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Center for Ag Conservation Assistance Training (CACAT)

- Formed in 2023

- Funded by the PA State 
Conservation Commission via 
ACAP

- Part of Penn State Extension 

- Educational Programs and 
Technical Assistance



Expanding PA's Ag Conservation Workforce Skills

Existing and Future Workforce Development

New and Experienced Ag Conservation Professionals

- On-the-job Training

Future Ag-Con Professionals

- Undergraduate and K-12 Education

Annual Conferences

Field Days

Workshops Webinars

Expos

Videos

New Ag Eng 
Courses

Career 
Fairs

Guest 
Presenters



Expanding PA's Ag Conservation Workforce Skills

Training: Three Major Subject Areas

AGRICULTURAL LITERACY AG CONSERVATION 

PRACTICES

AG CONSERVATION 

FUNDING & PROGRAM 

ADMINISTRATION



Expanding PA's Ag Conservation Workforce Skills

2023-2024 CACAT Events

44 Total Webinars, Workshops, Conferences, and Field Days

AG 

LITERACY

CONSERVATION 

PRACTICES
ADMIN & 

FUNDING
ACAP ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE

ACAP ADMIN 

TRAINING

ACAP AG 

KEYSTONES

ACAP Staff

NRCS Staff

Other Ag Con Pros

217 8218912093112340



Expanding PA's Ag Conservation Workforce Skills

Undergraduate Education

- Two new courses in Ag & Bio 

Engineering Dept

- Spring, Summer, and Fall 

Internships

- Career Fair Recruitment and 

Participation

- Faculty exposure to ag conservation 

and local ACAP projects



Expanding PA's Ag Conservation Workforce Skills

Practice Approval System (PAS)

A partnership of SCC, CACAT, and selected 
Contract Engineer (HRG) 

Framework for training, approval, and 
tracking of qualified conservation 
professionals working under this system.

A path for PA’s conservation district employees to design, review, and approve 

conservation practices that do not require certification by a registered professional 

engineer under the applicable laws or regulations of PA.



Expanding PA's Ag Conservation Workforce Skills

PAS Certification Packages

Watering 

Systems 

Grazing 

Management 

Barnyard 

Stormwater 

Cropland 

Stormwater 

Cropland 

Practices

Stream 

Corridor

Current Future





Expanding PA's Ag Conservation Workforce Skills

Emergency Temporary Approval for PAS



Technical Assistance

Technical Assistance

Site Visits 
Post-application visit for projects with little previous 

planning

ACAP Project Proposals (I&Es) Moving a project application to a project contract

Practice Design Services

Project Checkout Services Includes bidding to project certification



Technical Assistance

Engineering Assistance Request Program (EARP)



ACAP Outreach Assistance

ACAP PROMOTIONAL TOOL 
DEVELOPMENT

SUCCESS STORIES (PRINT 
AND VIDEO)

EXHIBITING AT FARMER 
EVENTS (IN PARTNERSHIP 

WITH DISTRICTS)

TARGETED WATERSHED 
PROJECT IDENTIFICATION 

AND OUTREACH

https://www.youtube.com/@pascc2301/playlists

https://www.youtube.com/@pascc2301/playlists


Ag Conservation Events, News, and Job Postings

https://extension.psu.edu/cacat



GIS Tool Development



Questions?
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