climate and power challenge. Clean 
energy can help. 
https://triblive.com/opinion/dana-siler-cynthia-kirsch-and-rob-kahn-pittsburgh-faces-a-climate-and-
power-challenge-clean-energy-can-help/ 
 
Bradford Era: Kane Historic Preservation Society receives $100,000 for depot solar project 
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/09/25/kane-historic-preservation-society-receives-100000-depot-
solar-project/ 
 
PA Environment Digest: Centre County Recycling & Refuse Authority Unveils New Interactive Solar 
Energy Display To Bring Renewable Energy To Life; Recycling Mini-Grant Applications Due Dec. 31 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=66323&SubjectID=  
 
Philadelphia-area schools are tapping the sun’s energy and saving money on utilities 
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-schools-solar-energy-state-grant/ 
 
 
Mining 
 
PA Environment Digest: DCNR To Update Mineral Extraction Policy On Lands It Owns In Response To 
Interest In Extracting Minerals, Other Than Oil & Gas; No Public Comment Period Planned 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=66299&SubjectID=  
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
PA Environment Digest: Susquehanna River Basin Commission Approved 35 Shale Gas Well Pad Water 
Use General Permits In August; 258 In 2026 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2026/09/susquehanna-river-basin-
commission_0508028340.html  
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PA Environment Digest: US EPA Invites Comments On Reissuance Of Expired EXCO Resources (PA) Oil & 
Gas Waste Injection Well Permit In Bell Twp., Clearfield County; Virtual Hearing Set For Oct. 27 [If 
Requested] 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2026/09/us-epa-invites-comments-on-reissuance.html  
 
 
Waste 
 
TribLive: Harrison, East Deer among Valley towns to upgrade aging infrastructure 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/harrison-east-deer-among-valley-towns-to-upgrade-
aging-infrastructure/ 
 
Gettysburg Times: Hanover approves temp transfer station fee 
https://www.gettysburgtimes.com/news/local/hanover-approves-temp-transfer-station-
fee/article_afafd537-5b3a-4571-9b94-c701d30e883c.html 
 
 
Water 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Ligonier stormwater authority readies business bills, works to track down unpaid 
accounts 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/ligonier-stormwater-authority-readies-business-bills-
works-to-track-down-unpaid-accounts/article_07d33730-67e8-44f9-b241-c6b8d3d372b7.html 
 
Allegheny Front: Advocates call new law allowing more lead in school drinking water a ‘backslide’ 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-lead-level-school-drinking-water/ 
 
Altoona Mirror: Stormwater projects discouraged 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2026/09/pa-stormwater-projects-discouraged/ 
 
WFMZ: Reading investigating after 15-20 gallons of oil dumped into Schuylkill River 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/reading-area/reading-investigating-after-15-20-gallons-of-oil-
dumped-into-schuylkill-river/article_18b3cf24-ed48-438f-8057-32e47e99b4dd.html 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Snakes in Pa., including its 3 venomous species, really just want to be left alone 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2026/09/26/venomous-snakes-pa/stories/202609270017 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: The ‘bathtub’ section of the Parkway East floods regularly. Here’s how 
PennDOT plans to fix it. 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2026/09/26/parkway-east-downtown-pittsburgh-
bathtub/stories/202609270084 
 
EHN: Electromagnetic radiation from power lines linked to a higher risk of central nervous system 
tumors in children 
https://www.ehn.org/power-line-emf-childhood-cancer 
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TribLive: Springdale oversteps in restricting media and the public during meetings, legal experts say 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/springdale-oversteps-in-restricting-media-and-the-
public-during-meetings-legal-experts-say/ 
 
Lancaster Farming: How Strategic Spreading Sets the Value of Manure 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/conservation/how-strategic-spreading-sets-the-
value-of-manure/article_4421af9a-6c32-46a0-a3f6-ed8211e34d1a.html#comments 
 
Altoona Mirror: Median tree removals to begin along South Logan Boulevard 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2026/09/penndot-loganblvd-media-tree-removal-
begins/ 
 
Inside Climate News: In Rural Pennsylvania, Doctors Confront the Hidden Health Impacts of 
Environmental Disasters 
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/23092026/rural-pennsylvania-extreme-weather-public-health-
effects/  
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