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RE:
Follow-ups to CAC Meetings
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March 27, 2006

The follow-up items resulting from Council’s monthly meetings are provided below as a mechanism to better track issues and commitments.  Requests from previous meetings that remain unresolved are also included; current notations and comments are italicized.  As items are resolved, they will be removed from future reports.

From the March 2006 meeting:

· First, I note the need for two clarifications:
· Last month, we asked to be added to the distribution list for approved regulatory development memos and other relevant correspondence, in order to provide an early notification of regulations and initiatives as they enter the pipeline.  In the written March DEP Report, DEP committed to “…work with Council to ensure that members are aware of initiatives early in the process.”  While this commitment is appreciated and will prove valuable, there remains a need for us also to be formally included in the department’s internal process, as we have suggested.  We again request that we be added as a recipient of documentation related to the development of regulations and other initiatives.
· The March report to the CAC also indicates that, with regard to the various workgroups related to the Department's Tributary Strategy, “…the Citizens' Advisory Council has representation on the Group and all workgroups.”  Council staff has been added to the various distribution lists in order to better track the discussion related to the various issues involved.  Council does not have representation on all the workgroups.
· It has again become apparent during our discussion of the draft mercury regulation that there is a need for the department to develop decision documents, including supporting information and research, to clarify and justify the decisions made in navigating controversial and complex issues, especially when confronted with contradictory information from the various parties.
From the February 2006 meeting:

· We appreciate your suggestion that the Department update the Council in May on the themes being built into all of the regulatory program reviews/revisions.  Staff will schedule this as a May agenda item.

· A number of Council members expressed frustration with what seems to be the continued lack of collaboration and department openness.  Council's executive committee was encouraged by the discussion we had with you in November and was hopeful of improved collaboration and communication.  However, we have continued to observe ongoing resistance by the Department until significant pressure is brought by a variety of sources, especially in the development of major initiatives such as the stormwater manual, the mercury regulation, and the tributary strategy and nutrient trading.  We continue to advocate for the need to commit early on to good public process, especially in the development of critical initiatives such as those listed above.

· On a more pragmatic note, Council staff continues to meet with relevant DEP staff regarding formalizing a process for reviewing and coordinating advisory committee input on Departmental initiatives.  We have suggested that Council be added to the distribution list for approved regulatory development memos and other relevant correspondence, in order to provide an early notification of regulations and initiatives as they enter the pipeline.

From the November 2005 meeting:

· Council will be inviting the Deputy Secretary for Field Operations to an upcoming Administrative Oversight Committee meeting to discuss enhancing consistency among regions and the committee’s identified priorities.

From the September 2005 meeting:

· A copy of draft regulatory language implementing the Waste Redux initiative, when available.  DEP has indicated that this will be provided when available.
From the January 2005 meeting:

· Council requests the latest proposed language for remaining legislative initiatives such as grayfields when available.  DEP has indicated that items will be provided when available.
Thank you for your attention to these matters.  If you have any questions, please contact Sue Wilson at 787-4527.
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