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To Whom It May Concern: 

Section 108(a) of the Clean Air Act (CAA) directs EPA to identify certain pollutants which “may reasonably be anticipated to endanger public health and welfare” and to issue air quality criteria for them. These air quality criteria are to “accurately reflect the latest scientific knowledge useful in indicating the kind and extent of all identifiable effects on public health or welfare which may be expected from the presence of [a] pollutant in the ambient air.”
Under section 109 of the CAA, EPA is then to establish NAAQS for each pollutant for which EPA has issued criteria. Section 109(d) of the CAA subsequently requires periodic review and, if appropriate, revision of existing air quality criteria to reflect advances in scientific knowledge on the effects of the pollutant on public health and welfare. The EPA is also to revise the NAAQS, if appropriate, based on the revised criteria.

Lead is one of six criteria pollutants for which EPA has established air quality criteria and NAAQS. Presently, EPA is reviewing the criteria and NAAQS for lead.  While we recognize that lead concentrations in the air we breathe have decreased dramatically, lead still poses a threat to public health and welfare, particularly in environmental justice communities.  We believe that it would be a serious error to de-list lead as a regulated pollutant.  Abandonment of a national standard for lead air pollution would roll back 30 years of progress and increase health risks to millions of Americans.
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� The Council is a legislatively created advisory committee charged with reviewing all environmental issues, legislation, regulations, policies and programs relating to Pennsylvania.





