
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – Patti 
Monahan; SERO – Robyn Briggs; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and 
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov 
 
 
Air 
 
Lock Haven Express: Trump admin lowers fuel economy standards, critics say at a significant 
environmental cost 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2026/09/trump-admin-lowers-fuel-economy-standards-
critics-say-at-a-significant-environmental-cost/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
LehighValleylive: Easton’s first ‘green’ parking lot is planned behind new planetarium 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/easton/2026/09/eastons-first-green-parking-lot-is-planned-behind-
new-planetarium.html 
 
Scranton Times: Return to stone: Unifying aesthetic of Nay Aug Park in Scranton with nature 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/09/27/return-to-stone-unifying-aesthetic-of-nay-aug-park-in-
scranton-with-nature/ 
 
WTAJ: Raystown Lake Overlooks to close temporarily for maintenance 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/raystown-lake-overlooks-to-close-temporarily-for-
maintenance/ 
 
Milton Standard-Journal: Nature lovers Pack the Preserve 
https://www.standard-journal.com/news/local/nature-lovers-pack-the-preserve/article_b6251287-
d2e2-4aa0-b91b-2392c627472e.html  
 
Gant News: $5.2 Million in Improvements at Cherry Springs State Park Marks Completion, Protecting 
Dark Skies 
https://gantnews.com/2026/09/29/5-2-million-in-improvements-at-cherry-springs-state-park-marks-
completion-protecting-dark-skies/  
 
NorthcentralPA.com: DCNR’s weekly fall foliage report returns Oct. 1 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/dcnr-s-weekly-fall-foliage-report-returns-oct-
1/article_f247ba1c-88ae-4e30-ae33-2628f14b7c2b.html  
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Cherry Springs State Park completes dark sky improvements 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/cherry-springs-state-park-completes-dark-sky-
improvements/article_0ba47046-6e1e-418b-a76d-427f80b830e1.html  
 
StateCollege.com: Game Commission northcentral office hub moving to game lands near Bellefonte 
https://www.statecollege.com/articles/local-news/managing-pennsylvanias-wild-side/          
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Lock Haven Express: Pine Creek Rail Trail named Pennsylvania’s 2026 Trail of the Year 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2026/09/pine-creek-rail-trail-named-pennsylvanias-
2026-trail-of-the-year/  
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Council asked to place disc golf proposal on agenda 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/09/council-asked-to-place-disc-golf-proposal-on-
agenda/  
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: A look at native yard trees to plant 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/outdoors/2026/09/a-look-at-native-yard-trees-to-plant/  
 
 
Data Centers 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: New group targets Pennsylvania, 6 other states as data center battle heats 
up 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/09/28/data-center-labor-power-alliance.html 
 
Scranton Times: Archbald to hear more info on power plant, seven data centers this week 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/09/28/archbald-to-hear-more-info-on-power-plant-seven-
data-centers-this-week/ 
 
Scranton Times: Valley View School District lawsuit could halt Project Gravity data centers 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/09/22/valley-view-school-district-lawsuit-could-halt-project-
gravity-data-centers/ 
 
WOLF56: Kline Township Planning Commission recommends conditions for Amazon Data Center 
https://fox56.com/news/local/kline-township-planning-commission-recommends-conditions-for-
amazon-data-center 
 
WBRE: Data center moves forward toward approval 
https://www.2822news.com/news/data-centers/data-center-moves-forward-toward-approval/ 
 
Standard Speaker: Sugarloaf Twp. tables data center resolution as court case goes on 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/09/28/sugarloaf-twp-tables-data-center-resolution-as-court-
case-goes-on/ 
 
Times Leader: Many gather to discuss proposed Newport Township data centers 
https://www.timesleader.com/news/1760930/many-gather-to-discuss-proposed-newport-township-
data-centers 
 
The Derrick: KEEL hosts several meetings, answers questions over data center concerns 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/keel-hosts-several-meetings-answers-questions-over-
data-center-concerns/article_c54aacdd-d16e-4c35-aaef-f25e8bbf56c6.html 
 
Lancaster Online: More Lancaster County municipalities adding rules regulating data centers 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/more-lancaster-county-municipalities-adding-rules-regulating-
data-centers-update/article_3838320f-250d-45d1-ab70-fd1625e3bdbc.html 
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Huntingdon Daily News: Data center proposed in Union Township 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/data-center-proposed-in-union-
township/article_a5dd8094-264f-46c8-b2ce-d463a9087fa5.html 
 
Gettysburg Times: Data center court fights fester as state lawmakers return to session 
https://www.gettysburgtimes.com/news/basket/data-center-court-fights-fester-as-state-lawmakers-
return-to-session/article_54ee9c5d-24ec-4b6f-91a4-6fa760e1c40a.html 
 
Milton Standard-Journal: East Buffalo Township to host data center ordinance hearing 
https://www.standard-journal.com/news/local/east-buffalo-township-to-host-data-center-ordinance-
hearing/article_2b8ed152-4e23-4491-b6f5-65a057e90080.html  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: East Buffalo Township to vote on data center ordinance Oct. 12 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/east-buffalo-township-to-vote-on-data-center-ordinance-oct-
12/article_1a588116-9639-4c94-afa0-08eb66a7d963.html  
 
Lock Haven Express: GOP attempts to slow pace of AI and data center overreaction (Op-Ed) 
https://www.lockhaven.com/opinion/columns/2026/09/gop-attempts-to-slow-pace-of-ai-and-data-
center-overreaction/  
 
Lock Haven Express: New data centers in neighboring Maryland to get additional scrutiny under 
governor’s order 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2026/09/new-data-centers-in-neighboring-maryland-to-
get-additional-scrutiny-under-governors-order/  
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Appeal filed against ‘deemed approval’ of data center in Muncy Township 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/09/appeal-filed-against-deemed-approval-of-data-
center-in-muncy-township/  
 
 
Energy 
 
Lehighvalleynews: PPL lands $71.5 million grant to upgrade its grid capacity 
https://www.lehighvalleypublicmedia.org/news/local/ppl-lands-71-5-million-grant-to-upgrade-its-grid-
capacity/ 
 
Pennlive: Pennsylvania’s hydropower is stuck in a regulatory time warp 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2026/09/pennsylvanias-hydropower-is-stuck-in-a-regulatory-time-
warp-opinion.html 
 
Milton Standard-Journal: PPL offering cash to electric vehicle drivers 
https://www.standard-journal.com/news/local/ppl-offering-cash-to-electric-vehicle-
drivers/article_63b7424d-4ac4-4bff-9965-3ab31dd9b503.html  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Rebid increases East Buffalo Township solar contract by $73,000 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/rebid-increases-east-buffalo-township-solar-contract-by-73-
000/article_bc7f85a7-d65a-4a33-9964-5c70cda51d85.html  
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Mining 
 
Bucks County Herald: Righting the topsy-turvy world of Upper Bucks County bats 
https://www.buckscountyherald.com/news/carl-lavo/righting-the-topsy-turvy-world-of-upper-bucks-
county-bats/article_d0235750-a788-4397-9839-6072ed36cb2f.html 
 
 
PFAS 
 
Mon Valley Independent: The specter of ‘forever chemicals’ looms over Pennsylvania’s rural 
communities 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2026/09/29/the-specter-of-forever-chemicals-looms-over-
pennsylvanias-rural-communities/ 
 
 
Waste 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Amid packed crowd, Washington Township supervisors table proposal to take 
over municipal authority 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2026/09/29/supervisors-table-proposal-to-take-over-
municipal-authority/ 
 
WKOK: Flick Plans Electronics Recycling Event Saturday 
https://www.wkok.com/flick-plans-electronics-recycling-event-saturday/  
 
 
Water 
 
TribLive: Bethel Park students advocating for dam safety legislation in honor of late teacher 
https://triblive.com/news/education-classroom/bethel-park-students-advocating-for-dam-safety-
legislation-in-honor-of-late-teacher/ 
 
WESA: Nor’easter aftermath: Cleanup underway after widespread flooding 
https://www.wesanews.org/environment-energy/2026-09-28/noreaster-flooding-clean-up 
 
Morning Call: How much rain did the nor’easter bring to the Lehigh Valley? 
https://www.mcall.com/2026/09/28/how-much-rain-did-the-noreaster-bring-to-the-lehigh-valley-
totals-from-around-the-region/ 
 
Pennlive: Water main break shuts down Route 30 in Franklin County 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2026/09/water-main-break-shuts-down-route-30-in-franklin-
county.html 
 
Reading Eagle: Reading Area Water Authority chief outlines financial strength, future challenges 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2026/09/28/reading-area-water-authority-chief-outlines-financial-
strength-future-challenges/ 
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WFMZ: Reading investigates how oil entered Schuylkill River 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/reading-area/reading-investigates-how-oil-entered-schuylkill-
river/article_df587c08-be86-4adb-b23c-0719a3a96fd3.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Restroom, water systems repaired at Montour Preserve 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/restroom-water-systems-repaired-at-montour-
preserve/article_c9b1851b-c0e0-4bd9-9965-5c4b9a50e5e3.html  
 
Lock Haven Express: Flemington residents question officials on storm response 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2026/09/flemington-residents-question-officials-on-
storm-response/  
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Pittsburgh Regional Transit controls record diesel costs through long-term 
contracts 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2026/09/29/pittsburgh-regional-transit-diesel-
costs-long-term-contracts/stories/202609280005 
 
WFMZ: Macungie Borough responds to resident concerns over 49-unit apartment complex 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/lehighvalley/lehigh-county/western-lehigh-county/macungie-
borough-council-nothing-s-changed-on-lumber-street-aparments-disagreement/article_9c8dfe95-0dff-
44f1-81a2-4c180c2935f9.html 
 
WICU-TV: Electrical Issue at United Refining Causes Smoke, Alarms 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/news/electrical-issue-at-united-refining-causes-smoke-
alarms/article_d627b5dd-b5c1-4763-a927-74def25a0ae5.html 
 
Pennlive: Will Pennsylvania’s bog turtles survive the Trump administration? 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2026/09/will-pennsylvanias-bog-turtles-survive-the-trump-
administration-opinion.html 
 
CBS3: Catering company turns empty lot into community garden in West Philadelphia 
https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/12th-street-catering-philadelphia-mantua-garden/ 
 
Billy Penn: The Academy of Natural Sciences museum is closed. Its supporters aren’t done 
https://billypenn.com/2026/09/28/academy-of-natural-sciences-museum-closed-philadelphia-
supporters-protest-march/ 
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