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  Division of Environmental Services
Natural Gas Section

595 E Rolling Ridge Dr.
Bellefonte, PA 16823

November 26, 2019
IN REPLY REFER TO
SIR# 44756

AECOM
Brian Cooper
625 West Ridge Pike
Conshohocken, PA 19428

RE: Species Impact Review – SIR#44756
Biological Opinion, Threatened and Endangered Species Special Permit
PennEast Pipeline Project
Moore Township, Northampton County, Pennsylvania

Dear Brian Cooper:

The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) has reviewed the project plans and 
supporting biological survey documents for the PennEast Pipeline Project proposed by PennEast Pipeline 
Company, LLC.  The enclosed document represents the PFBC’s biological opinion about the effects of 
the proposed activity on state listed species, and a Special Permit that authorizes their incidental take. 

Pursuant to the authority under the Fish and Boat Code, 30 Pa.C.S. § § 2102 and 2305, the PFBC 
hereby grants PennEast Pipeline Company, LLC a Special Permit, as per 58 PA Code 75.4 (1)(iii) to take 
threatened and endangered species for purposes of installing the PennEast Pipeline Project.  This permit 
authorizes take, which was determined by the enclosed PFBC Biological Opinion to include the state 
endangered and federally threatened Bog Turtle (2).  The permit conditions outlined in the PFBC 
Special Permit are mandatory.  This Special Permit is valid through the completion of the project, and 
expires on November 30, 2024.  If the project is not completed by November 30, 2024, PennEast Pipeline 
Company, LLC shall reinitiate consultation with the PFBC to re-evaluate project impacts on the state 
listed species, and to determine the appropriateness of the Special Permit and its conditions contained in 
the Biological Opinion.      



2

If you have any questions regarding this Biological Opinion and/or Special Permit, please contact 
me at 814-359-5113, curban@pa.gov or Gregory Lech at 610-847-8772, glech@pa.gov.  Thank you for 
your cooperation and attention to this important matter of species conservation and habitat protection.

Sincerely,

Christopher A. Urban, Chief
Natural Diversity Section

JRA/GPL/dn

cc: Pamela Shellenberger, USFWS

Enclosure

mailto:curban@pa.gov
mailto:glech@pa.gov
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  Division of Environmental Services
Natural Gas Section

595 E Rolling Ridge Dr.
Bellefonte, PA 16823

January 30, 2020
IN REPLY REFER TO
SIR# 44756

AECOM
Brian Cooper
625 W. Ridge Pike
Conshohocken, Pennsylvania 19428

RE: Species Impact Review (SIR) – Rare, Candidate, Threatened and Endangered Species
PNDI Search No. 
PennEast Pipeline Project – Newly proposed aboveground facility
NORTHAMPTON County: 

Dear Brian Cooper:

This responds to your updated Species Impact Review #44756 submitted by e-mail on January 
23, 2020.  This review is limited to the referenced “Newly proposed aboveground facility” near Church 
Road in Bethlehem Township, Northampton County.  

Except for occasional transient species, rare, candidate, threatened or endangered species 
under our jurisdiction are not known to exist in the vicinity of the project area. Therefore, no 
biological assessment or further consultation regarding rare species is needed with the Commission. 
Should project plans change, or if additional information on listed or proposed species becomes available, 
this determination may be reconsidered.

This response represents the most up-to-date summary of the PNDI data and our files and is valid 
for two (2) years from the date of this letter.  An absence of recorded species information does not 
necessarily imply species absence.  Our data files and the PNDI system are continuously being updated 
with species occurrence information.  Should project plans change or additional information on listed or 
proposed species become available, this determination may be reconsidered, and consultation shall be re-
initiated.



SIR # 44756 Page 2 January 30, 2020

If you have any questions regarding this review, please contact Greg Lech at 610-847-8772 
and refer to the SIR # 44756.  Thank you for your cooperation and attention to this important matter of 
species conservation and habitat protection.

Sincerely,

Greg Lech
Natural Gas Section

GPL/dn
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Senior Environmental Scientist 
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