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Pennsylvania

Department of
Environmental Protection

Water Resources Advisory Committee (WRAC) Meeting
Meeting Minutes | May 13, 2026, 9:30 AM - 12:00 PM

Rachel Carson State Office Building, 400 Market Street Room 105, Harrisburg, PA 17101
and Microsoft® Teams online.

Call to Order, Introductions, & Attendance — Matthew Genchur, Chair
The meeting was called to order by Chair Matthew Genchur at 9:35 a.m. Jay Braund conducted a
roll call and of the 14-member committee, 8 members were present. A quorum was established.

The following committee members were present:

Chair Matthew Genchur............ccccoeceeennee. Resource Environmental Solutions (RES)
Vice-chair Beth Uhler..........coccooieiiiiniiiiiiiiecs Center for Watershed Protection
Harry Campbell.........cccooiiviiniiniiiiiiiinieceececeeen Chesapeake Bay Foundation
Alexandra Chiaruttini..........ccceeeeveerieeiieeniieesienieeieeeeesieenens The York Water Company
Andrew Dehoff...........ccoooiiiiii Susquehanna River Basin Commission
John Jackson, Ph.D......cooovieiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeee e, Stroud Water Research Center
MYTON ATNOWILE....eeiiiiiiiiiieste e ettt Clean Water Action
COry Miller...oviiiiiiiieieeieeeeee et University Area Joint Authority
The following committee members were absent:

Dean Miller......cooeieeiiiiiiiiieieeceie e Pennsylvania Water Environment Association
Jenifer Christman.............ccooveviiiiiiniiiiiceee e Western Pennsylvania Conservancy
Kristen Kavanagh, P.E........................................... Delaware River Basin Commission
Theo Light, Ph.D.cooiiiiiiiiiiiiie e Shippensburg University

Review and Approval of Minutes from March 11, 2026, Meeting (Action) — Matthew
Genchur, Chair

Chair Genchur requested consideration of the March 11, 2026, draft meeting minutes.

Motion: Beth Uhler made a motion to approve the meeting minutes from March with John Jackson
seconding the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

Public Comment — Matthew Genchur, Chair

There were no public comments.



2024 Chesapeake Bay Agricultural Inspections Annual Summary — Krista Crone,
Environmental Group Manager, Bureau of Watershed Restoration and Nonpoint
Source Management

Krista Crone provided the Committee with a summary of the 2024-2025 Annual Report for the
progress that was made for the Chesapeake Bay Agricultural Inspection Program.

John Jackson inquired about remaining Phase One inspections. Krista responded that there is not
a quantifiable number regarding operations left that need an initial inspection, but that there are
many small farms still available to inspect. John followed up by asking when will the priority
shift from the management plan is present to the plan is being implemented. Krista stated that
there are some individual offices that are focused on phase two, but when it is a new operator,
they must ensure a plan is present.

Draft Revisions to Act 537 Regulations Chapters 71, 72 and 73— Tomisa Kiskadden,
Environmental Group Manager, Bureau of Clean Water

Tomisa Kiskadden provided the Committee with a high-level overview of the proposed draft
revisions to the Sewage Planning Regulations under Chapters 71, 72, & 73.

Harry Campbell inquired as to how these updates will affect the health and conditions of rivers
and streams. Tomisa responded stating that the first part is planning for the future and
acknowledged that the Sewage Facilities Act of 1966 did great things, but we’re now realizing
that one septic system may not be enough for a lot. Tomisa noted the importance of proactive
planning so that clear repair or replacement options are available if a sewage malfunction on a
property contributes to pollution. Tomisa acknowledged that this is a multiple layer process, as
the septic systems need to be installed correctly and then maintained so that if a malfunction
occurs, it is caught before it goes on for years. Jay Patel then responded, stating the importance
of having up to date municipal official plans and that relying on 50- or 60-year-old county
comprehensive sewage plans isn’t sufficient, but it is still occurring. Jay continued that keeping
plans up to date and identifying areas of need will go a long way.

Myron Arnowitt asked what seems to be the Sewage Advisory Committee’s (SAC) biggest
concerns moving forward. Tomisa responded that SAC discussed being able to understand the
regulation requirements, as well as what the cost will be. Tomisa also stated that there were lot of
technical comments, so they are working to ensure understanding of those technical comments
and what that means for Sewage Enforcement Officers and Municipal Officials. Jay followed
again, stating how diverse the Sewage Advisory Committee is, making it hard to nail down one
concern. Jay continued that a few of the key concerns are the existing requirements for sewage
management, in that municipalities are obligated to ensure proper sewage disposal in their
borders, which include operations and maintenance, which has not been implemented across the
state consistently, especially in the more rural areas. Jay continued that manufacturers are also
concerned about the requirements and being able to ensure their systems are approved in



Pennsylvania. Myron then discussed how beneficial this could be in terms of inspection and
enforcement. Tomisa responded that clarity is a goal of the updated regulations.

Alexandra Chiaruttini commented that this revision will re-educate or put this issue back on the
radar screen and will continue the need for the Department and the municipalities to implement
the plans and programs that are falling by the wayside. Alexandra then stated that this will
probably require some enforcement, which is always tough.

Tom Graupensperger with Tri-County Regional Planning Commission asked what the overall
timeline is to get to the final product. Tomisa responded that it is difficult to determine at this
point. Tom followed up, stating that they’re looking at a number of municipal Act 537 plans and
they didn’t want to get into it too quickly. Tom continued, stating they have the Data Center
concerns. Jay Patel responded that the regulatory agenda says 3™ quarter this year to the EQB for
the proposed updates and that once the rulemaking is adopted by the EQB, then it’s public
notice, where there is a 2-year clock, so we’re talking several years. Jay continued that in his 20
years with the commonwealth, he has never seen a package this comprehensive with 3 chapters.
Tom asked if there is a section available that can be reviewed relative to shallow limiting zone
areas, stating that they’re trying to get folks to create living filters and to utilize what’s out there,
rather than clearing lots, which creates stormwater and other issues. Tomisa responded that she
would send everyone the link to the Sewage Advisory Committee webpage, then showed the
location of the draft regulations. Charlie Klinger responded that Chapter 73 talks about installing
the systems, while Chapter 71 discusses the need for investigation while planning. Charlie stated
that section 73.15(a) talks about morphological investigations, which are for shallow limiting
zones at less than 20 inches. Charlie continued that the idea in Perry County is to have better
treatment of the vertical bedded shale, ahead of infiltration through an absorption area. Tom
responded that the challenges are how often and quickly it changes in those areas, that limits
construction or home building in those areas. Brian Chalfant stated the versions of the proposed
regulations on the Sewage Advisory Committee website are the first draft and the second drafts
are currently being worked on. Chair Matthew Genchur then thanked everyone for the discussion
and followed up stating that links and PowerPoints will typically be sent out afterwards.

General Discussion/Agenda Topics Request — Matthew Genchur, Chair

Matthew Genchur reminded the Committee members that the next meeting will be July 8, 2026.
Tom Graupensperger raised concerns about Data Centers and the impact they have on
temperatures and waterways, including small tributaries and many other environmental concerns.
Myron Arnowitt followed up, adding a question about how the department is approaching water
permits around Data Centers. Chair Genchur then asked Jay Braund if there is anything
additional and Jay responded there is not.

Adjournment — Matthew Genchur, Chair

Motion: Andrew Dehoff made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Chair Genchur then stated a
second was not needed and thanked everyone for attending. The meeting adjourned at 11:03 a.m.



Next Meeting: Wednesday, July 8, 2026



