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Locating a Well Onsite
A well may look like this… Or this… Or this…



Locating a Well Onsite
A well may be hidden…



How do I find the well online? 

Navigate to 
pa.gov/agencies/dep

Scroll down



How do I find the well online? 

Click “Oil and Gas”

Click 
“Programs and 

Services”



How do I find the well online? 

Once on this page, scroll down, down, 
down until…



How do I find the well online? 

…You find the 
“Online Services” 

Section

Click on the “Oil 
and Gas Mapping 

Application”



How do I find the well online? 

Go to Well Designation 
and uncheck 

Unconventional Wells 
and check Conventional 

Wells

Go to Well Type and hit 
“Select All Types”



How do I find the well online? 

Go to Well Status and hit 
“Select All Status”

Click “Submit Request” or 
refine further by clicking 
“Search for Oil and Gas 

Wells”



How do I find the well online? 

In this menu, you can 
refine your search by 

county, permit number, 
etc.



How do I find the well online? 

Click “by County,” and use 
this window to select 
Erie. Click “Get Wells”



How do I find the well online? 

Click “Tasks” to refine your 
search even further



How do I find the well online? 

Type in the address in 
the pop-up window.

If using an approximate 
address, address 

candidates will be 
provided to choose from.

Click 
“Address”



How do I find the well online? 

If you know the API number, 
click “by Permit Number”

Type in the eight-digit 
code and click “Find”

What is an API number?



What is an API Number? 
• All home use wells must have a DEP assigned 

identification number to be operated

• This unique identification number is known as an 
American Petroleum Institute (API) number and is 
comprised of the following:

• State code-37 (Pennsylvania)
• County code-049 (Erie)
• Five-digit DEP unique identification number

• Example API: 37-049-25281



How do I find the well online? 

Click the point on the 
map and this will open a 

pop-up window.

What is the Operator Number? 
Why is well status important?

To view more 
information about 
the well, click the 
identification tool



Additional Information to Note 

• What is an OGO number?
• Oil and Gas Operator number is assigned to 

each owner and operator of an oil or gas well
• This also includes owners and operators of 

home use well
• Why is the well status important?

• Active, abandoned, orphan, etc.
• Instances of wells being improperly 

abandoned and posing a threat to the 
environment and public safety

• These wells should be evaluated by a DEP 
inspector More information regarding legacy oil and gas wells can 

be found by visiting: 
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dep/programs-and-

services/oil-and-gas/legacy-wells



How do I find the well online? 

Within the window, scroll 
down to access additional 
documentation associated 

with the well.



What if there is missing 
information? 

If a well does not have a permit number or is missing GPS 
coordinate data, please reach out to the DEP using the contact 
information below:

Northwestern Regional Office
230 Chestnut Street
Meadville, PA 16335

Telephone: 814-332-6860
Fax: 814-332-6120

Email: RA-EPOILGASDROPBOX@pa.gov



So, you’ve found the well…
now what? 

Whether a well is used to provide gas for a house, farm or other 
structure on the property, it is subject to Pennsylvania regulations
• Cannot operate a well without properly transferring it through DEP!

• Chapter 78.11(b) Permit Requirements
• Operating a well without a permit or a well that was not 

properly registered is considered a violation
• Required to file:

• Application for Transfer of a Well Permit or Registration Form
• Application for Operator General Information Form to obtain an 

OGO number
• Oil and Gas Email Registration Form
• Collateral Bond for Oil and Gas Wells Form

• No fees, bonds required for wells drilled before April 18,1985
• Collateral Bond for Oil and Gas Wells
• Wells drilled after April 18,1985 will require a $2,500 bond



So, you’ve found the well…
now what? 

Adopting a well
• Cannot operate a well without properly adopting it through 

DEP!
• If a well does not have an operator listed with the Department 

a new operator is required to file:
• Permit Application to Adopt an Oil or Gas Well Form
• Operator General Information Form to obtain an OGO 

number
• Oil and Gas Email Registration Form

• No fees, bonds required for wells drilled before April 18, 1985
• Wells drilled after April 18,1985 will require a $2,500.00 bond



Understanding Regulations

Understanding regulations and how to achieve compliance
• Yearly responsibilities for landowner and operator
• All gas wells are regulated in the state of PA
• All gas wells have obligations and responsibilities to the 

public and the environment.
• The Department recently came out with an easy form for 

reporting production and MIA for single well owners.
• This form needs to be submitted to the Department on or 

before February 15th of every year.

More information can be found on DEP’s website:
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dep/programs-and-services/oil-

and-gas/home-use-gas-wells



How to Find Forms

Click “Oil and Gas”

Click 
“Programs and 

Services”



How to Find Forms

Click “Forms”



How to Find Forms

Once on this page, scroll down to find needed 
forms



How to Find Forms



How to Find Forms

Scroll down for additional 
forms



How to Find Forms



Questions? 



Get In Touch

The Department of Environmental Protection’s mission is to protect Pennsylvania’s air, land and water resources and to provide for the health and 
safety of its residents and visitors, consistent with the rights and duties established under the Environmental Rights Amendment (Article 1, Section 27 

of the Pennsylvania Constitution).

Kyle Thomas 
Oil & Gas Inspector

Office of Oil & Gas Management 
Northwest District Office

230 Chestnut Street
Meadville, PA 16335

814-671-1316 
kylethomas@pa.gov

Elyse Henshaw
Water Quality Specialist 

Office of Oil & Gas Management 
Northwest District Office

230 Chestnut Street
Meadville, PA 16335

814-573-3566 
ehenshaw@pa.gov
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