Wind Energy – Siting & Permitting - 2006
Oregon

State Process – 105 MW or Greater

Guidelines are outlined in the state’s energy policy for facilities with a generating capacity of 105 MW or greater.  

All permitting is coordinated through the Oregon Dept of Energy.  The lead agency is the Oregon Energy Facility Siting Council (Council).  This allows for one public hearing and one avenue of judicial appeal (the Oregon Supreme Court).

State law requires a permit, (or site certification), before construction of any large wind energy facility can commence.  The Council has primary responsibility for permitting.

If the Council issues a site certification for a particular facility, the certification is viewed as a consolidated state permit and other state and local permits required for the project are required to be issued subject to the terms of the Council’s site certification, possibly including land use, water and wetland issues, fill, and other required environmental permits.

Local Process – Less than 105 MW
The local wind energy facility siting process, for facilities with a generating capacity of less than 105 MW, are much more complicated that the consolidated state process.

Developers should first apply to the local land use planning authority where the facility is proposed and follow their procedures for a conditional use permit.  They should concurrently begin to contact other required state agencies to ensure the qualification of the proposed project with existing state regulation.  State agencies are not bound by the issuance of a local government conditional use permit.

Each locale is responsible for their own procedures and ordinances, leading to variances and at times uncertainty about what standards will be applied.
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Wisconsin

Facility Capacity greater than 100 kilowatts (& taller than 170’)

A model ordinance was promulgated in 2005 to provide a framework for counties and towns in Wisconsin, including reasonable restrictions.

The ordinance provides recommendations for addressing issues such as visual appearance, noise standards, land use and setbacks, clearances, signal interference and safety related matters.

The lead state agencies involved in wind energy facility siting and permitting are the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin and the Department of Administration.  They act in cooperation with the Dept of Natural Resources which has released a guidance document “Considering Natural Resource Issues in Windfarm Siting in Wisconsin – A Guidance.” The document recommends the delineation of certain resources via GIS overlay maps and consideration of the US Fish and Wildlife Service guidelines. The Dept of Natural Resources also recommends the conduction of a wildlife evaluation for any site under serious consideration for wind energy facility development.

Critics of the model wind ordinance felt that it was seriously flawed and it contained both recommendations that were unfounded and not restrictive enough.

The Wisconsin Dept Of Administration, in 2008, removed the model ordinance from it’s web site.

Facility Capacity less than 100 kilowatts
A model small wind energy ordinance, designed as a permitted use ordinance by the focus on Energy Program, has been developed for local government zoning and permitting officials to use.  This model was developed through the collaboration of state and local government agencies and associations, the National Renewable Energy Laboratory, and Focus on Energy (which is an organization comprised of industry and government that assists eligible businesses and individuals in obtaining timely implementation of wind energy projects).
It is recommended that individuals first check on local zoning requirements, as they are variable, prior to applying for any remaining necessary permits.  With each town or county having their own ordinances and requirements the process can be difficult to navigate.
Wind Energy – Siting & Permitting - 2008
Ohio

Facility Capacity of Greater Than 5 Megawatts of Electricity
The Ohio Power Siting Board (Board), in the Ohio Department of Energy, which is under the Department of Development, has siting authority.  Developers apply for and acquire an environmental compatibility and public need certification from the Board.  This “one-stop” process is possible because all of Ohio’s 11 entities involved with approving the application are all seated on the Board.  The Board membership includes: the chair of the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO); the directors of the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, the Ohio Departments of Agriculture, Development, Health, and Natural Resources; and a public member. The public member is to be an engineer and is appointed by the governor from a list of nominees by the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel. Four non-voting legislative members are also on the Board: two from the Ohio House of Representatives and two from the Ohio Senate. 

The Board’s application requirements include a complete description and analyses of the proposed facility’s project area and appropriate technical data (including elements with-in a 5 mile radius surrounding the project), and a detailed project summary and schedule.  Financial and operation and maintenance information is reviewed as well as an outline of possible environmental, social, and economic impacts from the facility.  The developer is also required to describe mitigation efforts to be taken should they be necessary and how they plan to minimize potential impacts.
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Federal

US Fish & Wildlife Service – Interim Guidelines to Avoid and Minimize Impacts from Wind Turbines (2003)

This guidance was created to aid the wind energy industry in avoiding or minimizing

impacts to wildlife and wildlife habitats through: (1) proper evaluation of potential facility sites, (2) the correct location and design of turbines and structures, and (3) pre- and post-construction monitoring to assess wildlife impacts. These guidelines are voluntary and will be modified as necessary based upon field performance, public comments, and on scientific and technical developments. 
The site evaluation procedures found in the guidelines are to be utilized for wind energy facilities proposed on federal lands.
Wind Turbine Guidelines Advisory Committee
The Department of the Interior, in October 2007, after the review of public comments received in response to the US Fish & Wildlife Service – Interim Guidelines to Avoid and Minimize Impacts from Wind Turbines (2003), chose to create an advisory committee.

The committee consists of 22 individuals representing varied interests including: government agencies, wildlife conservation interests, and the wind energy industry.  The committee functions as an advisory body to the US Department of the Interior and is to provide recommendations on effective measures to avoid and minimize impacts to wildlife and habitat as they relate to wind energy facilities.  The committee is also to assist with coordinating an evaluation process, standardizing an approach and requirements, and achieving compliance with State and Federal laws and treaties.  The advisory committee’s webpage is: www.fws.gov/habitatconservation/windpower/wind_turbine_advisory_committee.html
National Wind Coordinating Collaborative (NWCC)
The NWCC is a consensus-based collaborative that identifies wind energy issues, works to establish dialogue with key groups, and supports the development of environmentally and economically sustainable commercial markets for wind energy.  The collaborative consists of representatives of: economic development interests; the power industry; environmental organizations; federal, state, and tribal government entities; and the wind industry. 
Current activities of the collaborative involve addressing issues such as the electric transmission of wind energy and its integration into the power system as well as identifying related wildlife interaction and habitat related issues.  Numerous resource documents, case studies, and guidelines have been published and our available.  This includes Permitting of Wind Energy Facilities (2003), which addresses a broader range of topics than the US Fish and Wildlife Service’s guidelines.
