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Issues: 

The Mariner East Pipeline goes from west to east through southern regions of Pennsylvania.  I 

traverse exceptional value streams, lakes, the Susquehanna River, the Schuylkill River and the 

Delaware River. Wetlands and forested areas protect the streams, lake and rivers from 

contamination. When these are impaired, cut through or eliminated the bodies of water 

become vulnerable to sources of contamination. 

The Susquehanna River is already impaired throughout its 300 + miles, four of which are 

seriously impaired according to a recent report by Pennsylvania Dept. Of Environmental 

Protection (PADEP).   The river empties into the Chesapeake and is cause for concern for the 

entire watershed. 

The Delaware River supplies drinking water for New York City, Philadelphia, and Wilmington. 

These are the obvious areas of concern but the path of Mariner East disrupts streams and lakes 

in south west region and south central region of the Commonwealth. These bodies of water are 

sources of fish for fishermen. In many of these streams fish are no longer safe to eat or are only 

safe on a limited basis. 

Whether the pipelines transport natural gas of liquid natural gas, either a pumping or a 

compressor station is required. Each of these must release pressure on a regular basis. Each 
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time there is pollution released in the form of air or contamination of the soil within a specific 

radius risking contamination to air, water and soil. 

Regulations of the pipelines are stipulated by PHMSA. Unfortunately the process and the 

gathering lines are not regulated. These can be critical areas because they are close to the 

source of the gas.   

The source, i.e., the drilling site sues quantities pf water, indeed, in the millions of gallons. Then 

the waste water is stored in line and sometimes unlined pips. The waste water is highly polluted 

with hazardous metals, benzene (a known carcinogen), semi volatiles and volatiles, 

formaldehyde and other chemicals suspected to be present. 

The millions of gallons used in the process deplete our already sensitive water supplies and the 

pits have the potential to contaminate them (and indeed have done so).  

Employment: everyone wants to see increased employment but the promises of Sonoco 

Logistics are inflated and can only lead to disappointment.  

Better use of manpower would be to find safer and more sustainable ways to produce energy. 

OH!  I forgot. The pipelines are being used to transport natural gas to Marcus Hook where it can 

be cracked into separate flammable constituents to be transported across the waters to be 

turned into plastics and other chemicals to further pollute the world. 

 

Sarah Caspar 

scaspar@comcast.net 

August 9, 2016 
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