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I. Pending Issues

From the July 2007 meeting:

· The Department’s July Report to the CAC stated that DEP is not permitted to disclose legislative analysis.  This was in response to Council’s request at the June meeting for a copy of the bill analysis for HB1206 and a related senate bill   We were surprised by this response because Council’s enabling legislation states that Council “shall have access to all books, papers, documents and records pertaining or belonging to the Department
” Policy Director Heffner agreed to further investigate this issue.

· DEP is not permitted to share legislative analysis until such analysis has been approved by the Governor’s Office.  However, the DEP is permitted to prepare documentation specifically for the CAC that analyses the positive and negative aspects of a proposed piece of legislation.  In addition, DEP is allowed to share any letters it sends to members of the General Assembly.  As always, DEP management and staff can be scheduled to discuss any piece of legislation in which the Council is interested.  

· Earlier this month, Council sent a letter to Deputy Secretary Myers recommending that the Department take more time to consider the best way to improve this far-reaching program.  Council has offered to work with the Sewage Advisory Committee and the Department in putting together and implementing a public input plan to solicit input from a broad range of stakeholders.

· A letter, dated September 4, 2007, from Deputy Secretary Cathy Myers has been sent to the CAC to address this question.

· Dave Strong requested more information on the recent agreement with New Jersey on dredging.

· Included in Attachment A, please find the NJ-PA Dredging Agreement and two press releases from the Governor’s Office regarding the dual-state dredging project.

From the June 2007 meeting:

· While discussing the budget and proposed fee increases, a request was made for documentation supporting the level of the proposed fee increases.

· As the Policy Office reviews proposed fee increases to regulatory programs, it will share specific information with the CAC.  This information may include; background, rationale for fee increases, and suspected impact to the regulated community.  Information will be shared during the normal course of regulation development. 

From the May 2007 meeting:

· At the April meeting, we had requested a copy of the existing protocol used for interagency coordination and communication when assessing potential health impacts from an environmental incident or contamination.  It is our understanding that protocols for communication and coordination between the Department of Environmental Protection and DOH are in the process of being negotiated via a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA).  A former Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the agencies, which outlined protocols for coordination at hazardous waste sites, expired in 2002.  We respectfully request a copy when it is available, the conditions under which it will be triggered, and an explanation of how the protocols and procedures will improve communication and coordination among pertinent agencies and communication with the interested public.
· The DEP Policy Office now has a dedicated DOH liaison, Rob Altenburg, who will serve as the point person for the Environmental Public Health Tracking project, joint press releases and assessment coordination.  The addition of Mr. Altenburg will augment coordination and communication between the DOH and DEP.  In addition, a facilitated session between the DEP and DOH central office and field staff is being planned.  The goal of the session is the development of a “protocol” to encourage more routine communication between DEP’s regional directors and the DOH equivalent.  

II. Priority Issues

Water Management
NPDES Post-Construction Stormwater Permitting Process: At the April 17, 2007, meeting of the CAC, staff distributed copies of the Department’s Stormwater initiatives to expedite the permit review process for NPDES Permits for Stormwater Discharges associated with Construction Activities.  This included information on the Department’s Interim Expedited Review Option that is now available to applicants.  Information on the stormwater initiatives can be accessed at http://www.depweb.state.pa.us (DEP Keywords:  “Stormwater”). 
On May 21, 2007 the revised NPDES permit application for construction activities was completed and posted for immediate availability from the DEP website.  DEP also posted qualified consultants that submitted a complete and acceptable Request for Information (RFI) proposal.  This list will provide permit applicants who wish to employ a qualified consultant to assist in providing quality permit applications as identified in the DEP Interim Expedited Review Options.  Finally DEP provided stormwater management technical training for conservation district and DEP regional staff on May 23-25 in State College.   

· As a follow up to the May 23-25 training, some additional changes will be made to the NPDES permit application form.  We anticipate those changes to be completed and will replace the current version by 

July 5th. To date, these changes are still being developed.

· A workshop has been scheduled for July 11, 2007 in the second floor auditorium in the RCSOB for the qualified consultants approved under RFI 2006-1.  The workshop will focus on duties for qualified consultants; review of the revised NPDES permit application/notice of intent forms and checklists; the permit application process; PA Best Management Practices (BMP) Stormwater Manual worksheets, and other information related to stormwater BMPs.  
 

To date, three requests for an expedited permit review have been made in the NE region of the state.  

The quality of the stormwater management plans submitted thru this expedited process were good.

The qualified consultant training session was held July 11 with over 90 consultants in attendance.  The all day training concluded at 3:45pm.  To date, this third party option has not been utilized much by the regulated community, however, Division staff have received several calls from consultants asking how they can become qualified.  We have informed them that we are giving this first round a one-year timeframe to see how much the qualified consultants are being utilized and that we will make a determination at that time as to whether we will open it up for other parties to become certified.
Water Budget Screenings:

Work is near completion on the effort by the USGS, ICPRB and the DRBC in performing enhanced data verification work in 22 select watersheds.  Beginning in early September, the results of this data work will be incorporated into a state-wide water budget/availability screening model in identifying stressed and unstressed areas.  DEP will forward the results of its modeling to regional committees during their November meetings and later to the statewide committee for prioritization, further verification, public comment and consideration for critical water planning area designation.

Water Resource Atlas: Department and partnering agency staff have been reviewing preliminary drafts of the Atlas and Marketing document.  Periodic meetings are held with the consulting team to share comments and suggestions.  Clean drafts of the Atlas are scheduled to be complete in time for regional committee meetings in August.

Chesapeake Bay Program: The Department has prepared new guidelines for sewage facility planning as well as permitting for wastewater treatment facilities in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. Documents relating to Pennsylvania's Chesapeake Bay Tributary Strategy, Point Source Implementation Plan, include the following:
· Implementation Plan for NPDES Permitting
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· Implementation Plan for Sewage Facilities Planning
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These documents are located on DEP’s Web site at www.depweb.state.pa.us, Keyword:  “Chesapeake Bay.”  

Nutrient Reduction Credit Trading: In August, credits from the Santo Domingo Floodplain Restoration Project, also known as the New Street Project were formally recognized. The recognized credits cannot be sold at this time based on a provision in the Agreement that was signed by Pfizer, Lititz Borough and PEC.  The Lititz Run Watershed Association is required to coordinate with the entities involved in the restoration project to determine if the credits can be sold or if they must be retired.  In order to sell the credits, the Association must provide the Department written acknowledgement of the accord reached between the Association and the concerned parties.  Credits were also certified for Chesapeake Nutrient Management and those credits can be sold until September 30, 2007 since the manure was hauled in May 2007. Staff participated and presented at Ag Progress Days in conjunction and with the assistance of Pa Farm Bureau. Staff will continue to meet with entities that are interested in submitting a trading proposal or who are interested in obtaining additional information about the program and will continue to work on various tools like the phosphorous calculation spreadsheet and NutrientNet calculations.  
Chapter 102 Regulation Revisions: On April 17, 2007, staff of the Division of Waterways, Wetlands and Stormwater Management briefed the members of the DEP Citizens Advisory Council Water Committee on the proposed regulatory changes to the Chapter 102, Erosion and Sediment Control regulations.  The Chapter 102 Regulation revisions include the addition of Post Construction Stormwater and antidegradation provisions, and buffer requirements.  Department staff will continue to keep CAC advised of the regulatory revision process as it proceeds.  

On Tuesday, June 26, staff will be meeting with the Pennsylvania Builders Association members to brief them on the proposed regulatory changes to Chapter 102.  We also plan on meeting with local government to provide this briefing.  The Chapter 102 Regulatory Revision Committee has met two times thus far.  The third meeting will be held July 12.  Representation on the Committee thus far has been comprised of conservation districts, DEP regional and central office staff, Pa. builders association, consultants, PADOT, and Agriculture.  The Department continues to work on formulating draft permit language.  

The Chapter 102 Revision Committee has concluded their face-to-face meetings concerning the Chapter 102 revisions.  An internal committee of DEP staff is now working on a first draft version of the regulations, which we plan on presenting to the various advisory committees between November, 2007 and January, 2008.  We will also send this draft out to the county conservation districts and DEP staff for their comments and input in December, 2007.

Waste Management
Hazardous Sites Cleanup Fund (HSCF):  Securing a permanent funding source for the HSCA program continues to be a priority for DEP.   The Department is hopeful that the general assembly will address this matter upon its return for the fall session and take the necessary steps to identify and secure a permanent funding source for the program
Recycling Fund Advisory Committee (RFAC)/Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC):  The annual RFAC meeting is scheduled for September 13.  The Bureau will review FY 2006-07 Recycling Fund expenditures and present the FY 2007-08 Recycling Fund spending plan. The Department will submit the FY 2007-08 Recycling Fund spending plan along with the Committee’s recommendation in accordance with Act 57 of 1997. The agenda also includes a summary of the Oneida-Herkimer Supreme Court decision on flow control and a brief on the Department’s revisions to the Municipal Waste Planning guidance. 

In conjunction with the RFAC meeting, the Bureau will provide the first six draft chapters of the combined municipal and residual waste regulations to SWAC.  These draft waste regulation chapters have been posted and mailed in preparation for the September agenda. The discussion on the regulations will also include the two-phased approach and schedule for SWAC’s and EQB’s review of the proposed amendments.  
Storage Tank Program:  On June 19th, the Environmental Quality Board (EQB) unanimously approved the Storage Tank Program final rulemaking amending Chapter 245.  Since the EQB meeting, the Governor’s Office of General Counsel has also approved the final rulemaking.  On July 27, the final rulemaking was delivered to the House and Senate Environmental Resources and Energy Committees and the Independent Regulatory Review Commission (IRRC) for review/action.  IRRC should consider the Storage Tank Program final rulemaking at its September 6th meeting.  If the Standing Committees and IRRC approve the final rulemaking, it will be forwarded to the Office of Attorney General for review.  If approved, the rulemaking should be published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin in late October or early November, at which time it will become effective.
Land Recycling Program
The Land Recycling Program has proposed a revision to the Petroleum Short List contained in the Land Recycling Program Technical Guidance Manual (DEP ID#253-0300-100).  The Petroleum Short List is the list of chemicals that must be analyzed when conducting remedial actions at petroleum sites.  Notice of the proposed revision was published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin and comments are being solicited.  

Energy Initiatives
Governor’s Energy Initiative:  Governor Edward G. Rendell announced a major energy initiative February 1, 2007, designed to provide electricity ratepayers in the Commonwealth the ability to reduce their electricity usage and their bills with new technology and conservation programs.  This will be funded in part with the creation of an Energy Independence Fund.  The initiative also includes; proposals to encourage energy technology manufacturing and deployment in the Commonwealth, a solar rebate and production grant program, and the PennSecurity Fuels Initiative (which calls for the blending of biofuels, including biodiesel and ethanol, into every gallon of gasoline and diesel fuel sold in the Commonwealth, to be implemented gradually once in-state biofuels production benchmarks have been met).

The electricity initiative is designed to help prevent rate spikes that may occur once rate caps come off throughout Pennsylvania, as has occurred in other nearby states.  To reduce this possibility, the initiative will require:

· All electricity consumers be provided with smart meters, which provide real-time information on their electricity usage;

· All electricity consumers be provided the ability to engage in “real-time” pricing, which allows them to shift their electricity usage to non-peak hours, thereby reducing their electric bill;

· Large energy consumers be provided the ability to enter into long-term contracts for their electricity needs, thereby reducing their exposure to short-term price spikes in the electricity markets;

· Electricity providers to purchase electricity from a portfolio of resources utilizing a mixture of long and short-term contracts, instead of relying on the spot market for their electricity purchases;

· Electricity providers to invest first in measures that encourage their consumers to conserve, before they invest in much more expensive options such as building new power plants or purchasing power from expensive peak power generators.

Other components of the proposal include:

· A trade in program that will provide $100 rebates to people who trade in their energy inefficient room air conditioners and refrigerators for more energy efficient units;

· The option for commercial ratepayers to build ‘micro-grids’ to generate their own electricity and reduce their dependence on the power grid;

· Various funding programs for energy technology manufacturing and deployment in Pennsylvania, including funding for local governments and clean energy businesses for energy infrastructure fortification; and

· Pennsylvania Sunshine Solar Initiative, a program that will provide production grants for the manufacturing of solar panels in Pennsylvania, as well as rebates to residents and small business owners for the purchase and installation of solar equipment on their homes and businesses.

Pennsylvania Small Business Advantage Grant Program -The Department of Environmental Protection (Department) closed the current round of the Small Business Advantage Grant program on Sept. 4 due to an unprecedented request for funding dollars.  Small Business Advantage is a grant program providing up to 50% matching grants, to a maximum of $7,500, to enable a small business in this Commonwealth to adopt or acquire equipment or processes that result in energy efficiency or pollution prevention.  Well-designed energy efficient or pollution prevention projects can help small businesses cut costs and reduce the risk of potential regulatory problems, while simultaneously protecting the environment.

An eligible applicant must be a for-profit small business owner whose business or facility is located within this Commonwealth.  All small businesses in this Commonwealth are eligible, including manufacturers, retailers, service providers, mining businesses, and agricultural concerns.  The project to which the grant will apply must be located within the applicant’s facility located in this Commonwealth and save the business at least 10% annually in energy or pollution related expenses.

For more information on the program, please visit www.depweb.state.pa.us (DEP Keywords:  “SBAdvantage”). 
Other Grant Programs:  Application deadlines for the Energy Harvest, PA Energy Development Authority (PEDA) and Alternative Fuels Incentive Programs all expired on June 15th, 2007.  The applications for these programs are currently under review by Department technical staff.
Mining/Reclamation/AMD Issues
Mine Opening Blasting Regulations:  The Department presented draft proposed revisions to the MRAB at its October 2005 meeting.  The changes address the safety of the public and the workers constructing the underground coal mine openings.  The MRAB was divided on the changes.  A motion to approve the regulations, provided certain changes were made, failed on a tie vote, as did a motion to approve the regulations as submitted.  The Department met with the Pennsylvania Coal Association (PCA) after the MRAB meeting to determine if it had language that could provide for the appropriate safety measures but address the industry’s point.  Unfortunately, there was no substitute language that would satisfy both points.  The proposed rulemaking was approved by the EQB on May 17, 2006 and published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on September 2, 2006.  The PCA and the Independent Regulatory Review Commission submitted comments during the public comment period, which closed on October 2, 2006.  Revisions were made to the regulations in response to the comments, clarifying the requirements.  The final rulemaking was reviewed with the MRAB at the January 25, 2007 meeting.  The MRAB recommended that the Department not proceed with the final rulemaking because the majority believed construction of mine openings was not a “surface mining activity” as defined by the statute.  The Department does not agree with the MRAB’s interpretation as the statute defines “surface mining activities” to include, among other activities, “all surface activity connected with surface or underground mining, including, but not limited to, exploration, site preparation, entry, tunnel, drift, slope, shaft and borehole drilling and construction and activities related thereto, but not including those portions of mining operations carried out beneath the surface by means of shafts, tunnels or other underground mine openings.”   After carefully considering the MRAB’s advice and the various perspectives, the Department decided it is in the best interest of public safety and in the best interest of mine operators and the safety of their workers to proceed with final rulemaking.  The final rulemaking package will likely be presented to the EQB this fall.
Reclamation Fee:  The rulemaking to eliminate the per-acre reclamation fee and to make adjustments to the bond forfeiture regulations to address OSM conditions was approved by the EQB as proposed on May 17, 2006.  The proposed rulemaking was published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on August 5, 2006.  One set of comments was received during the thirty-day public comment period.  The comments were submitted by Citizens for Pennsylvania’s Future on behalf of itself and on behalf of the Pennsylvania Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs, Inc., Pennsylvania Chapter Sierra Club, Pennsylvania Trout, Inc., Tri-State Citizens Mining Network, Inc., and the Mountain Watershed Association, Inc.  IRRC notified the Department that it was not submitting comments.  No changes were made to the proposed regulations in response to the comments.  The final rulemaking was reviewed with the MRAB at the January 25, 2007 meeting.  The MRAB recommended that the Department not proceed with the final rulemaking because the majority believed that it was premature to do so at this time as additional progress should be made getting mine operators to post additional bond for post mining discharge sites that did not have adequate bond in order to ensure perpetual treatment.  The Department carefully considered the MRAB’s advice and has decided to proceed with the final rulemaking.  The final rulemaking package will likely be presented to the EQB this fall.
Surface Mine Safety Regulations:  The Department conducted eight scheduled outreach meetings soliciting public input on the proposal to update the safety regulations at surface mine sites.  The Department proposed adopting some of the MSHA regulations in order to improve safety by taking preventative action.  The meetings were held with industry stakeholders.  Concerns expressed include:  Department and Mine Safety and Health Administration coordination, enforcement, and safety training for mine employees and Department inspectors.  In addition to the eight scheduled outreach meetings, the Department met with the Pennsylvania Mining Professionals, and the Eastern Pennsylvania Holmes Safety Association.  In general, stakeholders found the concepts described by Department personnel acceptable.  The Department also held meetings with two operators that requested an opportunity to provide input.  Department staff briefed the MRAB on October 26 about the comments received at the stakeholders meetings.   The proposed rulemaking package was reviewed with the MRAB at the January 25, 2007 meeting.  The MRAB recommended that the Department proceed with the proposed rulemaking.  The Department is proceeding in accordance with the MRAB’s advice.  The proposed rulemaking was  presented to the EQB at the May meeting.  The EQB approved the proposed rulemaking.  The proposed rulemaking was approved by the Attorney General's Office on August 3, 2007, and was delivered to the Legislative Reference Bureau, the House and Senate Environmental Resources and Energy Committees and IRRC.  The proposed rule is scheduled for publication in the September 1, 2007, issue of the Pennsylvania Bulletin.  

Office of Homeland Security 

The Department continues monthly security conference calls with US EPA Region III Drinking Water Program and neighboring states.  The Department is working to develop a cadre of certified water treatment plant operators who would be available during a disaster to travel to and operate other plants, for which they are qualified, in the event that the plant’s regular operators were affected by the disaster and were unavailable. The Department has also had discussions with PEMA and the Pa. State Police to ensure that credentialed Water Treatment Plant Operators would be allowed on the roads during such a disaster.

The Department continues to purchase response and detection equipment useful in the event of a terrorist attack using 2005 Federal Homeland Security grant funds.  The latest acquisitions include response vehicles capable of towing equipment trailers.

The Department continues development of an incident response database to replace the current unreliable PAIRS database.  This will allow tracking and archiving of all types of emergencies including terrorist attack responses. The new system is nearing the phase of data conversion and testing.

The Department attends Homeland Security Executive Cabinet meetings every two months.  These meetings track the progress of homeland security initiatives within the Commonwealth from an all-hazards approach.  In addition to security, natural disasters, pandemic preparedness, and hazard mitigation are items of discussion.  

At the request of the Pennsylvania Office of Homeland Security, the Department has formed an Energy and Environmental Workgroup to assess risk and vulnerability of critical infrastructure and key resources within the Department’s purview.  Seven subcommittees have been formed to facilitate this:  Water treatment facilities, Dams, Power Production Distribution Transmission, Liquid Fuels Natural Gas, Chemical Production, Explosives Production, Nuclear - Radioactive Materials Safety.  The first workgroup meeting was held on March 2, 2007.  Subcommittee chairs have recruited members and subcommittees are reviewing and prioritizing critical infrastructure information.  A steering committee to coordinate lead agency workgroups has formed and meets every 2 months to check progress and coordinate among the workgroups. The Department will begin bi-weekly updates on the status of these resources in September. 

The Department is working with PEMA and other state agencies to fully implement the National Incident Management System (NIMS).  Goals for 2007 include training of appropriate management staff in higher levels of incident command.  DEP is revising its current training requirements to become more in line with evolving federal metrics.   Several management staff have taken or enrolled in higher-level NIMS courses.   

The Department has recruited Emergency Support Function (ESF) support personnel who will assist in the planning for and implementation of response to major disasters at the request of PEMA upon activation of these ESFs. The full complement, of these ESF support personnel, is trained.

Environmental Education
Environmental Education Grants Program (EEGP) The 2007 awards are in the final approval stage.  Awards should be announced the first week in September.  The 2008 guidance document has been posted to the Pa Bulletin and will soon be ready for publication and Web posting.  The 2008 grant round will open the first week in October.  
Outreach:  Environmental Education outreach activities in July and August 2007 included the following:

July 10th
Alternative Energy (solar and wind), Perry County Day Camp, Duncannon, 100 participants 

July 12th
Macroinvertebrates and Water Quality (Canoe Trip), Wildwood Nature Center's Day Camp, Yellow Breeches Creek, 14 participants 

July 14 - 15th
Alternative Energy, Great Green America Festival, Manheim, approximately 2,000 participants for entire festival 

July 17th

Alternative Energy (solar and wind), Perry County Day Camp, Newport, 100 participants 

July 17th
Alternative Energy and Environmental Careers, ECO Camp, Glen Summit, 21 participants 

July 20th
Capital Region Resource Conservation and Development Council meeting, Middletown, 25 participants 

July 29th Aug.3rd
Governor’s Institute for E&E, Seven Springs, 125 teachers, professional development 

Aug. 14-16th
Ag Progress Days, Rock Springs, 4,000 participants, solar energy in landscaping/gardening $ energy conservation

Upcoming Outreach Events:

Sept. 29th

OHIO RIVER WATERSHED CELEBRATION- Pittsburgh

Oct.  11th

Civics Day-Lancaster Schools

Other Projects:  

The outreach and education trailer was used as a walk-through conservation exhibit at Ag Progress Days.  EE staffers are considering a variety of exhibit designs to be developed for use with the trailer.  

III. DEP Draft Technical Guidance Documents

Draft Date

Document Title







Comment














Deadline

8/25/2007

Bituminous Coal Surface Mining Near Underground Utility


9/24/2007

Lines and Blasting Near Underground Utility Lines on all 

Mining and Construction Sites


8/4/2007

Pennsylvania's Land Recycling Program Technical Guidance 

9/4/2007

Manual - Section IV General Guidance


IV. DEP Regulations and Policies:  Proposals Open for Comment

PA Bulletin  

Proposal




  



Comment 

Publication  











Deadline

Date












7/14/2007

Hazardous Waste Regulations (25 Pa. Code, Chapters 260a, 261a,

9/12/2007

262a, 263a, 264a, 265a, 266a, 266b, 267a, 269a and 270a)

V. DEP Proposals Recently Finalized

PA Bulletin

Proposal





Publication

Date 

5/19/07
Nonattainment New Source Review (25 Pa. Code, Chapters 121 and 127) 
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GOVERNOR RENDELL ANNOUNCES AGREEMENT ON DELAWARE RIVER DREDGING PROJECT

CAMDEN, New Jersey – Governor Edward G. Rendell today announced an agreement 

with the state of New Jersey that will allow dredging of the main channel of 

the Delaware River to proceed. As a result of the pact, Governor Rendell said 

Pennsylvania will resume its participation in regular meetings of the Delaware 

River Port Authority Board.

“This historic agreement will allow for increased commercial shipping traffic, 

investment and economic development in our region,” Governor Rendell said. “I 

believe nothing is more important to the future of the ports of Philadelphia, 

southern New Jersey and Delaware than this project.”

Governor Rendell recognized the hard work and commitment of New Jersey 

Governor Jon S. Corzine in negotiating the agreement. Corzine, who is 

recuperating from a recent accident, was unable to participate in the 

announcement of the agreement. Governor Rendell also thanked U.S. Sen. Arlen 

Specter for his assistance.

The dredging project will deepen the Delaware River channel from its existing 

depth of 40 feet to 45 feet. The project will run from the mouth of Delaware 

Bay to Philadelphia/Camden, a distance of approximately 100 miles. Although 

the river is occasionally dredged to maintain the current depth of the 

channel, the Delaware River Port Authority says the channel has not been 

deepened since 1942.

Major points of the cooperation agreement include:

•
Pennsylvania and New Jersey will take all steps necessary to establish 

the Philadelphia Regional Port Authority as the non-federal local project 

sponsor of the dredging project, and the DRPA will transfer to the PRPA copies 

of all DRPA files related to the project.  As the project sponsor, PRPA and 

the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania will be responsible for the local match costs 

of the project; 

•
A committee will be established to identify sites for the disposal of 

approximately 26 million cubic yards of spoils material;

•
Pennsylvania has already agreed to accept all spoils material, except 

to the extent that New Jersey seeks spoils material for New Jersey port 

facility projects; 

•
The PRPA will ask the Army Corps for an updated environmental impact 

study to be completed within six months;

•
Both states will proceed as quickly as possible in the consideration 

and disposition of all regulatory review and permit requirements related to 

the dredging project;

•
The DRPA shall reallocate the existing dredging fund, in the amount of 

$38.5 million, in equal shares to New Jersey and Pennsylvania for the purposes 

of dredging, port infrastructure improvements and environmental projects that 

benefit the Delaware River; and

•
Both states will support the expansion of rail systems in Gloucester 

County, New Jersey, and in Philadelphia.

“The Delaware River ports generate tremendous regional economic activity, 

accounting for more than $1 billion in annual business revenue and more than 

12,000 direct and indirect jobs,” Governor Rendell said. “As a result of this 

dredging project, our ports will be better able to compete with facilities 

that already can accept today’s larger shipping vessels.

“Finally, I want to acknowledge the concerns of citizens on both sides of the 

river concerning the environmental impacts of this project. I will work to 

ensure that this work is undertaken in a manner that is as minimally 

disruptive to the environment as possible.”  
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GOVERNOR RENDELL HIGHLIGHTS POSITIVE IMPACTS OF DELAWARE RIVER DREDGING, PORTS 

DEVELOPMENT

PHILADELPHIA – Governor Edward G. Rendell today highlighted the significant 

benefits of an agreement that will allow dredging of the main channel of the 

Delaware River to proceed under the direction of the Philadelphia Regional 

Port Authority, or PRPA. 

“With our agreement to move forward with dredging, Pennsylvania -- through the 

PRPA -- is now prepared to begin an aggressive program of investment in our 

ports,” said Governor Rendell. “We will partner with ports to upgrade and 

expand existing facilities while also working to attract long-term private 

investment from international shipping lines and operators to develop our port 

and allow us to compete on the world stage.”

Governor Rendell said several international shipping companies and terminal 

operators recently expressed interest about private investment in the 

expansion of our port facilities, but only if the dredging project was allowed 

to move forward. The dredging will deepen the river channel from 40 to 45 

feet, allowing larger modern shipping vessels to access ports located along 

the river.

“In the coming weeks, I intend to personally meet with representatives of 

these lines to secure private investment for the development of our port, 

including, particularly, the Southport project,” the Governor said. “Given 

that we have one commodity that other ports do not share – the availability of 

contiguous land – I am optimistic that we can and will attract substantial 

investment and through expansion we will add jobs to the region.”

Governor Rendell said Pennsylvania intends to move forward with a planned 

financing at the PRPA to raise over $300 million in investment for immediate 

port development. The bond issue will be supported by the state and by the 

private beneficiaries of the funds and will support a number of projects:

•
Pier Rehabilitation – Upgrades to Piers 38, 40, 80 and 82 to secure 

infrastructure and extend the life of the piers; 

•
Pier 82 upgrades – Upgrades to Pier 82 infrastructure to increase 

competitiveness in attracting a 52-ship-per-year account to this facility;

•
Tioga Marine Terminal – Extend the crane rail for the container cranes 

and build a 100,000-square-foot warehouse for the Chilean fruit business;

•
Pier 74 Annex Warehouse – Develop 200,000-square-foot warehouse for 

paper products;  

•
Astro Holdings/Packer Avenue Marine Terminal – Construct two gantry 

cranes, crane rail extension, crane electrification and expansion of a 

refrigerated warehouse;  

•
Penn City/Brown – Demolition and construction of a new warehouse on 

Pier 80;

•
Dependable Distribution – Construction of a 100,000-square-foot, on-

site warehouse for additional storage of cocoa beans;  

•
Camden Iron & Metal – Support the purchase of Schuylkill Pier 3, 

located at Girard Point, and build a facility for scrap metal and other 

potential bulk cargo; and

•
Emerson Landfill/Victory Gardens – Support the purchase of land to 

relocate an existing tenant from Pier 3, so to enhance a marketable bulk 

terminal facility there.

Governor Rendell said the bond financing also will support the Food 

Distribution Center project. Cost and environmental concerns will prevent the 

center from being located at the Navy Yard. Officials are working with the FDC 

merchants to develop alternatives, including a proposal to renovate and 

upgrade their existing facilities in South Philadelphia.

“I want to reiterate that none of this investment would be cost effective, and 

that we would not have the investment interest in the region that we now see, 

if we were not moving forward with the Delaware River dredging project,” 

Governor Rendell added.
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� Section 1922-A.  Citizens Advisory Council


 (a) The Citizens Advisory Council shall review all environmental laws of the Commonwealth and make appropriate suggestions for the revision, modification and codification thereof.


(b) The Council shall consider, study and review the work of the Department of Environmental Protection and for this purpose, the Council shall have access to all books, papers, documents and records pertaining or belonging to the Department.


(c) The Council shall advise the Department on request, and shall make recommendations upon its initiative, for the improvement of the work of the Department.


(d) The Council shall report annually to the Governor and to the General Assembly and may make such interim reports as are deemed advisable.  
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