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I. OVERVIEW OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD
A. Statutory Authority and Responsibilities of the Environmental Quality Board
The Environmental Quality Board (EQB) is a 20-member independent board that was established by
Section 1920-A of The Administrative Code of 1929 (P.L. 177), as amended May 6, 1970 (Act No. 120).
Section 1920-A identifies the specific responsibilities of the EQB which, among other things includes the
following:
•
•

formulate, adopt and promulgate such rules and regulations as may be determined by the board
for the proper performance of the work of the department, and such rules and regulations,
when made by the board, shall become the rules and regulations of the Department.
consider citizen petitions to initiate a rulemaking proceeding for the issuance, amendment or
repeal of a regulation administered and enforced by the Department.

In addition to the above responsibilities, the EQB also has responsibilities under other statutes that
include, but are not limited to adopting rules and regulations to implement the federal Clean Air Act, 35
P.S. § 4005(a)(8), siting a low-level radioactive waste disposal facility, 35 P.S. § 7130.302, adopting a
Hazardous Waste Facilities Plan and considering applications for a certificate of public necessity for
hazardous waste disposal facilities, 35 P.S. § 6018.105, and adopting criteria and procedures to be used by
the Department to accredit environmental laboratories, 27 Pa. C.S.A. § 4105..
EQB members and DEP staff members also play an important role in facilitating public comment on
proposed rulemakings by presiding over any public hearings scheduled by the Board to receive testimony
on a proposed rulemaking. In this capacity, an EQB member or DEP staff member attends the public
hearing and serves as the hearing chairperson. (Please see Section IV. EQB Public Hearing Procedures)
B. EQB Composition
The Secretary of the Department of Environmental Protection serves as the Chairperson of the EQB. In
addition to the Chairperson, the EQB includes the Secretaries of Health, Community and Economic
Development, Transportation, Agriculture, and Labor and Industry; the Executive Directors of the Fish
and Boat Commission, the Game Commission, the Historical and Museum Commission; and the State
Planning Board; and the Chairman of the Public Utility Commission. In addition to these agency
members, five Citizens Advisory Council (CAC) members serve on the EQB and are appointed annually
by the CAC, as well as four General Assembly members who are selected each legislative session by the
President Pro Tempore of the Senate, the Senate Minority Leader, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, and the House Minority Leader. (Please see Appendix A for a list of EQB members and
alternates, as well as DEP staff who assist the EQB. For updates to the list over time, please visit the
EQB Member webpage).
C. EQB Member Terms
Terms for EQB members vary depending upon the individual’s specific appointment. EQB members
representing state agencies serve on the EQB for the duration of their agency appointment. House and
Senate members serve at the pleasure of the legislative leaders, while CAC members are elected annually
to serve on the EQB by members of the CAC.
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II. EQB PUBLIC MEETING PROTOCOL AND PROCEDURES
A. Public Meeting Procedures
The EQB typically meets the third Tuesday of each month at 9:00 a.m. in Room 105 of the Rachel Carson
State Office Building (RCSOB), 400 Market Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Meetings that fall on
Primary Election Days will be scheduled for the third Wednesday of the month. Notices of EQB meeting
cancellations will be sent to all EQB members and alternates via email, no later than two weeks prior to
the meeting in question. EQB meetings are open to the public for informational purposes and are subject
to the public notice provisions of the Sunshine Act.
The Board does not entertain comments and questions from the public at EQB meetings. An exception to
this policy is provided in the Board’s policy for processing petitions, whereby petitioners are given the
opportunity to present their petitions to the Board at an EQB meeting. Also, various statutes may
authorize the participation of advisory committees in discussions with the Board on regulations (i.e., the
Storage Tank Advisory Committee and the Oil and Gas Technical Advisory Board). In addition, the
Board may hold special meetings to be briefed by DEP on items of special interest. These special
briefings are not public meetings subject to the Sunshine Act, because no action is taken by the Board at
these sessions.
Eight members of the Board constitute a quorum, as provided by Article IV, Section 471 of the
Administrative Code. The EQB follows Robert’s Rules of Order in its proceedings. Official minutes of
each public meeting are maintained. The previous month’s meeting minutes are distributed to the Board
members and are available electronically on DEP’s website. Guidance for EQB members concerning the
review of regulations is included in the “Protocol for Presentation of Regulations under the Regulatory
Review Act,” adopted and amended in 1984 and 1993 and 2009, respectively (please see Appendix G).
This guidance provides procedural direction for EQB members pertaining to the review of regulations
under the Regulatory Review Act.
The agenda for each EQB meeting is established two weeks prior to the date of the EQB public meeting.
Meeting materials are distributed via electronic notification to all Board members two weeks prior to the
meeting. At this time, items on the agenda are made publicly available by posting on DEP’s website.
B. Procedures for Designating Alternate Members
Sections 471 and 213 of the Administrative Code of 1929, as amended, establish the requirements for
naming alternates for EQB members. Procedures vary for Board members depending upon if the member
is from an Administrative Agency or from the General Assembly or an Independent Agency.
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1. Procedures for EQB Members from Administrative Agencies
This section outlines the procedures available to EQB members from Administrative Agencies to name
alternates. Administrative Agencies include the Departments of Agriculture, Community and Economic
Development, Health, Labor and Industry, and Transportation. EQB members from Administrative
Agencies are required to receive approval from the Governor in order to name a permanent or temporary
alternate to the EQB.
DEP has developed a set of simple forms for EQB members from Administrative Agencies to request the
Governor’s approval for the designation of an alternate. Examples of those forms are included in the
Appendices of this guide.
Instructions:
Each Agency Secretary is required to send a memorandum to the Governor requesting permission to name
a permanent alternate to the EQB. In addition to this memorandum, a draft letter on plain paper addressed
to the Secretary of the Department of Environmental Protection, as Chairperson of the EQB, approving
the selection of the permanent alternate for the respective Agency Secretary, must be included. The
Governor’s Office will prepare the finished letter from the draft provided and obtain the Governor’s
signature. The Governor’s Office will then forward the letter to the Secretary of the Department of
Environmental Protection as Chairperson of the EQB.
The request to designate an alternate must be sent to the Governor’s Office with sufficient time to allow
the Governor’s Office to obtain the Governor’s signature. For the votes of alternates to be valid, the
Administrative Code requires the actual approval from the Governor to be received by the
Chairperson of the EQB prior to the start of the meeting at which the alternate is expected to
represent the agency.
DEP encourages the naming of senior level staff as permanent alternates on the EQB since it is likely that
the schedule of an Agency’s Secretary may periodically prohibit attendance at an EQB meeting. Each
Agency Secretary has the option to name a temporary alternate to serve for one specific meeting;
however, the approval letter from the Governor must be received prior to the start of the meeting at which
the alternate is to represent the agency.
2. Procedures for EQB Members of the General Assembly and Independent Agencies
This section outlines the procedures available to EQB members from the General Assembly and
Independent Agencies to name alternates. Independent Agencies include the Fish and Boat Commission,
Game Commission, Historical and Museum Commission, and the Public Utility Commission. Also
covered by this procedure is the Governor’s Policy Office.
DEP has developed a set of simple forms for EQB members from the General Assembly and Independent
Agencies to designate alternates. Examples of those forms are included in the Appendices of this guide.
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Instructions:
EQB members from the General Assembly and Independent Agencies may name an alternate of their
choice. There are no limitations on naming alternates other than the alternate may not serve for more than
one Board member at a time. A permanent alternate may be selected by a member as well as a temporary
alternate to represent the member for a single meeting. DEP encourages EQB members to name senior
level staff as permanent alternates on the Board, since it is likely that the schedules of General Assembly
members or Executive Directors of Independent Agencies may periodically prohibit attendance at an EQB
meeting.
To name an alternate, a short letter designating a permanent alternate or a temporary alternate should be
addressed to the Secretary of the Department of Environmental Protection, as Chairperson of the EQB.
The Chairperson of the EQB must receive the letter prior to the start of the meeting at which the
alternate is expected to represent the member.

4

III. PUBLIC COMMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE EQB
As mentioned in Section II of this guide, EQB monthly meetings are open to the public for informational
purposes. The Board may not entertain comments and questions from the public at these meetings;
however, the Board can accept comments on a proposed rulemaking during the official public comment
period, as well as after the public comment period, with certain limitations.
A. Comments Received During the Public Comment Period
Comments are accepted by the EQB on proposed rulemakings during the official public comment period,
which begins with publication of the proposed rulemaking in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. The EQB can
accept comments at public hearings that are authorized by the Board through the rulemaking process. All
comments received at public hearings and in writing during the official public comment period are
included in the official public comment record. These comments are addressed in DEP’s comment and
response document, which is submitted to the EQB as part of the final rulemaking. Comments received
by DEP via facsimile are not accepted, as stated in the “public comments” section of all preambles of
proposed rulemaking packages.
B. Comments Received After the Public Comment Period
Comments received by DEP after the close of the official public comment period are not included in the
official public comment record and are not responded to in the comment and response document.
Comments received by DEP on a final regulation, following the distribution of the final regulation to the
EQB, are not submitted to the Board. However, interested parties may send comments directly to Board
members following DEP’s distribution of the final regulation to the Board. An EQB membership list,
which includes mail and e-mail addresses of EQB members and alternates, is available on DEP’s website.
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IV. EQB PUBLIC HEARING PROCEDURES
The following procedures shall serve as a guide to any EQB member or DEP staff member serving as a
hearing chairperson for an EQB Public Hearing. The hearing chairperson retains the discretion to vary
the procedures as appropriate for particular circumstances.
1. The hearing chairperson reads an opening statement that summarizes the proposal and outlines the
hearing procedures.
2. The hearing chairperson introduces the witnesses who have pre-registered to testify.
3. Individuals present testimony. Individuals must state their name, address, and affiliation; three
written copies of the testimony must be presented to the hearing officer to aid in transcribing the
hearing. Members of the EQB or DEP staff may question witnesses; however, the witnesses may not
question the EQB or DEP, as the purpose of a hearing is for the EQB to receive comments on a
proposal.
4. After all pre-registered witnesses have testified, the hearing chairperson may allow other individuals
an opportunity to present testimony as time allows.
5. The hearing chairperson adjourns the hearing after all pre-registered witnesses have been heard and
after additional witnesses have testified as time allows.
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX A
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD MEMBERS
(updated February 2019)
Chairperson
Honorable Patrick McDonnell, Chairperson
Secretary of Environmental Protection
16th Floor, Rachel Carson State Office Building
400 Market Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101-2301
pmcdonnell@pa.gov
Department of Health
Member

Alternate

Honorable Dr. Rachel Levine
Secretary of Health
Room 802, Health & Welfare Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120
ralevine@pa.gov

Sharon Watkins
Department of Health, Health & Welfare
Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120
shawatkins@pa.gov

Department of Community and Economic Development
Member
Alternate
Honorable Dennis Davin
Secretary of Community and Economic
Development
400 North Street
Keystone Building, 4th Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17120
ddavin@pa.gov

Denise Brinley
Department of Community and Economic
Development
400 North Street
Keystone Building, 4th Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17120
dbrinley@pa.gov

Department of Transportation
Member

Alternate

Honorable Leslie Richards
Secretary of Transportation
Keystone Building, 8th Floor West
Harrisburg, PA 17120
lsrichards@pa.gov

Natasha Fackler
Department of Transportation
Keystone Building
8th Floor West
Harrisburg, PA 17120
nfackler@pa.govOpens In A New Window

Department of Agriculture
Member

Alternate

Honorable Russell Redding
Secretary of Agriculture
Room 211, Agriculture Building
2301 North Cameron Street
Harrisburg, PA 17110
rredding@pa.gov

Michael Hanna
Department of Agriculture
Room 211, Agriculture Building
2301 North Cameron Street
Harrisburg, PA 17110
mikhanna@pa.gov

Department of Labor and Industry
Member

Alternate

Honorable Jerry Oleksiak
Secretary of Labor & Industry
Room 1700, Labor & Industry Building
7th & Forster Streets
Harrisburg, PA 17120
wgoleksiak@pa.gov

TBD
Department of Labor & Industry
Labor & Industry Building
7th & Forster Streets
Harrisburg, PA 17120
@pa.gov

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission
Member

Alternate

Honorable Tim Schaeffer
Executive Director
PA Fish & Boat Commission
1601 Elmerton Avenue
P.O. Box 67000
Harrisburg, PA 17106-7000
tischaeffe@pa.gov
Pennsylvania Game Commission
Member
Honorable Bryan Burhans
Executive Director
PA Game Commission
2001 Elmerton Avenue
Harrisburg, PA 17110-9797
bburhans@pa.gov

Heather Smiles
Chief, Division of Enviro. Services
PA Fish & Boat Commission
595 E Rolling Ridge Dr
Bellefonte, PA 16823
hsmiles@pa.gov

Alternate
Michael R. DiMatteo, Chief
Division of Environmental Planning & Habitat
Protection
PA Game Commission
2001 Elmerton Avenue
Harrisburg, PA 17110-9797
mdimatteo@pa.gov

Public Utility Commission
Member

Alternate

Honorable Gladys Brown
Chairman
Public Utility Commission
Keystone Building, 3rd Floor
400 North Street
Harrisburg, PA 17105
gmb@pa.gov

Andrew Place
Commissioner
Public Utility Commission
Keystone Building
400 North Street
Harrisburg, PA 17120
aplace@pa.gov

Historical and Museum Commission
Member

Alternate

Honorable Andrea Bakewell Lowery
Executive Director
Historical and Museum Commission
Room 501, William Penn Memorial
Museum Building, 330 North Street
Harrisburg, PA 17120
anlowery@pa.gov

Douglas McLearen
Chief, Division of Archaeology & Protection
Historical and Museum Commission
Keystone Building
400 North Street, 2nd Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17120
dmclearen@pa.gov

Governor's Office of Policy and Planning
The Director of the Governor's Policy Office serves as Executive Director of the State Planning
Board, which holds a seat on the EQB.
Member
Alternate
Honorable Meg Snead
Secretary
Governor's Office of Planning and Policy
Room 238, Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120
msnead@pa.gov

Erin Smith Wachter
Deputy Secretary
Governor's Office of Planning and Policy
Room 601, Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120
serin@pa.gov

Citizens Advisory Council
Members

Alternates

Cynthia Carrow
Western Pennsylvania Conservancy
800 Waterfront Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
ccarrow@paconserve.org

James Schmid
1201 Cedar Grove Road
Media, PA 19063
schmidjamesa@gmail.com

Mark Caskey
Steel Nation, President
100 Southpointe Square Lane
Canonsburg, PA 15317
mcaskey@steelnation.com
William C. Fink
5714 Raystown Road
Hopewell, PA 16650
wfink@cvff.com

John Walliser, VP
PA Environmental Council
2124 Penn Avenue
2nd Floor
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
jwalliser@pecpa.org
Terry Dayton
430 Lippencott Run Road
Waynesburg, PA 15370
tdayton@windstream.net

John St. Clair
617 Hiner Road
Homer City, PA 15748
jstclair18@gmail.com
James Welty
300 N. Second Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101
Marcellus Shale Coalition
Harrisburg, PA 19348
jwelty@marcelluscoalition.org
General Assembly
Members

Alternates

Honorable Gene Yaw
Senate of Pennsylvania
Republican Chairman, Senate Environmental
Resources and Energy Committee
Senate Post Office Box 203023
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3023
gyaw@pasen.gov

Nick Troutman
Executive Director
Senate (R) Environmental Resources and
Energy Committee
Senate Post Office Box 203023
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3023
ntroutman@pasen.gov

Honorable John T. Yudichak
Senate of Pennsylvania
Democratic Chairman, Senate Environmental
Resources and Energy Committee
Senate Post Office Box 203014
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3014
yudichak@pasenate.com

Timothy Collins
Executive Director
Senate (D) Environmental Resources and
Energy Committee
Senate Post Office Box 203014
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3014
timothy.collins@pasenate.com

Honorable Daryl D. Metcalfe
Pennsylvania House of Representatives
Republican Chairman,
House Environmental
Resources and Energy Committee
House Post Office Box 202012
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2012
dmetcalf@pahousegop.com

Leda J. Lacomba, Esq.
Executive Director
House (R) Environmental Resources and
Energy Committee
House Post Office Box 202040
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2040
llipton@pahousegop.com

The Honorable Greg Vitali
Pennsylvania House of Representatives
Democratic Chairman, House Environmental
Resources and Energy Committee
House Post Office Box 202166
Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2166
gvitali@pahouse.net

Richard Fox
Executive Director
House (D) Environmental Resources and
Energy Committee
House Post Office Box 202166
Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2166
RFox@pahouse.net

DEP Staff
Robert "Bo" Reiley, Bureau of Regulatory Counsel
Jessica Shirley, Director, Policy Office
Laura Edinger, Regulatory Coordinator
Jennifer Swan, Administrative Support

Environmental Quality Board Contact Information:
Environmental Quality Board
16th Floor, RCSOB
P.O. Box 8477
Harrisburg, PA 17105-8477
(717) 787-4526
RA-EPEQB@pa.gov

APPENDIX B-1

DRAFT MEMO FOR DESIGNATING PERMANENT ALTERNATES FOR
ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCIES

SUBJECT:

Designating Environmental Quality Board Alternate

TO:

The Honorable _________________
Governor

FROM:

(Member Designating Alternate)

I am requesting that
(name, title)
alternate to the Environmental Quality Board (EQB).

be named as my permanent

(name)
will represent me on this Board and have voting and other
privileges of a member of the Board in accordance with Sections 471 and 213 of the
Administrative Code, as amended.
Attached is a draft letter for your consideration to Secretary _________________, as
Chairperson of the EQB, which indicates your approval of this request. Your letter approving
the alternate should be received by Secretary ___________ prior to the
(date of meeting)
EQB meeting.
Attachment

APPENDIX B-2
DRAFT LETTER FOR THE GOVERNOR’S APPROVAL OF PERMANENT
EQB ALTERNATE FOR ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCIES

The Honorable ________________
Chairperson
Environmental Quality Board
P.O. Box 8477
Harrisburg, PA 17105-8477
Dear Chairperson _________________:
By this letter I am approving
(name, title, agency)
(member)
on the Environmental Quality Board.

as an alternate for

(Name)
will have voting and other privileges of a member of the
Board in accordance with Sections 471 and 213 of the Administrative Code, as amended.
Unless otherwise noted at a later date, this is a permanent alternate designation.
Sincerely,

________________
Governor

APPENDIX C-1

DRAFT MEMO FOR DESIGNATING TEMPORARY ALTERNATES
FOR ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCIES

SUBJECT:

Designating Environmental Quality Board Alternate

TO:

The Honorable ___________________
Governor

FROM:

(Member Designating Alternate)

I am requesting that
(name, title)
Environmental Quality Board (EQB) at its meeting of

be named as my alternate to the
(date )
.

(Name)
will represent me on this Board and have voting and other privileges
of a member of the Board in accordance with Sections 471 and 213 of the Administrative Code,
as amended.
Attached is a draft letter for your consideration to Secretary ________________ as Chairperson
of the EQB, which indicates your approval of this request. Your letter approving the alternate
should be received by Secretary __________________prior to the (date of meeting) EQB
meeting.
Attachment

APPENDIX C-2
DRAFT LETTER FOR THE GOVERNOR’S APPROVAL
OF TEMPORARY EQB ALTERNATES FOR ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCIES

The Honorable ____________________
Chairperson
Environmental Quality Board
P.O. Box 8477
Harrisburg, PA 17105-8477
Dear Chairperson __________:

for
on

By this letter I am approving
(name, title, agency)
as an alternate
(member)
to the Environmental Quality Board at its meeting to be held
(date)
.

At this meeting,
(name)
will have voting and other privileges of a
member of the Board in accordance with Sections 471 and 213 of the Administrative Code, as
amended.
Sincerely,

_____________________
Governor

APPENDIX D

DRAFT LETTER FOR DESIGNATING A PERMANENT ALTERNATE FOR
MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND INDEPENDENT AGENCIES

The Honorable _________________
Chairperson
Environmental Quality Board
P.O. Box 8477
Harrisburg, PA 17105-8477
Dear Chairperson __________________:
By this letter I am designating
on the Environmental Quality Board.

(name)

to serve as my alternate

(Name)
will represent me on the Board and have voting and other
privileges of a Board member in accordance with Section 471 of the Administrative Code, as
amended. Unless otherwise noted at a later date, this is a permanent alternate designation.
Sincerely,

(Board Member making
the designation)

APPENDIX E

DRAFT LETTER FOR DESIGNATING A TEMPORARY ALTERNATE FOR
MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND INDEPENDENT AGENCIES

The Honorable _____________________
Chairperson
Environmental Quality Board
P.O. Box 8477
Harrisburg, PA 17105-8477
Dear Chairperson _______________:

for
on

By this letter I am approving
(name, title, agency)
as an alternate
(member)
to the Environmental Quality Board at its meeting to be held
(date)
.

At this meeting,
(name)
will have voting and other privileges of a
member of the Board in accordance with Section 471 of the Administrative Code, as amended.
Sincerely,

(Board Member making
the designation)

APPENDIX F
REGULATORY REVIEW ACT
(Reenacted and amended June 30, 1989, P.L.73, No.19)
AN ACT
Providing for independent oversight and review of regulations, creating an Independent
Regulatory Review Commission, providing for its powers and duties and making repeals.

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Section 1…… Short title
Section 2…… Legislative intent
Section 3…… Definitions
Section 4…… Composition of commission; membership, compensation; vacancies; removal
Section 5…… Proposed regulations; procedures for review
Section 5.1…. Final-form regulations and final-omitted regulations; procedures for review
Section 5.2…. Criteria for review of regulations
Section 6…… Procedures for disapproval of final-form and final-omitted regulations;
emergency-certified regulations
Section 6.1…. Agency action pursuant to statute (Deleted by amendment)
Section 7…… Procedures for subsequent review of disapproved final-form or final-omitted
regulations
Section 7.1…. Classification of documents
Section 8…… Changes in final-form and final-omitted regulations
Section 8.1…. Existing regulations
Section 9…… Commission staff
Section 10….. Subpoena power
Section 11….. Regulations; annual report; hearings and advisory group meetings
Section 12….. Clearinghouse
Section 12.1…Gubernatorial review
Section 13….. Appropriation (Repealed)
Section 14….. Repeals
Section 15….. Termination date (Deleted by amendment)

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby enacts as follows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Regulatory Review Act."
Section 2. Legislative intent.
(a) The General Assembly has enacted a large number of statutes and has conferred on boards,
commissions, departments and agencies within the executive branch of government the authority
to adopt rules and regulations to implement those statutes. The General Assembly has found that
this delegation of its authority has resulted in regulations being promulgated without undergoing
effective review concerning cost benefits, duplication, inflationary impact and conformity to
legislative intent. The General Assembly finds that it must establish a procedure for oversight
and review of regulations adopted pursuant to this delegation of legislative power in order to
curtail excessive regulation and to require the executive branch to justify its exercise of the
authority to regulate before imposing hidden costs upon the economy of Pennsylvania. It is the
intent of this act to establish a method for ongoing and effective legislative review and oversight
in order to foster executive branch accountability; to provide for primary review by a
commission with sufficient authority, expertise, independence and time to perform that function;
to provide ultimate review of regulations by the General Assembly; and to assist the Governor,
the Attorney General and the General Assembly in their supervisory and oversight functions. To
the greatest extent possible, this act is intended to encourage the resolution of objections to a
regulation and the reaching of a consensus among the commission, the standing committees,
interested parties and the agency.
(b) ((b) deleted by amendment)
(c) This act is intended to improve State rulemaking by creating procedures to analyze the
availability of more flexible regulatory approaches for small businesses in accordance with the
following findings:
(1) A vibrant and growing small business sector is critical to creating jobs in a dynamic
economy.
(2) Small businesses bear a disproportionate share of regulatory costs and burdens.
(3) Fundamental changes that are needed in the regulatory and enforcement culture of
agencies to make them more responsive to small business can be made without
compromising the statutory missions of the agencies.
(4) When adopting regulations to protect the health, safety and economic welfare of the
Commonwealth, agencies should seek to achieve statutory goals as effectively and
efficiently as possible without imposing unnecessary burdens on small business.
(5) Uniform regulatory and reporting requirements can impose unnecessary and

disproportionately burdensome demands, including legal, accounting and consulting costs
upon small businesses with limited resources.
(6) The failure to recognize differences in the scale and resources of regulated businesses
can adversely affect competition in the marketplace, discourage innovation and restrict
improvements in productivity.
(7) Unnecessary regulations create entry barriers in many industries and discourage
potential entrepreneurs from introducing beneficial products and processes.
(8) The practice of treating all regulated businesses similarly may lead to inefficient use
of regulatory agency resources, enforcement problems and, in some cases, to actions
inconsistent with the legislative intent of health, safety, environmental and economic
welfare legislation.
(9) Alternative regulatory approaches which do not conflict with the stated objective of
applicable statutes may be available to minimize the significant economic impact of rules
on small businesses.
(10) The process by which State regulations are developed and adopted should be
reformed to require agencies to solicit the ideas and comments of small businesses, to
examine the impact of proposed and existing rules on such businesses and to review the
continued need for existing rules.
(d) This act is not intended to create a right or benefit, substantive or procedural,
enforceable at law by a person against another person or against the
Commonwealth, its agencies or its officers.
(2 amended June 29, 2012, P.L.657, No.76)
Section 3. Definitions.
The following words and phrases when used in this act shall have, unless the context clearly
indicates otherwise, the meanings given to them in this section:
"Acceptable data." Empirical, replicable and testable data as evidenced in supporting
documentation, statistics, reports, studies or research. (Def. added July 7, 2011, P.L.277, No.60)
"Agency." Any department, departmental administrative board or commission, independent
board or commission, agency or other authority of this Commonwealth now existing or hereafter
created, but shall not include the Senate or the House of Representatives, the Pennsylvania Fish
Commission, the Pennsylvania Game Commission or any court, political subdivision, municipal
or local authority.
"Commission." The Independent Regulatory Review Commission.

"Committee." A standing committee of the Senate or the House of Representatives designated by
the President pro tempore of the Senate for the Senate or by the Speaker of the House of
Representatives for the House. The designation shall prescribe the jurisdiction of each standing
committee over the various State agencies for purposes of this act. The designation shall be
transmitted to the Legislative Reference Bureau for publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.
"Commonwealth Attorneys Act." The act of October 15, 1980 (P.L.950, No.164), known as the
"Commonwealth Attorneys Act."
"Commonwealth Documents Law." The act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.769, No.240), referred to as
the Commonwealth Documents Law.
"Designated standing committee." (Def. deleted by amendment).
"Family." A parent, spouse, child, brother or sister.
"Final-form regulation." A regulation previously published as a proposed regulation pursuant to
the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.769, No.240), referred to as the Commonwealth Documents Law,
which an agency submits to the commission and the committees following the close of the public
comment period.
"Final-omitted regulation." A regulation which an agency submits to the commission and the
committees for which the agency has omitted notice of proposed rulemaking pursuant to section
204 of the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.769, No.240), referred to as the Commonwealth Documents
Law.
"Promulgate." To publish an order adopting a final-form or final-omitted regulation in
accordance with the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.769, No.240), referred to as the Commonwealth
Documents Law.
"Proposed regulation." A document intended for promulgation as a regulation which an agency
submits to the commission and the committees and for which the agency gives notice of
proposed rulemaking and holds a public comment period pursuant to the act of July 31, 1968
(P.L.769, No.240), referred to as the Commonwealth Documents Law.
"Regulation." Any rule or regulation, or order in the nature of a rule or regulation, promulgated
by an agency under statutory authority in the administration of any statute administered by or
relating to the agency or amending, revising or otherwise altering the terms and provisions of an
existing regulation, or prescribing the practice or procedure before such agency. The term shall
also include actions of the Liquor Control Board which have an effect on the discount rate for
retail licensees. The term shall not include a proclamation, executive order, directive or similar
document issued by the Governor, but shall include a regulation which may be promulgated by
an agency, only with the approval of the Governor.
"Small business." As defined in accordance with the size standards described by the United
States Small Business Administration's Small Business Size Regulations under 13 CFR Ch. 1

Part 121 (relating to Small Business Size Regulations) or its successor regulation. (Def. added
June 29, 2012, P.L.657, No.76)
"Withdrawal." Removal of a proposed, final-form or final-omitted regulation by an agency from
the review process so that the commission and the committees are prevented from taking further
action on the regulation.
(3 amended June 25, 1997, P.L.252, No.24)
Compiler's Note: The name of the Pennsylvania Fish Commission, referred to in this section,
was changed to the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission by the Act 39 of 1991. See 30
Pa.C.S. § 308 (relating to designation of commission).
Section 4. Composition of commission; membership, compensation; vacancies; removal.
(a) The Independent Regulatory Review Commission shall consist of five members to be known
as commissioners. One commissioner shall be appointed by the Governor to serve at the
Governor's pleasure, one by the President pro tempore of the Senate, one by the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, one by the Minority Leader of the Senate and one by the Minority
Leader of the House of Representatives. A member of the General Assembly or any other officer
or employee of State Government may not serve as a commissioner; but a commissioner may
serve on advisory boards and commissions, or on other boards and commissions which do not
promulgate any rules and regulations which may come before the commission for review
pursuant to this act.
(b) Each appointment provided for by subsection (a), except for the Governor's appointment,
shall be for a term of three years. ((b) amended Dec. 6, 2002, P.L.1227, No.148)
(c) An appointment to fill a vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired term shall be made in the
same manner as set forth in subsection (a). Upon the expiration of a commissioner's term of
office, the commissioner shall continue to hold office until a successor is appointed.
(d) The commissioner who is elected to serve as the chairperson in accordance with subsection
(g) shall receive $300 per day as compensation for services rendered to the commission. Each of
the other commissioners shall receive $250 per day as compensation for services rendered to the
commission. A commissioner shall also be entitled to reimbursement for travel and other
necessary expenses incurred as a result of official duties. The expenses incurred by a
commissioner, or by an employee of the commission, shall be paid on the presentation of
itemized vouchers therefor, which vouchers shall be subject to the approval of the commission.
(e) Except as authorized pursuant to subsection (f) or (h) and except for the Governor's appointee
who shall serve at the Governor's pleasure, a commissioner may not be removed during the
commissioner's term of office. The Governor may, with the approval of two-thirds of the
members of the Senate, upon clear and convincing evidence of misfeasance or malfeasance in
office or neglect of duty, remove a commissioner prior to the expiration of the commissioner's

term. The Governor shall provide the commissioner to be removed with a detailed written
statement of the reasons for removal.
(f) A commissioner formally charged before a court of record with the commission of a felony or
with a misdemeanor as provided by 18 Pa.C.S. Pt. II Art. E (relating to offenses against public
administration) shall immediately be suspended as a commissioner until the charge is dismissed
or a verdict of acquittal is announced. If a commissioner pleads guilty or nolo contendere or is
found guilty of such offense, or receives probation without verdict, disposition in lieu of trial or
an accelerated rehabilitative disposition for felony or misdemeanor charges in this
Commonwealth or in any other jurisdiction, that commissioner shall immediately be removed
from the commission upon announcement of the verdict or disposition by the court or upon the
court's acceptance of a plea of guilty or nolo contendere.
(f.1) A commissioner may not participate in deliberations regarding any regulation which
significantly affects the operation or activities of any organization (except a nonprofit
organization certified under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (Public Law
99-514, 26 U.S.C. § 501(c)(3)) in which the commissioner holds a nonsalaried position) in which
the commissioner, or any member of the commissioner's family, owns shares of stock in excess
of 5% of the total issue of the stock, has an ownership interest in excess of 5% of the total
ownership or serves as an officer, director, trustee, partner or employee. Within 90 days of
appointment, and annually thereafter, each commissioner shall disclose all business affiliations
and financial interests. The disclosure statement shall be filed with the executive director of the
commission and the Ethics Commission and shall be available for public inspection during
business hours of the commission. Each commissioner's disclosure statement shall remain on file
as long as the commissioner remains on the commission. If a commissioner has or may have a
conflict of interest or feels another commissioner has or may have a conflict of interest in
deliberating on a regulation, the commissioner shall, prior to the vote on the regulation, disclose
the conflict or potential conflict. The commissioner may request a ruling from the chairperson of
the commission upon the question of whether the conflict or potential conflict disqualifies the
commissioner from voting on the regulation. A commissioner may challenge the ruling of the
chairperson, and, in that case, the question shall be resolved by majority vote of the commission.
The chairperson or a majority of the commissioners may request the Ethics Commission to
provide advice regarding conflicts of interest, and the advice, when given, shall be binding upon
the commission. A commissioner commits a misdemeanor of the second degree by knowingly
and intentionally violating the provisions of this subsection. The commission or its employees
when acting in good faith on an opinion issued to a commissioner by the chairperson or the
Ethics Commission shall not be subject to criminal or civil penalties levied under the act of
October 4, 1978 (P.L.883, No.170), referred to as the Public Official and Employee Ethics Law,
for so acting, provided the material facts are as stated in the request for an opinion. In addition to
the requirements of this act, a commissioner is subject to the Public Official and Employee
Ethics Law.
(g) The commission shall elect a chairperson, who shall serve for a term of two years and until a
successor is elected. The chairperson shall preside at meetings of the commission and shall
execute documents relating to the formal actions of the commission.

(h) The commission shall meet before the period for its review of regulations under this act
expires and at other times as necessary to transact the business of the commission and insure an
expeditious and orderly review of regulations under this act. Meetings shall be held at times and
places set by the chairperson. A meeting may be scheduled by the commission upon the
provision of at least ten days' notice to all affected agencies and the committees. A commissioner
who does not attend three consecutive meetings without cause may be removed as a
commissioner by the authority appointing the commissioner. ((h) amended Dec. 6, 2002,
P.L.1227, No.148)
(i) For purposes of conducting official business, a quorum consists of three commissioners. A
commissioner must be physically present to be counted toward the quorum. If the commission is
unable to conduct business for lack of a quorum, the deadline for the commission to take action
on a regulation in accordance with this act shall be postponed for 30 days or until the next
meeting at which a quorum is in attendance, whichever first occurs.
(4 amended June 25, 1997, P.L.252, No.24)
Section 5. Proposed regulations; procedures for review.
(a) On the same date that an agency submits a proposed regulation to the Legislative Reference
Bureau for publication of notice of proposed rulemaking in the Pennsylvania Bulletin as required
by the Commonwealth Documents Law, the agency shall submit to the commission and the
committees a copy of the proposed regulation and a regulatory analysis form which includes the
following:
(1) The title of the agency and the names, office addresses and telephone numbers of the
agency officials responsible for responding to questions regarding the regulation or for
receiving comments relating to the regulation.
(1.1) A specific citation to the Federal or State statutory or regulatory authority or the
decision of a Federal or State court under which the agency is proposing the regulation,
which the regulation is designed to implement or which may mandate or affect
compliance with the regulation.
(2) A concise and, when possible, nontechnical explanation of the proposed regulation.
(3) A statement of the need for the regulation.
(4) Estimates of the direct and indirect costs to the Commonwealth, to its political
subdivisions and to the private sector. Insofar as the proposed regulation relates to costs
to the Commonwealth, the agency may submit in lieu of its own statement the fiscal note
prepared by the Office of the Budget pursuant to section 612 of the act of April 9, 1929
(P.L.177, No.175), known as "The Administrative Code of 1929."
(5) A statement of legal, accounting or consulting procedures and additional reporting,
recordkeeping or other paperwork, including copies of forms or reports, which will be

required for implementation of the regulation and an explanation of measures which have
been taken to minimize these requirements.
(7) A schedule for review of the proposed regulation, including the date by which the
agency must receive comments; the date or dates on which public hearings will be held;
the expected date of promulgation of the proposed regulation as a final-form regulation;
the expected effective date of the final-form regulation; the date by which compliance
with the final-form regulation will be required; and the date by which required permits,
licenses or other approvals must be obtained.
(8) ((8) deleted by amendment June 25, 1997, P.L.252, No.24)
(9) An identification of the types of persons, small businesses, businesses and
organizations which would be affected by the regulation.
(10) An identification of the financial, economic and social impact of the regulation on
individuals, small businesses, business and labor communities and other public and
private organizations and, when practicable, an evaluation of the benefits expected as a
result of the regulation.
(10.1) For any proposed regulation that may have an adverse impact on small businesses,
an economic impact statement that includes the following:
(i) An identification and estimate of the number of the small businesses subject to
the proposed regulation.
(ii) The projected reporting, recordkeeping and other administrative costs required
for compliance with the proposed regulation, including the type of professional
skills necessary for preparation of the report or record.
(iii) A statement of the probable effect on impacted small businesses.
(iv) A description of any less intrusive or less costly alternative methods of
achieving the purpose of the proposed regulation.
(11) A description of any special provisions which have been developed to meet the
particular needs of affected groups and persons, including minorities, the elderly, small
businesses and farmers.
(12) A description of any alternative regulatory provisions which have been considered
and rejected and a statement that the least burdensome acceptable alternative has been
selected.
(12.1) A regulatory flexibility analysis in which the agency shall, where consistent with
health, safety, environmental and economic welfare, consider utilizing regulatory
methods that will accomplish the objectives of applicable statutes while minimizing

adverse impact on small businesses. The agency shall consider, without limitation, each
of the following methods of reducing the impact of the proposed regulation on small
businesses:
(i) the establishment of less stringent compliance or reporting requirements for
small businesses;
(ii) the establishment of less stringent schedules or deadlines for compliance or
reporting requirements for small businesses;
(iii) the consolidation or simplification of compliance or reporting requirements
for small businesses;
(iv) the establishment of performance standards for small businesses to replace
design or operational standards required in the proposed regulation; and
(v) the exemption of small businesses from all or any part of the requirements
contained in the proposed regulation.
(13) A description of the plan developed for evaluating the continuing effectiveness of
the regulation after its implementation.
(14) A description of any data upon which a regulation is based with a detailed
explanation of how the data was obtained and why the data is acceptable data. An agency
advocating that any data is acceptable data shall have the burden of proving that the data
is acceptable.
((a) amended June 29, 2012, P.L.657, No.76)
(b) The requirements of subsection (a) shall not diminish the requirements of section 201 of the
Commonwealth Documents Law, but the information required by this section may be included in
the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin in lieu of the
information required by paragraphs (2) and (3) of section 201 of the Commonwealth Documents
Law. The agency shall hold a public comment period which shall commence with the publication
of the notice of proposed rulemaking and shall continue for not less than 30 days unless section
203(1) or (2) of the Commonwealth Documents Law applies.
(c) From the date of submission of the proposed regulation, the agency shall submit to the
commission and the committees, within five business days of receipt, a copy of comments which
the agency receives relating to the proposed regulation. The agency shall also, upon request,
submit to the commission and the committees copies of reports from advisory groups and other
documents received from or disseminated to the public relating to the proposed regulation and
public notices or announcements relating to solicitation of public comments or meetings which
the agency held or will hold relating to the proposed regulation.

(d) The committees may, at any time prior to the submittal of the regulation in final-form,
convey to the agency and the commission their comments, recommendations and objections to
the proposed regulation and a copy of any staff reports deemed pertinent. The comments,
recommendations and objections may refer to the criteria in section 5.2.
(e) ((e) deleted by amendment)
(f) An agency may not submit a proposed regulation to the committees for review during the
period from the end of the legislative session in an even-numbered year to the date by which
both committees have been designated in the next succeeding legislative session, but an agency
may submit a proposed regulation and the material required under subsection (a) to the
commission and the Legislative Reference Bureau during this period in accordance with
subsection (a). The public comment period shall commence with the publication of the notice of
proposed rulemaking and end on the date designated by the agency under subsection (b). The
agency shall submit the proposed regulation and required material to the committees no later
than the second Monday after the date by which both committee designations have been
published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. If the agency does not deliver the proposed regulation
and all material required under this section in the time prescribed in this subsection, the agency
shall be deemed to have withdrawn the proposed regulation.
(g) The commission may, within thirty days after the close of the public comment period, convey
to the agency and committees any comments, recommendations and objections to the proposed
regulation. The comments, recommendations and objections shall specify the regulatory review
criterion set forth in section 5.2 which the proposed regulation has not met. If the commission
does not comment on, make recommendations regarding or object to any portion of the proposed
regulation within the time provided in this subsection, the commission shall be deemed to have
approved that portion of the proposed regulation. Disapproval of the final-form regulation by the
commission shall relate only to comments, recommendations and objections raised by the
commission to the proposed regulation; to changes which the agency made to the proposed
regulation; or to recommendations, comments or objections which a committee conveyed to the
agency or the commission.
(h) The commission shall provide comments to the agency if the required submissions under
subsection (a)(9), (10), (10.1) and (12.1) demonstrate an adverse impact on small businesses. ((h)
added June 29, 2012, P.L.657, No.76)
(5 amended Dec. 6, 2002, P.L.1227, No.148)
Compiler's Note: Section 5 of Act 76 of 2012, which amended subsec. (a) and added subsec.
(h), provided that Act 76 shall apply to regulations submitted on or after the effective date of Act
76 to the Legislative Reference Bureau for publication of notice of proposed rulemaking in the
Pennsylvania Bulletin as required by the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.769, No.240), referred to as
the Commonwealth Documents Law.
Compiler's Note: Section 5 of Act 148 of 2002, which amended section 5, provided that Act
148 shall apply to proposed, final-form and final-omitted regulations which an agency submits

on or after the effective date of Act 148 to the Independent Regulatory Review Commission and
to "committees" as defined in section 3.
Section 5.1. Final-form regulations and final-omitted regulations; procedures for review.
(a) The agency shall review and consider public comments and the comments of the committees
and commission pursuant to this section. Within five business days of receipt of a public
comment, the agency shall notify the commentator of the agency's address and telephone number
where the commentator may submit a request for the information concerning the final-form
regulation under subsection (b). Upon completion of the agency's review of comments, the
agency shall submit to the commission and the committees a copy of its response to the
comments received, the names and addresses of commentators who have requested additional
information relating to the final-form regulation and the text of the final-form regulation which
the agency intends to adopt. If an agency does not submit or withdraws and does not resubmit the
final-form regulation within two years of the close of the public comment period but still desires
to promulgate the final-form regulation, the agency shall republish the regulation as a proposed
regulation with a new public comment period in accordance with the Commonwealth Documents
Law. If the agency is prevented from delivering its final-form regulation to the commission and
the committees within the time period provided for in this subsection because of the adjournment
sine die or expiration of the legislative session in an even-numbered year, the agency shall
deliver its final-form regulation in accordance with subsection (f).
(b) On the same date that the agency submits the material required in subsection (a) to the
commission and the committees, the agency shall send a notice of submission and a copy of the
text of the final-form regulation or a copy of all changes to the proposed regulation which are
incorporated into the final-form regulation to each commentator who requested this information
pursuant to subsection (a). The agency is not responsible for notifying each party whose name
appears on petitions or membership lists who did not present individual comments on the
regulation.
(c) The agency shall submit final-omitted regulations to the commission and the committees for
review under this section on the same date that the agency submits the regulations to the
Attorney General for review as provided in section 204(b) of the Commonwealth Attorneys Act.
The requirements of section 5, except for the requirements for holding a public comment period
and for notifying commentators, are applicable to final-omitted regulations. If the agency makes
revisions pursuant to subsection (g), the agency shall deliver copies of the revisions to the
Attorney General on the same date that the agency delivers the revisions to the commission and
the committees.
(d) ((d) deleted by amendment)
(e) The commission may have until its next scheduled meeting which occurs no less than 30 days
after receipt of the final-form or final-omitted regulation to approve or disapprove the final-form
or final-omitted regulation. The commission shall notify the agency and the committees of its
approval or disapproval. If the commission does not disapprove the final-form or final-omitted

regulation within the time allotted in this subsection, the commission shall be deemed to have
approved the final-form or final-omitted regulation.
(f) An agency may not deliver a final-form or final-omitted regulation to the commission and the
committees after the adjournment sine die or expiration of the legislative session in an evennumbered year. The agency may not deliver the final-form or final-omitted regulation until the
fourth Monday in January of the next year. On that date, the agency shall resubmit the final-form
or final-omitted regulation and required material to the committees and the commission. If either
committee has not been designated by the fourth Monday in January, the agency may not deliver
the final-form or final-omitted regulation and required material to the committees and the
commission until both committees are designated.
(g) Except as provided in this subsection, the agency may not make any changes to a final-form
or final-omitted regulation after the agency submits the final-form or final-omitted regulation to
the commission and the committees.
(1) Prior to the expiration of the date on which either of the committees takes action on
the final-form or final-omitted regulation, pursuant to subsection (j.2) or (j.3) or the
expiration of the commission's review period prescribed in subsection (e), whichever
occurs first, the agency may, unless the commission shall object, toll the time for the
commission's and the committees' review of the final-form or final-omitted regulation in
order to allow time for the agency to consider revisions to the final-form or final-omitted
regulation recommended by the commission or a committee.
(2) Tolling under paragraph (1) may last for up to 30 days. If within 30 days the agency
does not submit revisions to the committees and the commission or does not notify the
commission and the committees in writing that it will not submit revisions but wishes the
commission and the committees to resume their review, the agency shall be deemed to
have withdrawn the final-form or final-omitted regulation.
(3) The committees shall have the remainder of the 20-day review period or ten days
from the date of receipt of the revised final-form or final-omitted regulation or written
notification under paragraph (2), whichever is longer, to take action pursuant to
subsection (j.2) or (j.3), and the commission may have until its next scheduled meeting
which occurs after the expiration of the committee review period but not less than 15
days after receipt of the revised final-form or final-omitted regulation or written
notification under paragraph (2) to review the final-form or final-omitted regulation. If
the commission does not disapprove the final-form or final-omitted regulation or a
committee does not notify the commission and the agency that it has disapproved the
regulation or that it intends to review the regulation pursuant to subsection (j.2), within
the respective time periods, the regulation shall be deemed approved.
(4) The agency may not toll the time for review of any final-form or final-omitted
regulation more than one time.

(5) The agency may not submit revisions or notification that the regulation will not be
revised after the adjournment sine die or the expiration of the legislative session in an
even-numbered year. If the committees and the commission are prevented from
completing their review pursuant to this subsection because of the adjournment sine die
or the expiration of the legislative session in an even-numbered year, the agency shall
resubmit the final-form or final-omitted regulation and review shall proceed in
accordance within subsection (j.3).
(h) ((h) deleted by amendment)
(i) ((i) deleted by amendment)
(j) The commission shall accept public comments only up to 48 hours prior to the commission's
public meeting unless the comments are submitted at the request of the commission. The
commission shall receive comments from the agency or members of the General Assembly until
the commission acts on the regulation. The commission shall transmit comments received during
the 48-hour period prior to the commission's public meeting to the agency and the committees
upon receipt. The commission shall accept additional public comments only after the public
meeting has been called to order.
(j.1) A committee shall have at least 20 days from receipt of the information required under
subsection (a) or receipt of the information required under subsection (c) to take action pursuant
to subsection (j.2). If the committees are prevented from completing their 20-day review because
of the adjournment sine die or expiration of the legislative session in an even-numbered year,
their review of the final-form or final-omitted regulation shall automatically be suspended until
the fourth Monday in January of the next year. On that date, the agency shall resubmit the finalform or final-omitted regulation and required material to the committees and the commission. If
either committee has not been designated by the fourth Monday in January, the agency may not
deliver the final-form or final-omitted regulation and required material to the commission and
the committees until both committees have been designated. If the agency does not deliver the
final-form or final-omitted regulation and required material to the commission and the
committees by the second Monday after the date by which both committee designations have
been published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin, the agency shall be deemed to have withdrawn the
regulation. In computing the remaining time for committee review, the number of days in which
the committees have had the final-form or the final-omitted regulation under review as of the
adjournment sine die or expiration of the prior session shall be subtracted from the 20-day
committee review period, but the committee review period in the next succeeding legislative
session shall not be less than ten days. The commission shall not act on a regulation until the
committee review period has expired. This section shall not apply to emergency-certified
regulations adopted pursuant to the provisions of section 6(d).
(j.2) At any time during the commission's review period up to 24 hours prior to the opening of
the commission's public meeting, a committee may notify the commission and the agency that it
has approved or disapproved a final-form or final-omitted regulation or that it intends to review
the regulation. If the commission approves a regulation and a committee has not notified the
commission and the agency that it has disapproved the regulation or that it intends to review the

regulation, the agency may promulgate the regulation. If the commission approves a regulation
and a committee has notified the commission and the agency that it has disapproved the
regulation or that it intends to review the regulation, the agency may not promulgate the
regulation for 14 days after the committee has received the commission's approval order. During
this 14-day period, the committee may take action on the regulation pursuant to section 7(d). If at
the expiration of the 14-day period the committee has not taken action on the regulation pursuant
to section 7(d), the agency may promulgate the regulation.
(j.3) If the committees are prevented from completing their 14-day review because of
adjournment sine die or expiration of the legislative session in an even-numbered year, their
review of the final-form or final-omitted regulation shall automatically be suspended until the
fourth Monday in January of the next year. On that date, the agency shall resubmit the final-form
or final-omitted regulation and required material to the committees and the commission. If either
committee has not been designated by the fourth Monday in January, the agency may not deliver
the final-form or final-omitted regulation and required material to the committees and the
commission until both committees are designated. If the agency does not deliver the final-form
or final-omitted regulation and required material to the commission and the committees by the
second Monday after the date by which both committee designations have been published in the
Pennsylvania Bulletin, the agency shall be deemed to have withdrawn the final-form or finalomitted regulation. In determining the remaining time for committee review, the number of days
in which the committees have had the final-form or the final-omitted regulation under review as
of the adjournment sine die or expiration of the prior session shall be subtracted from the 14-day
committee review period, but the committee review period in the next succeeding legislative
session shall not be less than ten days. An agency may not submit a final-form or final-omitted
regulation to the commission or the committees for review during the period from the
adjournment sine die or expiration of the legislative session of an even-numbered year to the date
by which both committees have been designated in the next succeeding legislative session. This
subsection shall not apply to emergency-certified regulations adopted pursuant to the provisions
of section 6(d).
(j.4) If the commission disapproves a final-form or final-omitted regulation, the commission, the
committees and the agency will proceed in accordance with section 6.
(k) The commission shall note and shall make a part of the public record all comments which it
receives relating to a regulation and shall retain the comments for four years after the
promulgation of the regulation.
(l) Except for emergency-certified regulations adopted under section 6(d), an agency may
not promulgate a regulation until completion of the review provided for in this act.
(5.1 amended Dec. 6, 2002, P.L.1227, No.148)
Compiler's Note: Section 5 of Act 148 of 2002, which amended section 5.1, provided that Act
148 shall apply to proposed, final-form and final-omitted regulations which an agency submits
on or after the effective date of Act 148 to the Independent Regulatory Review Commission and
to "committees" as defined in section 3.

Section 5.2. Criteria for review of regulations.
(a) In determining whether a proposed, final-form, final-omitted or existing regulation is in the
public interest, the commission shall, first and foremost, determine whether the agency has the
statutory authority to promulgate the regulation and whether the regulation conforms to the
intention of the General Assembly in the enactment of the statute upon which the regulation is
based. In making its determination, the commission shall consider written comments submitted
by the committees and current members of the General Assembly, pertinent opinions of
Pennsylvania's courts and formal opinions of the Attorney General.
(b) Upon a finding that the regulation is consistent with the statutory authority of the agency and
with the intention of the General Assembly in the enactment of the statute upon which the
regulation is based, the commission shall consider the following in determining whether the
regulation is in the public interest:
(1) Economic or fiscal impacts of the regulation, which include the following:
(i) Direct and indirect costs to the Commonwealth, to its political subdivisions
and to the private sector.
(ii) Adverse effects on prices of goods and services, productivity or competition.
(iii) The nature of required reports, forms or other paperwork and the estimated
cost of their preparation by individuals, businesses and organizations in the public
and private sectors.
(iv) The nature and estimated cost of legal, consulting or accounting services
which the public or private sector may incur.
(v) The impact on the public interest of exempting or setting lesser standards of
compliance for individuals or small businesses when it is lawful, desirable and
feasible to do so.
(2) The protection of the public health, safety and welfare and the effect on this
Commonwealth's natural resources.
(3) The clarity, feasibility and reasonableness of the regulation to be determined by
considering the following:
(i) Possible conflict with or duplication of statutes or existing regulations.
(ii) Clarity and lack of ambiguity.
(iii) Need for the regulation.

(iv) Reasonableness of requirements, implementation procedures and timetables
for compliance by the public and private sectors.
(v) Whether acceptable data is the basis of the regulation.
(4) Whether the regulation represents a policy decision of such a substantial nature that it
requires legislative review.
(5) Comments, objections or recommendations of a committee.
(6) Compliance with the provisions of this act or the regulations of the commission in
promulgating the regulation.
(7) Whether the regulation is supported by acceptable data.
(8) Whether a less costly or less intrusive alternative method of achieving the goal of the
regulation has been considered for regulations impacting small business. ((8) added June
29, 2012, P.L.657, No.76)
(5.2 amended July 7, 2011, P.L.277, No.60)
Compiler's Note: Section 5 of Act 148 of 2002, which added section 5.2, provided that Act 148
shall apply to proposed, final-form and final-omitted regulations which an agency submits on or
after the effective date of Act 148 to the Independent Regulatory Review Commission and to
"committees" as defined in section 3.
Section 6. Procedures for disapproval of final-form and final-omitted regulations; emergencycertified regulations.
(a) If the commission disapproves a final-form or final-omitted regulation, the commission shall
deliver its disapproval order to the Legislative Reference Bureau, the committees and the agency.
The commission shall notify commentators who have requested additional information under
section 5.1(a) of the commission's vote to disapprove. The disapproval order shall specify the
regulatory review criteria which the final-form or final-omitted regulation has not met. The
agency shall review the commission's order and proceed pursuant to section 7(a).
(b) The commission's order disapproving a final-form or final-omitted regulation shall bar the
agency from promulgating that regulation pending subsequent review under section 7.
(c) ((c) deleted by amendment)
(d) The commission may not issue an order barring an agency from promulgating a final-form or
final-omitted regulation if the Attorney General certifies that the final-form or final-omitted
regulation is required pursuant to the decree of any court or to implement the provisions of a
statute of the United States or regulations issued thereunder by a Federal agency or if the
Governor certifies that the final-form or final-omitted regulation is required to meet an

emergency which includes conditions which may threaten the public health, safety or welfare;
cause a budget deficit; or create the need for supplemental or deficiency appropriations of greater
than $1,000,000. In those cases, the final-form or final-omitted regulation may take effect on the
date of publication or on a later date specified in the order adopting the final-form or finalomitted regulation. The commission and the committees shall review the final-form or finalomitted regulation pursuant to the procedures provided for in this act. If the final-form or finalomitted regulation is disapproved pursuant to those procedures, that regulation shall be rescinded
after 120 days or upon final disapproval, whichever occurs later.
(6 amended Dec. 6, 2002, P.L.1227, No.148)
Compiler's Note: Section 5 of Act 148 of 2002, which amended section 6, provided that Act
148 shall apply to proposed, final-form and final-omitted regulations which an agency submits
on or after the effective date of Act 148 to the Independent Regulatory Review Commission and
to "committees" as defined in section 3.
Section 6.1. Agency action pursuant to statute. (6.1 deleted by amendment June 25, 1997,
P.L.252, No.24).
Section 7. Procedures for subsequent review of disapproved final-form or final-omitted
regulations.
(a) An agency may select one of the following options for proceeding with a regulation which
has been disapproved by the commission:
(1) To proceed further with the final-form or final-omitted regulation pursuant to
subsection (b).
(2) To proceed further with the final-form or final-omitted regulation pursuant to
subsection (c).
(3) To withdraw the final-form or final-omitted regulation.
(a.1) ((a.1) deleted by amendment)
(b) If the agency decides to adopt the final-form or final-omitted regulation without revisions or
further modifications, the agency shall submit a report to the committees and the commission
within 40 days of the agency's receipt of the commission's disapproval order. The agency's report
shall contain the final-form or final-omitted regulation, the commission's disapproval order and
the agency's response and recommendations regarding the final-form or final-omitted regulation.
If the committees are prevented from receiving the report because of adjournment sine die or
expiration of the legislative session in an even-numbered year, the agency shall submit its report
to the commission and the committees on the fourth Monday in January of the next year. If either
committee has not been designated by the fourth Monday in January, the agency may not deliver
the report to the committees and the commission until both committees are designated, but the
agency shall deliver its report to the commission and the committees no later than the second

Monday after the date by which both committee designations have been published in the
Pennsylvania Bulletin. If the agency does not deliver the report to the committees and the
commission in the time prescribed in this subsection, the agency shall be deemed to have
withdrawn the final-form or final-omitted regulation.
(c) If the agency decides to revise or modify the final-form or final-omitted regulation in order to
respond to objections raised by the commission and adopt that regulation with revisions or
modifications, the agency shall submit a report to the committees and the commission within 40
days of the agency's receipt of the commission's disapproval order. The agency's report shall
contain the revised final-form or final-omitted regulation, the findings of the commission, and
the agency's response and recommendations regarding the revised final-form or final-omitted
regulation. If the committees are prevented from receiving the report because of adjournment
sine die or expiration of the legislative session in an even-numbered year, the agency shall
submit the report to the commission and the committees on the fourth Monday in January of the
next year. If either committee has not been designated by the fourth Monday in January, the
agency may not deliver the report to the committees and the commission until both committees
are designated, but the agency shall deliver its report to the commission and the committees no
later than the second Monday after the date by which both committee designations have been
published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. If the agency does not deliver its report to the
commission and the committees in the time prescribed in this subsection, the agency shall be
deemed to have withdrawn the final-form or final-omitted regulation.
(c.1) The commission may have until its next scheduled meeting, which occurs no less than 15
days from receipt of the agency's report to approve or disapprove the agency's report. The
commission shall deliver its approval or disapproval order to the committees for consideration by
the General Assembly pursuant to subsection (d). If the commission is prevented from delivering
its order to the committees within the time period provided for in this subsection because of the
adjournment sine die or expiration of the legislative session in an even-numbered year, the
commission shall deliver its order on the fourth Monday of January of the next year. If either
committee has not been designated by the fourth Monday in January, the commission may not
deliver its order to the committees until both committees are designated, but the commission
shall deliver its order no later than the second Monday after the date by which both committee
designations have been published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. If the commission does not
deliver its order disapproving the agency's report and revised final-form or final-omitted
regulation in the time prescribed by this subsection, the commission shall be deemed to have
approved the agency's report and the revised final-form or final-omitted regulation.
(d) Upon receipt of the commission's order pursuant to subsection (c.1) or at the expiration of the
commission's review period if the commission does not act on the regulation or does not deliver
its order pursuant to subsection (c.1), one or both of the committees may, within 14 calendar
days, report to the House of Representatives or Senate a concurrent resolution and notify the
agency. During the 14-calendar-day period, the agency may not promulgate the final-form or
final-omitted regulation. If, by the expiration of the 14-calendar-day period, neither committee
reports a concurrent resolution, the committees shall be deemed to have approved the final-form
or final-omitted regulation, and the agency may promulgate that regulation. If either committee
reports a concurrent resolution before the expiration of the 14-day period, the Senate and the

House of Representatives shall each have 30 calendar days or ten legislative days, whichever is
longer, from the date on which the concurrent resolution has been reported, to adopt the
concurrent resolution. If the General Assembly adopts the concurrent resolution by majority vote
in both the Senate and the House of Representatives, the concurrent resolution shall be presented
to the Governor in accordance with section 9 of Article III of the Constitution of Pennsylvania. If
the Governor does not return the concurrent resolution to the General Assembly within ten
calendar days after it is presented, the Governor shall be deemed to have approved the concurrent
resolution. If the Governor vetoes the concurrent resolution, the General Assembly may override
that veto by a two-thirds vote in each house. The Senate and the House of Representatives shall
each have 30 calendar days or ten legislative days, whichever is longer, to override the veto. If
the General Assembly does not adopt the concurrent resolution or override the veto in the time
prescribed in this subsection, it shall be deemed to have approved the final-form or final-omitted
regulation. Notice as to any final disposition of a concurrent resolution considered in accordance
with this section shall be published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. The bar on promulgation of the
final-form or final-omitted regulation shall continue until that regulation has been approved or
deemed approved in accordance with this subsection. If the General Assembly adopts the
concurrent resolution and the Governor approves or is deemed to have approved the concurrent
resolution or if the General Assembly overrides the Governor's veto of the concurrent resolution,
the agency shall be barred from promulgating the final-form or final-omitted regulation. If the
General Assembly does not adopt the concurrent resolution or if the Governor vetoes the
concurrent resolution and the General Assembly does not override the Governor's veto, the
agency may promulgate the final-form or final-omitted regulation. The General Assembly may,
at its discretion, adopt a concurrent resolution disapproving the final-form or final-omitted
regulation to indicate the intent of the General Assembly but permit the agency to promulgate
that regulation.
(7 amended Dec. 6, 2002, P.L.1227, No.148)
Compiler's Note: Section 5 of Act 148 of 2002, which amended section 7, provided that Act
148 shall apply to proposed, final-form and final-omitted regulations which an agency submits
on or after the effective date of Act 148 to the Independent Regulatory Review Commission and
to "committees" as defined in section 3.
Section 7.1. Classification of documents.
If the commission or a committee finds that a published or unpublished document should be
promulgated as a regulation, the commission or committee may present the matter to the Joint
Committee on Documents. The Joint Committee on Documents shall determine whether the
document should be promulgated as a regulation and may order an agency either to promulgate
the document as a regulation within 180 days or to desist from the use of the document in the
business of the agency.
(7.1 amended June 25, 1997, P.L.252, No.24)
Section 8. Changes in final-form and final-omitted regulations.

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), an agency may not make changes to a final-form or
final-omitted regulation after that regulation has been approved or has been deemed approved by
the committees or the commission pursuant to this act.
(b) Subsection (a) does not apply to changes made at the direction of the Office of Attorney
General pursuant to its review under section 204(b) of the Commonwealth Attorneys Act.
(8 amended June 25, 1997, P.L.252, No.24)
Section 8.1. Existing regulations.
The commission, on its motion or at the request of any person or member of the General
Assembly, may review any existing regulation which has been in effect for at least three years. If
a committee of the Senate or the House of Representatives requests a review of an existing
regulation, the commission shall perform the review and shall assign it high priority. The
commission may submit recommendations to an agency recommending changes in existing
regulations if it finds the existing regulations to be contrary to the public interest under the
criteria established in section 5.2. The commission may also make recommendations to the
General Assembly and the Governor for statutory changes if the commission finds that any
existing regulation may be contrary to the public interest.
(8.1 amended Dec. 6, 2002, P.L.1227, No.148)
Section 9. Commission staff.
(a) The commission shall appoint and fix the compensation of a full-time executive director, who
shall be responsible for the general supervision of all the affairs of the commission and for
performing any administrative function or duty which the commission may delegate to the
executive director. The commission shall appoint and fix the compensation of such other
employees as the commission may find necessary for the proper operation of the commission.
(b) The commission shall appoint and fix the compensation of a full-time chief counsel, who
shall not be subject to the supervision of the Attorney General or the General Counsel. The chief
counsel shall supervise, coordinate and administer the legal services provided to the commission.
(9 amended June 25, 1997, P.L.252, No.24)
Section 10. Subpoena power.
The commission has the authority to issue subpoenas for the purpose of requiring the attendance
of persons and the production of documents relating to any function which the commission or its
staff is authorized to perform pursuant to this act. The chairperson or the executive director may
sign a subpoena. The subpoena may be served in any manner authorized under the laws of this
Commonwealth. The commission is authorized to apply to the Commonwealth Court to enforce
its subpoenas.

(10 amended June 25, 1997, P.L.252, No.24)
Section 11. Regulations; annual reports; hearings and advisory group meetings.
(a) The commission, in the performance of its functions under this act, has the power to
promulgate and enforce regulations necessary to carry out the purposes of this act. Regulations
must be promulgated in accordance with the procedures established in the Commonwealth
Documents Law. The regulations shall provide for the commission's notification of filings of
final-form and final-omitted regulations to parties likely to be affected by the final-form and
final-omitted regulations through publication of a notice in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. Prior to
the regulations taking effect, the requirements of this act must be satisfied. For the purposes of
reviewing the regulations of the commission and otherwise satisfying the requirements of this
act, the Joint Committee on Documents shall exercise the rights and perform the functions of the
commission, and the commission shall exercise the rights and perform the functions of an agency
under this act.
(b) On or before April 1, the commission shall file an annual report of its activities for the prior
calendar year with the Governor and the General Assembly.
(c) The commission may hold public hearings on any matter before the commission and may
meet with advisory groups regarding matters before the commission.
(11 amended June 25, 1997, P.L.252, No.24)
Section 12. Clearinghouse.
The commission shall act as a clearinghouse for complaints, comments and other input from
members of the General Assembly and from the public regarding existing, proposed, final-form
and final-omitted regulations. The commission shall maintain accurate records regarding
complaints and comments it receives and shall maintain such records by departmental and
subject matter categories for four years after the date of receipt by the commission. When the
commission files its annual report as provided by section 11, the commission shall include within
it a summary of public complaint and comment along with any recommendations the
commission may offer for statutory change.
(12 amended June 25, 1997, P.L.252, No.24)
Section 12.1. Gubernatorial review.
The Governor may institute procedures for the review and approval of regulations promulgated
by executive agencies prior to their submittal for review under this act, including, but not limited
to, the establishment of a task force or committee, by executive order. The Governor may also
establish procedures for the effective coordination of the review of regulations under the act of
October 15, 1980 (P.L.950, No.164), known as the "Commonwealth Attorneys Act," and
sections 612 and 2203-A of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as "The
Administrative Code of 1929."

Section 13. Appropriation. (Deleted by amendment Feb. 21, 1986, P.L.47, No.16)
Section 14. Repeals.
(a) The following acts or parts of acts are repealed absolutely:
Section 812.2, act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as "The Administrative Code of
1929."
Second, third and fourth sentences of subsection (n) of section 4, act of May 23, 1945 (P.L.913,
No.367), known as the "Professional Engineers Registration Law."
Second and third sentences of section 1410, act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known as the
"Public Welfare Code."
Subsection (c) of section 11, act of November 30, 1976 (P.L.1207, No.265), known as the
"Emergency Medical Services Systems Act."
Subsections (c) and (d) of section 224, act of July 1, 1978 (P.L.700, No.124), known as the
"Bureau of Professional and Occupational Affairs Fee Act."
Subsections (c) and (d) of section 601, act of July 19, 1979 (P.L.130, No.48), known as the
"Health Care Facilities Act."
Third and fourth sentences of subsection (a) and subsection (b) of section 404, act of February
19, 1980 (P.L.15, No.9), known as the "Real Estate Licensing and Registration Act."
Section 107, act of July 7, 1980 (P.L.380, No.97), known as the "Solid Waste Management Act."
Section 6103(b) of Title 75 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes (relating to promulgation
of rules and regulations by department).
(b) All other acts or parts of acts are repealed insofar as they provide for consideration by the
General Assembly or its committees of proposed regulations.
Section 15. Termination date (15 deleted by amendment June 25, 1997, P.L.252, No.24)

APPENDIX G
Protocol for Presentation of
Regulations Under the Regulatory Review Act
Adopted by the EQB on October 24, 1984 and
Amended by the EQB on May 19, 1993, and December 15, 2009

A.

General
1. Proceedings in matters concerning regulations that are reviewed and adopted by the
Environmental Quality Board (EQB) shall be conducted in a manner that minimizes
unnecessary delays and recognizes informal, good-faith negotiations by the EQB
Chairperson and that individual’s designee, pursuant to the requirements of the
Regulatory Review Act (Act).

B.

Responsibilities of the EQB Chairperson
1. The Chairperson of the EQB or that individual’s designee shall represent the EQB in
proceedings conducted pursuant to the Act, including before the Independent
Regulatory Review Commission (IRRC).
2. Acting pursuant to the guidelines in this protocol, the Chairperson of the EQB or that
individual’s designee shall accurately and faithfully present the rationale, policy
considerations and justification for any regulation authorized by the EQB.
3. Within five days of the Department’s receipt of a notice of disapproval of a regulation
from IRRC, the Chairperson of the EQB or that individual’s designee shall schedule a
meeting of the EQB to consider the Department’s recommended response to the
IRRC disapproval order. At this meeting, which may be a regularly scheduled
meeting or a special meeting of the EQB called by the Chairperson of the EQB or that
individual’s designee, the EQB may take any of the following actions that it deems
appropriate in response to the IRRC disapproval:
a. notify the Governor, the designated Standing Committees of the House of
Representatives and the Senate (Standing Committees), and IRRC that the
regulation is withdrawn, pursuant to Section 7(a) of the Act.
b. notify the Governor, the designated Standing Committees and IRRC that the
regulation will be submitted without revisions within 40 days of the
Department’s receipt of the IRRC disapproval order, pursuant to Section 7 (b)
of the Act.; or

c. notify the designated Standing Committees and IRRC that the regulation will
be submitted with further revisions within 40 days of the Department’s receipt
of the IRRC disapproval order, pursuant to Section 7 (c) of the Act.
4. Within five days of the Department’s receipt of a notice of disapproval from either or
both designated Standing Committees, the Chairperson of the EQB or that
individual’s designee shall notify the EQB of such disapproval and, upon approval of
the Board at its next scheduled meeting, withdraw a regulation from consideration by
the designated Standing Committees and IRRC, when deemed necessary.
5. Following the Department’s assessment of any interceding actions that affect the need
for and the promulgation of a rulemaking such as the passage of a new state law or a
change in federal law or regulation, the Chairperson of the EQB or that individual’s
designee may notify IRRC and the designated Standing Committees that the
regulation is withdrawn. Notice of the EQB Chairperson’s action will be shared with
the Board within 5 days from the time notification was sent to IRRC and the Standing
Committees. The action by the Chairperson of the EQB or that individual’s designee
will not prejudice the Board from resubmitting the rulemaking to IRRC and the
Standing Committees at a later time, if directed by the Board at a subsequent meeting.
6. The Chairperson of the EQB or that individual’s designee shall prepare and submit
such reports or other materials that are needed to comply with the procedures
contained in the Act.

APPENDIX H
CHAPTER 23. ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD POLICY FOR
PROCESSING PETITIONS – STATEMENT OF POLICY
Sec.
23.1
23.2
23.3
23.4
23.5
23.6
23.7
23.8

Petitions
Departmental review
Notification
Oral presentation
Board determination
Notice of acceptance and Department report
Response to report
Board consideration

§ 23.1. Petitions.
(a)

Petitions shall be submitted on forms supplied by the Department to the Secretary of the
Department of Environmental Protection, Rachel Carson State Office Building, Post Office
Box 2063, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17105-2063, and shall contain the following information:

(1)

The petitioner’s name, address and telephone number.

(2)

A description of the action requested in the petition and one of the following:
(i)

Suggested regulatory language if the petition requests that the EQB adopt or amend
regulations.

(ii)

A specific citation to the regulations to be repealed if the petition requests that the EQB
repeal existing regulations.

(3)

The reason the petitioner is requesting this action from the EQB, including factual and legal
contentions as well as supporting documentation which establish the petitioner’s justification
for the requested action by the EQB.

(4)

The types of persons, businesses and organizations likely to be impacted by this proposal.

(5)

For petitions for redesignation of streams under Chapter 93 (relating to water quality standards)
and the Clean Streams Law (35 P.S.§§ 691.1-691.1001), the petition shall include the
following information to satisfy paragraph (3):
(i)

A clear delineation of the watershed or stream segment to be redesignated, both in
narrative form and on a map.

(ii)

The current designated use(s) of the watershed or segment.

(iii)

The requested designated use(s) of the watershed or segment.

(b)

(iv)

Available technical data on instream conditions for the following: water chemistry, the
aquatic community (benthic macroinvertebrates and/or fishes), or instream habitat. If
such data are not included, provide a description of the data sources investigated.

(v)

A description of existing and proposed point and nonpoint source discharges and their
impact on water quality or the aquatic community, or both. The names, locations, and
permit numbers of point source discharges and a description of the types and locations
of nonpoint source discharges should be listed.

(vi)

Information regarding any of the qualifiers for designation as High Quality Waters
(HQ) or Exceptional Value Waters (EV) in § 93.4b (relating to qualifying as high
quality or exceptional value waters) used as a basis for the requested designation.

(vii)

A general description of land use and development patterns in the watershed.
Examples include the amount or percentage of public lands (including ownership) and
the amount or percentage of various land use types (such as residential, commercial,
industrial, agricultural, and the like).

(viii)

The names of all municipalities through which the watershed or segment flows,
including an official contact name and address.

(ix)

Locational information relevant to subparagraphs (iv)-(viii) (except for contact names
and addresses) displayed on maps, if possible.

The general procedures in this chapter apply to petitions unless the EQB adopts specific
procedures for a particular type of petition. Special procedures have been adopted for petitions
requesting that the EQB designate an area as unsuitable for mining activity. These petitions
are reviewed under Chapter 86 (relating to surface and underground coal mining: general).

§ 23.2. Departmental review.
The Department will examine the petition to determine if it meets the following conditions:
(1)

The petition is complete as required by § 23.1 (relating to petitions).

(2)

The petition requests an action that can be taken by the EQB.

(3)

The requested action does not conflict with Federal law.

§ 23.3. Notification.
The Department will notify the EQB and petitioner of its determination within 30 days of receipt of the
petition. If the Department determines that the petition is not appropriate for submittal to the EQB
because it does not meet each of the conditions in § 23.2 (relating to Departmental review), the
Department’s notification shall state the reasons for its determination and give the petitioner 30 days to
complete the petition or modify the request.

§ 23.4. Oral presentation.
At the next EQB meeting occurring at least 15 days after the Department’s determination that a
petition is appropriate for consideration by the EQB, the Chairperson of the EQB shall inform the
EQB of the petition for rulemaking, the nature of the request and the petitioner. The Chairperson shall
give the petitioner or the petitioner’s representative the opportunity to make a 5-minute oral
presentation on why the EQB should accept the petition. The Department will also make a
recommendation on whether the EQB should accept the petition.
§ 23.5. Board determination.
The EQB may refuse to accept a petition if it determines that one or more of the following conditions
exist:
(1)

The EQB has within the previous 2 years considered the issue addressed by the petition for
rulemaking as part of an earlier decision concerning the adoption, amendment or deletion of a
regulation.

(2)

The action requested by the petitioner concerns a matter currently in litigation.

(3)

The requested action is not appropriate for rulemaking by the EQB due to policy or regulatory
considerations.

(4)

The petition involves an issue previously considered by the EQB, and it does not contain
information that is new or sufficiently different to warrant reconsideration of that decision. If a
petition does present new or sufficiently different information, this information must have been
either unavailable at the time of the EQB’s previous decision or not contained in the record of
the proceeding in which the previous decision was made.

§ 23.6. Notice of acceptance and Department report.
If the EQB accepts the petition, a notice of acceptance will be published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin
within 30 days. In addition, a report will be prepared in accordance with one of the following
procedures:
(1)

Petitions other than stream redesignation petitions. The Department will prepare a report
evaluating the petition within 60 days. If the report cannot be completed within the 60-day
period, at the next EQB meeting the Department will state how much additional time is
necessary to complete the report. The Department’s report will include a recommendation on
whether the EQB should approve the action requested in the petition. If the recommendation is
to change a regulation, the report will also specify the anticipated date that the EQB will
consider a proposed rulemaking.

(2)

Stream redesignation petitions. The Department will publish notice of its intent to assess the
waters subject to evaluation. The notice will include a request for submittal of technical data
that interested persons have. Following the assessment and review of all technical data, the
Department will prepare a draft evaluation report.

§ 23.7. Response to report.
Upon completing the report, the Department will send a copy of the report to the petitioner. Within 30
days of the mailing of the report, the petitioner may submit to the Department a written response to the
report.
§ 23.8. Board consideration.
The Department will prepare a recommendation to the EQB based on the report and comments
received from the petitioner. If regulatory amendments are recommended, the Department will
develop a proposed rulemaking for EQB consideration within 6 months after the Department mailed
its report to the petitioner. If regulatory amendments are not recommended, the Department will
present its recommendation and basis to the EQB at the first meeting occurring at least 45 days after
the Department mailed its report to the petitioner.

APPENDIX I

INDEPENDENT REGULATORY REVIEW COMMISSION
The Independent Regulatory Review Commission (IRRC) reviews proposed and final regulations from
Pennsylvania state agencies for consistency with the criteria contained in the Regulatory Review Act,
except regulations from the Senate, House of Representatives, the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission, the Pennsylvania Game Commission, or any court or political subdivision. The criteria
includes the statutory authority for the agency to promulgate the regulation, consistency with the
statute which the regulation implements, the economic and fiscal impact of the regulation, and the
reasonableness of the regulation.
There are typically five (currently four) members of the Commission, each of whom is appointed by a
different appointing authority. The appointing authorities are the Governor, the President Pro
Tempore of the Senate, the Minority Leader of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and the Minority Leader of the House. A commissioner may not be a Commonwealth
employee or hold an elected or appointed position in Pennsylvania Government.

COMMISSION MEMBERS:
Chairman, Vice Chairman and Commissioners:
George D. Bedwick
Chairperson

John F. Mizner, Esq.
Vice Chairperson

W. Russell Faber
Commissioner

Dennis A. Watson, Esq.
Commissioner
Murray Ufberg, Esq.
Commissioner

COMMISSION STAFF:
David Sumner
Executive Director
dsumner@irrc.state.pa.us

Leslie A. Lewis Johnson, Esq.
Chief Counsel
ljohnson@irrc.state.pa.us

Fiona E. Cormack
Director of Regulatory Review
fcormack@irrc.state.pa.us

Cheryl A. Yohn
Director of Administration/Comptroller
cyohn@irrc.state.pa.us

Kathy A. Cooper
Administrative Assistant
kcooper@irrc.state.pa.us

Scott R. Schalles
Regulatory Analyst
sschalles@irrc.state.pa.us

Laura Campbell
Regulatory Analyst
lcampbell@irrc.state.pa.us

Michelle L. Elliott
Regulatory Analyst
melliott@irrc.state.pa.us

Corinne Brandt
Regulatory Analyst
cbrandt@irrc.state.pa.us

Stephen F. Hoffman
Research Technician
shoffman@irrc.state.pa.us

All members and staff can be reached at the following address and telephone number:
Independent Regulatory Review Commission
333 Market Street
14th Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17101
717-783-5417
Website address: http://www.irrc.state.pa.us

