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Background 
Information

• Developed annually since 2016

• Showcases accomplishments of 

agricultural inspections in PA

• Information derived from a 

reporting database

• 10th year milestone



2024/2025 
Chesapeake 
Bay Agricultural 
Inspections
County Locations and Total Number 

of Completed Agricultural 

Inspections by Inspection Type



Agricultural 
Inspection 
Summary by Year
Farms and Agriculture Acres 

Inspected within Pennsylvania’s 

portion of the Chesapeake Bay 

Watershed Since the Inception of 

the Expanded Agricultural 

Inspection Program



2024/2025 BMP 
Implementation
Percent of Operations Evaluated 

Meeting the BMP Implementation 

Requirements of the MMP and Ag E&S 

Plan



2024/2025 
Administratively 
Complete Ag Plans
Percent of Administratively Complete 

Plans Found at the Time of Inspection 

for Agricultural Operations Required to 

Have and Implement the Plan(s)



Referrals by Year
The total referrals to the DEP Bureau of 

Watershed Restoration and Nonpoint 

Source Management for continued non-

compliance for plan-only violations and 

enforcement actions taken on those 

operations



Nutrient 
Management 
BMPs
•Over 824,645 reportable acres of 
core nitrogen and core phosphorus

•Over 274,894 acres of 
supplemental nutrient management 
BMPs (nitrogen and phosphorus 
rate, timing, and placement 
combined)



BMP 
Verification

• Over 8,032 BMPs will be reported as 
verified for the first time

• For BMPs not to fall out of the CAST 
modeling scenarios after their 
reporting lifespan, BMP reverification is 
necessary

• Over 1,617 BMP records will be 
reported as reverified

• Of these reverified BMPs, 94% passed 
the inspection



Agricultural 
Structural BMP 
Heat Map
• Structural BMPs, such as grassed 
waterways, manure storage 
facilities, diversions, etc. were 
implemented across the watershed 
and reported for 2025.

• The Chesapeake Bay Technician 
and Engineers were integral in 
getting these designed and 
installed.



2024/2025 

Accomplishments 

and Challenges

Despite the following challenges, during 
this year, the program inspected more 
than 230,000 acres (7.4% of all agricultural 
acres in PA’s portion of the Bay watershed) 
on more than 2,200 farms:

• Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza

• Staffing turnover

• Increased numbers of Phase 2 inspections

• Decreased farm size

Short of the annual program goal of 10% 
but not bad, considering these challenges!



Summary

• There were great accomplishments of 

the agricultural inspection in PA for 

2024-2025 but there were many 

challenges that resulted in decreased 

results as compared to the previous 

reporting years.

• Celebrated 10th year milestone

• Able to continue to report the good 

work that the PA agricultural 

community is doing.



Get In Touch

The Department of Environmental Protection’s mission is to protect Pennsylvania’s air, land and water resources and to provide for the health and 

safety of its residents and visitors, consistent with the rights and duties established under the Environmental Rights Amendment (Article 1, Section 27 

of the Pennsylvania Constitution). 

Krista Crone
Bureau of Watershed Restoration and Nonpoint Source Management

Agriculture Compliance Section

717-772-3369 / krcrone@pa.gov
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