Some clips may be behind a paywall. If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO — Tom Decker; NCRO — Megan Lehman; NERO — Patti
Monahan; SERO — Robyn Briggs; SCRO — John Repetz; SWRO — Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov

Top DEP Stories

PA Environment Digest: DEP, First Lady Lori Shapiro Highlight Impacts Of Food Waste Reduction Grants,
Tour The Valley Lighthouse Food Distribution Center In Dauphin County
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2026/09/dep-first-lady-lori-shapiro-highlight.html

Mentions

TribLive: ‘Last man standing’: What happens when coal companies buy up entire village?
https://triblive.com/local/regional/last-man-standing-what-happens-when-coal-companies-buy-up-

entire-village/

Penn State News: Commonwealth Sustainability Week to be held online Oct. 5-9
https://www.psu.edu/news/penn-state-sustainability/story/commonwealth-sustainability-week-be-
held-online-oct-5-9

Conservation and Recreation

TribLive: RAD board proposes nearly $135M in funding for parks, libraries and arts
https://triblive.com/aande/museums/rad-board-proposes-nearly-135m-in-funding-for-parks-libraries-

and-arts/

Scranton Times: ‘Recovery in Nature’ initiative blooms
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/09/29/recovery-in-nature-initiative-blooms/

Data Centers

Tribune-Democrat: Pa. legislators advance ban on data center NDAs, look to restrict public utility status
https://www.tribdem.com/news/local news/pa-legislators-advance-ban-on-data-center-ndas-look-to-
restrict-public-utility-status/article 9865f6ff-a7c7-565b-877f-e2edel6eeb656.html

WIJAC: Somerset County moves to restrict data centers as residents warn of resource impacts
https://wjactv.com/news/local/somerset-county-weighs-restrictions-on-data-centers-after-residents-
raise-concerns

Mon Valley Independent: Elizabeth Township sets town hall for proposed data center
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2026/09/30/elizabeth-twp-sets-town-hall-for-proposed-data-

center/
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Lehighvalleylive: Pa. township mulls hiring outside negotiator for $50M offer from data center developer
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/2026/09/pa-township-mulls-hiring-outside-negotiator-for-50m-
offer-from-data-center-developer.html

Standard Speaker: Kline Twp. Planning Commission approves Amazon data center plans with conditions
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/09/29/kline-twp-planning-commission-approves-amazon-
data-center-plans-with-conditions/

WNEP: Kline Township Board of Supervisors set to make a final decision on Amazon data center project
https://www.wnep.com/video/news/local/schuylkill-county/kline-township-board-of-supervisors-set-
to-make-a-final-decision-on-amazon-data-center-project/523-31f0e5e9-acal-4c79-af63-e86c1188c799

Republican Herald: Kline Twp. Planning Commission approves Amazon data center plans with conditions
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/09/29/kline-twp-planning-commission-approves-amazon-
data-center-plans-with-conditions/

WITF: Central Pa. residents raise concerns about growing data center development
https://www.witf.org/2026/09/29/central-pa-residents-raise-concerns-about-growing-data-center-

development/

WTAIJ: Somerset County residents push back against proposed data center rules at hearing
https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/somerset-county-residents-push-back-against-proposed-data-
center-rules-at-hearing/

The Derrick: KEEL: 'A good neighbor is a quiet neighbor'; VP tries to quell concerns about planned data
center

https://www.thederrick.com/news/front page/keel-a-good-neighbor-is-a-quiet-neighbor-vp-tries-to-
guell-concerns-about-planned/article 5da4eba9-dc16-45b3-a7b8-74440f021c09.html

Shamokin News-Item: Data center provisions need to be strengthened before adoption
https://www.newsitem.com/opinion/letters to editor/data-center-provisions-need-to-be-
strengthened-before-adoption/

Farm and Dairy: PA Farm Bureau calls for data center moratorium
https://www.farmanddairy.com/news/pennsylvania-farm-bureau-calls-for-data-center-
moratorium/930462.html

WKOK: Public hearing on data center ordinance in East Buffalo Twp.
https://www.wkok.com/public-hearing-on-data-center-ordinance-in-east-buffalo-township/

Energy

TribLive: Duquesne Light workers threaten strike Wednesday night
https://triblive.com/business/dugquesne-light-workers-threaten-strike-wednesday-night/

WTAE: Unionized Duquesne Light workers could go on strike at midnight Wednesday
https://www.wtae.com/article/duquesne-light-strike-ibew/73950038
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Pittsburgh Business Times: IBEW Local 29 workers at Duquesne Light threaten midnight work stoppage
as contract deadline looms
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/09/30/deadline-looms-for-ibew-duguesne-

light.html

Oil and Gas

TribLive: Letter to the editor: Truths about fracking
https://triblive.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-truths-about-fracking/

Shamokin News-Item: Three easy ways to reduce pain at the pump
https://www.newsitem.com/opinion/columnists/three-easy-ways-to-reduce-pain-at-the-pump/

Waste

Lancaster Farming: Research Grants Available for Ag Plastic Solutions in Pennsylvania
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/news/research-grants-available-for-ag-plastic-
solutions-in-pennsylvania/article af04396e-7744-4498-94f3-81225e1c73b8.html

WKOK: Flick plans electronic recycling event Saturday
https://www.wkok.com/flick-plans-electronics-recycling-event-saturday/

6abc: 500+ tires illegally dumped in Philadelphia's Cobbs Creek section in recent months, residents say
https://6abc.com/post/500-tires-illegally-dumped-philadelphias-cobbs-creek-section-recent-months-
residents-say/19884529/

Water

WESA: Nor’easter aftermath: Cleanup underway after widespread flooding
https://www.wesanews.org/environment-energy/2026-09-28/noreaster-flooding-clean-up

KDKA: Flooding support resources will be available in Washington County this week
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/flooding-support-services-resources-washington-county-

this-week/

Hanover Evening Sun: Got brown water in Hanover? Hanover flushing hydrants Oct. 5-8
https://www.eveningsun.com/story/news/local/2026/09/30/got-brown-water-hanover-pa-flushing-
hydrants-october-2026/92007744007/

Huntingdon Daily News: Broad Top City awarded sewer line grant
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/broad-top-city-awarded-sewer-line-
grant/article 7ef8bd45-8384-4138-bf0f-6d189edc53ba.html

The Philadelphia Inquirer: Microplastic pollution found in 100% of Delaware River tributaries tested
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Miscellaneous

TribLive: Hempfield supervisors reject gas station after residents object
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/hempfield-supervisors-reject-gas-station-after-residents-

object/

WTAE: Powerful explosion reduces Pennsylvania home to rubble | Coroner called to scene
https://www.wtae.com/article/pa-house-explosion-perry-county/73956810

WFMZ: Nonprofit's shuttered Lehigh Valley warehouse scooped up by investment group for $11.5M
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/lehighvalley/northampton-county/bethlehem-area/non-profit-s-
shuttered-lehigh-valley-warehouse-scooped-up-by-investment-group-for-11-5-

million/article 2e732398-4ba6-4cd4-b4c4-2db0d5070456.html#tncms-source=Homepage-Top-Stories

Morning Call: CEO of Lehigh Valley Public Media, which includes PBS39, is out after 15 months
https://www.mcall.com/2026/09/30/lehigh-valley-public-media-ceo-out/

CBS21: Trout restocking expected to start in October across Pennsylvania lakes, streams
https://local21news.com/news/local/trout-restocking-expected-to-start-in-october-across-
pennsylvania-lakes-streams-pa-pennsylvania-fish-and-boat-commission-anglers-ice-fishing-fall-winter

Indiana Gazette: Another superload is headed for Homer City Energy Campus
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/another-superload-is-headed-for-homer-city-energy-
campus/article 95310495-26bb-4218-98a6-3cacddf9a45f.html

Leader Times: Another shipment makes its way to Homer City
https://www.leadertimes.com/news/another-shipment-makes-its-way-to-homer-city/article 4dae7fd6-
db0e-4013-8al1f-5bfcf5d59945.html

Philly Burbs: These 5 species could join Pennsylvania's endangered/threatened lists
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/sports/outdoors/2026/09/29/five-species-eyed-for-pennsylvania-
endangered-and-threatened-list-fish-and-boat-commission/92003731007/

6abc: Heavy smoke rises from building fire in Southwest Philadelphia
https://6abc.com/post/crews-battle-garage-fire-southwest-philadelphia/19892603/
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