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• Published October 22, 2015

• Requires CAFOs to report information electronically, instead of filing 
written, paper reports

• Two-phased approach to implementation

• CAFO Annual Report is included in the data elements captured in Phase 2.

• Original Phase 2 deadline for implementation: December 21, 2020.

• Extended on November 2, 2020

• Current Phase 2 deadline for implementation: December 21, 2025.

• Final rule provides states with flexibility to request additional time if needed.

Background: National Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systems (NPDES) 
Electronic Reporting (eReporting) Rule



Goals: eReporting System for the Submission of the CAFO 
Annual Reporting

Comply with EPA’s 
eReporting Rule

01
Increase submission 
workflow efficiencies

02
Increase review and 
acknowledgment 
workflow efficiencies

03



Timeline

October 22, 2015
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System Development
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Tentative

Mandatory Use

If soft release is deemed 
successful, the permittee shall 

submit the CAFO Annual Report 
to DEP electronically, using the 
CAFO eReporting System, upon 
receipt of written notification 

from DEP.

December 21, 2025

Current deadline for 
implementation of EPA’s 

eReporting Rule



Timeline

October 22, 2015

EPA published the NPDES 
Electronic Reporting Rule 

(eReporting Rule)

2021-2023

System Development

2023 Annual 
Report

Pilot Test

Select CAFOs and consultants 
submitted the 2023 Annual 
Report via the eReporting 

System and provided feedback 
for improvements before wide 

release

Spring 2024

System Improvements

implemented to the CAFO 
eReporting System based on 

Pilot Tester feedback

Summer-Fall 
2024

Outreach 

to CAFOs and Certified Nutrient 
Management Specialists

RE: 2024 Soft Release 

2024 Annual 
Report

Soft Release

CAFO eReporting System is open 
to all CAFOs reporting on the 

crop year

Spring 2025

Evaluation

of Soft Release

Summer-Fall 
2025

Outreach

to CAFOs and Certified Nutrient 
Management Specialists

RE: 2025 Mandatory Use

2025 Annual 
Report

Tentative

Mandatory Use

If soft release is deemed 
successful, the permittee shall 

submit the CAFO Annual Report 
to DEP electronically, using the 
CAFO eReporting System, upon 
receipt of written notification 

from DEP.

December 21, 2025

Current deadline for 
implementation of EPA’s 

eReporting Rule



eReporting Basics: Development

System Development
Requirements Gathering

System Development

DEP User Testing

Pilot Test
CAFO Users

Consultant Users

DEP Reviewer Users

DEP Administrator Users

System Improvement
Auto-populate functionality 

(from_previous year’s submission)

Electronic storage in DEP’s OnBase 
(for program staff access)



eReporting Basics: User Roles

CAFO Users

• Viewer
• Can view reports but cannot enter data or submit 

reports.

• CAFO Account Manager can designate an employee

• Preparer
• Can view and enter data into reports but cannot 

submit reports.

• CAFO Account Manager can designate employee

• Certifier
• Can view, enter data, and submit reports.

• Should be a DEP point of contact for the CAFO

• Requires Trading Partner Agreement (TPA) Form

• Account Manager
• Can view, enter data, submit reports, and add or 

remove other users

• Should be a DEP point of contact for the CAFO

• Requires Trading Partner Agreement (TPA) Form

Consultant Users

• Viewer
• Can view reports but cannot enter data or submit 

reports.

• CAFO Account Manager can designate a consultant

• Preparer
• Can view and enter data into reports but cannot 

submit reports.

• CAFO Account Manager can designate a consultant

• Consultant Account Manager
• Only to be used when the CAFO does not have 

access to a computer and internet

• Can view, enter data, submit reports, and add or 
remove other users

• Requires signed Permittee Certification Form

DEP Users

• DEP Regional Reviewer
• Can review and acknowledge reports

• DEP Administrator
• Can approve DEP Regional Reviewer access requests

• Can approve Account Manager, Certifier and 
Consultant Account Manager access requests



CAFO Account 
Manager requests 

access in GreenPort

DEP Administrator 
approves 

GreenPort access 
for CAFO Account 

Manager

CAFO Account 
Manager approves 
Preparer role for 

Consultant 

Consultant Preparer 
enters CAFO Annual 

Report data in 
eReporting System 

CAFO Account 
Manager signs and 

submits report

DEP Regional 
Reviewer 

acknowledges the 
Annual Report

eReporting Basics: Workflow



Timeline

October 22, 2015

EPA published the NPDES 
Electronic Reporting Rule 

(eReporting Rule)

2021-2023

System Development

2023 Annual 
Report

Pilot Test

Select CAFOs and consultants 
submitted the 2023 Annual 
Report via the eReporting 

System and provided feedback 
for improvements before wide 

release

Spring 2024

System Improvements

implemented to the CAFO 
eReporting System based on 

Pilot Tester feedback

Summer-Fall 
2024

Outreach 

to CAFOs and Certified Nutrient 
Management Specialists

RE: 2024 Soft Release 

2024 Annual 
Report

Soft Release

CAFO eReporting System is open 
to all CAFOs reporting on the 

crop year

Spring 2025

Evaluation

of Soft Release

Summer-Fall 
2025

Tentative

Outreach

to CAFOs and Certified Nutrient 
Management Specialists

RE: 2025 Mandatory Use

2025 Annual 
Report

Tentative

Mandatory Use

If soft release is deemed 
successful, the permittee shall 

submit the CAFO Annual Report 
to DEP electronically, using the 
CAFO eReporting System, upon 
receipt of written notification 

from DEP.

December 21, 2025

Current deadline for 
implementation of EPA’s 

eReporting Rule



2024 Soft Release Outreach Strategy & Submission Schedule

Coordination with industry 
representatives on the AAB

Ongoing

Notify Certified NM Specialists of 
the September 4, 2024, webinar 
and voluntary use of the 
eReporting System for submission 
of the 2024 Annual Report

Early July

Advisory Board notification and 
discussion

August 21, 2024

Introductory live webinar open to 
all CAFOs and consultants on 
September 4 at 9am. 

September 4, 2024

As part of DEP’s annual winter 
letter, to all CAFOs, DEP notifies 
all CAFOs of the voluntary use of 
the eReporting System for 
submission of the 2024 Annual 
Report

Mid-Late September

On-demand step-by-step instruction 
on the use of the eReporting 
System on DEP’s Clean Water 
Academy and open to the public.

Currently available – Updates 
complete by Mid-September

Mid-September

eReporting System will begin 
accepting data for the 2024 
Annual Report

October 1, 2024

CAFOs with liquid or semi-solid 
manure may begin submission of 
the 2024 Annual Report

December 15, 2024

Deadline for submission of the 
2024 Annual Report for all CAFOs 
covered by the PAG-12

December 31, 2024



• eReporting System for the submission of the CAFO Annual Report will 
be open for voluntary use by all CAFOs reporting on the crop year on 
October 1, 2024.

• Plan for additional time the first year to:

• Establish roles and access

• Enter foundational CAFO information

• Significant time savings are anticipated for the CAFO or consultant in 
the 2nd year submission.

• DEP is moving toward mandatory use of the eReporting System in 
compliance with EPA’s eReporting rule as soon as 2025.

Summary



Kate Bresaw
Environmental Group Manager

Bureau of Watershed Restoration and Nonpoint Source Management
Agriculture Compliance Section

717-772-5650
krbresaw@pa.gov

mailto:krbresaw@pa.gov

