
Summary of Agency Consultations and Communication for 
Threatened and Endangered Species 

 

Date Correspondence Type Subject 

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE (NMFS) 

August 12, 2014 AECOM Consultation Request Project Review for rare, candidate, threatened, and endangered 
species request 

September 18, 2014 NMFS Consultation Response Seasonal limitations for in-water work recommended from March 1 
to June 30 to protect migratory fishes 

January 14, 2015 AECOM Project Update Route Update 

March 30, 2015 AECOM Project Update Route Update 

July 24, 2015 AECOM Project Update Route Update 

December 8, 2015 Email Correspondence NMFS confirmation of in-water work restrictions 

December 17, 2015 AECOM Project Update Route Update 

February 23, 2016 AECOM Project Update Route Update 

September 26, 2016 AECOM Project Update Route Update 

PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES (PADCNR) 

August 12, 2014 AECOM Consultation Request 
Large Project Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) 
review update request 

September 17, 2014 PADCNR Consultation Response Species determined by PFBC to occur within range of the project 

October 24, 2014 AECOM Project Update Route Update 

January 14, 2015 AECOM Project Update Route Update 

February 20, 2015 PADCNR Consultation Response Species determined by PADCNR to occur within range of the 
project; Updated to reflect updated route 

March 30, 2015 AECOM Project Update Route Update 



Date Correspondence Type Subject 

April 6, 2015 PADCNR Consultation Response Species determined by PADCNR to occur within range of the 
project; Updated to reflect updated route 

July 24, 2015 AECOM Project Update Route Update 

October 7, 2015 PADCNR Technical Reports Provided RTE plant survey results  

October 22, 2015 PADCNR Consultation Response 
Species determined by PADCNR to occur within range of the 
project; updated to reflect updated route; no Impact determination 

November 5, 2015 PADCNR Email Correspondence Results of RTE plant surveys discussed 

December 17, 2015 AECOM Project Update Route Update 

February 23, 2016 AECOM Project Update Route Update 

September 26, 2016 AECOM Project Update Route Update 

October 13, 2016 Technical Report AECOM submitted a Botanical Survey report  

October 31, 2016 AECOM Consultation Request Route update and submission of Botanical Survey Report 

January 10, 2017 PADCNR Consultation Response Species determined by PADCNR to potentially occur within the 
Project area; surveys requested. 

April 19, 2018 AECOM Consultation Update 
AECOM submitted a Botanical Survey Report, rare plant mitigation 
plan, and a summary and kmz file of the updated consultation area. 

May 22, 2018 PADCNR Consultation Response PADCNR concurred with survey responses, requested 
modifications to rare plant mitigation plan 

July 9, 2018 Rare Plant Report Notification of incidental observation of a rare plant species  

August 15, 2018 AECOM Consultation update Rare plant survey report, rare plant mitigation plan 

August 24, 2018 PADCNR Consultation Response Final PNDI clearance received from PADCNR 

October 4, 2019 AECOM Data Submission Reported the incidental observation of a rare species, updated Rare 
Plant Mitigation Plan which incorporates new species. 

October 11, 2019 AECOM Route Update 
Provided mapping and preliminary environmental review for a minor 
workspace adjustment proposed in Pinchot State Forest at the 
request of PADCNR Right-of-Way Administration Office. 



Date Correspondence Type Subject 

October 17, 2019 PADCNR Consultation Response The PADCNR confirmed that no new surveys will be requested for 
the Pinchot State Forest reroute. 

January 23, 2020 AECOM Project Update 
Provided mapping and description of the proposed Church Road 
Interconnects and requested agency review. 

February 4, 2020 PADCNR Consultation Response 
The PADCNR confirmed that no new surveys will be requested for 
the Church Road Interconnects, and no impacts are anticipated for 
species under the jurisdiction of the PADCNR. 

PENNSYLVANIA FISH AND BOAT COMMISSION (PFBC) 

August 12, 2014 AECOM Consultation Request Project Review for rare, candidate, threatened, and endangered 
species request 

September 8, 2014 PFBC Consultation Response 
Species determined by PFBC to occur within range of the project; 
Attached were guidelines for multiple species habitat assessments, 
available upon request 

October 24, 2014 AECOM Project Update Route Update 

November 4, 2014 Meeting of multiple parties, 
including PFBC Meeting Minutes 

November 10, 2014 PFBC Consultation Response Species determined by PFBC to occur within range of the project; 
Updated to reflect updated route 

January 14, 2015 AECOM Project Update Route Update 

January 23, 2015 PFBC Consultation 
Species determined by PFBC to occur within range of the project; 
Updated to reflect updated route 

March 30, 2015 AECOM Project Update Route Update 

April 22, 2015 PFBC Consultation Response Species determined by PFBC to occur within range of the project; 
Updated to reflect updated route 

July 15, 2015 AECOM Record of Conversation Discussion of T&E Species Surveys 

July 16, 2015 PFBC Email Correspondence T&E Species Surveys updates 

July 24, 2015 AECOM Project Update Route Update 

August 10, 2015 AECOM Email Correspondence Strategy question regarding timber rattlesnake dens in project area 



Date Correspondence Type Subject 

August 12, 2015 PFBC Consultation Response Species determined by PFBC to occur within range of the project; 
Updated to reflect updated route 

August 20, 2015 PFBC Consultation Response 
Species determined by PFBC to occur within range of the project; 
Updated to reflect updated route 

October 7, 2015 AECOM Technical Reports Provided northern cricket frog and timber rattlesnake survey results 

November 5, 2015 PFBC Consultation Response 
Species determined by PFBC to occur within range of the project; 
Updated to reflect updated route, No impact clearance received for 
Northern Cricket Frog 

November 10, 2015 AECOM Technical Reports Provided technical reports supplements 

December 10, 2015 PFBC Consultation Response Species determined by PFBC to occur within range of the project; 
Updated to reflect updated route 

December 17, 2015 AECOM Project Update Route Update 

January 5, 2016 PFBC Consultation Response 
Species determined by PFBC to occur within range of the project; 
Updated to reflect updated route 

February 23, 2016 AECOM Project Update Route Update 

June 13, 2016 AECOM Consultation Request Request to identify impact by county 

June 15, 2016 PFBC Consultation Response Status update to specifically identify impact by county 

August 01, 2016 AECOM Technical Reports Timber Rattlesnake Phase II Survey Report 

August 31, 2016 PFBC Consultation Response PGBC provided a summary of impacts/recommendations related to 
Timber Rattlesnake 

September 26, 2016 AECOM Project Update Route Update 

October 24, 2016 PFBC Consultation Response 
Species determined by PFBC to occur within range of the project; 
Updated to reflect updated route 

October 31, 2016 AECOM Consultation Request 
Large Project Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) 
review update request for staging areas, access roads, compressor 
station 

April 19, 2018 AECOM Consultation Update 
AECOM submitted an AT/PPL timber rattlesnake habitat 
assessment and presence/absence survey report (available on 
request), a figure illustrating avoidance of impacts to timber 







Date Correspondence Type Subject 

October 11, 2019 AECOM Route Update 
Provided mapping and preliminary environmental review for a minor 
workspace adjustment proposed in Pinchot State Forest at the 
request of PADCNR Right-of-Way Administration Office. 

October 17, 2019 PFBC Consultation Response 
The PFBC confirmed that they will not require additional surveys for 
the Pinchot State Forest reroute. 

November 22, 2019 PFBC Permit Issuance The PGC issued PennEast a Special Take Permit for potential bog 
turtle impacts in Northampton County, PA. 

January 23, 2020 AECOM Project Update Provided mapping and description of the proposed Church Road 
Interconnects and requested agency review. 

January 30, 2020 PFBC Consultation Response 
The PFBC confirmed that no new surveys will be requested for the 
Church Road Interconnects, and no impacts are anticipated to 
species under the jurisdiction of the PFBC. 

PENNSYLVANIA GAME COMMISSION (PGC) 

August 12, 2014 AECOM Consultation Request Project Review for rare, candidate, threatened, and endangered 
species request 

September 22, 2014 PGC Consultation Response Species determined by PGC to occur within range of the project 

September 24, 2014 PGC Consultation Response 
Species determined by PGC to occur within range of the project, 
updated to account for mistake in 1st edition; included Allegheny 
woodrat biology and survey methods attachment 

October 24, 2014 AECOM Project Update Route Update 

December 17, 2014 PGC Consultation Response Species determined by PGC to occur within range of the project; 
revised to reflect route changes 

January 14, 2015 AECOM Project Update Route Update 

January 28, 2015 PGC Consultation Response 
Species determined by PGC to occur within range of the project; 
Revised to reflect route changes 

March 30, 2015 AECOM Project Update Route Update 

May 5, 2015 PGC Consultation Response Species determined by PGC to occur within range of the project; 
Revised to reflect route changes 

May 15, 2015 PGC Consultation Response 
Changes to Bat Survey Protocols in Pennsylvania; (Available upon 
request) 











Date Correspondence Type Subject 

June 10, 2019 Conference Call 

Representatives of the PFBC, USFWS, AECOM, and PennEast 
discussed the need for a Special Take Permit, contents of the 
Biological Assessment, and mitigation options for the Northampton 
County site. 

June 28, 2019 Conference Call 
Representatives of the PFBC, USFWS, AECOM, PennEast, and 
Skelly & Loy discussed potential mitigation options at the 
Northampton County bog turtle site. 

July 18, 2019 AECOM Data Submission 

AECOM provided the PFBC their applicant-prepared, state-level 
Biological Assessment for the Northampton County bog turtle site. 
USFWS was included on this transmission to keep them informed 
of progress. 

July 29, 2019 USFWS Opinion 
The USFWS issued an amended Biological Opinion along with a 
cover letter addressing informal consultation on a number of 
species. 

September 23, 2019 AECOM Data Submission AECOM provided the USFWS with copies of their 2019 bog turtle 
and northeastern bulrush survey reports for Pennsylvania. 

October 11, 2019 AECOM Route Update 
Provided mapping and preliminary environmental review for a minor 
workspace adjustment proposed in Pinchot State Forest at the 
request of PADCNR Right-of-Way Administration Office. 

January 23, 2020 AECOM Project Update 
Provided mapping and description of the proposed Church Road 
Interconnects and requested agency review. 

March 5, 2020 USFWS Consultation Response The USFWS confirmed that no new impacts to federal species are 
anticipated beyond those already addressed in the BO. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources 

  





http://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Conservation/WildPlants/InvasivePlants/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Conservation/WildPlants/InvasivePlants/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.docs.dcnr.pa.gov/cs/groups/public/documents/document/dcnr_20031083.pdf
http://www.docs.dcnr.pa.gov/cs/groups/public/documents/document/dcnr_20031083.pdf


https://www.imapinvasives.org/
https://www.imapinvasives.org/
https://www.paimapinvasives.org/be-on-the-lookout
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Jason Ryndock 
Ecological Information Specialist 
Pennsylvania Department of 
Conservation and Natural 
Resources 
400 Market Street, P.O. Box 8552 
Harrisburg, PA 17105 

AECOM 
625 West Ridge Pike 
Conshohocken, PA 19428 
aecom.com 

January 23, 2020 

PADCNR Reference 
PNDI Large Project #022426 

AECOM Reference 
60414094 

PennEast Pipeline Project - Newly proposed aboveground facility 

Dear Mr. Ryndock, 

On behalf of PennEast Pipeline Company, LLC (PennEast), AECOM Technical Services, Inc. (AECOM) is 
providing your office with the enclosed figure and electronic shapefiles (sent via email) showing a newly 
proposed aboveground facility associated with the PennEast Pipeline Project (Project).  

The proposed Church Road Interconnects will be a metering and regulation (M&R) station at the Project’s 
mainline pipeline intersection with Columbia Gas Transmission, LLC (TCO) and Adelphia Gateway, LLC 
(Adelphia) in Bethlehem Township, Northampton County, Pennsylvania. PennEast proposes to construct 
the M&R station on property owned by PennEast at milepost (MP) 68.2R3 (refer to enclosed figure). A pig 
launcher/receiver will be installed along the Project’s mainline pipeline in the northern portion of the site to 
provide access for internal pipeline inspections during Project operations. Station piping, meter runs, flow 
control valves, heaters, and gas control/remote terminal unit (RTU) buildings will be installed south of the 
PPL easement in the southwestern portion of the site.  

The purpose of the Church Road Interconnects facility is to allow PennEast to construct the Project in two 
phases. The Phase 1 facilities would include all Project facilities from MP 0.0R1 (northern terminus) to MP 
68.2R3 and the Church Road Interconnects; Phase 2 facilities would include all Project facilities from 
MP 68.2R3 to �0�3��114.01R3 and the Transco Receiver Site (southern terminus).  

The parcels which may be affected are almost entirely within the previously surveyed corridors for the 2016 
Certificated Route and the Revised PA Route, for which PennEast has already completed consultations for 
both with your office; however, small portions of the potential workspace for the newly proposed M&R Station 
extend beyond the previously surveyed area. These areas are within a residential property owned by 
PennEast, and do not contain any wetlands, watercourses, or other surface waters. There are several trees 
on the perimeter of the affected properties, which PennEast plans to leave in place as a screen to limit the 
visual impacts of the facility.  

PennEast has previously consulted with the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources (PADCNR) regarding state-listed plant species within the Project study corridor. Based on those 
consultations, PennEast does not anticipate any adverse effects to state-listed plant species as a result of 
the new facility or the phasing of Project construction.  

At this time, on behalf of PennEast, AECOM respectfully asks the PADCNR review the enclosed materials 
and provide any feedback relating to threatened or endangered species under the jurisdiction of the 
PADCNR. If you have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to contact me via 
email or telephone. 
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Kind regards, 
 
 

 
 
Brian Cooper  
Senior Environmental Scientist 
AECOM 
T: 610-832-3500 
E: brian.cooper@aecom.com 

  

enclosures:  Figure (1) 
Electronic shapefile (via email) 

 
cc:  Amber Holly, PennEast 

Casey Monagan, PennEsat 
Sarah Binckley, AECOM 
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  Division of Environmental Services
Natural Gas Section

595 E Rolling Ridge Dr.
Bellefonte, PA 16823

November 26, 2019
IN REPLY REFER TO
SIR# 44756

AECOM
Brian Cooper
625 West Ridge Pike
Conshohocken, PA 19428

RE: Species Impact Review – SIR#44756
Biological Opinion, Threatened and Endangered Species Special Permit
PennEast Pipeline Project
Moore Township, Northampton County, Pennsylvania

Dear Brian Cooper:

The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) has reviewed the project plans and 
supporting biological survey documents for the PennEast Pipeline Project proposed by PennEast Pipeline 
Company, LLC.  The enclosed document represents the PFBC’s biological opinion about the effects of 
the proposed activity on state listed species, and a Special Permit that authorizes their incidental take. 

Pursuant to the authority under the Fish and Boat Code, 30 Pa.C.S. § § 2102 and 2305, the PFBC 
hereby grants PennEast Pipeline Company, LLC a Special Permit, as per 58 PA Code 75.4 (1)(iii) to take 
threatened and endangered species for purposes of installing the PennEast Pipeline Project.  This permit 
authorizes take, which was determined by the enclosed PFBC Biological Opinion to include the state 
endangered and federally threatened Bog Turtle (2).  The permit conditions outlined in the PFBC 
Special Permit are mandatory.  This Special Permit is valid through the completion of the project, and 
expires on November 30, 2024.  If the project is not completed by November 30, 2024, PennEast Pipeline 
Company, LLC shall reinitiate consultation with the PFBC to re-evaluate project impacts on the state 
listed species, and to determine the appropriateness of the Special Permit and its conditions contained in 
the Biological Opinion.      



2

If you have any questions regarding this Biological Opinion and/or Special Permit, please contact 
me at 814-359-5113, curban@pa.gov or Gregory Lech at 610-847-8772, glech@pa.gov.  Thank you for 
your cooperation and attention to this important matter of species conservation and habitat protection.

Sincerely,

Christopher A. Urban, Chief
Natural Diversity Section

JRA/GPL/dn

cc: Pamela Shellenberger, USFWS

Enclosure
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Gregory Lech 
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 
Commission 
Natural Gas Section 
450 Robinson Lane 
Bellefonte, PA 16823 

AECOM 
625 West Ridge Pike 
Conshohocken, PA 19428 
aecom.com 

January 23, 2020 

PFBC Reference  
SIR #44756 

AECOM Reference 
60414094 

PennEast Pipeline Project - Newly proposed aboveground facility 

Dear Mr. Lech, 

On behalf of PennEast Pipeline Company, LLC (PennEast), AECOM Technical Services, Inc. (AECOM) is 
providing your office with the enclosed figure and electronic shapefiles (sent via email) showing a newly 
proposed aboveground facility associated with the PennEast Pipeline Project (Project).  

The proposed Church Road Interconnects will be a metering and regulation (M&R) station at the Project’s 
mainline pipeline intersection with Columbia Gas Transmission, LLC (TCO) and Adelphia Gateway, LLC 
(Adelphia) in Bethlehem Township, Northampton County, Pennsylvania. PennEast proposes to construct 
the M&R station on property owned by PennEast at milepost (MP) 68.2R3 (refer to enclosed figure). A pig 
launcher/receiver will be installed along the Project’s mainline pipeline in the northern portion of the site to 
provide access for internal pipeline inspections during Project operations. Station piping, meter runs, flow 
control valves, heaters, and gas control/remote terminal unit (RTU) buildings will be installed south of the 
PPL easement in the southwestern portion of the site.  

The purpose of the Church Road Interconnects facility is to allow PennEast to construct the Project in two 
phases. The Phase 1 facilities would include all Project facilities from MP 0.0R1 (northern terminus) to MP 
68.2R3 and the Church Road Interconnects; Phase 2 facilities would include all Project facilities from 
MP 68.2R3 to �0�3��114.01R3 and the Transco Receiver Site (southern terminus).  

The parcels which may be affected are almost entirely within the previously surveyed corridors for the 
2016 Certificated Route and the Revised PA Route, for which PennEast has already completed 
consultations for both with your office; however, small portions of the potential workspace for the newly 
proposed M&R Station extend beyond the previously surveyed area. These areas are within a residential 
property owned by PennEast, and do not contain any wetlands, watercourses, or other surface waters. 
There are several trees on the perimeter of the affected properties, which PennEast plans to leave in 
place as a screen to limit the visual impacts of the facility.  

PennEast has previously consulted with the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) regarding 
state-listed species within the Project study corridor. Based on these consultations, and because no 
impacts to streams, wetlands, or other surface waters are planned at or near this site, PennEast does not 
anticipate any adverse effects to state-listed species as a result of the new facility or the phasing of 
Project construction.  

At this time, on behalf of PennEast, AECOM respectfully asks that the PFBC review the enclosed 
materials and provide any relating to threatened or endangered species under the jurisdiction of the 
PFBC. If you have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to contact me via email 
or telephone. 
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Kind regards, 
 
 

 
 
Brian Cooper  
Senior Environmental Scientist 
AECOM 
T: 610-832-3500 
E: brian.cooper@aecom.com 

  

enclosures:  Figure (1) 
Electronic shapefile (via email) 

 
cc:  Amber Holly (PennEast) 

Casey Monagan (PennEast) 
Sarah Binckley (AECOM) 
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