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What is a Brownfield?

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

defines a brownfield as “real property, the 

expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may 

be complicated by the presence or potential 

presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or 

contaminant.”

So, what does that mean?  

Let’s start by looking at a few examples.



Brownfield Examples



Examples – cont.







Land Recycling Program

In Pennsylvania most brownfield remediations are 

addressed by the Land Recycling Program.

Pennsylvania’s Land Recycling Program (Voluntary 

Cleanup Program) was established by a series of 

legislation enacted in 1995. This package (Acts 2, 3 and 4 

of 1995) serves as the basis for what is more familiarly 

known as the Land Recycling Program or simply ‘Act 2.’ 

The Land Recycling Program encourages the voluntary 

cleanup and reuse of contaminated sites. 

The Land Recycling Program is managed by the 

Environmental Cleanups and Brownfields Program of 

PADEP.



Cornerstones of the Land Recycling Program

• Uniform cleanup standards: enables the remediator to clearly understand the 

extent and cost of site cleanup. The selection of standard(s) assures that 

a site is protective of its present and future use. A property used for 

industrial development need not be as clean as a residential site.

• Liability relief: addresses the concerns that previously inhibited site 

redevelopment and sale of properties, the liability protection extends to 

future owners.

• Standardized reviews and time limits: provides date certainty. Consistent 

reporting requirements and standardized review procedures provide a 

definite time frame for report review.

• Financial Assistance: provides grants and low-interest loans for assessment or 

remediation. These programs are available to people who did not cause 

or contribute to contamination at the site.



Land Recycling Program Goals

The goals of the Land Recycling Program are to encourage 

cleanup of contaminated, vacant or otherwise underutilized 

properties and return them to productive use. 

This may involve re-using existing buildings and infrastructure 

for the same, or different purposes, or constructing new 

facilities.



Benefits of Brownfield Redevelopment

•Location efficiency

•Existing infrastructure

•Removes actual and potential sources of land, water and air contamination

•Beautifies urban landscapes

•Reduces urban sprawl

•Preserves greenfield land, which may be productive farmland or environmentally 

significant land

•Improve public health and safety

•Job creation

•Increase community’s resilience



Steps in the Brownfield Redevelopment Process

• Site Identification/Planning/Community Involvement

• Brownfield Inventory

• Visioning

• Assets & Needs Study

• Access/Acquisition

• How will you acquire, or access, the site if you don’t already own it? 

Necessary before investigations & cleanups can begin.

• Environmental Investigation

• Phase I – What is known by conducting a visual inspection, reviewing 

records and interviewing people.  ASTM Standards and 

EPA “all appropriate inquiry.”

• Phase II – Sampling areas identified as recognized environmental 

conditions in the Phase I. Confirm if there is an 

environmental issue.

• Phase III – What is the extent of the environmental issue.



Steps in the Brownfield Redevelopment Process

• Remediation
• Prepare Work Plan and conduct remediation work, if necessary.

• Site Preparation
• Permits/approvals

• Demolition and Clearing

• Redevelopment
INSERT YOUR VISION HERE: Park, housing, business, industry?



Brownfields to Playfields Pilot Project

 

        

• Identify pilot projects throughout the Commonwealth consistent with the 

Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan

• Seven projects were selected in March 2017

• Provide assistance

• Focus on smaller and underserved communities

• Meet with communities and regional agency staff

• Help overcome the “speed bumps” 

• Enhance coordination between agencies

• Determine what funding sources are available 

• Coordinate timing of projects to maximize efficiency and funding matches



Brownfields to Playfields Pilot 

Project Locations



Kaier’s Playground
Mahanoy City Borough, Schuylkill County

Park and Playground Groundbreaking - planned Spring 2018

Former Kaier’s Brewery – closed 1967

Status:

Building Demolished March 2017

Image Courtesy of



Identified as one of PA’s TOP 10 Trail Gaps

Connect existing River Walk to Susquehanna State Park

Major Obstacles
• Runs through and near numerous brownfield sites

• Crossing Interstate 180, U.S. Route 15 and Lycoming Creek

Susquehanna River Walk Extension
Williamsport City, Lycoming County

Status – Site design and 

engineering to begin in 

2018
Image Courtesy of



What’s Next for 

Brownfields to Playfields?

Coordination with PA DEP

Abandoned Mine Lands Reclamation

2018 Pilot Projects

Provide guidance for other recreation projects:

• Gaslight Park – Lackawanna County Parks

• Polluck Park – Pottstown Borough

• Your Project – Your Community



Brownfield Funding and 

Resources



Brownfield Funding Sources and Resources

There are many different funding sources available depending 

on the former, or current, use of the site(s) and/or proposed use 

of the site(s).
• Some funding is directed specifically to brownfield projects.  (EPA 

brownfields funds, Industrial Site Reuse Program (ISRP) funds, …

• Other funding sources may not be brownfield specific, but may still be used 

for site projects if it meets the requirements of the potential funding source.  

For example recreation funds, transportation funds and mine reclamation 

funds in the previous brownfields to playfields examples, Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds, ...

• State, local and federal government may have funding or be able to offer 

assistance/resources.  Continued communication and buy in of 

representatives in state and local government is valuable in securing 

funding. Non-profits and business may also offer funding or support 

opportunities.

Next I’ll briefly cover a few potential funding sources and 

resources for brownfield projects.



Brownfields Incentives and Funding

https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Land/LandRecycling/Pages/Brownfield-

Incentives-and-Funding.aspx

https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Land/LandRecycling/Pages/Brownfield-Incentives-and-Funding.aspx


Brownfield Development Guide

https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Land/Redevelopment/Pages/default.aspx

- See the link to Brownfield Development Guide; funding resources are 

listed in Appendices.  Also presentations from Brownfields Basics Workshop 

provide a good overview of some available resources.

https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Land/Redevelopment/Pages/default.aspx


Industrial Sites Reuse Program (ISRP)

ISRP is a partnership between DEP and DCED using 

Hazardous Sites Cleanup Act (HSCA) funds.

• Purpose

• Provides funds for environmental assessment and remediation 

at sites where industrial activity was conducted prior to 

July of 1995. 

• Eligible Applicants

• Municipalities

• Municipal Authorities

• Redevelopment Authorities

• Non-profit economic development agencies

• Private companies, real estate developers (loans only)

• Eligible Uses of Funds

• Phase I, II, & III Environmental Assessments

• Remediation/Removal of Hazardous Substances



Business in Our Sites

Eligible Applicants
• Municipalities

• Municipal authorities

• Redevelopment authorities

• Industrial development agencies

• Private developers (construction loans only)

Eligible Projects
• Redevelops, reuses, or revitalizes a previously utilized site (i.e. 

former industrial, commercial, military, mining, railroad or institutional 

site or building) for future use by businesses or others; or undeveloped 

sites if development of the site is consistent with an existing 

comprehensive county/municipal plan zoned for such development.

• All site development activities required to make a site “shovel ready” 

which will generate economic growth, revitalize a downtown, or 

strengthen the community and that the proposed future use will 

increase employment opportunities.

Contact DCED Site Development Division at 717-720-1400 or e-mail: 

breckert@pa.gov (Brian Eckert)

mailto:breckert@pa.gov


EPA  Brownfields Funding

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields



EPA  Brownfields Funding

Types of Funding

• Assessment

• Revolving Loan Fund 

• Cleanup

• Multi-purpose

• Environmental Workforce Development and Job 

Training - Funding to recruit, train, and place 

residents in the environmental field.



EPA  Brownfields Funding

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/multipurpose-assessment-rlf-and-

cleanup-marc-grant-application-resources



EPA Sustainable Communities

Small, Rural & Disadvantaged Communities:
• Allows U.S. EPA to provide up to $1.5 million annually for grants, 

up to $20,000, to brownfields.

• Provide support to small, rural and disadvantaged communities.

• Allows States & Tribes to use their EPA funding to assist small, 

rural and disadvantaged communities.

• “Small” = Less than 15,000 population; “Disadvantaged” = Annual 

median household income<80% of statewide median 

household income.



Environmental Justice Grants

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-grants-

funding-and-technical-assistance



EPA Technical Assistance to Brownfields (TAB) Communities

TAB is a technical assistance program created by EPA and funded 

through cooperative agreements with three TAB providers.

TAB providers serve as independent resources to: state, regional, 

county, tribal, and local government entities, and nonprofits 

attempting to cleanup and reclaim brownfields. 



NJIT TAB Resource 

Center
info on all aspects of assessing 

and cleaning up a brownfield 

site. Assistance is provided 

through…
• Resource Center 

• Educational Forums 

• One-on-one Technical Assistance

Resources and Tools 
• Federal and state funding 

sources

• state brownfield programs

• state and EPA contacts

• previously recorded webinars

• downloads of workshop and 

seminar presentations

• PCBs brochures; Green 

Infrastructure decision tree

• how-to videos

Informal Process for assistance –just 

call / email /tweet – there is no 

contract to sign.  All assistance is 

free to eligible entities. 

NJIT TAB Hotline  

973-642-4165

http://www.njit.edu/tab/  

tab@njit.edu

Twitter: @NJITTAB 



Environmental Education Grants

https://www.dep.pa.gov/citizens/environmentaleducation/grants/pages/

default.aspx

• Each year, Pennsylvania invests in its schools, county conservation 

districts, and other nonprofit organizations to improve environmental 

awareness among students and adults alike.

• The Environmental Education Grant Program was established by the 

Environmental Education Act of 1993, which mandates that five 

percent of all pollution fines and penalties collected annually by the 

Department of Environmental Protection be set aside for 

environmental education. Since the inception of the environmental 

education grant program, DEP has awarded more than $10 million in 

grants to support the environmental education efforts throughout 

Pennsylvania.

https://www.dep.pa.gov/citizens/environmentaleducation/grants/pages/default.aspx


• Keystone Recreation, Park and 

Conservation Fund

• Environmental Stewardship 

Fund

• Snowmobile and ATV 

• Federal Land and Water 

Conservation Fund (LWCF)

• Federal Recreational Trails

Recreation and Conservation Funding

Contact your Regional Advisor:

www.dcnr.state.pa.gov



Potential Brownfields to Playfields Funding Sources

Industrial Sites Reuse Program (ISRP)
• Public and private entities

• Companies involved in reuse of former industrial land

• Entities that did not cause or contribute to environmental 

contamination

• Brownfields grants for assessment and remediation

• Partnership between DEP & DCED

Keystone Communities (DCED)
• Local government

• Redevelopment and/or housing authorities

• Nonprofit organizations, including economic development 

organizations

• Business, Neighborhood and Downtown Improvement Districts

Greenways, Trails and Recreation Program (DCED)
• For-Profit Businesses

• Local government

• Institution of Higher Education

• Watershed Organizations



Potential Brownfields to Playfields Funding Sources

Federal Brownfield Programs (U.S.EPA)

• Assessment and remediation 

• Community assistance

• Job Training 

Multi-modal Projects (PennDOT) 

• Transportation/Infrastructure

• Bike/Ped trails

• Roadway safety and connection improvements



Contact Information

Go to DEP web page:
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Land/LandRecycling/Pages/default.aspx

Randy Farmerie
PA Department of Environmental Protection 

Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields Program Manager

Northcentral Regional Office

Williamsport, PA

rfarmerie@pa.gov

https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Land/Redevelopment/Pages/Brownfields-to-Playfields.aspx
mailto:rfarmerie@pa.gov

