Natural Soil Products
P.O. Box 283
2286 East Center Street

Tremont, PA 17981
Phone: 570-695-2525 Fax: 570-695-2568

December 18, 2025

Joshua Matulevich

Environmental Protection Compliance Specialist
Waste Management Program

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
Northeast Regional Office

2 Public Square, Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701-1945

Re: Response to NOV, December 2, 2025
Natural Soil Products Company
PADEP Permit No. 101628
Frailey Township, Schuylkill County

Dear Mr. Matulevich:

In response to the Notice of Violation (NOV) issued December 2, 2025, to Tully
Environmental, Inc. d/b/a Natural Soil Products Company (NSP), Matthew Ackerly, by
the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP), NSP provides the
following response in sequence to the paragraph listing in the NOV:

1. Background:

Plans and Specification submitted as part of the Solid Waste Management Permit
Modification (101628-A231) included a Draft Bonding Document, dated August
30, 2023, that identified anticipated material volumes associated with the Gore
Compost system. The material volumes in the Draft Bonding Document were
based on operational information supplied by the Gore Compost manufacturer,
prior to startup and operation at NSP.

The purpose of the Draft Bonding Document was to ensure that the current
Existing Bond monies were sufficient to cover anticipated closure costs associated
with the Gore Compost System. Upon comparison, the Existing Bond monies
were substantially higher than the Draft Bonding costs. The Draft Bonding
Document was not submitted for Bonding Substitution of the Existing Bond but
was to be submitted after actual operational conditions of the Gore System at NSP
were verified.

Given the need to operate the Gore System in a variety of seasonal conditions to
verify quantities and any additional steps that might be necessary to produce a
screened compost, it became evident that an additional phase (Phase 2) was
necessary for the unscreened compost to further dry prior to screening. Phase 2
reduces moisture in unscreened compost so the “bulking agent” (wood chips) can
be screened out more efficiently. Pads 3, 4, and 5 have been used to accomplish
Phase 2.



Corrective Actions:

1(a) After meeting with PADEP regarding this matter, NSP will prepare a
Permit Modification Application, within 60 days, that will reflect Phase 2
activities and volumes associated with Phase 2 areas. The Permit Modification
Application will also include the use of additional composting technologies
that will enhance drying conditions in Phase 2, seasonally.

1(b) NSP has taken and continues to take steps to reduce the unscreened
compost on-site. The NOV October 27, 2025, quantity of unscreened
compost has been substantially reduced by more than 30% on the Pads. This
was accomplished by adding additional screens.

2. Split groundwater monitoring samples with PADEP did not occur on September
17, 2025, for two of the three groundwater monitoring sites. NSP offered to
conduct the split sample event with PADEP prior to end of 2025, as a corrective
action. It was determined by PADEP that this would not be necessary. However,
all future split sampling events must be taken with both NSP and PADEP
representatives present.

3. Inresponse to the issues raised in Paragraph 3 of the NOV, NSP has agreed to
following:

(a) The groundwater contractor extracting groundwater samples will follow the
protocol for sample extraction and handling as per the EPA Method 200.7,
provided by PADEP in a December 9, 2025 email.

(b) NSP will change the Groundwater Sampling Contractor performing all future
groundwater sampling events.

NSP is committed to resolving these matters to the Department’s satisfaction.

Sincerely,

Matthew Ackerly, Regional Director
Tully Environmental, Inc. d/b/a Natural Soil Products

cc: Richard Valiga, P. E., DEE, Natural Soil Products






